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Hackney marches for 
brutality victims 


HACKNEY’S Annual 
Commemoration 


March for those who - 


have died or been bad- 
ly injured in the cus- 
tody of Hackney police 
officers takes place on 
Monday January 8. 
This years’ proces- 
sion will take place 
three years to the day 
in 1987 when Trevor 
Monerville had 
emergency brain 
surgery to remove a 
blood clot after being 


ei 


held at Stoke Newing- 
ton police station. 

Colin Roach, who 
was shot dead in the 
foyer of Stoke Newing- 
ton police station in 
1983, was one in a 
catalogue of deaths at 
the hands of police 
officers in Hackney 
and throughout Britain 
in the seventies and 
eighties. _ 

Before the march, 
relatives of those who 
have suffered will 
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address the marchers 
and supporters. 
Wreaths will be faid 
by the families of those 
who have died along 
the route from Hack- 
ney police station, 
through Dalston, to 
Stoke Newington. 


The “We Remem- 
ber” torchlit proces- 
sion will assemble at 
Hackney police sta- 
tion, Lower Clapton 
Road E8, at 7pm. 


Poli 
AS DEMONSTRATORS gear 
themselves up to march on the 
borough’s police stations in an. 
annual protest against alleged 
brutality, Hackney’s top: cop 
has pleaded with them to let 
bygones be bygones, 

ext Monday's torchlit procession 
has been organised by the Hackney 
Community Defence Association to 
coramemorate people who have died 
of Deen injured in police custody. 


They say it is meant both as a re- * 


ander 10 residents, and as a waming 
ta polt illegal behavi 
rie aca illeg viour won't 


Few would deny that relations be- 
tween the police and the community 
have been stretched to breaking point 
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beginning’ 


by STEWART FOWLER 


in the past, reaching a low point with 
the 1982 riocs. But the man in:charge 
of Hackney’s police, Chief Superinten- 


march has to take place at all, 


finale occurrences of the past can be 
laid to rest, and that a new beginning 
based upon the improved relauonship 
between police and the local commun- 


ity can conumence,” he said. 
, And with the Stoke Newington 

super-mick™ opening shortly, he ad- 
ded: “I am confident that, barring the 
accidents that will inevitably happen 
from time to time with people who 
are under the influence of drink or 
drugs, nc person is likely to die in po- 
lice custody in the new police sta- 
tion.” 

But demonstrators have reacted an- 
grily to his words. 

A spokesman for the Hackney Com- 
munity Defence Association said: 


ef calls for ‘new 


“This march on Monday night will go 
es y night will g 

“This year, as have previous years, 
has been marred by a shold fee of 
incidents in Hackney. 

“There has still been no satisfactory 
explanation for past deaths asd as- 
saulis, such as the death of Colin 
Roach or the beating of Trevor Moner- 
ville, who needed a brain operation 
after being held in Stoke Newington 
police station, 

“The reference-10 accidents under 
the influence of drink and drugs is im- 
portant, as Hackney police often use 
that explanation — particularly with 
young black men — afier the event as 
a way of explaining what has hap- 
aren phess that has been estab- 


Jamie Stewart ‘amily join 
inquesi reform call 


His sister Dee Stewart has joined the 
United Families Campaign, consisting 
of the families of 18 people who have 


THE reijatives of Jamie Stewart, the 22.- 


year-old Stamford Hill electrician 
who died while in custody in 


Holloway police station, have joined a 


new pressure group calling for 
reforms to coroner’s inquests. 


An inquest Into the death of Mr Stewart, 


of Wicklow House, is to be held on 
January 25. 


He died after being arrested for a minor 


driving offence. 


died in police custody. 


They want the legal right for families to 
call their own witnesses at inquests 
and to address the coroner on the 


facts at an inquest. 


They also want coroners to have the 


adsial to refer cases to further 


quiry. 





ae “no satisfactory explanation for his 


Supernick 
is set 
to open 


STOKE Newington’s 
“supemick™ will finally 
open on April 2 it was re- 
vealed this week. 

Dalston’s top cop, 
Chief Supt Peter Twist, 
said they will move in to 
the £1.2 million police 
station whether it’s fi- 
nished or not. 

“This moving date is 
absolutely certain,” he 
said. “We shail move in 
even if it’s not ready.” 
An official opening cer- 
emony will be held 
about a month or two la- 
ter, he said. 

Work started after the 
orginal Victorian sta- 
tion was demolished in 
sering 1987. The new 
nick will give Stoke 
Newington police some 
of the most modem faci- 
lilies in the country. 


March against police brutality = see centre pages" 
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victims on the marci 
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S MONDAY night 
0 people marched 
rough the streets of 
ackney in East Lon- 
in in remembrance 
ali those killed or 
‘aten whilst in police 
slody. 
wince 1971 there has 
sn an alarming number 
deaths in Hackney police 
ALIONS. 
3efare the torchlight de- 
mstration ao rally was 
4 tw condemn the police 
stality 
Che marchers were wei- 
ned by the Hackney 
mmunity Defence Asso- 
tion, and were told that 
le had changed in 1989, 
h the death of Jamie 
‘wart in July and the 
ing close to death of 
site Joseph in the same 
nth. 


Community 


Tonight 1s our night 
en we remember whal 
* police have done tu our 
Tmaunity, the chairman 
HCDA said 
Trevor Monerville, whi 
uw ¥ioously beaten from 
ad ta toe at Stuke 
‘wingion police station If 
Si. said: ‘] was arrested 
en | went out to enjoy 
sself on Kew Year's Eve. 
| woke up in the hespital 
d | ve never [elt the same 
we being in the hands of 
e Steke Newington 
lice” 
After Trevor's ordeal he 
nt into a come and had 
undergo emerpency 
un surgery. 
Safive Hassan, whose son 
nav died at Daiston 
ice station in 1987, sup- 
sediy of a ‘drugs aver- 
%. said: "My son died on 
th June at 7.30 in the 
irning but the police 
in't bother to tell us until 
ein the evening 
They say that thev didn't 
aw who he was — it was 
ie! 
My san was a good and 
1d loving boy who loved 
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my son lam 
fighting for —. 
it’s for every 
family who has 
| Jost their-son’ 


Mrs Sa 


children. Ita not just my 
son | am fighting for but 
every family whe has lost 
their son. 

‘l ery day and night wait- 
ing for my son to come back 
le me. The police took my 
son away from me" 

Pamela Simms said she 
was at the demonstration 
on behalf ef her mother 
Aseta who died at Stoke 
nevingion police station in 


“When | went to visit her 
body in the morgue she had 
been battercd. Justice has 
got to be done. she said 
angrily. 

“We were six children just 
waiting for if mother to 
come home, but when the 
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police came into our house 
they were putting their 
hands in her jewellery box. 

‘Tt 1s stil inside me now 
what the police did to my 
mother,’ 

Aseta Simms’ grand- 
daughier Nicky Bogie, a 
member of the Young 
Socialists, said: ‘| am not 
here to fight for myself but 
for my grandmother 

‘I don't like the way the 
police harass people in the 
Sstrects. 1] want justice to be 
done and on this mht." 

Gary Stretch fram Hox- 
ton spoke of how he. ot 5ft 
4, was set upon by seven fit 
and hefty plain-clothes 
pobcemen outside a pub, 
and left lving in the gutter 
we his left ear hanging 


‘There were sixty-odd 
stalements from indepen- 
dent withesses and yet the 
DPP turned me down be- 


| cause they said there was 


“Insulicent evidence” 

‘l was very fnghiened to 
speak here tonight but 
heanng the other speakers 
has encouraged me to say 
what has 1o be said. 

‘It could have been my 
mother standing here re- 
membering her dead son. 

‘We must remember all 
those who have suffered at 
the hands of the police 

Raphael] Joseph told of 
how he was chased by the 





police who rammed his 
motoreyele, knocking him 
fT it. 

‘] was so terrified as they 
beat me that | waa doing it 
in my pants. Surely we are 
human beings, yet they 
treat us like animals. 

‘In the back of the police 
van | was begging for my 
life. ] was handcuffed, and 
even though | pleaded for 
my life, for them to stop, 
they just kept on beating 
me. 


G 


"We want justice! We 
want to be treated like hu- 
man beings and not like 
how the Nazis would treat 

s 


After the rally outside 
Hackney police station, a 
tively demonstration mar- 
ched ta Dalston police sta- 
tion where a one-minute 
silence was held. 


Wreath 


Tunay Hassan mother 
laid a wreath for her eon as 
did his sister, Sevilav 
Teamer. if memory of oll 
the other victims af police 
brutality. 

Along the route of the 
march to Stoke Newington 
police station a contingent 
trom the Workers Kevolw- 
tionary Party and Youn 
Socialis shouted ‘Dejen 
the Youth from State 
Attacks, Smash the Ton 
Police State’, ‘Release the 
Tottenham 3. Release the 
Birmingham & and ‘Roma- 
nia ay. Hntain tomor- 
row = hick the Tones out” 

Some of those alse pate 
in the raliy told the News 
reat they hoped to see 
16 


Safive Hasgaan said that 
her son's case was going ta 
court this vear and added 
‘in 1990 we want to win our 
case for justice. 1 want to 
clear my son's name be- 
cause he did nothing He 
never hurt anvone’ 


Trevor Menerville said: 
‘In the 1990s everybody's 
looking for a change. The 
police need sorting out’. 

Gary Stretch said. ‘What 
Vd like to see happen m 
1990 is a lot of people get 
involved but not to wait 
until they've been alfected. 


TREVOR MONEAVILLE 
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Aly mum pever got in: 
volved in anvthine until 
what happened to me : : poe tell a: as ; if 

‘She used we think the ie ae ee ee an ihe tater es - an . Srl 
police were alright before ry ~ - ) = Tale 

ut tts Not yual the poliec, it 
foes nicht down the line to 
what the gavernment are 
doing, Thev even tell strik: 
ers what they should do. 

‘I feci very strongly about 
the ambulance workers’ 
dispute. | want to see peo- 
pic come together not when 
their family is affected or 
when ambulance workers 
lose their jobs 
‘Ambulance workers are 
st the ip of the iceberg. 
f¢ saw it with the miners 
that it goes nght down the 
line. 

‘l am inghtened of what 
is happening, people have 
fot to stand up and say how 
they are being affected.’ 


oot ae eta 
eee =" in 4 - 4 Lay 
un uF 


ee ee 





PAMELA SHAMS (leit) and her meece NICK Y BOGLE — reiaives of Aseta Senms, kiled by the pokce wt 1971, at the front of the marcn wan TREVOR MONEAVILLE and the 
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A FEROCIOUS fight- 


ing dog savaged a vo- 


lunteer policewoman 


this week. 

Now police are probing 
claims that a sadisuc dog- 
fighting syndicate is opera- 
ting in Hackney. 

The devil dog — a pit bull ter- 
rier — cornered special constable 
Christine Staken, 20, in a bakery 


The animal was captured and taken to 
Hackney Police station to be destroyed. 
It was covered in scats consistent with 
the batle-wounds of an experienced 


dog. 

The frenzied attack adds new evi- 
dence to an ever-growing dossict of in- 
formation which suggests the sickening 
“sport” has taken a foothold in Hackney. 

A growing number of Staffordshire 
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Family pets 
stolen to spar 
with pit bulls 

bull terrier pets have mysteriously 
vanished in recent weeks — feared ki 


lo act as sparring-pamtners for pit 


Det Sgt Buzz Goodingham said: “We 
know dog-fighting goes on and that it 
could be happening in Hackney. We 
want to hear from anyone with informa- 
tion about this evil spor.” 

Hackney’s RSPCA Inspector John 
Storey added: “My gut reaction is that 
there is something gomeg on in Hackney. 
Hopefully 1 can meet with pouce to 
share our information and get to the bot- 
tom of this.” 


The RSPCA’s top invesugator Det 
ce ee 








Police lead on 
illegai dog 
fighting ring 





is 3 pnonty areca for invest igation. lf 
there has been a spate of theits in 


Have-a-go bakery assistant Phillip 
Chaney, 17, of nearby Queensbridge 
Road, was repeatedly. bitien on the arm 
as he tned to defend her. 

Hackney hes become London’s centre 
for 6 bulls, with hundreds of the bor- 
ough's families owning the ferocious 
dogs a% pets. 

Two separate owners Were told from 
different sources that their dogs had been 
stolen for “sparring” with pit bulls. One 
paid £100 to an anonymous caller who 
stole it back for her. 

Now Enfield police are probing vee 
sible link between the spale of Stafford- 
shire buil terrier thefts in Hackney with a 
fighting ring in North London. 





A BUESPERATE German tourist who 
was Icft stranded and virtually pennilest 
after police refused to hard over his tra- 
vel documents following his arrest on 
dinues and firearms charges, didn’t neat: 
sarily kill himself an inquest decided. 

A feend of Jurgen Fuchs, 34, who 
was tound dead alice a fall from the Ie- 
lingtom Social Services buildung Eligh- 
bury Crescent on November 16, said he 
hsd become paranoid about the police 
shile in Germany. 

In w statement to St Pancras Coroner's 
coun, hotel seceptionisa Jurgen Schi- 
mantki, 24, of Hurma Road, Stoke New- 
ington, said Me Fuchs had taken 
cannabis ard! sagas since he'd 
known him, and wortied contantly 
about being caught by the police. 

Mc Schimanski said Mr Fuchs came to 
visit hin and was arrested 10 minutes 


Tempers flare at 
police custody 


deaths demo 


re 
| 


gare custody, with 
th sidcs lining up to 
trade insults. 


Defiant tcra 
abead with marth im the 
ne of sition from 

i Ree Twi 


injured in 





ough's police stationt on Monday night by de- 
yaaa Pio mr 
young man underwent 
ter being held at Stoke New 
tion three years age. A minute's 
a Slee pe tonne cen eer Campaigners quickly hit buck, claiming the 
trrchlit protesters carried barnes and ver uely ida ard east 
sucning tndivideals who bse boon 3 pas ces ihe earch kn te here| of acmring He 
carpupar sir pay tebad d pas few years, ” ont 
tnctuding Colin Rosch, Tenay Hassan, Mi POL a Aplas foe crn crag 
chacl Ferreira, and Gary Strtch. Retaiives tnd here to remember the dead, hat for the fire 
pata tu peace ¥ took Une ever the police refered to sinp melfic 
But a war of words between the police and while we laid our wreaths anc beld 9 emirates 
hn Hackney Communiey Defence Anocs: “Thay stowed np mages whats 
i _ _Ghink they were trying 10 trckdesr 
wat supposed to be & dignified commeners I certainiy rtd 1 phekbegats sr 
Chief Sue Peter Teint commented: “J am temper with than. 
rials wn dig Abaca SESS Tees eces eras 0 cree 
when there were 60 many everyone on the march, and make as much 
ieeporient things for them to der The fteadmiigeonolhtskon” 


after being collected at King’s Crose 
Station on ember 6. 

Alter Mr Fuchs made several appear- 
ances al Highbury Magistrates” AI 
charged with posressing cannabis and a 
CS gat gun the prosecution war drop- 
ES said Mr Schimanski. Sia friend then 

d difficulty getting his travel docu- 
mon 


tack. 

“He couldn't Ieave, his ticket and pas- 
sport had been taken and he couldn't get 
hen back, even after his case had been 
discharged,” said Mr Schimanshi, “tle 
became very distressed and asked his par- 
ents in Germany 10 send money.” 

Det. Sgt Peter Myers said that the case 
was discharge! because of a police labor- 
story hold wp. But when the evidence Bt- 
rived on Novernber 13, juet four ogi 
aftes Mr Fuchs’ lati court appearance, 
decided tn re-charge him. 


Pub 
guy nor 
claims 
police 
assault 


THE TENANT of s Bethnal 

Green pob who claims he 

wat attaulted and inumidaicd 

2M spear has issued a Iligh 
it WAL 


Publican John Davies says 
he was assaulted at the While 
Jian pub in Bethnal Green 
Hirad om October 2, 1987, He 
1s claiming damages, ¢xem: 
plary damages end aggrava- 
led damages from the 
Metropolitan Molice Commie- 


tioner. 
Detained 


Mr Davies, now of Halzam 
Steeet, Maistow, alleges he 
was falsely imprisoned, 
wronglully arrested snd un: 
lawfully detained, and 
malicioutly prosecuted fur 
inaiters ansing from armettt 
on four separate vocations in 
1984. 

Alicenatively, he is tecking 
damages for allcged negli: 

ence the Commissioner 
in “permitting him Lo be #0 ane 
sanlied” and "fumher caused 
by seas of nuisance of unlaw- 
ful harassment of intimida- 
tion” between January 25, 
1985, and April, 1987 

The writ also seeks alterma- 
tive damages for alleged con- 
ipiracy between police 
olficers, and trespass caused 
by allegedly unlawful police 
raids in 1985 and 1986. 


Pe cleared of assault was ‘a 
victim of mistaken identity’ 


A POLICEMAN accused of hittin - 

duty soldier overe the head wie ae 

chcon after an England- Wembley soccer 

pales Poked eed Rot guilty af Wood 
rown Court 

ak of evidence on Tuesday due io 
ander Danks, 29, bated at Hackney, had 

ee rape Mr Gareth A d out. 

tn coiy hoe on March 23, 1984, causing 

Amold, a 22. ; 
West Germany, told the coon a police offices at 


him on the forehead 
ane with a Lruncheon In an: unpro- 


He said he had travelled from Iampshire wi 
bow off-duty soliders and ee tere 
way back to theie car when the incident happened, 
They were uihered on to a crowded walkwa : 
There was “a lot of pushing and shoving, ban 1 did 


nol sce any violence,” said Mr Amold. After poli 
ppeabey OlisupWihe Scie cre eee 


ipreeotcl towards hin and said: ‘Tl wand your num: 


Mr Amold said the officer struck 
head with one vertical blow wits Teg lbchr toy 


. : 
' B kim fall to the ground end causing a cu to Judge Leonard Gerber directef the 


Mr Andrew Baillie, j rourt 
be eat my si Paes ing, bold the cow 
s was only charges! with the aviault 
days after the incident, he said he Radic MEAS 


approached the officer saying 


Cut forehead 


the perion 
chatting 


ext dayha thay 


stm of idemity. Pe | wasa 


He. eld 


a of nea gui saying: “] Spd He alight - 


hold as the men who was wielding en iron bar. 
using horses, Mr Amold said be saw a pabiceman ne Amold and his friends had Jailed to recognise 


pene uk rts beating © men who wat lying on 


Mr Amold said be 
words like “you can's do that” of “leave him alone 


Danks es the officer involved in the incident and 
counsel for the defence argued pully verdica 
* beat rgued that a guilly 
) t Brien Lett eaid it wae all a matter of mistaken 
: 4 *  dentiny. Mr Amold could ibly identi 
© comwued: “Then he glanced a1 me end swore. penis and likewise rc Dints /eavedcokes ue 
ill L Mr Amold wee the person wielding the 


Mr Lett added that it had been extabl; 
police videos that Ms Amold Suen nace ee 
kyvolved because of his location and 


ry to retum 
t Amold waa astauked and that 4 


grecelul incident. 


“Bui it would be a i ; 
Baal for Lior sl rjustice to convict the 


Tourist’s passport wrangle 
ended in death plunge 


“Mer Fuchs called at Dalsion police sl: 
tion wanting his papers, but 1 intd him be 
would be re-charged, and a decision 
would artive from the Crown Prosecu- 
tion Service within two weeks,” said DS 


cf. 
vile didn't seem ta me to be digirested 
of depresed,” said the officer whe al 
ded that, fronically, Mr Fuchs" wish for 4 
of his papers so that he could 
release bank funds, was granted on No- 
vember 16 just hours after his death. 

Pathologist Dr Vesna Djurovic who 
garred out the posi mortan on Mr Fucht 
suid he died of severe heat injuica and 
substandal multiple injuries, including © 
frectured skull. 

Coronet Dr Dougtas Chambers recor: 
ded an verdicl after deciding there 
was insulficiem evidence Lo suggest that 
Fucha would take his own life. 
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1e Simms, Monerville and Elassan families lead the protesters through Hackney’s streets 
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Protestors defy Hackney police to 
‘emember those who died in custod 


AST LONDON 
sidents last week 
fied a request by 
ickney’s Chief Su- 
rintendent Peter 
vist to abandon a 
monstration to 
mmemorate the 
ople who have 
sd or suffered se- 
ius injury whilst in 
stody of Hackney, 


Stoke Newington 
and Dalston police 
stations. 

The demonstration 
took the form of a rally 
outside Hackney polli- 
ce station which was 
addressed by Trevor 
Monerville, the young 
man who underwent a 
major operation fol- 
lowing his arrest by 
Stoke Newington offic- 


érs in January 1987. 

Trevor's short 
address to the assem- 
bly maintained that he 
remembered being 
arrested and later wak- 
ing up in hospital days 
later. 


Suspicious 


Other speakers in- 
cluded Mrs Munur, the 
mother of Tunay fias- 


Cae 


san, the man who lost 
his life in suspicious 
circumstances follow- 
ing his arrest by Dal- 
ston police officers in 
1988; Pamela Simms, 


who spoke of the 
trauma she experi- 
enced aged cleven 
years when her mother 
dicd following 2 con- 
frontation with Stake 
Newington  poalice 


lo. | FO 


olficers in 1971; Gary 
Stretch, the local 
youth who was taken 
to hospital to save his 
ear after a run-in with 
seven local police 
officers; and Rafacl 
Joseph, who alleged 
that the serious in- 
juries he suffered last 
summer were a direct 
result of his arrest by 
eighteen police offic- 


ers. 
The march was well- 
ordered and discipti- 


ned, although mour- 
ners and organiscrs felt 
that the police’s refusal 
io halt traffic during 
the onc minute's si- 
tence in memory of 
Tunay Hassan at Dal- 


ston and Ascta Simms, 


Colin Roach at Stoke 
Newington was un: 
reasonable. Onc orga- 
niser questioned the 
decision as the police 
had accorded the prop- 
ef respect on previous 


} Yenrs. 


Rejected 


Chief Superinten- 
dent Twist rejected the 
demands for an indc- 
pendent public inquiry 
into policing amongst 
the three stations and 
said further that he felt 
that the march wasted 
his officers’ time as 
there were “more im- 
portant things for them 
to do”. 

“All deaths in police 
custody have been 
properly investigated 
and those which took 
place after the forma- 
tion of the indepen- 
dent Police Com: 
plaints Authority have 
been referred to ther. I 
don't see any necd for 
this,” he said. 

Chief Superinten- 
dent Twist referred to 
the transfers of nine off- 
duty Hackney officers 
involved in the recent 
slag night rampage on 
two local bars pre- 
dominantly frequented 
by black patrons as “a 
regecitable incident” 
that was being investi- 
ented by Scotland 


Yard’s complaints 
board. 
Prosecution 


“The allegations are 
also being investigated 
by the Director of Pub- 
lic Prosecutions and if 
proved may Icad 1o the 
semoval of the officers 
from the farce.” he 
continued, 

None of the trans- 
ferred officers have 
been charged with any 
offence, 





_ Smear campalgn 


A STOKE NEWINGTON man is being victimised by 
police officers because he is suing them for assault, bat- 
tery and false imprisonment. 

So say watchdog group Hackney Community Defence Asso- 
ciation, who have taken up the case of Raphael Joseph. 

Mr a is suing the Metropolitan Police after he ended up 
in hospital suffering multiple injuries during a high-speed 
chase and arrest in July last year. 

In August, Mr Joseph, 50, from Kyverdale Road, was arres- 
ted again after a dispute in the atreet. Ile was taken to Dalston 
police station where, according to HCDA, an officer said: 
“You are famous now” and told another officer: “Charge him 
with assault", 

Last week the Crown Prosecution Service dropped all 
charges against Mr Joseph just one week before he was duc to 
appear at [lighbury Magisirsics’ Coun. [ICDA say the whole 
point of the second arrest was to smear Mr Joseph and ruin his 
chances of success in a legal action. 

“This represents yet another attempt by the police to crimina- 
lise those who fight back against police injustice by portraying 
them as aggressive and violent criminals," say HCDA. 

Chief Supt Peter Twist, of Dalston police, was unavailable 
for comment as the Gazette went to press. 
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quizzed at ‘state 
of the art’ station 








FORMER world boxing champion Terry 
Marsh, arrested in connection with the 
shooting of promoter Frank Warren, was 
quizzed at Hackney police station because 
it has some of the most sophisticated, hi- 
tech interview rooms in the country. 

When the 31-year-old former world light-welter- 
weight tide holder was arrested at Gatwick Airpc 
on Wednesday morning, detectives rushed hi 
Straight to the station in Lower Clapton Road. 

Investigations into November's shooting of Islington- 
born Warren outside the Barge Spee pub in Barking 
had been based at North Woolwich. 

Bit police switched to Hackney once Marsh was arrested 
after flying in from Newark, New Jerscy. 

“Terry Marsh is being held , — 
at Hackney police station be- | 
cause we have very good faci- 
lities here," Hackney's top 
cop, Chief Superintendent 
Niall Mulvihill, told the Gaz- 
etic on Wednesday. 

“We have one of the best 
crime investigation suites that 
you can find.” 


Equipment 


Two years ago, Hackney 
was the first station in East 
London to get the new equip- 
ment Jt is now used nation- 


Detectives were question- 
ing Stepney-bom Marsh in 
one of two sound-proofed 
rooms which cul oul unwan- == on 
ted noise from the rest of the = @ Frank Warren. 
station, 

Both rooms are equipped with expensive twin cassette decks 
which are designed to end legal disputes over what is said dur- 
ing interviews. 





Tape vault 


Two tapes of the police interview with Marsh will have been 
made. One will be copied, so that both detectives and Marsh's 
solicitor will have a record. 

The other tape is immediatcly sealed and sent off to # “tape 
vault” in Cricklewoood, where they are kept for at least Iwo 


ears, 
: They can only be unscaled on the orders of a Judge. 

The system is designed so the tapes cannot be tampered 
with. All recordings are time-coded to ensure they cannot be 
edited, and police say the taping puts an end to allegations that 
confessions are obtained under duress. 


Involvement denied 


Marsh is one of about 5,000 people a year who are inter- 
viewed using the system. 

As the Gazette went to press at midday on Thursday, no 
charges had been laid and Marsh was still being questioned, 

Through his solicitor he had denied any involvement with 
the shooting of Frank Warren. 


nt @ Former world boxing champlon Terry Marsh. 
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trusting relations 


DID the Gazettc send a reporter, as well as a photo- 
pianner to the march against Hackney police vio- 
ence? If you had, he or she would have known that 
there was never any risk of a “breach of the peace” 
occumng between marchers and onlookers. 

I was therefore astonished to read in your article 
the quote from Chief ay seg claiming “numer- 
ous people who read the ers told them in no un- 
certain terms what they thought of them”. The only 
reaction I saw from passers-by were a few waves 
and smiles from the top of a bus. 

The big banners only carried the names of the or- 
ganisations like Hackney Community Defence Asso- 
ciation = not exactly provocative, except perhaps to 
z yen paranoid police chief. The lide ones, which 
had details of what the march was about, were prin- 
ted in tiny writing in red on black ‘con't ask me 
why!) so, as it happens, were totally illegivle to any- 
one more than a foot away. 

Obviously, the event was a painful one for the po- 
lice: people who had lost their nearest family in po- 
lice custody and people who had been savagcly 
beater by police gave moving accounis of what had 
happened, and the police had to stand and listen, 

, But if the most ies 4 and compassionate re- 
sponse the local potice chief can make is to invent a 
story suggesting that we, the marchers, threatened 
violence on the streets, it seems that indeed no Ics- 
son has been leamed. How can Supt Twist possibly 
hope to develop a relationship of trust with the com- 
munity when he lies about eee KATE DE SELIN- 
COURT, LAWLEY STREET, LOWER 
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Man vindicated as 
CPS dr ops charges 


RAPHAEL 
JOSEPH, the Stoke 
Newington man who 
is suing Dalston 
police officers for 
alleged assault and 
battery and false im- 
prisonment last July, 
has seen the Crown 
Prosecution Services 
drop _ preferred 
charges of assault 
against a police 
Officer just one week 
before he was due in 
court. 


The charges against 
Mr Joseph relate to an 
incident which took 
place last August and 
led to Mr Joseph being 
picked from a group of 
people by officers. At 
Dalston station Mr 
Joseph says one police 


Cr Zs 


officer told him he was 
“famous now” before 
charging him with 
assault. 

The CPS have de- 
cided not to proceed 
with the prosecution 
due to flack of evi- 
dence. 

The local Hackney 
Community Defence 
Association (HCDA) 
have cited Mr Joseph’s 
case as an example of 
the type of harassment 
east London police 
officers inflict on citi- 
zens who decide to 
pursue civil actions 
against them. 

“The entire com- 
munity condemns the 
police's persecution of 
a person who has chal- 
lenged their abuse of 
power,” said = an 
HCDA spokesperson. 
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Ss nae ye 
@ Glenford Lewts — lost two 
jobs aver case. 





as drug charge 
is dropped 


A MAN who claims Dalston police- 
men beat him up and tied to frame 
him is planning to sue them for 


wrongful and malicious arrest. 
. Charges papal Daiston’s Glenford Lewis 

possessing miending ta ly a pro- 
acribed drug were d at Se 
Crown Gowe Med 
__ the prosccution said a police officer offer- 
ing crucial evidence was pea? to tum up — 
the same officer Mr Lewis claims planted 
drugs in his car. 

ut Mr Lewis, who has protested his inno- 

cones since his arrest last May, claims police 
were afraid the count would realise the evi- 
dence was fatwicated. 

Now he is consulting his solicitors over 
slans to take out & civil action spainst the po- 
ice. Elackney Community Defence Associa- 

Ms Leos 33, af Deletes 

wis, 33, 0 on’s Holly Surcet Es- 
tate, told the Gazette: “I feel really bad SLae 
this whole thing. I’ve twice lost job over this 
Tene one 

ice were saying I was using my ca 

m desing in drugs. Bur haven’ Be i it 
Or &@ year, it just simply can’t be driven. 
the end of the day I'm free which is good, ee 
it’s only because of luck.” 

Mr Lewis, who was jailed after 2 first of- 
fence of possession of drugs in 1988, had been 
out of prison for three months when he was ar- 
rested tn May. He was thrown in the back of a 
van in Dalston’s Sandringham Road and bea- 
ten up by about six plain-clothes policemen, 
he claims. 

The men said he “had not got a long enough 
sentence last ime,” he says, and he was teken 


to Dalston police station and accused of drog 


A strip-search found no drugs and detec- 
tives foot Mr Lewie to his car, parked near his 
home on the Holly Surtet Estate. He claims a 
detective planted matchbox containing co- 
caine in the car, along with a current newspa- 
per to prove it had been used recently, 

But Mr Lewis says he hado’t seen the car 
since it was confiscated by | pees on his arrest 
for the previous offence 12 months before. tt 
had been picked up from the police compound 
by his alah a month bcfore he was re- 
leased from prison, he claims, and the only sect 
of keys were with his mother. 

The car hed a flat battery, no MOT, insur- 
ance or road tax and the Lag from the police 
compound was still ticd to the front wind- 
screen wiper, he said. Forensic tests on the 
newspaper and the matchbox later found no 
fingerprints belonging to Mc Lewis. 

Martin Walker of Hackney Community De- 
fence Association said: “The police realised 
that because there were none of Glenford's 
fingerprints on the newspaper or the match- 
box, there would have becn serious Tepercus- 
sions if they had gone ahead with this.” 

Dalston’s top cop, Chief Superintendent Pe- 
ter Twist said: “The officer pa uestion is ser- 
Eid it) with x long -erm back problem 
which meant that for the foresccable future his 
ailendance at court is medically out of the 
question. 

“If Mr Lewis, or his solicitor would care to 
contact me personally, I will arrange for a for- 
mal complaint rele ange to be recorded, 
ee allegations will be rigorously invest- 
ig 


Police scrap height rules 
to get new recruits 


PINT-SIZED pollce are set to make a 
b/g Impact on the streets of 
Hackney, after the Metropolitan 
Police scrapped their helght rules 
this week. 

The borough's top cops hope the plan will 
end the shortage of new ethnic minority 
trainees and Improve thelr dismal record 
on recrulting Asian officers. 

Out of 800 policemen in Hackney there are 
Just 12 ethnic minority officers —a pitiful 
1.5 per cent of the borough's 
establishment. 


Stand 


But that could all change after Monday's 
decision by the Met (o scrap the rules 
stating potlcemen have to stand at Icast 
Sft Sins tall, and pollcewornen 5M dins. 

This will open the door te hundreds of 

Banpladeshi, Vietnamese and Chinese 

appiicants who want to jotn the force, but 

arc tooshortunder existing rules, they 


HG 


Supt Dave Dugmore, the chicf of Hackney's 
community llalson unit, welcomed the 
idea: “The relaxatlon of this rute could 
open the way to lots of applications from 
the ethnic minorities,” he sald. 

“I've often spoken fo people In Hackney 
who have longed for a carcer in the 
police, but have given up because of their 
height. 

“Ve are not happy with the current level of 
ethnie minorit y officers in Hackney. 
They are very important as they tend to 
have a better knowledge and awareness 
of the differences In cultures, and are 
often In a position to communicate more 
eWectively with members from the 
respective communities.” 

But he rufed out claims that short police 
officers will be picked on by thugs and 
thieves, “Sone short people are very well 
bullt and very Mt,” he sald. “Besides, It's 
not simply a matter of physical prowess 
but approsching situations with the right 
attitude that makes a pood police 
officer.” 
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SHAME-FACED 
Dalston police offic- 


ers last week shied | 
away from giving © 


evidence to Snares- 
brook Court after a 
defendant accused 


them of planting 


drugs on him. 
Gienford Lewis was 
attacked by six plain- 
clothes officers last 
May and taken to Dal- 
ston police station 
where he was charged 
with drugs possession 
after an officer claimed 
he had found an empty 
package which was dis- 
carded by Mr Lewis in 


his attempt to escape 
arrest. 

However, later tests 
found that the package 
had never actually con- 
taincd drugs. 


Possession 


Mr Lewis was taken 
to his car, which had 
lain undriven outside 
his mother’s hame for 
three months, and was 
charged with posscs- 
sion with intention to 
scll after Detective 


- Constable Northcote 
claimed he had taken a. 


matchbox containing 
several wrapped pack- 
ages of cocaine from 


Police shame-faced 
In drugs frame-up 


the vehicle, 

However Mr Lewis 
said “I watched him 
(Northcote) take the 
matchbox out of his 
pocket place it in the 
car under a copy of a 
new newspaper to sitg- 
gest | was using the car 
regularly and = then 
claim he had found it 
in the car.” 

Mr Lewis’ solicitor, 
Neil Russell, was 
forced to take out an 
injunction before the 
police would release 
the articles for forensic 
analysis. 

The forensic tests 
proved that Mr Lewis 





could not have hand- 


led cither the news- 
paper or the matchbox 
as his fingerprints did 
not match those on the 
box or the paper. 

DC Northcote has 


been on sick leave ever | 


since Mr Russe!l took 


‘out the injunction last 


July. When DC North- 
cote refused to attend 
Snaresbrook Crown 
Court Jast week the 
other officers = only 
three out of the six = 
claimed they were un- 
able to present their 
testimony adequately 
in his absence. 
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Glenford Lewis = set up? 


Dalston’s Chief Su- 
perintendent, Peter 
Twist, said DC North- 
cote was suffering the 
effects of a back com- 
plaint which made it 
impossible for him to 
attend court but said 
that Mr Lewis, or his 
solicitor, could register 
a formal complaint. 

Mr Lewis says the 
incident has cost him 
two job opportunities 





and intends to take out 


a civil action against 
the Metropolitan poli- 
ce force and the arrest- 
ing officers. 

A spokesperson for 
the Hackney Defence 
Association (HCDA) 
said the association 
was demanding that 
the arresting officers 
be suspended from du- 
ty until the case be 
bought to court. 


Drugs Fit-up’ Claim 


A Dalston man who claims police attacked. threatened 
and planted him with drugs walked free from Snares: 
brook Crown Court last week after the police offered no 
evidence against him. Glenford Lewis now plans to sue 
for damages. He claims he was seized and punched in the 
face by several plain-clothes officers last May, and that 
one later planted a matchbox containing cocaine in his 
car. The drugs charge against Lewis was dropped last 
week because the same policeman was said ta be too ill to 
attend court and because Lewis's fingerprints were never 
found on the matchbox. The 33-year-old welder told 
Time Out the officers taunted him with the prospect of a 
five-year sentence, saying he ‘hadn't got long enough last 
time’ — a reference to his six-month sentence on a previ- 
ous drugs charge, to which he pleaded guilty. Lewis says 
the officers involved ‘aren't fit to wear a Dolice uniform’, 
Days before, Hackney police dropped an assault charge 
against a second man, Raphae) Joseph, again because of 
lack of evidence. He claims the police were trying to ha- 
rass him because he had earlier launched a civi action 
against them for assault and battery and wrongful 
imprisonment, 


ro. si 





}2 


Allegations of assault by 
police made at inquest 


A CONCENTRATION of 75 milligrammes of 
cocaine was found in the blood of Jamie Ste- 
wart, who died while in custody at Holloway 
police station, an inquest heard. | 

Mr Raymond Fysh, a police forensic scient- 
ist, told St Pancras Coroner's Court that if that 
smount had been taken orally, seizures would 
have occured in a matter of minutes and death 
would have followed within an hour. 

He said it was the highest level he had come 
across, 

Mr Stewan, a 22-year-old electrician of 
Wicklow House on Stoke Newington's Stam- 
ford Hili Estate, was found unconcious at the 
station in the early hours of July 1 last year, 
the inquest was told. 

He had been arrested a few hours earlier in 
Hanicy Road, Finsbury Park, in connection 
with an alleged offence relating to car docu- 
ments. 

Responding to questions from Mr Adrian 
Fulford, counsel for Mr Stewart's family, Mr 
Fysh said his life might have been saved if he 
had had his stomach 

The pathologist, Dr David Rouse, who per- 
formed a post mortem, said Mr Stewart had 
died from cocaine poisoning. He had found 
scratches on his head, right arm end feet, but 
these did not contribute to his death. 

The circumstances surrounding Mr Ste- 
Wart's arrest were described by Adolph 


Modeste, who was in the car with Mr Stewart 
ait two other friends when it was stopped by 
ce. 

At the police station he was searched, said 
Mr Modeste, and when Mr Stewart began to 
walk towards an door he was jumped on 
by two or three officers. 

Other officers joined in, he said, and Mr Ste- 
wart was handcuffed. The Ppouccean were 
kicking Mr Stewart, he alleged. 

Questioned by Mr Fulford, Mr Modeste 
said by the time Mr Stewart was handcuffed 
he wes choking and red in the face. 

Ps Anthony Sullivan who was on duty as 
custody officer on the night said that at 1.44 
am he went to Mr Stewart's cell and found 
him lying on his front with blood coming from 
his mouth. He asked for an ambulance to be 


Pe Gordon Deans was on duty az station of- 
ficer when Mr Stewart was arrested. He said 
ne eee bruises and ae soa ne shay 
while trying to restrain him, and he reporte 
these immediately. 

Det Set Geoffrey Eaton, of the Police Com- 
plaints Bureau, said he had interviewed priso- 
ners who were held at Holloway police staticn 
on the night Mr Stewart died. All of them said 
they had heard nothing except one, who re- 
fused to give a statement. 

@ The hearing continues. 
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DEAD ON 
ARRIVAL? 








HE inquest into 
he death of Jamic 
itewart last week 
icard that the police 
ifftcers who lasi saw 
lim alive had taken 
art in a physical 
itack on him. 

Jamie, 22, dicd in 
he cells of Ualloway 
‘lice station last July 
‘ithin one hour of his 
rrest for an alleged 
riving offence. 

The Stewart family 
licited the support of 
slington North MP 
eremy Corbyn, who 
at with them at St 
‘ancras Coroncr's 
‘ourt throughout fast 
‘eck's hearing, in 
heie demands for an 
idependent public in- 
viry into the circums- 
ances leading to 
amic’s death. 

Onc witness, 14 at 
he time of the inci- 
ent, told the inguest 
hat police had stop- 
ed the car and pulled 
p the seats and car- 
eis. 


by Michael Massive 


She said the police 
told Jamie: “You've 
got to be hiding some- 


thing.” 
Adolph Modeste, 
another passenger, 


told the Inquest that 
the police had ordered 
Jamie to drop his 
frousers on the strect. 

When Jamic refused 
both he and Mr Mod- 
esie were taken to 
Holloway Rood police 
station, leaving their 
two YOUNG passcngcrs 
in the car. Air Modeste 
further stated that 
some five to seven 
oficers jumped upon 
Jamic immediately as 
he reached the station. 


Mr Modeste said 
Jamie was dragged in- 
to a cell out of his 
eyesight but he heard 
sounds which Icd him 
to believe Jamie was 
being beaten. 

Through a hatch in 
the door he said he saw 





officers drag Jamic 
from the cell and 
aliempl te resuscitate 
his apparently uncon- 
scious body. 

Police Constables 
Stephen Joyes and 
John Sim claimed they 
stopped Jamie because 
he was driving above 
the speed limit. They 
further claimed ihat 
Jamie became “violent 
aad aggressive”, 






Jamie Stewart 

The Stewart family’s 
solicitor, Adrian Ful- 
ford, told PC Joyes 
that he betieved Jamic 
was incapable of stand- 
ing for himself when 
he was placed in a cell. 
Custody officer 


Sergeant Anthony Sul- 
livan denied the 
charge. 

However, PC Joyes 
admititcd that he was 
among several officers 
who piled atop Jamic 
during a strugele in the 
station's foycr. 

“The struggle con- 
tinued and we all en- 
ded up on the 
Nloor....we turned him 
onto his feant and 
handculfed his hands 
bchind his back,” said 
FC Joyes. 

“We then escoricd 
him to o cell and Icft 
him face down on the 
Roor,” he added 

Duty officer Inspec- 
tor Anthony Macrae 
claims he gave instruc- 
tions that Jamic be vi- 
sited every half hour. 


JAMIE STEWART 
BORN 1967 - died in 
police custody July 
Ist 1989 


continucd on p.t3 
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He further claimed he 
had been called away 
10 the telephone and 
when he returned 
Jamic “was not moving 
at all”, 

Police forensic sci- 
entist Raymond Fysh 
told the coroner he be- 
licved Jamie had swal- 
lowed 15 grammes of 
pure cocaine. 

The = toxicologist 
claimed that it was the 
highest fevel ever re- 
corded and that it was 
cnough to kif a man 
within one hour of ing- 
estion 

A plastic bag found 
on the Moor of the cell 
where Jamie died was 
believed to fiave been 

part of Jamie's vomit, 
he said. 

The inquest re- 
turned a verdict of mis- 
adventure, 

However, the Sic- 
wart family are far 


from satisfied with the 
conduct of the coronce 
or the jury. The family 
believes that the police 
had an unfair sdvania- 
ge given they had four 
barristers lining up to 
cross-examine three 
witnesses = two of 
whom were under- 
aged = as opposed io 
one barrister present- 
ing the family's case. 


“The verdict claims 
Jamie died of a cocaine 
overdose but makes no 
Alfempt to explain 
when or how he took 
it,” said a member of 
the Stewart family, 

“There has been no 
attempt to question 
the conduct of the 
arresting officers de- 
spite their testimany 
suppesting they had ill- 
treated Jamie at the 
station,” she con- 
tinued, 

“The verdict may 
stand but we refuse ta 
accept it,” she said, 
















J 
THE RECORD THAT SHOULD NEVER 
BE FORGOTTEN - known names of some 
of those who died whilst in police custody or 
at police hands during the [980s 

1981 - Winston Rose 

1982 = John Sugue, Simeon Collins 


1983 Cotin Roach, Matthew Paul, Nicho- 
las Ofusu 


1985 = John Mikkelson, Cynthia Jarrett 
1986 - Anthony Lemard 


1987 — Clinton MeCurbin, Nench Jalloh, 
Mark Ventour 


1988 — Oakley ‘Ram I Dreadlocks’ Ram- 
sey 


1989 — Jamie Stewart, Edwin Corr, 
Vincent Graham, Sullivan Bharcwani, 
Bharat Persaud 





Police charges thrown out 


A MAGISTRATE 


made an illegal right 


toke Mr Gordon to 


The magisiraic told 


enough for police 


last week threw out 


serious charges 
made by Hackney 
police officers 


against a focal cab 
driver because he 
disbelieved them. 

Mr Willliam Afexan- 
der Gordon faced Old 
Street Magistrates on 
charges of assault of a 
police officer, prsses- 
sion of an offensive 
weapon and flagrantly 
ignoring police de: 
mands to stop. 

On November 3 
1989 Mr Gordon 
attracted the attention 
of a police patrol! car 
after he had beeped 
another vehicle which 


turn on Mare Strect, 
east London 

The officers insisted 
on searching Mr Gor: 
don’s car and disco- 
vered a ponknilc. 

When Mr Gordon 
told PC McGowan that 
his car had been fitted 
with an intercom radio 
for the purpose af con- 
ducting his business as 
a mini-cah driver he 
was called a “lying 
black cunt”. 

When Mr Gordon 
protesicd he was 
hurled face down to 
the ground and hand- 
culled behind his back, 
Within moments some 
10-15 police officers 
arrived on the scene to 


Elackney station. 

Mr Gordon further 
Aaimed he had been 
assaulted in the van on 
the way to the station. 

The prosecution 
claimed that 51 ycars- 
old Mr Gordon had 
been abusive to FC 
NicGowan and had 
knocked him inte the 
path of an oncoming 
bus. 


Eye-witnesses 


However, cyc- 
witnesses contacted by 
the Hackney Com- 
munity Defence Asso 
ciation (HCDA) 
through an appeal, re- 
fuied the police's alle- 
gations. 


Cy Ge 10 


the court that he re- 
garded Mr Gordon 
and his witnesses to be 
credible and honest 
citizens and said he be- 
lieved the police may 
have made up some of 
their evidence. 


The HCDA, which 
has assisted three suc- 
cess(ul defences in the 
past four weeks, has 
demanded that police 
officers who have been 
found tying in court 
should be reprimanded 
immediately after the 
magistrate has indi- 
cated his dissatisfac- 
tion with their testi- 
mony. 

“It is not good 


officers proved ta be 
violent and racist to be 
allowed to continuc 
policing the commun- 
ity once they have 
been discovered lying 
in cotrt,” said an 
HCDA tcpresentative. 


Punishment 


“Police officers 
shoufd be subjected to 
some form of punish- 
ment in the same man: 
ner as members of the 
public whe are found 
guilty of some offence 
in court,” he con- 
tinued. 

Mr Gordon is pre- 
senily considering tak- 
ing civil action agains 
the potice. 
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Hackney police branded 


‘liars’. 


Three men who claim they were assaulted by 


Police in East London, 


are planning to sue. 


QUENTIN McDERMOTT reports. 


that two young officers from 

Hackney police station had 
brought false evidence to court. The 
constables appeased to explain why 
they had arrested part-time mini-cab 
driver William Gordon last No- 
vember. Gordon, who is 51, stood 
accused of assaulting one of the of- 
ficers, by punching him in the jaw 
and pushing him inte the road, of 
Possessing an offensive weapon = a 
pen-knife - and of failing to stop his 
cat on police instructions. 

No witnesses were called by the 
police, but Gordon, who protested 
that he had been assaulted by one of 
the officers, called three witnesses to 
back up his version of events, 

Gordon told the court that he was 
arrested after tooting his horn at a van 
which was making an illegal sight 
ttrn at a junction on Mare Street. 
Instead of stopping the van, the of- 
ficers pulled him in. He stopped as 
soon as he could. Gordon says one of 
the officers called him 'a lying black 
cunt’, after searching his car, and 
pushed him on to the bonnet, before 
both Pes dragged him on to a grass 
verge. Gordon was pulled to the 
ground, and one of the officers sat on 
the small of his back. He was scream- 
ing in pain. ‘I felt as if | was going to 


A Magistrate inferred last week 


die,’ he recalled. Gordon says he was 
thrown on the Noor of 2 police van, 
and slapped in the face. 

The officer Gordon accused of 
pushing and racially abusing him, Pc 
McGowan, claimed Gordon had 
pushed Asm into the road, into the 
path of an oncoming bus. Both of- 
ficers denied abusing Gordon, or 
over-reacting when they arrested 
him, Both chimed only io have used 
‘authorised police holds’ in restrain- 
ing him. 

But at the end of the case, the 

magistrate dismissed the charges. He 
accepted that the pen-knife was not 
an offensive weapon, and said he had 
found William Gordon @ ‘truthful’ 
witness, 
_ The magistrate said that, in his 
judgment, the bus referred to by Pc 
McGowan “did not exist." He added: 
‘It is quite clear that there was a 
scuMe which was started by a push 
by the officer." Gordon had been 
justified in responding, and the of- 
ficers had then ‘over-reacted.’ 

After the hearing Gordon accused 
the officers of lying, and said he is 
planning ta sue. In doing so, he joins 
an increasingly long list of aggrieved 
men who have been charged by east 
London police after claiming to have 
been maltreated. In recent weeks, 


serious charges against wouther men 
= Raphael Joseph and Glenford 
Lewis — have heen dropped by the 
Crown Prosecution Service. Joseph 
had been charged with assault after 
officers were called to fight in 
Stamford Hill a¢ the end of Avgust. A 
month earlier he had been arrested 
and charged with several driving of. 
fences. Joseph was cunvicted of those 
offences, but is now suing the potice 
fur assault and battery and false im- 
prisonment, relating to this earlier 
arrest. The officers who arrested him 
deny they beat him up 

Glenford Lewis is alsa suing for 
damages, afier the CPS offered no 
evidence against him, on serious 
drugs charges, at Snaresbrook Crown 
Court. The main prosecution wit- 
ness, an officer who, Lewis alleges, 
planted = matchbox containing co- 
caine, during a search of his car, was 
‘too ill’ 10 attend court. The officer 
suffers from a back problem, and was 
‘not physically capable of attending 
court,’ Superintendent Roy Clark, 
from Dalston, told City Limits, Le- 
wis’ fingerprints were never found on 
the box, and he claims he was 
punched tn the face, and threatened 
by officers. 

The Hackney Comununity Defence 


for all three men, savs the Lewis and 
Gordon Cases raise ‘extremely serious 
questions’ about the policing of black 
communities. It is calling for officers 
who harass members of the public in 
this way to be dismissed, 

Said a spokesperson: ‘The police 
repeatedly claim they are concerned 
about their image in the community, 
but in reatity, they do not take notice 
of the community's concern at police 
Facism and violence, and continue to 
bring unwarranted charges against 
people as they go about their daily 


Association, which has campaigned | business.’ 


Mystery over ‘cocaine’ death 


ystery continues to surround 
Vi the death of a young Afro- 
Caribbean man, Jamie Ste- 
wart, in Holloway police station last 


july. 
An inquest fast week recorded a 





Jamie Stewart 


verdict of death by misadventure, 
due to an ‘excessive’ overdose of 
coczine. But no explanation was of- 
fered to the court as ta how Stewart 
managed to ingest over 15 grammes 
of pure cocaine, which produced 
more than three times the lethal level 
of the drug in his blood. Stewart's 
family are convinced that vital evi- 
dence was withheld from the court 
and are considering legal action 
against the police. 

Stewart died within an hour of 
being arrested for allegedly failing to 
produce driving documents. With 
him in the car were three minors. 
Two of them, aged ten and 14, were 
left at the side of the road to make 
their own way home. 

The jury at fast week’s inquest 
heard that Stewart co-operated with 
the police. Despite this, the minors 
claimed, officers ‘strip-searched' Ste- 
wart ai the side of the road, The 
officers denied this, claiming that Ste- 
want had been ‘agitated and aggress- 
ive.’ One of the arresting officers al- 
leged that following an attempt to 
search him a violent struggle took 


GE 


place at Holloway police station. 
During the struggle, which involved 
several officers, Stewart was said to 
have spat out the remains of a plastic 
bag with traces of cocaine, Stewart 
was escorted to a cell, and left lying 
face<down. He died shorily afterwards. 

At Whittington Hospital, medica! 
registrar Dr Nicola Simmonds say's 
she was told Stewart had a history of 
epilepsy, had banged his head, and 
been placed in a cell. After heavy 
breathing was heard, his cell had 
been opened, and attempts had been 
made to resuscitate him. But the 
officer who spoke to the doctor 
denied having relayed this version of 
events, 

Stewart's family feel that many 
questions remain unanswered. ‘We 
stil] do not know how his hands and 
feet were mashed, nor how he got the 
bruises on his head and other parts of 
the body,’ Jamie's sister Lee Stewart 
said .“The police contradicted each 
other afl the time, but were repre: 
sented by four barristers, 10 our one. 
We do not fect that we received 
justice.” RASHID MEER 
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Bunch of MI5s 


A s Colin Wallace’s allegations 
finally sunk in at Westminster last 
week, memories were being stirred, 
albeit on a more parochial level, of the 
way MIS and Special Branch operate 
in London. 

In 1986 Anne Doyle, 2n Irish 
woman, found herself being followed 
continually by members of Special 
Branch who broke into the women’s 
refuge where she worked and stole 
papers belonging to her. Two cars 
which kept the women’s refuge under 
surveillance were traced by City Lima 
to a mews garage in Mayfair, close to 
the Curzon Street headquarters of 
MIS. Surveillance experts confirmed 
that the operation had almost cer- 
tainly been ordered by MIS. 

Now Anne and her sister Nualz are 
being harassed again. Nuala, a young 
republican from Northern Irefand, 
arrived in London three weeks ago to 
stay with her sister. The Saturday 
before last the two sisters joined the 
Bloody Sunday march through Lon- 
don, walking the route with Doddie 
McGuinness from Sinn Fein, who 
spoke at the rally. 

Anne first came to London from 
Northern [reland in 1984, A long- 
time political activist, she worked for 
Camden Council's women's unit, 
helping to push through two resolu- 
tions calling for the repeal of the 
Prevention of Terrorism Act, and for 
an end to strip-searching in Armagh. 
But she went back to Ireland after 

1986 ‘because 1 couldn't cope with 
what was happening. ! lay low as far as 
politics was concerned.’ 

On Tuesday last week a number of 
unidentified men called at Anne's 
flat. Nuala, who was alone, refused to 
answer the door. This was follawed by 
a series of anonymous phone calls. On 
one occasion there was silence at the 
other end, followed by the sound of a 
radio calling ‘Roger 242." Anne says 
she was also followed to a bus-stop by 
two men who watched her get on the 
bus and then walked away. She be- 
ficves she recognised one of the men, 
end says they ‘made it really obvious 
they were following me." 

Anne says the Specia! Branch ha- 
rassment is following ‘the same pat- 
tern as before.’ Her case is being 
supported by the Troops Out Move- 
ment, which has relayed her experi- 
ence to MPs, solicitors and trade 
unions. QUENTIN MicDERMOTT 


iraitic wardens to run 


DALSTON police siation becomes a makeshift HO for the 
borough's traffic wardens next month, when police olficcrs 
move into their new £1.5 million “supernick” in Stoke New- 


ingion, 


ralfic wardens will still provide a public counters service at Dalston, 
tat ance more suitable premises are found for them, the Victorian building 


in Dalston Lane is likely to be bulldozed. 

The decision to shut the police station was 
confirmed of ay by senor officers at Last 
week's meeting of Hackney’s police commun- 
ily consultative group, 

But it brought an angry response from mem- 
bers who accus ice of ignoring the 
wishes of the communily and “making a mock- 
ery” of the consultative proces. 





The proup gave the thumbs dawn al its fast 
meeting to a sugecstion from Daltion top cop, 
Chief Supt Veier Twist, that traffic wardens in- 
stead of police officer: should man a 24-hour 

blic counter service, once Dalston ecases to 

unclion a3 an operational tiation. 
ut his deputy, Supt Roy Clarke, toke Lat 
week's meeting it would be toa costly for a 


round-he-clock counter service to be manned 
by pulice officer. 

nstead, waffic wardens will deal with in- 
quities and advise callers at the station, but the 
rae won't be manned at night or cn Sun- 

1 

here will, however, be a telephone in- 
sialicd owtside the slalion with a direct link to 
the new Stoke Newington police station, he 
told the grou. 

“The whole thing makes a mockery of con- 
tultation with the group,” said Green pasty re- 

sentative, David Fiurpateick, “because they 
ven't tistene:d 19 what we told ther." 

“We were approached by Ridley Road Mat- 
ket Traders’ Association and jocal residents 
who want @ police presence ta remain in an 
arca of high crime.” 


Consultative group chairperson, Retry Hlom- 
Field, said she waa “astonshed™ by deci- 
SH¥i. 


ae peoyile or cu concem 6i 
whal was i Ont ITE CLuT 
because we dide't feel traffic wardens ee 


police station 


sos Pah to deal with queries. 

“We were given an assurance that they 
would be ken back, bearing in ming cur ob- 
jeciions and reasons. Rut without any further 
consuliation it has been implemented.” 

Supt Clarke taid the police management 
team who look the decision had been mindful 
of the views of the group, but it was now coone- 
mit of efficient to kop ihe station open. 


“he would have cost over £100,000 a year 
just lo have a policeman man the counter, 
which means he wouldn't be available where 
we want him, out on the simets, 


“The station is old and decrepit and located 
200 yards from the southern pant of our divi- 


gion when the new station ja just half ¢ mile 
away, and slap bang in the middle of it. 


“fi fs a poticy decision of the Mei to reduce 
the monber of police buildings, because we ha- 
ven’t gol the moncy to maintain them. The 
more we spend on buildings the leas we have 
to on policemen. : 

e sed geri lad cre vervice 
to our part of the borough Tram a single site. 


Misadventure verdict will not stop family’s probe demand 


Jamie Stewart inquest 
told of coke overdose 


themselves what the 


lice had to say. 


A MASSIVE cocaine over- 
dose killed Jamie Stewart, ihe 
22-year-old Stamford Hill 
electrician who died alter 
being arrested by police for an 
alleged driving oflence, 

A jury at St Pancras Coroner's 
Court retuned « verdict of misadven- 
lure, adding that his death wes caused 
frown, a drug overdose, 

But the verdict hee failed to satisfy 
campaigners who are fighting for a 
full investigation into the circum: 
tances surrounding his death. 

Mr Stewart, of Wicklow House on 
the Stamford JH! Estate, was found 
unconscious in a celi at Holloway 


ice sistion in the early hourt of 
uly 9 lagi year. Ile was taken to the 
Whittington Iospital but was dead on 
arrival. 

During the five-day inquest the jury 
heard that Mr Stewart wes ancticd 
when he could not ¢ ownership 
of the car he was driving. Witnestes 
10 the arrest claimed he was urip-trat- 
ched in the street. 

Aut police claisned that Mr Siewert 
became violent while in the police tla- 
tien, and that they were forced ta re- 
strain him. 

A youth who was with him and 
also taken to the police tation, 16- 

ear-old Adolph Modass, claimed Ape 
lice had kicked and beaten Mr Sic- 
wart. 


While at the palice station Alt Ste- 
want had vomited and a plastic hag 
was found on the Moor which police 
al fitat thought was a piece of kebab, 

Met Han Police toricologist 
Raymond Pyth said he had finund 7.8 
gramince of pure cocaine in Mc Ste- 
warts Hlomsch, end « level of 75 
milligrarames of cocaine in his blood. 
lle ssid o Ycthal level is 25 milli- 
grammes, and he estimated Myr Ste- 
want had swallowed 15 grammes of 
pure cocaine, the highest level he had 
ever teconted. 

After the inquest, the family's soti- 
citer, Raju Bail, told ube Gazetie: “As 
faz as the family were concermed the 
inquest wat worthwhile in that it wae 
theit first oppanunity to se [or 


“What was said hag lelt a Sot of 
questions unanswered.” 

Mr Ratt alleged thal the inquest had 
brought oul a number of discrepancies 
in the police version of the events 
leading wp to Mr Stewart's death. 

Hie could not comment on what the 
family would do next, “The family 
hasn't fad an opponunily to go 
tebe 4 petied of mouming. Now 
that the inquest is over, they wall need 
lime before considering thelr next 


arp. 

“We will then considcr gil the por- 
sible options open to us. Ax far aa we 
are concemed, it conain!y jen‘ the 
end of the matier.~ 





‘Police beat kg 


A MAN who claims the police beat him up 
was acquitted on all three charges when he 
appeared at Old Strect Court on Wednesday 


last week, 


Now the man, 51-year-old William Gordon, a mini- 
eab driver of Croptcy Coun, Eleaton, is planning to sue 


the potice for assault. 


Kir Gordon said: “Before this incident ] thought the 
fouee ese people who [ could sely of depend on if I 
d any difficulty of problem. But this has changed my 


outlook 

"For the first few weeks after 
this incident [ couldn't eat of sleep 
property, T never thought it could 
affect me so much.” He added thal 
he is now drawing up plant to sue 
the slabetes mal ice over the in- 
a 


Mr Gordon claims he wat at- 
tacked by pines after tuming from 
Reading Lane into Mare Sircet, 
Hackney, last November. Police 
ray he tamed too sharply but when 
they tried 10 wave lum down he 
drove on. 


They claim. that when Afr Gor- 
don stopped he atlacked the two of- 
ficers, punching one to hard he 
stumbled into the road and waa al- 
most hit by a passing bus. 

But two people from nearby 


by MARTIN 
TALBOT 


shops say they witnessed the whole 
event, and they didn't soo Mr Gor- 
don throw a single punch. 

Mr Gordon tays the police at- 
tacked him, kneeling hard on his 

and ing him again be- 

fore throwing him into the back of 
mp police ven. A scarch of hit car 
found a pen-knife with a four-tnch 
blade, and he waa later charged 
with possession of en offensive 
weapon, 
Met Gordon claims he used the 
knife for secling oranges and he'd 
had it in the car lor five year. 


HG 





Ele wat taken to Flackney police 
suiion and also charged with fail- 
ing to slop on police instructions 
and atzaulting @ police offices. Hut 
shen Mr Gordon appeared at Old 
Street last week magisisales 
cleared him of all there charges. 

A spokerperson for Hackney 
Community Defence Antociation 
said: “Vhia ia yet another example 
of Hes dey olan ha black 

¢ have to with fron 
[ice affieess wih ni mesne ery 
drcat.” 

Ite said the HCDA has no confi- 
dence in the Police Complaim# Au- 
thority because investigations 
against police are cartied out by 

er officers. 


Chief Supt Nial) Mulvihill, of 
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Minleab driver plans te sue atter he’s cleared of 4 


Hackney police, said he had no 
knowledge of the caze and az [ar as 
he knew no official complaint had 
bern made. 


“If a compleint is made, you 
may rest atcured jt will be deal 
with in sccontance with the law,” 
he added 


“I, and eny other police officer, 
will not tolerate mistchaviour by 
bollesgues, We a3 en organisation 
ere commilied to supplying quality 
service to the public and without 
detailed knowledge of any pacticu- 
lar case I cannot comment any fur- 


The cate sirikes the latest in a 
series of blows against police in 
Ilackney, coming sort a week after 
Glenford Lewis, 33, of Dalston, 
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@ Changed outlook — Wililam 
Gordon : 


Raphael Joseph, 50, announced 
plans to sue Met, claiming he 
was being victimised by the police. 
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‘Computer error’ 
harassment allegation 


The police have been accused of harassing a 19 year-old Hackney man — 
possibly as the result of a computer error. QUENTIN McDERMOTT 





reports. 


atthew Butler, who works as 
MVM a security guard and spends 

much of his spare time help- 
ing a8 4 Alinister at his Baptist church, 
is due in court this week to face com- 
mittal proceedings on charges of at- 
tempted robbery and malicious 
wounding. The charges arise out of 


an attack and attempted robbery of a 


man in Hatton Garden last October. 
Butler was charged following an iden- 
tification parade. His supporters, 
who say there is no other evidence 
against him, regard it as a ‘classic 
identification case’. 


The Hackney Community Defence || 


Associatton has written to the Crown 


Prosecution Service, drawing atten- | 


tion to several other incidents involy- 
ing Butler and the police, which oc- 


curred towards the end of last year. | Bev a 
In late September five police of- | fey & : 
ficers called at his home in the early | Matthew Butler 


hours of the morning, hand-cuffed 
him, and took him to City Road 
police station. During the next five 
hours he was interviewed about a 
series of street robberies in Hackney. 
He was also asked questions about 
two of his brothers, both of whom 
have criminal records, but neither of 
whom see Butler regularly, or live 
with him and his parents. While he 
was being held, his home was 
searched, to no effect. He was told to 
return in October, and when he did 
so, was told he wouldn’t be charged. 

In early December, shortly after 
being arrested for the Hatton Garden 
incident, he was again visited by City 
Road officers and told to attend an 
identification parade. When he did 


Ce 





$0, accompanied by his solicitor, he 
was told no parade had been ar- 
ranged, no stand-ins contacted, and 
no witnesses brought to the station. 
*They just said it was a wasted jour- 
ney,’ Butler said. “They didn’t even 
know there was going to be a parade - 
and yet they came to my house about 
eight different times in two days to 
remind me about it.’ 

{n a later conversation with the 
officer in charge of the case, the 
HCDA alleges, Butler's solicitor was 
tald he had not been considered a 
serious suspect. He was piven no 
further explanation, or apology. 
Butler is planning to sue the police on 
this matter, 


os Le tO 





Within weeks, there were two 
more incidents. In the first, Butler, 
sitting in his car on night duty guard- 
ing premises in Enfield, was sur- 
rounded by officers and questioned. 
{t was only after Butler, who was 
wearing his security guard's uniform, 
opened a door with his key that the 
Enfield officers were satisfied that he 
was not about to burgle the pre- 
mises. 

In the second incident, Butler was 
driving home from work when of- 
ficers in a Panda car stopped him. 
Butler says he noticed the car parked 
as he left the premises. ‘As soon as I 
passed they switched their Jights on 
and came after me; they followed for 
about five minutes, then flashed me.’ 
Butler was breathalysed — he hadn't 
been drinking — and sent on his way. 

Martin Walker from the HCDA, 
said Butler ‘has been an inspiration 
and an example to many of the black 
youth who attend his church. This is 
one of the first cases I’ve seen where I 
assume there's been a mix-up with 
the police computer, or the police's 
information,’ he added. “They've hound- 
ed him because, I assume, they be- 
lieve he’s some one else. It’s bizarre - 
and a very serious matter.’ 

Matthew Butler himself, who was 
never in trouble with the police be- 
fore last September, has clearly been 
Shaken by the past few months’ 
events. He says he stopped driving 
his car because he thought he was 
constantly being followed, and 
started suffering from depression. 
‘fe’s affected me a lot, he told 
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Property room that’s known a8 Dixons of Dock Green! © 


Aladdin’s cave 





of stolen stereos 


IT’S known as Dixons of Dock Green It was stolen in dozens of burglaries on homes in 
down at Hackney police station. Hackney and East London. 

It’s #8 room full of stercos, amplifiers, TVs and And it was found when police searched the home 
computers, stacked up to the ceiling and looking re- Of one of a gang of housebreakers they recently nab- 
markably like a high street electrical shop — except 
this hi-fi equipment is definitely not for sale. “It sounds incredible, but all this fot was stored 
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by RUSS LAWRENCE 


in a tiny flat,” said Det Con Tim Smates. 

“It's a wonder the floor didn't collapse with the 
weight of it. 

“What we recovered is just the gear the gang had 
problems finding buyers for. There are record decks 
remaining from stack and midi hi-fi systems, so you 
can assume that the other parts of the systems have 
been sold off as separates,’ 


Now police want to trace the rightful owners so 
they can retum the property to them. 

Detectiver say the aries stretch back to No- 
vember of last year. Many were carried out on 
homes in Homerton, around the Kingsmead Estate, 
and in. the Victoria Park area. But the gang also 
operated as far afield as Walthamstow, Leyton and 
even Ilford. 

“The gang stripped houses clean, taking clothing, 
jewellery and video recorders as well as the hi-fi 
equipment,” added Det Con Smales. 

“None of the recovered property is identifiable, 
but if the owners had marked them with special ul- 
tra-violct pens they would have stood a better 
chance of getting them back again." 

Anyone who thinks property belonging to them 
may be among the haul should contact Hackney Cri- 
medesk on 488 7263 to see the property, which will 
be at City Road police station, 


Ce 


Fly by night 


wo black members of the Hackney 
Community Defence Association 
have been fined £10 for flyposting. 
Hackney officers brought the charges 
after Janet Clarke and ‘Tony Pryce 
were found sticking UP posters adver- 
tising January's third annual ‘We 
Remember’ procession and rally, n 
honour of people who have; aliegedly, 
died os been badly injured in tne 
custody of Hackney's police. 
Flyposting 1s not in itself an arrest 
able offence. owever, under the 
Police and Criminal Evidence Act 
officers can arrest anyone if they are 
not satisfied with the address they 
give. The defendants complained that 
not only were they arrested, but they 
were not invited by the police to take 
the poster down, oF consider making 
amends to the property's owner, a5 
the law specifies. The owner, through 


The HCDA will not appeal, but 
says it believes its posters were tar- 
getted because of their nature: ‘Toour 
knowledge they don’t prosecute the 
mass of cammercial, POP posters 
which are put UP around Mare Strect; 
everyone knows there's a flyposting 
“Mafia”. Yet our poster was speci- 
fically about deaths in custody.’ 
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Race 
fears fail 
to stop 
march 


A MARCH planned by the 

family of a stabbed 

schoolboy will po ahcad 

tomorrow (Saturday despite 

demands by councillors and 

aa i that police should 
it 


Police reinforcements are 
being drafted in to Bethnal 
Green to Stop violent clashes 
between racists and counter- 
demonstrators. 

The march has been 
organised by the family of 17- 
year-old John Stoner who 
was knifed in a classroom 
attack two weeks ago by a 
group of Asian youths at 

orpeth School, 

© march from the schoo! 
to Bethnal Green police 
station had been intended as 2 
protest about civil liberties 
and the rise of racial hatred. 

But the right wing British 
National Party has used the 
march to peddle its rice-hate 
message Fr delivering 

eaflets to homes claiming it 
was the lastest in a string of 
attacks on whites by Asians, 

Cllr Steve Charters of the 
Globe Town Neighbourhood 
said; “It has become a 
platform for racist activity 
and I have called on the 
police to ban it.” 

But a spokesperson for 
Bethnal Green police said 
they were mindful it was in a 
ractally sensitive area, but the 
march would go ahead. 
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Assault case 
dropped 


A CHARGE of assaulting a 
police officer, brought 
against former Chelsea and 
Reading soccer player Paul 
Canoville, 27, was disconti- 
nued at Highbury Magi- 
strates* Court. 

Canoville, of Wrens Park 
Hlouse, Wrens Park Estate, 
Warwick Grove, Upper Clap- 
ton, had been charged with as- 
saulting Pe Alan Kieman at 
Victonan sHatee Stoke New- 
ingion,on May 15. 

ie is also harmed with ob- 
structing the highway on the 
same occasion and on this 
charge he was remanded on 
bail to appear at Wells Street 
Magistrates’ Court on April 
12. 
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find owners of 
Stolen gear 


WANTED — people wanted to help police with ther inquir- 
les by coming forward to claim thelr treasured possessions 
slolen when pith bend struck. An Aladdin's cave of jewellery 
and camera equipment has been set up at City Road police 
stailon, recovered from burglars’ booty, 

“We have got a lot of stuff which we have got over the 
Jast six weeks," sald Det Spt Paul Phillips of the crime 

vad. “Burgiars tend to po for jewellery as they know It is 
difficutt to Identify, Some of the rings we have gol are 
worth several thousands of pounds.” 

In one hau! he found a Jackney Gazelle cutting, dated 
September 2, 1988, about a rald on Vallens jewellers and 
pawnbrokers fn Dalston Lane when knife-wielding ralders 
snatched £120,000 In gold and silver, 

“So lf anyone had pawned anything there at the time of 
that robbery, we might have some of their belongings. 
Some of the more unusual pieces we've pot Include a ring 
with the initlals BRG on ft and & watch with a doflar face, 
sald DS Philtips. 
If veg hee wants to look at the property at the police sta- 
thon in i tale Walk, Hoxton, they should make an ap- 
pointment by ringing Clty Road crimedesk on 488 5311. 


Drunk ‘walked into 
my path’ — police van 
driver tells inquest 
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@The picket outside Bacto 


Fashions before Monday's incident. 


Police hurt during 
factory picket 


FOUR policemen were Injured In a scuf 
fle outside Bacton Fashions clothing fac- 
tory in Stoke Newington Road at about 
710 on Monday night. 

They were among 20 officers from 
Bow‘s Territorial Support Group poll- 
cing a picket outside the factory where 
eight workers have been on strike for 
three weeks over union riphts, 

The Incident left Pe Dave Miles with « 
gash above his eye and Pe Dean Harris 
with concussion. Both needed hospital 
treatment and were on sick leave as the 
Gazetle went to press. 

The demonstrators from the picket la- 
ter held a vigil outside Dalston police sta- 
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@ Demonstrators march along Bethnal Green Road. “The good sense of the major! 
rclecclis froai creotheg a what siastlon(” sccoedlng ta Bechoel chk 


thon where four men were being held In 
connection with the incident. 


@ Three men and a 16-year-old youth 
from Hackney appeared before |tiph- 
bury vib Habeas on Tuesday. Haydar 
Guccuk, 26, of Siedon Road, Hackney, 
Sakar Rizvan, 25, of Wycombe Road, 
Toltenham, Tekin Kartal, 22, of Wood- 
ford, and the youth are charged with ylo- 
lent disorder. Kartal and Guccuk are 
also ours with assaulting a police offf- 
cer, occasioning him actual bodily harm, 
and the youth faces a further charge of 
maficlous wounding. They were granted 
“Wy and next appear on Tuesday, March 
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Green's lop cop 


revented m all 
John Grieve. 







Youths charged with murder 





AN elderly man knocked 
down and killed by a police 
van answering an emer- 
ency call was so drunk he 
Fad been refused a drink at 
a nearby pub shorily before 
the accident, 
Walthamstow Coroner's 
Res nee that Spay 
ugby, a 64. * 
sr a aaa 
; multiple 
injuries after the honific ac- 
cident involving a police 
h van on the evening 
of ber 1 at Wood 
Street, Walthamstow, 


tement that Mr Bugby 
walked straight into his 
pan as he drove past with 
is bluc light Mashing. 
There was no siren fitted to 
the van. 

Pe Broadbent said the 
van was answering & call 
for assistance from another 
Officer a1 a nearby pub, 

When he realised Mr 
Bugby was intending to 


walk out into the road, he 
braked and tried io sicer 
the van to the right to avoid 
him but “without looking 
Mr Bugby walked briskly 
out straight into my path.” 

Tatool Tatootian, man- 
ager of the White Swan 

b in Wood Sircet, said 

¢ Bugby came into the 
pub just before closing 
time. 

His was slurred, 
he could not walk tly 
and he was refused a drink 
taid Mr Tatootian, 

Pathologist Dr Peter Van- 
esis said Mr Bu rus- 
tained severe head inyuries. 

The pathologist added 
that the blood alcohol Jeve! 
was “just about the level at 
which alcoho! poisoning 
can occur.” 


sible criminal proceedings 

against Pc Broadbent has 
et been taken, Ps Keith 
ant told the court. 


New crime 
crackdown 
nabs burglars 


HACKNEY cops were cock-a-hoop this week fol- 

lowing the success of a special crime crackdown. 
Around 30 plain clothes officers took to the 

suects for a month in an attempt to round up bur: 


1%. 

They succeeded in catching end charging 51 bur- 

glam — iwice as many as they get in 2 normal 
th. 


mon 
And, in addition, they caught another 123 crimi- 
nals in the act of dealing dregs, robbery and 


handling stolen gouds. 


Some of the special squad targeted areas where 
there had been many burglarics, while ohers trailed 


known criminals w 
on crime. 


Sgt Trevor Smith 


they believed to be iniem 


, Who was among the squad, 


told the Gazette: “This initiative was an overwhelm. 
ing success in terms of the number of people arres- 
at for criminal offences, 


bid after racism marches 


detecting offences against 
0 “hate incidents marred = aticks when his grocer’s thop in thnal Green to Bethnal Green police f. 
Suuelaye lites neiccfel aac: rival §=Redchurch Street, Spitalfields, wii et- station where a deputation handed In a ie toad aren? 
marches through the streets of Bethnal = tacked by 15 white youths. petition calling for more protection for ned for Jater in the year. Hack- 
Other B aca were seas erode =e peat rs yanecai ile away in Brick aay police have made c 7 4 o oO 
Bangladeshi te- and wat ter sa than a mile awa : H 2 F 
manded in cistody. rged with at- at the London Hospital. Police arean- Lane over 200 Bangladeshis staged a iret Natal lca aca 


tempted murder following an attack on 
Terence Swinney, 35, in Harford 
Street, Stepney. : 
Me Swinney, from Bow, waa driv- 
ing eloug Harford Sirect with his wife 
and two children when the incident 
happened. He was taken to the Londay 
Hospital, Whilechape!, nuffering from 


xious to track down the gang. 

Extra police had been drafied into 
Bethnal Green as it was feared that 
members of the British National Party 
would hijack a demonstration by white 
residents ting at the stabbing of 
I7-year-old Morpeth schoolboy John 
Stoner by Asian tes. 


rival demonstration that also passed 
off peacefully thenks, according to Be- 
thnal Green's top cop, Chief Sum John 
Grieve, w the “good tente of the with calls from people wan- 
people of Brick hake who policed ting to know If thelr stolen 
themselves". property has been found. 

@ Parents, teechers, pupils and union tir Interest follows a 
leaders have joined together in calling Gazette article two weeks 


@ Pollce telephone swltch- 
boards have been jammed 


multiple stab ft. ted = fora “anti-fascist rally” at on Sun: ago on a stolen property dis- 
On Sunday evening, Ahmed Man ra ey alr ay day in Altab Ali Pak, Whitechapel play now on show at Cliy 


oad pollce statlen. View- 
Ing, by appolniment only, 
can be done via Hackney: 
Crimedesk (488 7211). 


28, was pelted with boules and m and walked through the strects of Be: —_‘Iligh 


2! 


‘Sweatshop’ protest 
ends in violence 


tory, 
The police have also been accused 
of breaking UP an ambulance workers 
benefie BIE at the Unity Club, in 
Dalston, ten days ago, The incident 


Monday last Week, lighting bro. 







Ons, were half-way through their 
tinal encore. The band’s Manager 
Mark Williams totd CL: ‘It was Nicre- 
dible, Someone kicked the door in on 
the side of the Slage, and | Went flying. 
The drummer Was pushed off his 


ewington Road, as Officers ar. 
tempted to escort Manager Mustafa 
Dill, out of the building. Four officers 
Were injured, and four Men later 


turned because they were not aware 
that the event was Operating under 
Proper club rutes, 

QUENTIN McDERMOTT 
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Park shut off after policewoman is attacked 


‘through the park in the direction of A 
Road, Bethnal 


ft 


POLICE ere hunting the vicious attecker who 
slashed a brave woman cop when she surprised 
him lurking in bushes in Victoria Park. 

WPc Michacla Fellows, 23, chased the emai 
TOR 

Green, but gave up and radioed for 

help when she realised her face was streaming 
an blood from two deep gashes. 

Police quickly shut off the park but a search 


EXTRA 


for 


€ group are calling for more police action 
to “defend the white 
stabbing of Morpeth schoolboy John 
and Bow man Te 
involved in incidents 
But Bethnal Green and Stepney MP Peter 
Shore says the march is 
tra-right wing British 
mote its chances in 


elections. 


Upsetting 

He told the Gazette: “'Ri 

the BNP. I think it would be 

wrong to ban the march. The poli 

ink they can aoe it under control, but it is 
c 


a slogan used 


upsetling to sce 
agam,” 


It is rumoured that BNP candidates will be 
standing in wards in Bethnal Green and Step- 
th high Bangladeshi populations, 
rson for the march organisers 

corditmed the ultra-right connection. 
“It's part BNP and part local 

said. He would not comment on 

the march, Police are anxious to keep 

strators away from from the la 

populations of Brick Line and 


ney wi 


A_spokespe 


police will be drafted into 
the East End for the second weekend 
running as a group called the Rights 
Whites Campaign march around 
the streets of Bethnal Green on Sun- 


HG 


with dogs and helicopters failed to find any trace 
of the attacker. a rn 
Det In or Brian Moore, who is leading 
hunt, rola the Gazette: “The attack on WPc Fel- 
lows was totally unprovoked. We don't know 
what sort of weapon he used but a scarch disco- 
vered a screwdriver and gloves near the scene. 
WPc Fellows was making a routine patrol 
through the park at 7.40 pm on Monday night 


community” after the 
Stoner — 
Swinney who were both 
with Asian youths. : 


being used by the ul- 
National Party to pro- 
May's local government 


‘when the incident happened. She challenged him 


and he lashed out making two three-inch cuts on 
her face. 

The incident lasted a meet ot ani WPc 
ws says the attacker is tin or Asian 
ere wed ebout 25 and about Gft tall. He had 
a large moustache and was wearing a leather or ny- 

lon jacket, 
Contact Det Insp Moore on 488 5381. 


BNP link as 


police get 


ready for 
‘white 





hts for Whites’ is 
ce stem to 
resurgence of the BNP 


the attempted 


le,” he 
route of 
demon- 
e Bangladeshi 
pitalfields, 


ney Three 


murder, 


EN 8) 


= 


march’ 


eee 

Workers Against Racism have taken up the 
case of the three Ban 
the stabbing of Terry 
Road, Stepney, two w 

Malik Miah, Adbul Hamid and 2 juvenile 
who cannot be named have been charged with 
murder of Mr Swinney, 35, but 
WAR are co-ordinating the Stepney Three 
Campaign demanding their release- 

Yesterday (Thursday), members of the S 
Campaign picketed Thames anh 
strates Court oe Bow Road Arnis ue 
tccnagers were due to appear facing es of 
atiempted murder, te 


eshis charged with 
winney in Ben Jonson 


ecks ago, 


Magi- 
three 
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MRS THATCHER to- 
day condemned the 
violence at Hackney's 
anti-poli tax demon- 
Stration last night 
and laid the blame 
firmly on Left-wing 
extremists, 


The Prime Minister said 
anything intimidating or vio- 
lent was “absolutely contra- 
dictory to democracy”. 

Highly-organised Trotskyite 

st Workers Party agitators 
tumed London's largest pol! tax 
rebellion into an o of vio- 
lence, destruction and ooting. - 

In the worst night of ana 
yet tienced In the hitter 
campaign, hard-core “flying 
pickets” from as far afield as Liv- 
erpool, Glasgow and Cardiff, 
some of them masked, left a mile. 
long trail of broken glass and 
smashed shop displays through 
the heart of Hackney, 

Speaking in Glasgow, Mrs 
Thatcher sald: “I'm afraid It's 
one of a series (of demonstra- 
tions) which we belleve to be or- 
ganised by Militant. 

“As you know, it is not the way 


a Se ee Ee 
by Colin Adamson 
SS ey 


to conduct affairs at ell. Legisla- 
tion has been through Parlia- 
ment and any conduct intimidat- 
ing or violent is absolutely con- 
tradictory to democracy. ple 
can demonstrate if they do so 
peacefully. 

“Of course, they are golng for 
some of the councils which are 
sctiing very high ‘community 
charges. 

“Some of them are Labour 
councils. They have something 
to grouse about but if ney are 
going to protest they should do 
£0 in an orderly way,” said the 
Prime Minister, who was visiting 
es new £100 million St 
Enoch Centre shopping centre. 

Militant Tendency supporters, 

up to now for much of 

the violence at poll tax demon- 

tons, were in evidence early 

on in Hackney, but faded away 
when the worst trouble began. 

What started as a rumbustilous 
4000-strong profest outside the 
town hall quickly degenerated 
Into a full-scale bloody rot Last 
night, with the SWP tacticians 
orchestrating every move, 


By the time Hackney Council Continued on Page 2 Col 4 
EVEninc,  STawoned 


Thatcher condemns 
London’s worst 
poll tax clashes 


UNACCE 
VACK 






had set ao poll tax of £499, all 


‘Ahoughits of democratic political 


opposition had vanished, 

A young policewoman Jay seml- 
conscious on the pavement, her 
helmet smashed b brick 
hurled from an overhead wallk- 
way. She was led to an ambu- 
lance bleeding heavily from o 
broken nose. 


Twenty-nine of her colleagues, 
who stood their ground agalnst 
mass invasion on the town hall 
steps and battled to cicar the 
ene mob from the streets, 
were felled by a barrage of rocks, 
fill beer cans, amoke bombs, 
fireworks, coins, and heav 
wooden sticks altached to SW 
placards. 

Two WP-cs and two P-cs were 
taken to the Homerton Hospital 
for treatment and later released. 
Another 30 received treatment 
from the divisional medical of- 
ficer for minor cuts and brulses, 
Scotland Yard said the demon- 
strators’ strength was estimated 
at about 5000, 

Up to 60 shops on Mare Street 
and Narrow Way had their fronts 
smashed and dozens were looted. 


Fires were staricd In dustbins, 
pavements were torn up and the 
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Some of the tangle with police 
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A mask hides the face of one protester 
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tlme for something else 
today—the big clear-up. 

On e moming after 

Be aecautalion re: 

evastaltion re- 

a el te famillar detri- 

fus us aan the yt food 


teaied of burger boxes 
and milk snake pertone, 
there was & of grey 
crete slabs, Close lay 
shards of thick blue glass. 

The stones hod been 
hurled repeatedty at Mc- 
Donal 


toughened glass, but creot- 
ing a fantastic, frightening 
spider's web aa it shattered. 

Inside, at the height of 
tast olght's 30-minute foct- 
ing wrecking rampage 
children d 


, thelr dial an 
slaff cowered be behind 1 
doors. 


One customer said: “We 


just heard thump, UMD, 
seemed to go 


thump, and It 
on for ever. Everyone wos 


es se, = 


§ policewoman Alt bya Brick in Hackney Bolds her. ; 


AF kk A be 
ESE a Ee SS 


very frightened.” 
MeDonald's faces a bill 
for at least £25,000 for cet 


ans aione; the emotio 
amage inflicted by the 
meme Pee worse. 


g alt Sa 
their Se abeeewhen win- 
dows fatled te bf mea taking 
out their frustration Indis- 
criminately long -Ehare 3 wood 
Street's marrow pping 


Few busincases escaped. 
The 500 or so marauders ot- 
tacked chain stores, build- 


Steve Davis, the 32- 
arold owner of Hackney 


lice escort to reach his shop. 
When he arrived, he 
looked on 


Incredul as 
about 40 people hurled 


ee = 





ny Lig dh ue» 


sone Rs: aries pieces of 

Ing they 
could oe hol of at any- 
thing that seemed to be a 
target. 


They couldn't break 
through Ss "g metal shut- 
ters. But what they could do 
ace me inte: sane 
window of a chartere 

or’s next door, which 
had nothing worth stealing. 

Down the sircet Steve's 
friend the bookseller had 


thousands of nds-worth 
of books chucked from the 
shelves. In sh Ike Radio 
Rentals and D hi-fls ond 


TVs were just asking to be 
taken. 


OS mal ee PS oe Grr 


a oe aF d 5 rare 


f Be = as, below, protesters ware extremist banter’ 
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Continucd from Page 1 


concrete slabs used as mis- 
siles, and a police Metro pa- 
trol car was overturned. 

Some armed with riot 
shields staged counter- 

es against 
groups of up to 200 stone- 
rowing rioters, almost all 
in their late teens or cariy 
twenties. 

Mounted officers were 
also cnlicd into the battle 
which ed from 8.55pm, 
when lee cleared the 
square in front of the town 
hall, untl! well after 
10.30pm. 

Senlor officers had to use 
helicopters to direct ambu- 
lances to the eccne as both 
sok and protesters suf- 

red head Lojuries from the 
hoil of missziea. 


oak alae the worst curesses 


cularly the the 
looting the « rae ae ae 
and white _SWP 
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A 23-zear-old East London 
man was fined £40 with £10 
costs today after admitting 
a charges of Surety lnc 
haviour during last night's 
violent poll tax demonstra- 
tlon In I cy. 
Brian Elias, of Alnrworth 
Chingford, swore at 
police officers and behaved 
agurcectvely outside Hack- 
ney T fall, Old Street 
magistrates were told. 





bearing the pik i e, 
“Break 


Don't secs Pou P. 
could ibe sonra 


The be pecs bill ls ex- 
to run into tens of 
sands of pounds. 

The police chicf in charge 
of operations te 7 raegpinatd 
last night today said he was 
convinced that the Cis was 
bh baa by political ac- 
tivists. 






“Tam absolutely confident 


activists who had gone 
along with no Interest what- 
sorver in Hac “s com- 
munity charge. Their sole 
interest was in attacking po 
lice lines.” 


He sald that of the doters 


Of the 30 police officers 
injured last night, all have 
now been released from hos 
rere although Chief Supt 

ulvihijl sald that some 
would be off duty for several 
il ag n result of their inju- 


“There were clearly a 
number of people who at- 
tended « meeting aimply to 
attack the pollre. 

“A lot of local people were 
there eed upon of ose 
ma ve n res € 
for the attacks. nOKT 

“But other focal ple 
tried to stop the violence 
and were stop from do 
ing so by others in the 
crowd who were itr out te 
cereale trouble.” 

Chief spol tal epeieain 
Mulvihil) denied that poise 
had been toc slow rt 

to the lonting gang 
which ron amok in o shop- 
ping parade, 

He sald: “People who crili- 
cise the response do hot 
have my overview of the slt- 
uation. 

Hackney Council yrs 
John McCafferty sald there 





Police ensure 
Haringey peace 


POLICE outnambered 
demoustrators inday as 
Haringey Council made a 
second alitempt to fix its 
poll tax. 

Only about 50 protester 
were af the Clyic Cenire 

Green, as councilor. 
reconvened their meei lng. 
3t was adjourned at 2an 
on Tuesday afier an inva 
alon of (he chamber, 

The ruling Labour Frou) 
almed to Introduce a p 
inx of £572.89 which wa 
tip tinside ib: 
Governments recommen 
dation. 





ular pro 


| Hebe peer pa ii not condor 


violence. 


He added: “I think it 1 
quite clear the protestor 
were a cross section of oH 


population: uation of 
ere ls a cob be 


ruption there will be 
who will join in ta add ta to iM 
disruptian.” 

During campalgning ¢ 
the Mid-Staffordshire by 
elcction today, both Ilom 


Secre David Wadding 
ton and Shadew enviror 
ment secre 
condemned 
Hackney. 


Blane Abbott, MP fc 
Hackney North and Stok 
Newington, today accuse 
Nirg teher of being tk 
“real urban terrorist” behin 
last night's riots. Ms Abbo 
put down a House of Con 
mons motlon denouncir 
the Prime Minister for cau 


e violence % 


ing the vicicnce outside tt 
Town Hall, 
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PM blames militancy on Labour _ 


Tip . aa iL 
i aF, dolor. - ! I 1 a 


ent scenes ontside Hackney down hall, east London PHOTOGRAPH: ROBIN MAYES 





Alan Travis 
Political Correspondent 


RS Thatcher yester- 
day tried to link the 
spectre of “militant 

olence™ surround- 
nec poll tax protests with 
‘Labour, 





Sieh atl ley argument away 
from the benefils of the commu- 
nity charge, the Prime Minister 
— orchestraied by her party 
chairman Kenneth Baker — 

esterday tried to link Labour 

Ps to the town hall 
demonstrations. 

“They are precisely the same 
kind of Violence we have seen 
before at Grunwick, in the coal 
strike and at Wapping, and they 
are a negation of democracy," 
she told the Commons. 

Sensing a chink of light in the 
pol tax argument, Conserva- 

ve MPs ignored condemnation 
of the violent incidents from 
every section of the Parliamen- 
tary Labour Party, rangin 
from the Labour leader, Nei 
Kinnock, to MP Dave Nellist, a 
Militant supporter, who said 
the All Britain Anti-poll 'Tax 
Federatlon “does not organise, 
advocate or condone the 
violence”. 

Mrs Thatcher seized on the 
alleged statement by 28 Labour 
MPs site et would sh pba 
campaign of non-payment, an: 
demanded Mr Kinnock disown 
them. But three say they intend 
to pay the tax, and nearly half 
do not support a campatgn. One 
of the 28 — Tony Benn, MP for 
Chesterfield — claimed Britaln 
was “witnessing the first major 
civil disobedience campaten 
Since the Suffragettes". He 
urged Labour to defend those 
who decided not to pay, and 
Pledge itself to an amnesty. 

Labour leaders oppose a cam- 
paign of mass non-payment, 
saying it is dangerous to en- 
courage people in financial dif- 
ficulties to take on a debt 


whieh te Preland snd Watas 


can lead to prison. However, 10 
Plaid Cymru councillors tn Nei] 
Kinnock’s Islwyn constituency 
announced they would not pay. 

Pressure is still mounting on 
the Conservative Party. The 
lecal government minisier, 
David Hunt, Is receiving daily 
delegations from agerieved 
Conservative councillors. The 
poll tax hag split the ruling 
Conservative group on Torquay 
counci], Devon, with seven vot- 
ing against oa tax of £395. Last 
night, the Conservative-led Bar- 
net council met in Mrs 
Thatcher’s constituency of 
Finchley, north London, to set a 
poll tax rate £60 above the Gov- 
ermment's £278 national aver- 
age target. 

Negotiations between the De- 
partment of Environment and 
the local authority associations 
over the level of next year's 
Whitehall grants to councils 
start today. The councils are ex: 

ed to blame rising poll tax 

lls on the Government's fail- 
ure to get its figures right last 
year, to the tune of £2.4 billion. 
That is the mlnimum extra fig- 
ure Mr Patten needs to win 
from the Treasury in the com- 
ing Cabinet battle over local au: 
thority spending to peg average 
poll tax bills at £380 -— E100 
above the government estimate. 

Mrs Thatcher has promised 
that the negotiations will con- 
siter any fresh evidence about 
the success or [allure of Sian- 
dard Spending Assessments — 
the mechanism which has 
pushed up poll tax bills in the 
Conservative shires. 

Mr Baker produced in a press 
conference bar charts showing 
that many more Labour coun- 
cils were overspending than 























through Hackney, enst 
London, last as police cleared 


from outside the town hail, 


of the highest in the country, 
was set, 
Fifty-seven pcople were ar- 


pore officers were taken to 
o 


looted. 
side oiher council meetings 
England. 


Mrs Thatcher was hurned, 
but there were no other 
reports 
vicience. 

Earlier yesterday, Hackney 
council] staff walked out in 
protest at security measures 
taken by the Labour council, 
which called in a private 
firm io board up windows 
and some doors in prepara- 
tion for the meeting. 

The police decision te clear 
the oauare in front of the 
town hall came after 90 min- 


Conservative councils. | ntes of increasingly ugly 
Labour's campaigns co-ordina- |skirmishes hetween police 
tor, Jack Cunningham, pro- |and some of the crowd who 


ferred a simple explanation — 
there are many more Labour 
councils in the country. 


huried bottles, cans and 
lumps of wood. 

One man had his head 
gashed by a Nying boltle, and 


eS eee eee 
Osialts, page 4) Polltics, page [a young pollcewoman was 


Stephen Cook, Colla Locks, 
Paul Webster and Paul Myers 
Se 


IOTERS smashed a 
half-mile swaihe 


4,000-5,000 demonstrators 
Where a poll tax of £4199, one 


rested, and police and dem- 
onstralars injured by fying 
bottles and siones. Four 


spital. A police car was 
overturned, and shops were 


There were protests out- 
in London and the south of 
In Swindon, an effigy of 


of large-scale 


clutching her eye. Much of 
the violence directed at the 
police appeared to come from 
Broups of anarchisis, who 
roamed through the demon- 
strators enticing them to 
charge police ranks. 

Staves from Militant and 
Secialist Worker banners 
were among missiles 
launched at the police, many 
of which hit demonstrators 
hehind the police lines. 

About 200 youths broke up 
paving stones and smashed 
the windows of Woolworth, 
McDonalds, Marks & pen. 
cer, BbS and the Midland 
Bank. Shops were looted, and 
a 300-yard stretch at the top 
of the main street was left 
strewn with glass and 
rubble. 

The rlot fizzled out near 
Hackney police siation, 
where a police car was 
turned over and its windows 
smashed. Police horses 
emerged from behind the 
station to clear the last of the 
demonstrators. 

In the boarded-up town 
hall, the council set jis rate 
— £202 above the govern- 
ment guideline — amid heck- 
ling from the public gallery. 
A bag of flour burst on the 
floor of the chamber. 

Afterwards, Commander 
John Purnell, the most 
senior officer at the scene, 
sald: “We brought in re- 
inforcements and deployed 
our resources as best we 
could, but some elements 
took advantage of the situa- 
tion to cause the damage. 
You've just got to look round 
at the kind of neonta in thie 


0/ held as London poll tax 
protest erupts into riot 


Police at Swindon called 
for relnforcements after 30 
people, from a crowd of 500, 
tried to break down the 
doors of the council offices. 

In north London, a man 
was taken to hospital with a 
broken arm after a car 
Ploughed through 500 pro- 
lesters demonstrating out- 
side Camden town hall. The 
poll tax was set at £5111, a £21 
reduction on an earlier coun- 
cil estimate. 

In west London, more than 
1,000 people crowded into 
Hillingdon Council's civic 
centre. Some watched pro- 
ceedings on closed circuit 
televislon in committce 
rooms. Stewards carryin 
two-way radios monitore 
the number of people enter- 
ing the building to prevent a 
recurrence of ihe disorder 
which stopped the counell 
from fixing its charge last 
week. 

In nearby Labour-con- 
trolled Ealing council, where 
the Labour leader, Neil Kin- 
nock, lives, the poll tax was 
set at £495. 

Picketers were almost out- 
numbered by the police 
Riterd at Hendon town hall as 
the prime minister's local au- 
thority, Barnet council, set a 
poll tax of £339, £15 over its 
government target, 

Two masked men in 
Gloucestershire held up a 
pub claiming they needed the 
money tn pay their poll tax. 
The men threatened the bar- 
man with a knife, and apolo- 
gised, tclling him: “We've 
only done this because we 
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by TONY GALLAGHER 
THIS is the mindless 
face of the poll tax 
savagery that turned 
London streets into a 
war zone last night. 


A thug wields a torn-up 
road sign as he leads an 
aliack on heavily outnum- 
bered police. 

At feast 30 officers were 


5,000 take to streets in looting orgy 


hurt, four seriously, as 5,000 
demonsirators ran amok after 
Hackney council decided its 
tax rate. 

Scores of shops were looted and 
local peaple lecked themselves inside 
thelr homes during the two-hour 
mob rampare. 


‘T ODAY 


Mounted police and officers tn full 
riot gear, including women, baton 
charge! the crowds ant snatch 
squads (ried lo grab ringleaders. At 
least 47 people were arresiced. 

Many demonstrators weer Militant 
supporters from utitstde the area, 


One polire sergeant sald: “They 


45° IO 


have used the lax as an excuse for 
on orgy of lovting and rioting. 

“L have not seen anything like this 
since (he Brixton riols years age.” 

SLD leader Patidy Ashdown, who 
was cscorte to safety after hundreds 
of demonstrators broke inta a mect- 
lng nearby, said: “1 have scen scones 
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Hike this in Belfast. and [ was os fright: 
ened then as now. This type of elolence 
is nppalling and does nothing to firther 
the anil pull-inx cause.” 

Toth Margarel Thatcher and Nett Kin- 
neck contemnerd the rloters. 

The violence flared after Hackney 
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From Page 1 


courcll agreed a £499 
community charge A 
100-strong furce of po 
lice, standing six deep, 
kept demonalrators 
away from the Town 
Hall during the meeting. 

In fritstratlon, more 
than 1,000 staged a sit- 
down protest. Police dils- 
persed them and formed 
a new conion a quarter 
afta mile oway. 

Suddenty the fury 
bolled over. Crowds re- 
grouped !n side sircets 
io launch atiacks. 

More than 200 polcie 
reinforcements,  inelud- 
ing women oillcers, were 
rushed in and thrown 
into the front Wne under 
a hall of broken bottles, 
stones nnd bricks 


Precinct 


Hones more protes- 
tors swarmed inlo the 
Mare Street pedesirctan 
precinct, breaking every 
window In alghl. 

TVs and videos worth 
thousands of pounds 
were = stolen m a 
fooled rental! shop. 

The local McDonalds 
was “smashed to bits", 
said police, and 40 other 
stores attacked. 

The owner of a 
wrecked card shop said: 
“| can't understand the 
mentallty of people who 
da this. Who do they end 
up hurting? What do 
they gain from it?” 

Peter Adams, 46, sald: 
“] saw a woman running 
off with a wedding dresa. 
An clcctrical shop was 
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FLASHPOINT: Police clash with violent protesters surging forward ina pitched battle 


cleared out. Thera was 
nathing left. 

“J saw somebody 
breaking up paving slabs 
for ulhers io smash win- 


Lee Prooks, 241, Inold 
how he saw the demon- 
slralion disintegrata into 
a bloody orgy of violence 
and lool!ne. 

Ile said: “A crowd of 
200 were running down 
the High Street smash- 
Ing windows for absolu- 
tely no reason. 

"Everyone was 
actrcaming and shouting 
and il was very frighten: 
Ing. The protesiers out: 
side the town hall were 


ail sees, cven mothers 
with children. Dut the 
lpotera were all youn. 

“AL frat the pollce did 
not even realise what 
was happenine. 

"Then finally the back- 
up tenis Geran io arrlve 
ond the mounted potice 
came and the crowds 
dispersed! 

Post Office worker 
John McCrody, 54, sald: 
“These ple ore turn 
Ing Ho info their own 
war. They dont come 
from round here. 

“They just turned up 
to have a po al police,” 
@ Night the thugs took 

over: Pages (£5 


Courts ready for 
3.5m poll rebels 


SPRCtTAE. courts will 
be sci up io te cope 
with an severe! 3.5 
milllon poll tax de- 
faulirrs. 
Minbetecs wlll 
shortly give secret in- 
strucilons on deallng 
with non-payers. 
Many ateas bave al- 
ready hogked courts 
in cope with the re- 
volt, scl to be ihe bip- 


gest challenge to law 
and order faced by the 
Government. 

Police In same 
inner-cily areas are 
preparing for riots 
when people are 
forced to pay the tax, 

Premier Margaret 
Thatcher compared 
this week's proicsis te 
vinjence during the 
miners’ strike. 





MILLIONS of TV view: 
era watched In horror 
os 8 police canstablic 
was mercilessly bai: 
tered by hate-filled 
thugs, 

The afficer Is despcra- 
sly roti io held back 
the ok ne mob when 
attddenly he is fekiing 
to proiect his Ife as 

unches rain dawn on 

Ist. 

For ane terrifying 
moment viewers sec 
him pulled forward and 
clubbed hy an crop. 
halred militant who has 
obviously arrived 
armed, then ¢escapas 
Inte the crowd, 

The officer turns on A 


E 





by JIM GALLAGHER 
and GARY MORGAN 





second man who tricsi- 
wice ta haticr tum in 
the face, 

Undaunted, the brave 
consiahic holds on to 
the attacker who ts 
acrenming with hated. 


But two ather friends 
of the thug Join the fray 
and Inah out, 


With a wave of 
sirengih the officer 
hagls onc of his ate- 
ackers over the wall 
and, after knecing hts 
assallant, brings him 
under contrel 
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ATTACK: the olficer’ $s helmet ts knocked foes 3 
his head during a charge by 20 screaming yobs 





PUNCH: The | Pe rie to grab one of the yobs 
when a fist suddenly smashes him tn the face 
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CLUBBED: A man appears from the ‘crowd and: 
batters the officer's head with a wooden cosh 





BRAVE: The bruised and bloodied PC sagie” 
one of his vicious attackers over the walt 
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from a poll tax demo Pietures: STEVE BURTON LEE BROOKS 
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RIOT ZONE: A squad car Iles on Its side outside Hackney police station after being tinped over by mobs 
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RAMPAGE: Cartons Iltter the street as footers smash their way Into a restaurant CALL OF THE WILD: Baying protesters push toward police outside the town hall 


TODAY sd © 








24 


ee 


rt Ate 


eee 
oe ey 


es aaron 
a. a 


a Pere e pee ; 
eee ee 


DAILY = TeLecRAPH 


1 ies e 
a 
oo 


Ji GLICSICU dds PUNT VICdK Up HUY 





Poll tax protest 
turns to rioting 


and looting 


By Ben Fenton, Philip Sherwell and Martin Newland 


MOUNTED POLICE broke up a mob that had looted shops and 
attacked a police station in Hackney, east London, last night after a 
poll tax protest by up to 5,000 people blew up into a riot, with running 
battles between officers and demonstrators. Scotland Yard said 37 
people were arrested and more than 30 police officers hurt in the 
worst violence yet seen in the campaign against the community 
charge. Shops were raided after the windows of virtually every build- 
ing for 500 yards were kicked in or smashed with dustbins and bricks. 
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Demonstrators clashing with police outside Hackney Town Hall where 4,000 people gathered to protest at the community charge 


Televisions from an electri- 
cal store were looted ani bre- 
ken, a patrol car ontside the 
police sialion was overturned 
and rubbish bins were set 
alight 

Mr Peler Adams, 46, a Hack- 
ney resident, said: “I saw a 
woman rinning off with a wed- 
ding dress. A local electrical 
shop was cleared out. There 
was nothing left, People were 
running off with videos. 

“T saw somebody breaking 
up paving slabs for others io 
threw fo smash windows,” he 
addled? 

Afr Adil Salahi, a shop 
owner, said: “We were abso- 
tulely terrified. They moved 
down past the shops throwing 
dustbins through windows,” 

Mounted police had ta 
charge a mob of several bun- 
dred that gathered outside 
Hackney police station and 
threw missiles through 
windows. 

Earlier, polire guarding 
Nackaey town hall, where 
councillors were trying to seta 
poll tax of £499, fought with 
demonstrators at close quar- 
ters and conducted a series of 
baton charges alter es were 
pelted with stones, botiles and 
olber missiles. 

About 2,000 protesters had 
gathered to oppote the com- 
munily charge, but it was a 
hard core of about 200 that 
bean attacks on officers that 
Jasied for more than two hours. 
Police reinfarcemenis were 
called from other parts of 
London when about 1,006 pro- 
testers staged a sil-down 
demonstration. 

At §.30, traffic in Mare 
Street, Hackney's main ther: 
oughfare. came to a standstill 
as the demonstration spilled 
on ia the read and 2) police: 
men came under a fail of 
missiles as they tried lo clear 
the street. 

At this stage, senior police 
officers decided to remove all 
the protesters from in front of 
the town hall, The crowd had 
swelled from 1.000 at Tpm to 
4,{410 two hours later. 

A line of police moved the 
crowd both north and south 
along Mare Street, Scufffes 
broke out between officers and 
demonstralors. 

Opposiie the town hall, the 
crush became so intense that 

copte had to scramble over a 

ence to escape. Children 
brought to the rally by their 
parents were handed over tn 
safely 

After the crowd had been 
cleared, the 200-sirang hard 
core began smashing shop and 
office windows and laid siege 
to a McDonald's restaurant 
containing a handful of 
clstomers. 

The restaurant windows 
cracked but did not smash. 
The mob then turned its alien: 
tien to shops, banks and build- 
ing societies in the rest of the 
sireet. The desiruciion was 
over wilhin about five minules 
and the only evidence of loot- 
ing was at the electrical stare. 
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Senior police officers 
described the scene as “cha- 
atic’', and reinforcements 
artived from the Territorial 
Support Group. 

A policeman said protesters 
standing on a railway bridge 
straddling Mare Strect threw 
bricks on to officers passing 
beneath. 

Four policemen were treated 
in hospital, the worst sufferin 
from a broken nose. Four o 
those arrested were not from 
the Hakcney area. 

A sergeant involved in one of 
the baton charges, said: “Uf it 
had been a peaceful protest 
they could have protested alt 
day lang but it is a diflerent 
story when they are throwin 
bottles, bricks, placards an 
sticks." 

During the taoting lalcr, the 
youllis, many wearing hoods 
and with scarves across their 
faces, were thoughi to be from 
adifferent group. 

The Fane dispersed as 
mounted police and vans ¢ arry- 
ing reinlorcements acrived. 
However, groups of youths 
roamed the arca into the early 
hours as scores of burglar 
alarms continucd 1) ring. 

Three hours aficr the vio- 
lence began, police in vans 
were still patralling the back 
strects around the tuwn hale. 
anoccasion arresting people. 

Earlier, organisers of ihe 
protest said the council had 
adapted heavy-handed secu- 
rily measures, including 
guards with dabermaan 
pinschers. 

Mir Paddy Ashdown, the 
Jeader of the Libera! Demo- 
crats, whe had been af Hack- 
ney town hall for an eartier 
mecting, called the protesters 
a“rabbic™ and likened ihe vio- 
lence to Ihe streets ol Northern 


Iegjand ia: “) condemn this’ 


mindless brulality. [ have seen 
scenes like this in Belfast and 
was as frightened then as now 
ie caughi in the middle of it 
afl.’ 


There was alse serious (rou- 
ble during the second attempt 
by Thamesdown council in 
Swindon, Willshire, to levy a 
poll tax of £336. 

Ai Camiten, north London, 
40 peapic chanted oulside the 
lows halt but the meeting was 
delayed as the ruling Labour 
group met to considers savings 
to cot the expected charge 
level of £555. 

Almost 500 prople laid siege 
to Hillingdon civic centre, 
west London, where council- 
fora were also trying for the 
second time to set acharge. 

At Eallng, in west London, 
councillors were jecred by 400 
people and covered in paper as 
they arrived to set a comme: 
nity charge of £435, 

fiarnet council, in north 
London, which covers Mes 
Thatcher's Finchley constilu- 
ency, set a poll tax of £338 
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most flerce 
| the poll tax on London's streets, 
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poure. who brought in reinforcements 
the Territorial Support Group, 
tried to seal off the area 


A mother sheltered her baby as a 
hail of bottles rained down on police. 


One Militant boasted *we've done a 
copper” as an officer fell, blood 
Streaming from his face. 


Police at the scene said it was the 
seen 30 far over 


Mass devastation was caused to ihe 


main shopping centre as gangs 
| smash 19 shone 


ed windows and looted shops. 


| One resident reported 4 woman run- 
wedding dress. 


ning off with a 

About 300 police, same armed with 
tet shields, Broke up the main Gert 
castration but pitched battles contin- 
ued in side streets. 

Police Commander John Purnell 
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mob go 


MOTHER SHELTERS HER CHILD AS BEER CANS, FLOUR BOMBS, 
PAINT AND STICKS ARE THROWN IN WORST POLL TAX VIOLENCE 





Head-on violence: Police struggle with protestors trying to force their way into Hackney town hall 


said: “I think ory officers acted with a 
tremendous degree of restraint.“ 


detest the idea of the poll tax but these 
people are turning it into ther awn 


Protests 


The riot erupted just four hours 
after Mrs Thatcher condemned the 
rent-a-mob protests in the Commons. 

*{t is precisely the same kind of vio- 
fence we have seen before at Grune 
wick, in the coal strike and at Wapping 
and it is a negation of democracy,” she 
told MPs. 

The Labour leader agreed. but he 
refused to back calls for an inquiry 


into all tinks between Labour and 
Militant Tendency. 

Tory Party chairman Kenneth 
Baker produced figures that showed 
Labour-led councils overspending by 
up to £213 per head above the Gov- 
emment’s pol) tax recommendations. 

There was further violence in 
Swindon, Wiltshire, where a 2,000- 
strong column of protesters tried to 
batter thelr way into the town hall 
where the majority Labour Group was 
recommending a £499 tax. 


A demonstrator was feared to have 
a broken arm after a car accejersied 
through a 200-strong crowd outside 
Camden town hall in North London 
where the Left-wing authority sel a 
£534 charge. 


At Barnet, the North London bor- 
ough which inciudes Mrs Thatcher's 
oeey constituency, police outnum- 
dered ihe 50-strong crowd The Tory 
council was ed to sei the charge 
at E236 — above target. 


Police take a beating as 
es on rampage 
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Betore the storm: The crowd 


=Renorting team: Nicholas Buckley, Jack Lee, John Twomey, Robert Gibson, Charles Lewington @ Pictures: Tim Clarke—__ 
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By NICHOLAS BUCKLEY, JACK LEE and JOHN TWOMEY 


MILITANT protesters 
provoked the worst polf 
tax violence yet as they 
went on the rampage for 
the fourth day in succes- 
sion last night. 

The hooliganism, blamed on 
rent-a-mob thugs, continued 
despite condemnation earlier 
in A day from the Prime Min- 
ister and Neil Kinnock 

A riot erupted at Hackney Coun- 
cil in East London, where police 
and demonstrators fought rinning 
battles. pee 
number Sf ethcers and demonstraiors 
were injured by Dying missiles. 

Geer cans, Jour bombs, paint and 


sticks were hurled at police who were 
uying lo contro) a crowd of 1,500 
chanling protesters. 


Many, who were carrying Militant 
and Socialist Worker banners, were 
dragged off, screaming abuse. 


anette the cepa in Font of the 
to the ron 

cee hall where Labour councilors 
were preparing to set a charge of £499 
= 2 above the Government's esti- 


* nate. 


Liberal Democrat leader Paddy Ast- 
down, who witnessed the violence, 
said: “I have seen scenes like this in 
Belfast, and J was as frightened then as 
now.” He challenged Labour leader 
Neil Kinnock to withdraw the Whip 
from his 28 MPs who are refusing 10 
pay the community charge. 

Cars were smashed by the mob a3 


Page 5 Column 2 . 


LOOTERS ON RAMPAGE 
AFTER POLL TAX D 


LOOTERS went on the rampage [Re , ae 
last night as police fought running midi CO co S 
battles with stone-throwing poll tax 
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protesters. 


A mile-long stretch of 50 shops had 


their windows shattered after officers 


armed with riot shields 


gene Stoned a3 if 4 
iin ee ee 


strong crowd in Hackney, East London. 


The sea of broken glass stretched from 
near Hackney town hail to within yards 
of the local police station. 


Hooligans smashed windows with pav- 
ing stones and concrete blocks before 
grabbing TVs, videos and radios. 

More than 30 officers were hurt in the 
riot blamed on “‘rent-a-mob" 

At least 57 people were arrested. Police 


Commander John Pur- 
nell said his men were 
attacked with bottles, 
sticks and cans in the 
worst violence so far 
over the poll tax. 

SDP leader Paddy Ash- 
down was ushered ta safety 
from a nearby meeting as 
the lLabour-controlled coun- 
cil fixed a tax of £499. 


In SWINDON, Wilts, 
amoke-bombs, fire- 
works and eggs were 
thrown at police guard- 
ing the council 
chamber. 

An effigy of Premier 


Margaret Thatcher was 


burned as the council 
set a tax of £336. 
Up to 1,000 protestors 


JOHN PEACOCK 


MARTIN PHILLIPS 





besieged HILLINGDON 
clvic centre as council- 
lors prepared to try fora 
second time to set a poll 
tax rate. 

Labour-controlled 
EALING council set its 
tax at £435 despite the 
protests of an angry 
mob showering council- 
lors with bundles of 
paper. 

Councillors struggied 
to be heard above chants 
and jeering. 

A private security 
firm and police guarded 
Hendon town hall as 
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BARNET council set a 
tax of £338 attesting Mrs 
Thatcher's Finchley 
constituency. re) eee 
Labour-controlled © b= eBoy 
CAMDEN council] agreed _— 
a figure of £534 amid 
shouts and screams 
from the public 
gallery. 


Hundreds of frustrated [ius ese eee 


demonstrators biocked traf- = 


oe i ac SE nip bias toe 


- ee oar aa 


: Oe 
fic outside the town hall ond esiRtspet uname Sa ae rr a 
a i fg Se snie goat Fay fae 


only 50 were allowed into [ 
the public gallery. 


ALL TEN Weish Na- 
tionalist councillors “age 
in Labour leader Neil ~~ 
Kinnock’s constitu- ‘Us 
ency at Islwynt, = 
South Wales have | 
vowed they will ref- 


7) 
ae oe 
Lua ao Pe 






vowed they will ret RUNNING RIOT: Thug seca 6 pee nH Terme 


ge 


* 


7 a complaint a 


f analysis says 





SUMMARY 


RUC three 
ineed not go 
to inquest 


Three RUC officers involved 
in the incident which sparked 
the stil unresotved “shoot to 
kill” controversy cannot be 





3 compelled to give evidence at 
a the inquests, the House of 


Lords ruled... Page 3 


Law repert, page 16 
Leading article, page 18 








Wallace ruting 


The Press Council has upheid 
The inde- 
peaders by Colin Wallace. a 
former Army information offi- 
cer ia Northern [reland Page 2 


Waste rumpus 


§ Britain was involved in a row 
3 for refusing to sign a Europe- 
+ af deal bannme nuclear waste 
a burial under the Nonh Sea. 


Forther report, page 4 
Towards 2 clean sea, page 19 





/ Uncertain runners 
f The top 10 “listed” sports 


events will not be guaranteed a 


itch eater a tos 


Airport plan 


auport on @ Thames estuary 
man-made island wil] be put to 


ihe Government._... Page 8 


Cutlosk, page 23 


: Tagging ‘fiasco’ 
s An electronic tagging project 
A ended amid “fiasco” allega- 


110ns ane Page 3 








Exam resuits 
S Children from Iocan families 


de best in examinations, an 


- Page § 








| SA-troaps ready 


South Aincas army was on 
stand-by for intervention in 
Bophutaiswana Page 10 








4 Secession move 


The nationalist majonty in 
Lithuania's ncwly elected par- 
Kament voted tw deciare the 
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Looting and smoke bombs in fourth night of trouble as 800 demonstrate in east London 








By lan MacKinnon 
Nicholas Timmins 
and Nick Cohen 


SMOKE BOMBS were thrown 
and police baton-charged protest- 
ers last right on the fourth 
successive night of demonsira- 
trons against the poll tax. 

Waves of police from opera- 
tional support groups ran into a 
crowd of about 800 demon- 
strators qutside the poll tax fixing 
meeting in Hackney, cast 
London. 

Protesters had blocked mads 
outside the town hall and over- 
turned a police car. As officers at- 
tempted to clear the streets, they 
were pushed back by the jeering 
crowd and faced 3 hail of beer 
cans, bottles and bricks. 

At least 38 ple were ar- 
rested and one demonsirator’s leg 
was broken when a car ran into 
him. A policeman was injured 
when hit by a missile thrown at of- 
ficers protecting ihe Labour-can- 
irciled council. The conflict de- 
generated ilo running street 
fights, shop windows were broken 
and lhere was looting. 

Earlier yesterday, Margaret 
Thatcher desenbed the angry re- 
action to the poil tax as a negation 
af democracy. However, later 
even Bamet in the Prime Minis- 
ter’s nonth London constituency 
failed to support the government 
line. The Conservative-controlled 
suthority set a poll tax of 38 — 
£2} an adult higher than the De- 


were more rovust than violent 
and there were few serious 
incidents. 

Mes Thatcher and ministers 
had earlier continued to attack 
the demonstrations to combat 
criticism of the which 
mousit be paid by every aduit in 
Britain from § April. At Prime 
Minister's question time she said 
ihote Labour MPs who refuse as a 
matter of conscience to pay the? 
tax were “quite wrong”. 

Later in a Glasgow speech, the 
Prime Minister sccused Labour 
of wanting to “tax, tax and tax 
again”. its alternative to the poll 
tax was a nightmare, she sav. 

Nelli Runnock fully supported 
her condemnaiion of violence 
and «aid he agreed with every- 


‘The early stages of the violeace in Hackney rast night, Demonstrators attack solice lines at the bottom of the town hall steps 


thing she had just said “as I have 
long made clear”, 

But Labour's leadership was 
embarrassed by Tony Benn, who 
said the Labour movement 
should defend all those including 
Labour MPs who are refusing to 
pay “and pledge itself to an am- 
nesty to hit all the penalties which 
may be imposed on them”. 

While those who defied the law 
Must expect punishment, he said, 
“there <3 no moral obligation to 
obey an unjust law”. 

The country, he sard, was “wit- 
nessing the tus. major civil di- 
obedience campaign since the 


suffragettes” and over the same 
issue of democratic rights. “If 
enough stand fir against the pall 
tax we can compel! the Govern- 
ment to withdraw it.” 

A charge of £499 will be levied 
on adults in Hackney, one of Brit- 
ain’s poorer districts. The trouble 
began after the tax was fixed in a 
barricaded council chamber, 

Only 40 people were allowed 
into the public gallery and the de- 
bate took place with only a few 
minor interruptions, including the 
throwing af 4 own Aermes an che 
Labour teader, John McCaiferty. 

Cleaners and about 70 Naigo 


union staff had earlier walked out 
in protest against what they de- 
scribed as “Fort Knox" conditions 
inside the town hall, with doors 


hundred demonstrators were held 
back by police. The protest was 


Goors, against police lines 
rather than fighting. 

Others beld up an effiey of Mes 
Thatcher with a noose around her 
neck and set fire to it. 


Camden Council, in sosth Loo- 
don, set 2 Soil tax of £534 — one 


of the highest. Despite having ta 


cope with the worst homelessness 

ers un ihe country, the Gov- 
emument has decided every réti- 
dent must contnbute £75 towards 
the “safiey net™ which goes to au- 
thorities in other areas. 

The Lzbour-controlied council 
in Ealing, west London, where Mr 
Kinnock lives, set its poll tax at 
£435. About 250 protested out- 
side but there was no violence. 

Further reports, page 3 
Parliament, page 6 
Peter Kellner, page 19 








Police baton -charge poll tax : protesters 
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Jitters over Thatcher 
reach Cabinet level 


CONSERVATIVE Party jitters 
about the poll taz and Margaret 
Thatcher's position as leader 
have reached Cabinet colleagues, 
it was reported at Westminster 
last night. 

Well-placed sources told The 
Independent that a small group of 
Cabinet ministers bave discussed 
options including the suggestion 
that Mra Thatcher might be 
asked to stand down in farour of 





By Anthony Bevirs 
Political Editor 


party chairman, might be 


Qne source sald last night: 
“Ken has much to fose and little 
io gain; Michael has nothing to 
fose and all to gain.” 

Other petential contenders, 
such 2a John Major. Chancellor 
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Thatcher 


MARGARET THATCHER was 
yesterday accused of breaking an 
election pledge that hundreds of 
thousands of the poorest people 
living on income support would 
receive compensation for their 
share of the average poll tax bill. 
The charge came as the De- 
partmens of Social Security said 
that no help beyond that already 
announced was to be given to the 
4,200,000 people on income sup- 
rt to help them meet poll tax 
ils that are one third higher than 
the Government anticipated. 
Michael Meacher, Labour's so- 
cial security spokesman, said: 
“That is a clear breach of the elec- 
tion pledge. She said the com- 
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By Nicholas Timmins 
Political Correspondent 


SS a 
pensation would be for the aver- 
age bill and it is clearly not going 
to cover the average bill for in- 
come support claimants.” 

The Child Poverty Action 
Group said that even taking the 
likely average bill in England of 
£363, that would leave single peo- 
ple under 25 about 20p a week 
worse off than if they received 
compensation for the average bill, 
and couples 37p a week poorer. 

From 1 Apni, even those who 
live on the “safety net” benefit 
will have to pay 20 per cent of the 


Cs ee 


eta od Ln os, | 


community charge. To help them 
do that, £1.30 for adults over 25, 
£2.30 for couples, and £1.15 for 
single people under 25 was buiit 
in to benefit rates from last April. 
Announcing the figures, John 
Moore, then Secretary of State 
for Social Security, said it was a 
“ance-and-for-all adjustment”. 
The cash followed Mrs Thatch- 
er's pledge at the last election that 
claimants would be given sums 
equivalent to 20 per cent of the 
average community charge in 


England and Wales to help them 
pay there bills, 

Depending on the level at 
which councils set the poll tax, 
that would mean some would get 


more compensation than the 20 
per cent they actually paid and 
some Jess. “But it will be an aver- 
age amount,” she said. 

But the Department of Social 
Security said this week that al- 
though the average bill is set to be 
# third higher than the Govern- 
Ment anticipated, the compensa- 
tion announced “remains a once- 
and-for-all adjustment”, 

“There is no sntention to in- 
crease these sums,” the depart- 
ment said, beyond the 5.2 per cent 
increase in Apni in ijine with the 
generai rise in benefits. 

Mr Meacher said that when the 
compensation was set, it was 
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pitched higher than needed to 


cover the Gavernment's then esti- 
mate of the average poll tax, after 
Mr Moore told the Treasury that 
income support recipients “tend 
to be in poorer authorities with 
higher spending levels per cap- 
ita”. The Prime Minister's pledge, 
he had told the Treasury, “was to 
protect the average liability of 
those on income suppor”. 

The CPAG said: “The bills.are 
likely to be significantly higher, as 
Mr Moore potnted out, in the 
poorer areas where most claim- 
ants live. In Haringey, for exam- 

te, where the poil tax is likely to 

£572, those under 25 will be 

paying £1 a week more than the 
compensation they are getting.” 


graph: A 





ndrew Chapman 
ple were arrested (Photograph: Peter MacDiarmid) 


‘breaking poll tax pledge to the poor’ 


Even in Mrs Thatcher’s Barnet 
where the poll tax will be £338, 
many claimants would still be a 
few pence a week worse off than if 
compensation was pitched at the 
level of the average bill, CPAG 
said, In Conservative-controlled 
Windsor and Maidenhead, with a 
£461 charge, claimants faced bills 
berween 40p and £1.12 a week 
more than their compensation. 

Social security ministers are 
aware that the compensation will 
HOt meet the average liability for 
income support claymants. The is- 
sue has been raised with the Trea- 
sury, but there is no indication it 
will be increased. 

Pariiament, page 6 
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Shattered . . ..@ rioter hurls a ‘brick through the Scuee of McDonald's ofter looters went on the rompaye. - 


aS 1 


@57 held in 





Hackney riot 
@WPCss car 


is overturned 


By MIKE BULLIVAN 
MOBS looted shops and 
battered police when an anti- 
eb tax rafly turned inte a 

loody riot last night. 

One terrified WPC who fled 
from a barrage of rocks had 
her panda car OQVERTURHED. 
Fifiy-seven people were 
arrested, 

Rampaging youths grabbed videos, 
TVs and other valuabte goods fa at 
leust SIXTY shops were looted dur: 
Ing the riot In Hackney, East 
ny ve 1 shop DER ipped. 

rental s was str 
Gongs of yobs smashed windaws in 
virtually every oa in the main 
shopping areca, Incl alin Woolworth, 
Marks & Spencet and KicDonalds. 


GRABBING 
Pasiera-by jolned in, grabbing 


armfuls of clothes, baa 
Jewellery. 

One woman was spotted running 
away with @ welding dress 

The dot began afer 5,000 prolcs- 
tera wrre locked out of the town 
hall as councillors met io fix Hack- 
ney’s poll tax, 

Ad least 30 police and 32 demon- 
sirators were hurt. 

Twenty of those arrested live out- 
side Ilackney, 

Resident Stephen Miles, 26, said: 
“ti wasn't the poll tax prolestors 
who started the trouble. It was 
poaiants whe weren't from round 
ere,” 
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Chant of as 
the poll tax rioters 
attack police lines 


By MIKE SULLIVAN, GEORGE PASCOE-WATSON end MARY COMERFORD 


(RAZED mobs screaming “Kitl | London, te go on u crime spree. 

at They emashed the windows with 
he pigs Went on a rampage of eving slabs and ran off with 
lolence and looting during an | televislons, videos, jewellery, books 
htl-poll tax ratly fast night. and clothes. 


Rioters pelted pollee with 
seks, bottles Bnd smoke-bombs. 

















Pesters by, Including women and 
Girts, joined in—and one was seen 
making with a wedding dress. 

s of police telnforcements 
another was | were sent in by the vantoad. 
mashed on the head wlth a brick | Fifty-seven People were arrested. At 
wown from e bridge, Jeast 30 police and a dozen demon: 
More than nT y afore were som. strators vid ates hee re 
as crooks uz po x protes Locel reskient Peter ma, 48, said: 
dtaide Hackney Town Hail” East | “This was a shameful night for Hack- 
— hey, at h Rothing ta 
do with the pol] tax.” 

The trouble ztarted as 
@ frentied mob of thou- 
sanelt were locked out of 








Protesters ripped up a 

fle slgn a used Ik 
as & baltering ram io grit 
Into the but ding. 


Banners 


hurled 
batons 
charged the mob. The 
two sldes battled for the 
next half-en-hour. 

Pollcemen had thelr 
helmeta knocked off and 
were ghowered with 
bricks, bottles and beer 
cans. 


Prolealers waving MIll- 
tant banners blamed the 
violence on peice: But 
local demonstrators said 
Militant supporiers, who 
came from outside Hack- 
ney, stirred up ithe riot. 

The two WPCs at- 
tacked went to hospital 
for treatment for cuts 
and brulses, 





copper drags @ protester 
voy by the neck pioture by GAVIN RODGERS 


A brick was thrown 
through the front wind- 
Fet¢tn os It drove off. 

A police matoresycl lst 
wat knocked from his 
bike. He was rushed by 
ambulance io hozpiiol. 


Youtha held up buses, 

forcing pastengera to Ect 
off, 
Crowds yelled “scum” 
at Labour leader Nell 
Kinnock‘s wife Glenys aa 
ahe arrived at a concert 
at the nearby Hackney 
Empire. 


' As police were pinned 
down at the town hail 
yang: of youths alormed 
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b AVR EF peor A punk protester yells her defiance as she is marched owoy 
YOU E I CKED by police. in ail, 7 people were arrested in the bloody riot 
through the surrounding ie , , = | 






ftrects, breaking Into [rte 
shops and stealing goods. Aa Se Rae 

The TV tental alore ee ea a 
DER wes stripped, with 
youths running out car: 
trying armfuls of videos 
and televisions, 


The black ond while 
gangs smashed virtually 
every window jn the 
main shopping area, In: 
cluding Woolworths, 
Marks and Spencer, Me- 
Donalds and a jewellers. 

A MeDonalds worker 
said: ‘It was PULA 
The cost wil! run into 
thousands,* 

jt was 20 minutes be- 
fore police artived. 

One officer, FC Gerard 
Jordan, was beaten up as 
he wrestled a looter to 
the ground. 

A dozen mounted 
pollce rede in io bresk 
up the Icoting. 

















As shocked staff stood | A a 
outside the wrecked hic- : a2 rs 
Donald's store, & Y ae : ee rn 1a Ge en 
broutea at then “Eis Geen omer pi eee ies Me 
ipa Overturned by the mob... the WPC driver wes bruled Victim.» . injured PC Gerard Jorden 
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Town hall battles rage on after party leaders condemn violence 
Thatcher hits ¥ 
a | 











ilitant — 
over poli tax ff 


By Philip Webster, Nicholes Wood and Craig Seton 


The worst clashes in the 
spreading poll tax prto- 
tests broke out in London 
last might, after both the 
Pnme Mimster and Mr 
Neil Kinnock had con- 


demned the violence as a merece 


uon of democracy. 

ithin hours of the two 
leaders’ Question Time ex- 
chanees — during which 
the Prime Minister likened 
the violence to that seen 
during the Grunwick, min- 
ers’ and Wapping disputes 
— ptiched battles flared 


At least 38 people were 
arresied, and both potice and 
demonstrators were injured 
after bottles, sticks, cans and 


agains officers tying 10 con- 
trol the 1,000-strong crowed. 
There were also clashes in 
Swindon and Camden. 
Mrs Thatcher had said in 
the Commons that any ¥i- 
olence of intimidatory dem- 











devised 6nd marked by 
Mensa, is on page 10. 
Tha first four rounds and 
ihe rues will be repsated 
tomorrow 


@ This year's Geneva 


onstrations — “orgenied, | 
understand from ao excellent 
article in The Tintes, by the 
militant lefi" — were a nega- 


clear”, and again repudiated 
calls backed by some far-efi 
Labour MPs for non-payment 
of the tax, 

In spite of Mr Kinnock’s ef- 


forts to root Militant outofhis and 


party, Conservatives pn- 
vately believe the viojence is 
ON a a 8) 





deflecting attention from the 
Government's difficulties 
over ibe charge. 

were given fimther 
ammunition lagi night when a 
member who 


to hold a 
alleged links with Mu:tant 
“Mr Kinnock has this week 
or 


au 


fe 
1 
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our’s opposition to the charge. 
“The militants behind the 
disgraceful town 


are nat all 
from the Labour gg 
said, “Around 30 of the most 


ardent supporters of the Anti- | ‘ 


| li 
tion to obey an unjusi Law, but 
those who decide 1 defy such 


boroughs (£403) and those run 
by the Conservatives (£291) 


Lardy hated in a city where over 
42 per cent are refusing to 
pay.” 


A new genetatica of anti-poll 


Sit tax shock troops, armed with 


mobile phones, CB radio sexs. 
and fleets of cars and coaches 
is poised 1o move into Eng- 
land 23 pol-iax agitation 
intensifies. 
The so-called 
™, already a 
feature of the Seottish antu- 
poil tax campaign, are training 
agitators south of the border 
in their hi-tech tactics. Police 
are being warned that their 
confroniational approach 


10 Incteased vI- 
olence, inumidation and civil 
unrest. 

With Militant Tendency, 
anarchisis and otber leR-wing 
groups determined to exploit 
protests over the introducuion 


a 
“scum: 
= 


oa Tyne offices for political 
purpeses. The executire is to 
question Mr John Macreadie, 
depaty prectral secretary, also 
a Militant sepporter. 


of the poll tax, the new tactics 
imported from Scotland 
threaten two spark a further 
round of violent clashes. 
Thousands of federation 
groups in England have mod- 
elled themselves on the Sooi- 
tish committees, which are 
sending activists on lecture 
tours giving advice on ther 





members whose jot it 18 10 
parol the fringes of a 
demonstration gathering up 
people inclined to disband. 
One of the “scumbusters”, 
Mr Tam McLean, an unem- 
ployed bus diver, spenl yes 
terday in the shabby sust- 
oundings of Edintrurgh Trades 
Counal manning a newly 
instatled howlime. He and his 
in Scotland, where 
the Lax was introduced a ycar 
ago, aim io block any acuct 
taken to recover unpaid debts. 
Yesterday it was his turn to 
alert 200 of so shock troops of 
any itminent attempt by 
sheriff officers to carry out a 
ponding — the peoceta by 
which a debtors goods arr 
asiested for sale to meet the 






Wales, is to make the poll tax 


In the process, lessons of co- 
ordination and comimunica- 
tion learnt during the miners’ 
stnke and the Wapping dis- 
pute art given a new edge wit 
sophisticated modem comm- 


UAICRONS equUIPMment 

The battalions cf dem- 
onstrators are backed up with 
CB sets and a fleet of cars that 
enable them 10 rush to an 
address and force sheniff offi- 
cers back from the doorstep. 

When the poll tax bills are 
sent out in Apnl the English 
groups wil begin gathenng 
lists of people who have said 
they will not pay. A sophie 
Geated log book will be drawn 
up and the “scumibusiers” will 

Continerd on page 20, col 4 


Hi-tech agitation: ivir Andy 
Clachers of Lothian 
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By Jamie Dettmer 


Hardline anarchist groups 
involved in some of the most 
violent industrial disputes of 
the (980s are planning to 
exploit anti-poll tax demon- 
sirations scheduled to take 
lace outside town halls in 
ndon, according to police. 

any fa 
u uring the print dispute 
in Wapping, east Londen, in 
1986 detailing ways of sabo- 
taging police riot tactics is 
recirculating among activists 
in the capital. 

The 32-pege manual, With. 
out a Trace, provides advice 
on evading police forensic 
methods and lists radio call 
signs and codes used by 

etropoliian Police districts 
and territorial su ps. 
The codes are useful in work- 
ing oul police tactics during a 
disturbance. 

The manual, which was 
originally linked by the Spe- 
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cial Branch with the Hurri- 
cane anarchist group bist was 
circulated widely to several 
violent punk anarchist sects 
operating in London, details 
how forensic scientists use 
blood, glass, teatile and dust 
traces to provide evidence of 
an activisi’s role in # riot. 

The resurfacing of the man- 
val comes in wake of 
reports in Scotland that the 
Militant-fominated Anti-Poll 
Tax Federation is planning to 
use mobile squads of activists 
with CB radios to organize 
“flying pickets". 

A Scotland Yard source 
said: “The signs are that 
Trotskyite and anarchist 
groups are bringing into play 
all the technical paraphernaliz 
and tactics we saw deployed at 
Wapping and during the min- 
ere’ strike,” 

The reappearance of hard- 


line anarchists’ ups is 
particularly disturbing for the 
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lice. They were prominent 
n some ofthe worst scenes of 
violence at Wapping. 

The groups involved in 
1986 included: Class War, 
which organized the “Bash the 
Rich” marches in Hampstead 
and Notting Hil Flame- 
ihrower, Crowbar; and the 
Direct Action Movement. 

Police at the Wapping dis- 
pute and at the Broadwater 


Parliament o.ccccsoccsssssesesd 
Reversing charges .......12 


Farm riot were convinced that 
their radio can es iy were 
being monitored by anar- 
chists. 

Anarchist groups have been 
identified at recent anti-poll 
tax demonstrations at 
Southampton and Reading. 

Police fexr that the an- 
archists will heighten the vi- 
olence already seen at anti- 
poll tax demonstrations this 
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in Hackney, east Landon, last night after police 


week, Yesterday further evi- 
dence emerged of the extent of 
Militant’s domination of the 
All Britain Anti-Poll Tax 
Federation, 


it is clear that many of the 
most active local anti-poll tax 
unions are under ihe control 
of Militant supporters. They 
include: 
Basiidon APTU, where Mr 
John McKay. a Militant, 
holds sway; Grimbsy APTU, 
which was recently addressed 
by Ate Gareth Hallberg, a 
member of Militant’s Youth 
Rights Campaign; 
Hull APTU, one of whose 
lcading members is Mr 
Alastair Tice, a contributor to 
the Afiiitane newspaper, 
Market Harborough APTU, 
whose secretary is Mr Martin 
Page, 2 contributor to 
Afititanr, . 
Lion Farm APTU, whose 
chairman is Kir Bill Mutlins, a 


member of Militant’: central 
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broke up a protest 


Mass rallies are target for recruiters 


By Ray Clancy 


Militant supporiers workin 
for the All Britain Anti-Pol 
Tax Federation have at- 
tempted to recrolt ordinary 
People at protest meetings 
around ihe country, In some 
cases using forceful tactics, 


The extremists have an- 
gered many people who tern 
up to demonstrate against the 
poll tax at council meetings by 
asking for their addresses. 


The federation Is partica- 
larly strong on housing estates 
in Manchester, Liverpoo! and 


Glasgow. Tis Milltant mem- 
bers pursue a plan aimed at 
collecting as many signatures 
and recruiting as many new 
members as possible. Mass 
meetings are thelr prime iar- 
The Militants, Mltting 
rom: poll tax metiing to 
ea hand out leaflets 
publickring the ee 
marches in Glasgow 
London on March 31, 

Mrs Hilda Biles, a nurse 
from FPiymstock, Plymouth, 
sald seeres? ahe was “dis- 
gosied™ by thelr tactics and 
angry about a front-page inter- 


thew in this week's Afilitant 
nesspaper which she says she 
never gare. “Ii looks as if they 
have lifted an interview from 
one of the local papers in 
Piymouth.* 


Mrs Biles, who organized 9 
march of 16,000 people fast 
week, sald most people did not 
want fo be associated with 
Militant. 


She was approxched by 
Militants at the march who 
tried to get her to join the 
federation. “These Mititants 
have bece trying for two years 
to da what I have dane In two 


weeks,” “she said, 


More rigorous tactics were 
used by federation activists 
who tried to recroit Mir Ray 
Cornforth, of Calstock, In 
Cornwall,“This chap pestered 
me. ile kept asking for my 
address and evenivally | gave 
it to him.” 


In Norwich Militant aec- 
tists began by selling news- 
papers oulside the town hall, 
where four people were 
arrested when sviolence 
erupted on Tuesday night, bat 
turned io throwing missiles at 
rindows, 





commitice; Lothians APTU, 
whose secretary is Mr Russell 
Taylor, a Militant activist who 
reported in the organization's 
newspaper how he had warned 
off sheriff officers by telling 
them he could “make a phone 
call and very soon a dozen 
cars would be here sharpish"; 
Loughborough APTU, which 
was recently addressed by Mr 
Phil Dawa, a Militant sup- 
porter, and which organized 
violent demonstration on 
Monday; 

Oldham APTU, whose or- 
ginizers include Miss Lynn 
Spence, a Militant supporter, 
and Mr Bryan Beckingham, 
an original sharcholder in 
Militants main company, 
WIR Publications, and a 
member of Militant’s central 
commiticer: 

Potteries APTU, where Mr 
Andy Beniley, a reguiar Afifi- 
tant contributor, i4 a prom- 


inent member, Swadlincote 


narchists exploit poll tax tension 


APTU, where a promincnt 
member is Me Paul Shawcrofi, 
a long-standing Militant sup- 
porter whe was expelled from 
i Mansfield Labour Party in 


Whitwell APTU, where a 
prominent member is Kir fan 
hyles, a contributor to Afili- 
fant; and Wrekin APTU, 
whose main Militant sup- 
porter is Mr Steve Brittain. 

Many Labour councils, 
which are feeling ihe brunt of 
the anti-poll tax demonstra- 
lions, arc lightening security 
on theie town halls. 

Some Labour boroughs are 
following the tactics used by 
Reading council eartier this 
week in fesiricting access to 
the public galleries in town 
hall chambers. 

In Reading, 50 out of the 70 
$eais available to the public 
were filled by what one coun- 
cillor described as “toyal trade 
unionists”. 


Labour man held 
after eggs are 
thrown at council 


By Craig Seton and Jamte Detimer 


A Labour Party member who 
has been reported io the 
party's national executive 
commitice for his all 
sight daring WAS BITCS i ast 
night during an snti-poll tax 
Gemenslfaen at Dudley, 
West Midlands, as violence 
erupted for the fourth consec- 
utive night oulside town halls. 

Mr David Rowe was 
errested after an incident at 
the Labour-controlled Dudley 
Borough Council when three 
cans were thrown from the 
public gallery. They fell with- 
oul hittin eaybony as coun- 
cillors debat paps He poll 
{ax rate of £387 a hea 

Mr Rowe, who denies being 
a Militant member, was re- 
moved from the public gallery 

police and was later 
charged with disorder. 

His arrest was one of a 
number around the country in 
a night which saw the most 
violent scenes yet aver the poll 
tax, the worst being outside 
Hackney town hall in east 
London, where there were at 
least 39 arresis and a number 
of police injuries during four 
hours of vielence, 

Part ofa | ,000-sirong crowd 
became involved in a pitched 
baitle in surrounding sircets 
throwing sticks, stones, bol- 
tles, tans and smoke bombs. 
Windows in almost $0 sho 
were smashed over a mi 
long route and looters were 
seen taking videos and other 
valuable goods, 

Mounted police were called 
to disperse a mob which 
moved fo Hackney police 
slation, where windows were 
also smashed. Road signs were 
uprooted by demonstators 
and used as battering rams 
against @ wall of police officers 
irying to prevent them storm- 
ing the council chamber, 
Police reinforcements were 


Hotline to armies of protest 


Contineed from page t 


their houses because they 


numbered. They used ta go 


move in. “We are so well 
organized that we can get 200 
people to the address of a 
inding In under 20 minutes. 
sheer force of us getling 
together frightens them off,” 
Mr McLean, aged 45, said. 


“I have been involved in 
stopping three poindings, as 
well as hundreds of demon- 
strations, We are just a huge 
mixture of ordinary people. I 
am not politically minded. My 
objection is what the poll tax 
is doing to people, splitting up 
familics and making parents 


force thelr children ovt of 


can't afford the bills.” 

Thousands of leaflets, con- 
taining the hotline number, 
are being distributed to homes 
in and around Edinburgh by 
the Lothian Anti-Poll Tax 
Federation advising people 
what to do if they are threat- 
ened with poindings. 

Mr Andy Clachers, vice- 
president of the fecleration, 
said they had more than 30 
cars manned by potses of 
scumibusters ready lo swing 
into action. “There are only 30 
sheriff officers in the Lothians 
$0 they are completely ovt- 


around in twos, but now they 
arrive in threes, two to go to 
the door, one to watch the car 
tyres,” he said, 

Mr Clachers, aged 26, 
claimed there were now about 
260.000 people in the Lo- 
thians who had refused to pay 
or were scriously in arrears. 
Naturally, neither he nor Mr 
McLean had paid a penny. 

He said they had stopped 
cight poindings. “Ii is mission 
impossible for the sheriff offi- 
cers. So far the score is Anti- 
Poll Tax Federation eight, 
shelf officers zero.” 


TIMES 


called in as 100 officers ai the 
scene struggied lo cope. 

Commander Jotin Purnell, 
in charge of the police opera- 
tion at Hackney, acknow- 
Jedged there was a period 
when police did not have 
sufficient reinforcements. 
“We had to bring in more men 
from other districts, ” he s2id. 
By the end of the night, 200 
more officers had been drafted 
in, Despite the violent pro- 
tests, Hackney's charge was sct 
at £499, more than £200 above 
the government eslimale, 

At Labour-conirolled Cam- 
den in north London the 
figure was £534, nearly £200 
more than estimated. Around 
$30 protesters blocked the 
toad ouiside Camden town 
hall while another 150 iried to 
get ints the council charnber. 

Al Ealing. home of Mr Neil 
Kinnock, the charge was set at 
£438 against a government 
estimate of £328. 

Almost 1,000 an pro- 
os in awaits fought with 
police a they were pre- 
vented from going inside the 
town hall, There were arrests 
and at feast one police officer 
was injured. 

One Thamesdown coun- 
cillor came ont of the meeting 
to plead to the crowd to calm 
down. However, the anger 
intensified after the poll tax 
was set 01 £336, £63 above the 
government estimate. 

Earlier, Welsh nationalist 
councillors started the first 
major significant local au- 
thorily opposition to the poll 
tax in Wales. 

The 10 Plaid Cymru coun- 
cillors on Istwyn Borou 
Council, Gwent, which is in 
Mr Kéinnock's constituency, 
ssid they would not pay the 
charge as they wanted to 
support hundreds in the arca 
who could nol afford the tax. 
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A council warker clearirig up the morning after demonstrators ran riot, smashing windows and looting shops in Hackney, east London 


Street counts cost of a night of wanton violence 


SHOPHKEEPERS along a single strect 
in Hackney, east London, where win- 
dows were smashed and shops looled by 
rioters, spent yeslerday assessing dam- 
age expected to cost £250,000 tn glazing 
alone, writes Toby Afoore. 


Plate windows in 28 shops out of 60 
along the Narrow-way shopping section 
of Mare Street, near the town hall, were 
destroyed as a moh of several hundred 
perp passed through its 100 yards al 
the height of the rioting. 


Although bricks and paving stones 
were hurled at properly ranging from 
building socicties to a bakery and a: 
McDonald's restaurant, only four pre- 
mises were looted. 


Shopkeepers are convinced most of 
the mob came from outside the bor- 
ough, One said: “A bloke shouted, ‘Just 


wait until Brixton’.” Every video- 
recorder and television sei, about 410 
ilems, was stolen from the DER cicctri- 
eal shop within sight of the police 
station, 50 yards from the street, 

Thieves used what one cye-witness 
described as “a dustbin baltering rat” 
to destroy the reinforced glass door. 
Once inside, they also ripped down 
huge sections of ceiling. 

Hundreds of pounds worth of clothes 
were Stolen from Zap Clothing next 
door. Just down the strect, a weddin 
dress shop was looted of £1,500 wortho 
clothes. 

A man was seen walking down the 
strect wilh a shop dummy. 

“lL have never been so scared in all my 
life,” said Mr Steve Davis, owner of the 
Hackney Fruit Stores, who stayed in his 
undamaged shop most of the right, 


“First, we had the rioters who chucked 
things at windows pretty indiscrimi- 
nately. Then we got the looters. They 


were sparate. 


“ft had nothing to do with the poll 
tax. The kid who first threw a brick at 
the Weelworth’s window was about 13 
years old," said Mr Davis, He thought 
that many of those involved were from 
ather areas of London. 

Al the opposite end of the Narrow- 
way, Ar Bernacd Schwartz stood out- 
side his record shop. “There was a moh 
of about 20 people just walking up the 
Sireet throwing bricks and paving 
stones. ‘They were very relaxed. Three 
said they were visiting from Ireland.” 

At his travel shop next door, Mr 
Stephen Scott, chairman of the Narrow- 
way Traders’ Association, said the dam- 
age was nothing (o do with the poll tax. 


“These were just people wilh an eye for 
a mato chance.” Mr Scott was a Labour 
councillor for 60 years and has lived in 
the horeugh all his life. 


“Everyone has a right to demonstrate 
against something they feel is unjust. 
Bulstealing videos from DER has never 
beer’ part of the political protest, nor 
has taking wedding dresses. 


“The most deplorable thing was this 
morning. Nobody said a word to me 
about the poll! tax. All they talked about 
was whose windows were broken.” 


Ontside the Narrow-way, 11 sho 
windows in Mare Street were smashed. 
Newsagent Mr Tiesh Patel had thou- 
sands of pounds worth of cigarettes 
stolen. “We all feel pretty angry,” he 
said. “This looting had nothing to do 
with poll tax.” 


Nine in court following riots 


NINKE men arrested during the 
riot outside Hackney Town 
Hall appeared at Old Street 
magistrates’ court, east 
London, yesterday. 

Among them were men from 
Glasgow, Sherborne in Dorset, 
and Blackburn, Lancs. The 
rest live mainly in east London 
squats. 

Stephen George, 20. who 
lives in a squat at Filey Road, 
[lackney, was ordercd to go to 
an alfendance centre for 36 
hours for throwing rotten 
tomatoes. He admitted threat- 
ening violence. 

A protester who spat at a police: 
man was Aned £250. Andrew Boche, 


DAILY 


By Jenny Shields 


24. of Wilmslaw, Cheshire, who fs 
believed ta five in a squat at Laura 
Place, Clapton, cast London, pleaded 
suilly te assaulling a policeman 

John Williams, 26, who had been 
working as a chel in Spain for five 
‘ears ad who gave his address as 
Eaichatt oad, Iackney, was charged 
with affray. He was remanded on bail 
until March 23 on condition that he 
Heed with his grandmother in Bangor, 
North Wales 

Jonathan Chrisiian, 19, of Nava: 
ring Road, Ylackney, was charged 
with afllray atid batled to appear on 
March 23 on condition that he live 
with his mother at Yetminsier, 
Darset 

David Chavy. 27, of Graham Road, 
Hackney, who pleaded not guilty to 


TELEGRAPH 


obstructing police, was baited 10 
appear on March 15 on contition that 
he ved with his gislfricnd’s parents 
in Scarborough and did not visit 
ifackney. 

Brian Elias, 23, of Ainsworth Road, 
Homerton, who admitted using dis- 
orderly behaviour was fined £50. Rus- 
sell Duxbury, 22, of St Hubert's Road, 
$lindburn, near Mackburn, whose ad-. 
dress was given as a squat in a con- 
denned factary in Stake Newington, 
was remanded in custudy untill March 
1§ accused of assault, criminal dam- 
age and disorderly conduct 

Marcus Foskitly, 19, of Dyres 
Road. Hilthead, Glasgow, accused of 
disorderly behaviour, was bailed 
until March 16. Martin Warvey, of 
Anbrogate Court, Clapton, accused of 
threatening behaviour, was bailed 
unll) March 83. 
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By Libby Jakes 


Disgusting, ig sap rent- 
Set he ior 
everybody's tips ¥, 
east London, yesterday as 
shoppers contemplated ihe 
aftermath of poll tax 
demonstration thai turned Into 
a riot on Thursday night, 


As they cleared shopfronts 
of shattered glass and as- 
sessed the cost of stolen and 
damaged goods, shocked re- 
tallers were contemplating the 
possibility of more ogly scenes 
at Monday's meeting of the 
Hackney Agalast the Poll Tax 
organization at the town hall, 
which the Labour hiPs Miss 
Diane Abbott and Mr Brian 
Sedgemore are expected to 
attend, 

“Tt ls appalling,” Mrs Mau- 


teen O'Connor said as she 
made her way along Mare 


L ar i i et ou Rate areas. 
Shopkeepers in Mare Street, Hackney, clearing the a 


— es 


Street, the main shopping 
precinct. “I lived here during 
the war and never saw any- 
thing as bad as this.” Kir 
Jerry White, Hackney coun- 
cil's chief executive, sald: 
“Local people get the worst of 
all worlds — a high pol! tax, 
cuts in services, and now this 
vandalism.” 

About 50 shops in the arca 
had windows smashed and 
many were footed as the 
demonstration spread from the 
town hall and degencrated Into 
nm rlot. Metal grilles and 
shatters proved no deterrent, 
Stall reporting for work at 
Woolworths, BHS and 
Mothercare were faced sith 
hours of cleaning up as the 
stores closed to customers, 

Only laminated windows, 
Which splintered but general 
held together, enabled but 
hess to continue at Marks & 
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Spencer, The DER electrical 
rental shop fost 30 to 40 pleces 
of equipment, Including video 
cameras and recorders. Tro 
television sets were recovered 
by pollce as they arrested 
looters taking them ont. 

Mr Robert Walker, whose 
dlsconnt furntiure shop opens 
straight on to the street, 
estimated the evening had cost 
him £10,000. “Nothing was 
taken, but we've cleared up 
broken glass right st the back 
of the shop, and a lot of 
mattresses and sofas have 
been ripped.” 

The manager of a drug store 
estimaied that it wonld cost 
£3,000 to replace damaged 
windows and stock thrown out 
into ihe road, “They were 
chancers,” he sald. [He descri- 
bed Mr Bernard Schwartz, 
owner of P&S Records next 
door, 2¢ the “local hero”, but 
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a night of vandalism and looting during the poll tax riot. 
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Me Schwartz was more mod- 
eat. “I Just stood in front of my 
shop when I heard the crowd 
coming,” he sald, “lt seemed 
to put (hem off, } 

“There were about 15 io 270 
people doing the looting, bui I 
did not recognize any of them 
as locals, and I have lived in 
Hackney for 27 years." 

Aa well as estate sents, 
supermarkets and AicDon- 
alds, smaiier retailers also 
sulfered. Mer Keith Diss, 
owner of the Happy Days card 
shop, lost soft toys and £200 
from his till. 

Kir John Ridgway, a gla- 
tier, who astarled work at 
10.30pm when he was called io 
the Job Centre, one of the first 
targets of the violence, said: 
“We moved on te the beiting 
shop, and then we Just carried 
on working all night. We have 
got at least 40 jobs tned up.” 


Waddington calls 
rioting disgraceful 


By Stewart Tendler and Nicholas Wood 


Mir David Waddington, the 
Hlome Seeretary, yesterday 
called for an urgent report 
from Scotland Yard on the 

Il tax riot in Hackney, cast 

ndon, which Ied to $6 
arresis, scores of smashed 
shops and nearly 30 police 
injuries. 

Mr Waddington said that 
the clash on Thursday night 
had been a disgraceful affair 
inigecred by the “nasty ieft 
coming out of the woodwork", 
Senior police yesterday ac- 
cused some demonstrators of 
being bent on attacking the 
police rather than the tax. 

A team of detectives fi 
io investigate incidents that 
could lead to further prosecu- 
tions. Al least 45 shops or 
offices were wrecked, some 
were looted snd a police car 
was badly damaged and 
ovettum 

The Yard said thal a third of 
the 56 people arrested were 
from outside Hackney, Dur- 


lO. 3-40 


ing the day nine men, from 
Glasgow, Dorset, Cambridge, 
Lancashire, and cast London,: 
appeared at Oid Street Magp- 
istratcs’ Court; others have 
been bailed by police. 

Three people were charged 
with criminal damage; three’ 
with assaults on the police; 
one with actual bodily harm 
agiinsi the police: three with 
obstructing the highway; six 
with bugglary; one with theft 
of police equipment; three: 
with being drunk and dis- 
orderly: one with possession 
of an offensive weapon: and 

9 were accused of public, 
order breaches. 

Four protesters and 29 offi- 
cers were inju 

Police estimate that the 
crowd numbered between 
3,000 and 5,000 while the 
police, including reserves, 
were about 300. They were 
pelted with missiles including 
paint and ful! mitk bottles, but, 
did nol use riot equipment. 
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NREFENTANT FACE OF THOSE WHO ANSWERED TO THE COURTS © 





a poll tax protester 





Fony-tailed squatter 
is fined £250 and ae 
says: I’ve no regrets ae 


By PAUL RERDERSON and HAL AUSTIN 


PONY-TAILED Andrew Roche left a court yesterday 
convicted of his part in the Hackney poll tax riot and 
declared: ‘I’ve no regrets’, 


The unemployed scrap metal dealer, dressed In denims and heavy boots, 
simply shrugged off a £250 fine for spitting at a police officer and 


returned to the crumbling 
been his i ee ee 
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He denied bel to any 
Political party. ‘I'm not an 
ane »». its rubbish to say 
that Marxist agitators were 
behind the demonstrations,’ be 


Screaming 


ro 
struck officers,’ said Jeremy 
Coleman, prosecuting. 


Later he added: ‘I'm not 
sahaimed of what I have done and 
would willingly do it again.’ 


Unemployed cabinet maker 
Brian af Alnsw 


73, 
heated reggae Panay slicear ee 
obscenities ow de the town hell. 
When ordered to stop police he became esault, criminal 
| Ne a He was fined £40, damage and disorderiy conduct. Mortin Hardy, 
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Stephen George 30 





: Im not ashamed = Picture STEVE POO 


£10 costa. 23, loyed, of Daubeney Roni, Clapton, was 
Bix other men at the court on charges remanded 2 until March 13, charged 
connected with Thursday's events. threntening behariour. 
conn 20, from Beech Road, Banger. Darid Chavy, 27, of Northwood Btreet, Benarbo- 
i until March 16, 


Thornferd Road, Yetminster, Dorset, both 
; : Bieta 1 charged with obstructing the police. 


of affray, were 
ball untll March Morcus Roskilly, 19. unemployed, af B 


i Cra 
Russell Duzb 272, unemployed, of Bt Mub- Road, Hulhead, Gi , remanded on ball until 
ertatoed, Blackburn wae renanded tx ball March 18: charged ‘witty disarderty Gelve rior 


Shopkeepers count cost of the 


cad a 4 lost busine'a because I 
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man ta make his way in 

the wor = why take it cat on See Sine Ven aa 

me? he asked. ‘Sheer luoacy,” sald Mr Fourtren videos were looted 

His was one of 45 businesses ‘Walker, as be and his nelgt- pom a ‘Ty rental shop, Marks 7. 

attacked during the Hackney ours began the big clean-up. = Spencer, British Home Btores a du eae 

eager ured and Pra nerves eoins Shae guar teen te Jot 7 H ‘ 4 
eee He Asp Reche: Home le a crumbting equat 
ace 2 ta ripped, shards of centre had to clase 

many Thowsanda after the everywhere ‘It will ocet £10,000 for repairs. 7 Picture MALCOLM CLARKE 
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Sinister 
leaders 


of riots 
hunted 


A SINISTER cell of 
ruthless cxtremists 
thought to be = re- 
sponsible for orga- 
nising the poll tax 
riots was heing 
hunted by police last 
night. 

Seven ringleaders, 
said to be members 
of the Trotskyviic So- 
cilalist Workers 
Party, were scen or- 
ganising the violence 
at Hackney, Ha- 
ringey and Bristol. 

At Hackney = they 
uscd mobile tele- 
phones and CB ra- 
dios to co-ordinate 
an attack on 100 po- 
lice officers by a 
crowd of 5,000. 

Of the 60 arrested 
in the melee, 20 
camne from addresses 
outside London. 

The lender of a 
Poll Tax rent-a-mob 
told Jast night of his 
delight when his 
troops “got stuck 
into” police at Hack- 
ney. 

Andy Murphy, 28, 
a leading light in an- 
archist group Class 
War, sald: “About 20 
of our people were 
selling Class War 
newspapers, hut 
when the trouble es- 
calatcd, they stopped 
and got stuck in 
with the people of 
Hackney.” 
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Protest organisers deny claims Ravaged Hackney 
splitover who was 
to blame for riot 








Andrew Cull 





CCUSATIONS that out- 

side agitators and poiiti- 

cal extremists had in- 
cited violence at anti-poill tax 
demonstrations were denied 
yesterday by the All Britain 
Anti-Poli Tax Federation. 

The federation, which claims 
to represents 1,500 anti-poll tax 
unions, dismissed suggestions 
that it is dominated hy Militant 
and the Socialist Workers’ 
Party as “red scare-mongering” 
orchestrated by the 
Government. 

Chief Superintendent Niall 
Mulvihill, who was incharge at 
Hackney, said many went to 
whip up feeling against the 
police. '‘What started as a 
peaceful protest was hijacked 
by others,” he said. “We knew 
there was potential for a diffi- 
clult demonstration, but no-one 
could have anticipated the 
number of protesters with so 
many agitators among them.” 

John Rathbone, press officer 
for the federation, said: ‘There 
is no doubt that it was local 
people involved.” The violence 
came from heavy-handed police 
tactics; the federation was op- 
posed to violence although it 
understood the frustration 
responsible. 

“We are doing ow best to 
steward these events: we can- 
not be held responsibje for the 
looting.” 

Mr Rathbone said the federa- 
tion was funded by locat poll 


tax unions and had no cash 
from other organisations. 

The federation chairman, 
Tommy Sheridan. was expelled 
from the Labour Party last year 
for membership of Militant: its 
secretary, Steve Nally, ex- 
presses sympathy with Mili- 
tant, although not a member. 

Mr Nally said: “All this rais- 
ing of reds under the beds is 
being deliberately organised by 


The accused organisations 


@ All Britain Antt-Poll Tax 
Federation: Founded in No- 
vember fast year at a confer- 
ence in Manchester called by. 
Militant supporter Tommy 
Sheridan. chairman of the 
Scottish federation. 

He now heads the All Brit- 
ain federation, which claims 
to unite 1,500 anti-poli tax 
unions across the country 
and 20 regional or city-wide 
federations. 

About 330 trade union 
branches are affiliated, 
together with the Nationa! 
Union of Students. 

Local groups are autone- 

mous. The federation is orga- 
nising a major rally in Lon- 
don on March 31. 
@ Socialist Workers Party: 
Formerly cailed the Interna- 
tional Socialists, this Trots- 
kyist organisation's roots go 
back to 1949. [t became a co- 
herent organisation after 
1868 and it now claims over 
4,000 members. 


ts. Marxist: newspaper, 


that outsiders caused viclence 


Conservative Central Office. It 
denigrates the people involved. 

“The federation cuts across 
political boundaries. it has 
stuck to the strategy of mass 
non-payment, and that is why it 
has been a success,” 

The SWP and Militant both 
claim credit for the scale of. 
anti-poll tax demonstrations. 

Pat Stack, a member of the 
central committee of the SWP, 


said: “The anger is genuine and 
local.” He denied that SWP 
placards were used as weapons 
at Hackney.He condemned 
poles violence: pers that of 

ose who “get caught up in” 
the disturbances. 

It was not true that SWP agi- 
tators were bussed around the 
country. “Our members 
attended protests in.their own 
areas.” 


Ken Smith. press officer for 
Militant, said: “We are not in- 
volved in any campaign of or- 
chestrating violence or sending 
people around the country. We 
SUpport a peaceful campaign of 
mass disobedience, not throw- 
ing bricks through windows, or 
punching police officers. En- 
couraging violence would be 
counter-productive.” 

He accused Tory Central 
Office of orchestrating a cam- 
paign against Militant, and said 
provocateurs were being used. 
“There are people who like a 
good ruck with the police, such 
as Class War and the SWB.” 

@ Nine men arrested during the 
Hackney demonstrations ap- 
peared in court yesterday — 
among them men from Glas- 
gow, Sherbome in Dorset. and 
Blackburn, Lancashire, and the 
remainder mainly from squats 
in east London. One was given 
an attendance order for throw- 
ing rotten tomatoes. another 
was fined £250 for spitting at a 
policeman and a third fined £50 
for disorderly behaviour. Six 
ree were bailed to appear 
T. 














@ Militant: Militant says it 
has 10,000 supporters and 
selis about 40,000 copies of 


which was founded in 1964. 

It claims not to be a politi- 
cal party, but a “trend of 
opinion within the Labour 
Party.” 


Militant is run by an edito- 
rail board and has a network 
of organisers to distribute 
the paper. 

Since 1983 there have been 
96 expulsions of Militant sup- 
porters from the Labour 


@ Class War: One of the most 
militant of Britain's revolu- 
tionary groupings, drawing 
members from the young 
umemployed of the inner 
cities. 


An anarchist group, 
founded in 1983, it supported 
the Brixton riots, and orga- 
nised protests at Henley 
Regatta and outside the 
Stock Exchange 


Maev Kennedy picks 
her way through 

the debris of 

violent protest 


"HE Hackney riot chat- 

ted affably to Bernie 

Schwarz as it strolled 
past his record shop. 

“There wasn't anyone run- 

ning or whozzisname, they 


Was walking. There wasn’t a 


riot.”’ he said yesterday, 

“Most of the people was 
just walking, and there was a 
little gang, maybe 20, of 
young boys. They were say- 
ing ‘hello Bernie, that your 
Shop? You're lucky, aren’t 
your" 

Soon after 9pm on Thurs- 
day night. when the police 
broke up the poil tax demon- 
stration outside Hackney 
town hall, Mr Schwarz. who 
lives over the shop, heard a 
lot of people on Narrow Way. 
He stood outside, arms fold- 
ed. He is aged 61, short and 
stocky, and looks the stone- 
mason he was. Only shut- 
tered shops and P & J Re- 
cords escaped. 

The wreckage began at the 
the town hall, and ended at 
the splintered front of Alan 
Selby’s estate agents, half a 
mile away, opposite the 
police station. 

As residents picked their 
way through broken glass 
yesterday, reaction was split, 
The young said a peaceful, if 
noisy, local protest was in- 
elted by aggressive policing. 
The old said the police coped 
splendidly with imported 
thugs bent on trouble. The 
shopkeepers said there were 
ne police at the height of the 
looting, 

The only evidence for the 
rentamob theory — the man 
who stole a TV from DER and 
got as far as King’s Cross 
station — was passed up and 
down the street. 

Chief Superintendent Niall 
Mulvihille was somewhere in 
the middle, as his officers 
had been. Four were treated 
in hospital, and though none 
were detained, several are 
off sick. “There is no doubt 
that a verv small minority 





was urging the crowd to 
attack my men, and there is 
no doubt that many local 
people were appalled by this 
and tried to prevent it." 

The only common ground 
was that the number in- 
volved in the violence was 
smail, perhaps no more than 
20 or 30 out of an estimated 
5,000. 

Two middle-aged women 
friends went to the demon- 
stration with a group of old 
age pensioners. ‘“‘In the be- 
ginning it was very -quiet, 
wasn't it? We were all sing- 
ing. Even when that young 
boy climbed up on the bal- 
cony with his. banner, they 
didn't arrest“'him ‘or any- 
thing, they were kind of grin- 
ning at him. 

“But there was a few bring- 
ing in bottles in plastic bags. 
We saw them. And then this 
little mob came around the 
comer, running, about 30 of 
them. We thought they were 
a little protest march.They 
started all the trouble. 

Two women in their early 
20s, one with a toddler in a 
push chair, were also caught 
in the thick of the crowd. 
They had a different story. 

“The police completely 
over-reacted. They were 
charging into the crowd, ba- 
tons swinging, and we were 
ali penned up and nobody 
could get away ... It wasn’t 
just a gang of young louts 
bent on trouble. Weill, it was, 
but it was on both sides.” 

They saw several Militant 
and Socialist Worker mem- 
bers at the front of the 
crowd, bat recognised them 
as local — ‘‘they go to every- 
thing in Hackney.” 

Along with the banks, 
building societies, the bet- 
ting shop, clothes shops, a 
bakery, TV shops, a butchers 
and department stores, the 
window of the Wedding Cen- 
tre was smashed, and a shop 
dummy left in a man’s arms, 
complete with off-white satin 
wedding gown, size 14, with 
embroidered train. 

“We never had any special 
security,” Brenda Bass said. 
“I mean who's going to roba 
wedding shop? First you'd 
have to find a girl that liked 
the gown. then you'd have to 
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VIOLENCE erupted in Brixton, 
south Lohdon, last night after a 
peaceful and good-humoured 
mass demonstration against the 
poll tax outside a Lambeth bor- 
ough council budget meeting. 

As the meeting began to break 
up, paint bombs and bottles were 
thrown towards speakers and po- 
lice guarding the entrance to the 
town hall. A festive atmosphere, 
with a band playing Caribbean 
music and sane dancing and 
singing anti-poll tax songs, quickly 
evaporated. 

Organisers made appeals to the 
2,000 people to leave quietly, but 
hundreds tried to get to the centre 
of Brixton, and the police called 
in reinforcements and repeatedly 
charged to clear the scene amid a 
hail of missiles, Two police were 
taken to hospital, a Panda car 
with a WPC inside was over- 
tured, and six of the crowd ar- 
rested, as the skirmishing contin- 
ued for half an hour. ‘ 

Inside, the council set a budget 
which would mean a poll tax of 
£621 if 90 per cent pay it, or £588 if 
95 per cent pay. The figure could 
be reduced after David Hunt, the 
local government minister, yes- 
terday gave the authority another 
year to collect what he called its 
“staggering” £70m rent and rates 
arrears. That means the outstand- 
ing money would not be added to 

ll tax bills. The actual poll tax 

igure will be set next week. 

At nearby Southwark, council- 
lors set a poll tax of £390 last night 
as 200 police officers ringed the 
town hall. There was no repeat of 
the scenes on Wednesday when 
angry crowds halted the council 
mecting. 

The Labour-controlled Harin- 
gey council in north London yes- 
terday _— narrowl squeezed 
through £572.89, the highest poll 
tax so far, after four left-wing 
councillors had resigned in pro- 
test. The motion was carried on 
the casting vote of the mayor. 

But in contrast to a storm 
meeting four days earlier, whic 
had to be abandoned amid rowdy 
demonstrations, there were no 
more than 50 protesters outside, 
and only sporadic shouts from the 


By Alex Renton, Stephen 
Ward and Will Bennett 


80 people in the public gallery. 
Bewween 1,000 and 2,000 | pei 
strators gathered outside Shef- 
field City Hall as the Labour-run 
council met to set a poll tax of 
£355, Police said they recognised 
many local political activists 
among the crowds, but there was 
also a group of local pensioners 
and a middle-aged woman with a 
a placard that read: “Former Tory 
Voter Against Poli Tax”. 

Police, many on horseback, 
prevented several attempts to in- 
vade the building, at times coming 
under a barrage of missiles, but 
there was no violence, and no in- 
juries or arrests. 

In Gateshead, Tyne and Wear, 
a solidly Labour borough, no 
more than 100 people attended 2 
rally ouside the building as coun- 
cillors set a poll tax of £320. 

Police cordoned off an area of 
Wallsend last night as North 
Tyneside council met to set a 
community charge of £399 — £010 
below last week’s budget esti- 
mate. The figure was cut by dig- 
ging into council reserves, A 
crowd of 600 people chanted anti- 
‘in tax slogans outside the town 

all but there was no violence. 

In the wake of Thursday night's 
riot outside Hackney Town Hall, 
east London, in which 60 people 
were arrested, the debate contin- 
ued yesterday on whether the 
trouble was sparked by outside 
agitators. There was also anger 
among local people about the 
looting and damage which ac- 
companied the violence in which 
29 police officers were injured. 

Chief Supt Niall Mulvihill, the 
officer in charge during the inci- 
dent, said: “Many local residents 
took those who had infiltrated 
their ranks to task over their ac- 
tions. What started as a peaceful 
protest was hijacked.” 

One focal woman, Deanna 
Sands, said yesterday: “I believe it 
was outsiders who came into the 
area and whipped up hysteria, 
and some people just got carried 
away,” 
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But one teenager who was on 
the anti-poll tax march said the 
looters were from a local estate 
and claimed that much of the 
trouble was triggered by police 
charging and using truncheons. 

Figures issued by police yester- 
day showed that 20 of the 60 peo- 
ple arrested in Hackney gave ad- 
dresses outside the borough. Nine 
men, cight of them unemployed, 
appeared in court yesterday. 
Seven were focal, one was from 
Cambridgeshire, and one home- 
less. The charges included disor- 
derly behaviour, affray, obstruc- 
tion, assaulting police, criminal 
damage and breach of the peace. 

Poll tax exemptions 
and discounts, page 23 
Centuries of protest, page 28 
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Militant crowds live 
down rent-a-mob tag 


By Ian Katz 


AS THE first sticks and bottles 
began flying towards the police 
lines at last week's demonstra- 
tion in Hackney, a cry went up 
above the anti-poll tax chorus. 

“Get out of the flowers,” a 
well-dressed man yelled at his 
errant child, hauling him by 
one arm from one of the two cir- 
cular beds of violets cut into the 
ts in front of Hackney Town 
Ha 


Here, behind the tight throng 
facing off against the police in 
front of the squat stone build- 
ing, demonstrating was a more 
relaxed business, Leather 
jackets gave way to anoraks 
and a few suits, long hair to 
short; and a handful of prams 
weaved through the crowd. 

At the edge of the crowd there 
was a polgnant reminder of the 
unlikely political bedfellows 
produced by the poll tax cam- 
paign, as a former National 
Front organiser shook hands 
with a Liberal councillor, rais- 
ing a hiss from nearby 
protesters. 

As the ripple from a police 
charge nearer the front reached 
them, two young girls ran with 
the crowd. One of them said: 
“It gives you a bit of exercise, 
even if there's nothing going 
on.” 

An elderly woman took shel.- 
ter behind a van, watching the 
scuffles through its windows. 





Other pensioners were less pas- 
sive. As a policeman’'s hat was 
tossed into the air, a silver- 
haired man in a blue blazer dec- 
orated with medals added his 
voice to the mob: “Get stuck 
into those fascist pigs.” 

Further back, protesters com- 
plained about the violence. 
Marlies Pryce, who carried an 
addressed envelope to prove 
she was a local resident, said: 
“It doesn’t do anyone any good. 
Everyone should just sit down 
in the road." 

At the front, a group of 
youths, who had clearly come 
to fight, taunted the police. But 
Several protesters insisted they 
were not outside agitators. 
Alan Russell, a union convener, 
said: “They're all good, local 
Class War kids. Some of them 
are squatters who have 
recently been evicted by the 
council.” There were others 
with particular grievances 
against the council. AH 
Tahvildar, a librarian and a vet- 
eran of the 1988 library occupa- 
tion campaign, said: “They are 
trying to cut lots of services 
including the libraries now.” 

As at other demonstrations 
during the week, the “outside 
activists” from the Militant 
Tendency and the Socialist 
Workers Party were much in 
evidence. But the extent of their 
activism appeared to be supply- 
ing banners to arriving protest- 
ers and assiduously trying to 


CORRE SPonDEnT 


sell their newspapers. 
The following night at Lam- 


beth, however, there were some ' 


familiar faces from the front of 
the Hackney crowd. Tony 
Savvas, vice-president of the 
London Institute Student 
Union, which represents sev- 
eral London art schools, admit- 
ted he had been at both 
Hackney and Haringey earlier 
in the week. 

Refusing to condemn the vio- 
lence which had taken place the 
previous evening, he said: “J 
was at the front because I think 
someone has to be. 

“This ‘rent-a-mob’ tag is part 
of a peculiar British attitude 
that it is wrong to show solidar- 
ity with other people over a 
common issue.” The predomi- 
nantly white Lambeth crowd 
did display a carnival atmo. 
sphere for much of the evening. 
A young, trendy crowd danced 
around a Steel band, and the 
ritual burnings of an effigy of 
Mrs Thatcher and a Union Jack 
Aan & curiously good-natured 
feel. 

Some youths wandering 
through the crowd were clearly 
frustrated by its relative peace- 
fulness; later they pot their 
fight. But the tone of the dem- 
onstration was summed up by a 
middle-aged woman who 
grabbed a megaphone from one 
of the organisers. She shouted: 
“We are all ordinary people, not 
Militants,” 
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A police car (left) toppled over at the height of the anti-poll tax violence at Brixton, south London, 
and (above) Steve Nally, second from left, a Militant supporter who says that it is not the group's 
policy to incite violence, at the Hackney protest that turned into a riot. An officer overpowers a 
demonstrator (right) in the worst clash of the week outside Hackney town hail after bottles, cans 
and flour bombs were hurled at police as they struggied to contain a 1,000-strong crowd 
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The Government blamed the Militant tendency for the 
rioting at town hails last week, but there was strong 
evidence that the demonstrations were fuelled as much 
by the anger of thousands of ordinary citizens. Tim 
Kelsey, David Connett, Simon Garfield and Phil 
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Rent-a-mob meets the people’s protest 


SOME well-worn phrases retumed to the vo- 
cabulary of the Urittsh media last week after 
an absence of several years. One was “rent-a- 
mob”. Another was “the will of the people”. 
Taken logether, they fairly describe the op- 
posing vicws of whal was taking place outside 
a doten or more town halls. What were we 
witnessing? Popular protest al the imposition 
uf an allegedly unfair tax (shades of the Bos- 
ton Tea Party? Oc a bunch of revolutionary 
agitators seming the chance lo throw rocks at 
the police and gct on telewsion (shades of a 
great many parties, usually small)? 

Qne man at leasthas no doubis. Steve Nally 
is supe thal history will record the poll tax 
protesis as an uprising of osdinary people 
raiher than as 3 cunspiracy of anarchists of 
“fing pickets”. 

The secretary af the All-Britain Anti Poll 
Tax Federation belicves that the broad popu- 
lar supper for anti-poll-tax protests is being 
obscured by winlence at demonstrations. and 
allegations that Militant tendency has orches- 
lated the mational campaign. 

Mr Natty, 28. 9 graduate in taw from the 
Sowih Bank Polytechnic. London, who has 
since worked a5 a messenger and British Rail 
clerk, is 2 Militant supporter. Almost all the 
federation’s senor officers are Militants. But 
Mr Nally denies that the group ts a front for 
Militant. “The people leading the campaign 
are there because thevre dome the work. 
Their political aifikations dont concem us," 
he sand. 

He claims that 1000 local anti-poll-tax 
unions are affiliated to the federation, which is 
campaigning for mass non-payacnt of the tax. 

ech that if theones of a national Mili- 
tant conspiracy centre on the federatson, they 
must be wrong. Many of the protesis were 


organised independent, often Tory-led 
groups, ais ise been largely ignored by the 
media in their hunt for a hard-left conspiracy. 

The federation was born on 25 November 
1989 at a meeting in Manchester of © regional 
ani-poll-tax unions. The chairman of the 
meeting, Maureen Reynolds, who 1s now trea- 
surer on the national committee, ts a support- 
er of Militant. Most of the speakers, who 
included Roger Bannater, currently com- 
paigning to be general secretary of Nalgo, 
were Militant supporters. 

The chairman of the federation, Tommy 
Sheridan, is a 25-year-old Scotush Militant 
who was expelled from the Labour Pasty fast 
year, and all ihe regional representatives on 
the committee are. with two exceptions, sup- 
porters of Militant. 

Dave Murray, a council employee in Basil- 
don. who heads the federations eastern re- 
gion said: “It's a fact that a lot of people 
campaigning have been Militant supporters. 
Any position we have in the ant-poll-tax 
movertent is on the back of hard work”. 

Many of the local unions are also headed by 
members of Militant. The secretary of the Sui- 
folk Federation is Theresa Mackay, a regional 
representative for Militant. 

The federation’s posters and literature are 
printed on the Militant newspaper presses in 
east London, bul ulficers deny the federation 
i$ funded by Militant. Money is raised, acoord- 
ing to Mr Nally, by donations. jumble sales, 
and collections at protests. ; 

While most of its officers support Militant, 
the vast majority of federation membcrs do 
not. Militant claims to have a maximum of 
10,000 supporters nationwide. The Coventry 
and Warveckshire anti-poll-tax federation 
alone claims 9,000 members. The Greater 


Manchester federation, representing 65 local 
anii-poll-tax unions, claims to have 15,000 
members. é 
The federation ts much bigger than Mib- 
tami, which could not possibly organise so 
many sad Mr Nally. “It's wrong to 
claim that's it’s any one political grouping. It is 
a genuine working-class campaign. The Press 
iS picking up on one or two people, trying 10 
dig the dirt up on them. I've already had the 
Daifv Star at my parent's place.” ‘ 
The attention has given an unprecedented 
marketing opportunity to Militant. However, 


Mc Nally sad the cameras should be turned. 


on “Mr and Mrs XYZ who live in Lambeth 
and could be faced with a bill of up to £2500 
— that’s what the issue's realty about”. 

Militant has grabbed the opportunity (0 50- 
Licit new members. A spokesman claimed that 
subscriptions were rising al a rate of 20 a day. 
At all the demonstrations organised by the 
federation, Militant has been present. Regular 

Ts in the newspaper detail the increase in 
i At a peaceful demonstration ailended 
by £,000 people in Hillingdon, nonh London, 
more than 400 copies were sold. 

The vast majority at Hillingdon, as at al) the 
prtests, came lo express private grievances 
against the poll tax and were nol members of 
the Anti Poll Tax Union, led by a Militant 
supporter, Wally Kennedy, which organised iL. 
One local publican had come because 2 pea- 
sioner whom he employed part time was Deing 
forced to stop work and enter a home because 
she could not afford to pay the poli tax. “I 
know it’s going 10 kill the old lady. It's not 
political. This tax is termbly unjust”. 

A demonstration yesterday in Tunbridge 
Wells, Kent, organised by ihe local anti-poll- 
tax union, whuch ts affiliated to the federation, 


passed without incident. The 600 protestors 
ranged from local Militant supporters to em- 
bittered pensioners. Katie Brown, 78, facing 
bills £500 higher than her last rate demand. 
said: “There's a lot of genteel poverty in Tun- 
bridge Weils. At least 100 pensioners | know 
are angry enough to protest”. 

Both Militant and the federation deny en- 
couraging violence. “It has never been and 
never will be our policy 10 advocale violence,” 
Mr Nally saul. He dismussed press reports that 
Scottish anti-poll-tax agitators have been lec- 
tuneg Enghsh counterparts on strategies of 
croau manipulation and aggression.” 

Violence has occurred a demonstrations 
organised by local affiliates. Mr Nally was one 





Leading article 20 
of the speakers at the protest in Bristol, org- 
anised by the Avon Federation Against the 
Poll Tax. Potice baton-charged the crowd of 
600 and arrested 21 protesters. 

Mr Naily, who has altended several pro- 
tests around the country, denied inciting vio- 
lence. Addressing Ibe crowd at Hillingdon, he 
warned several times during his speech against 
vinience. 

Robin Clapp, press officer for the Avon 
group, and a member of both Militant and ihe 
Labour Party, said that “99 per cent of the 
people attending were ordinary members of 
the Bnstol public”. The Afiliran newspaper 
stand was located next to the Avon federnuon 
stall. Me Clapp dented any interaction. 

An eyewitness said that both groups were 
operating loudhailers bui “weren't inciting 
peooie io anarchy and bedlam™. He descnbed 
ihe crowd as “more families with prams than 
radicals and punks”. The 21 arrested all had 


local addresses, It was a local member won 
of the federation that organised the protest in 
Brixton, south London, on Friday tn which 37 
were arrested and several policemen injured. 
Officers were pelted with paving slabs. bricks 
and paint bombs by a group of between 4) and 
40 of the 2.000 protesters outside Lambeth 
town hall. The meeting to fix a community 
charge of £560 was adjourned because of the 
violence. Police declined to biame it on any 


so of the worst viclence, however, oc- 
curred at protests with which lhe Militant-led 
* Ant Poll Tax Federation had no formal in- 
volvement. A demonstration in Reading was 
organised by the Reading Campaign against 
the Poll Tax. Police and local councillors 
blamed small groups from outside the town 
for the disruption. Four hundred protesters 
tned to storm the council chamber. Three 
people were injured and three arrested. Local 
people claimed that three cnachloads of So- 
cialist Workers’ Party supporters from Swin- 
don inspired the wolence. “There was a 
sudden hardcore of young male protestors. 
After their appearance it became a lot more 
aggressive,” an cyewitness saki 
Al a demonstration in Noraich organised 
by the Norwich Anti Poll Tax union. which is 
independent of ihe federation. seven arrests 
were made after 1.000 protesters altacked the 
town hall. The chatrman of the union, Martin 
Smith, 25, said 4 “small group not involved in 
the campaign” were responsible. A police 
spokesman said: “There was a definile ele- 
ment determined to incite more aggressive el- 
ements in the crowd", The group was 
described by one protester as “focal anarchists 
who had had too much to drink”. 
A substantial minority of protests were org- 





anised by former Tory voters. John Waugh, : 
roofing contractor, led the Newbury Are: 
Anti-Poll Tax campaien. which held a protes: 
at Newbury Town Hall after which two people 
were arrested. 

At Plymouth, where several were arrested 
a rally was in part organised by Hilda Biles. . 
housewife and former Tory voler. Supennten 
dent Derek Roper said that the majonty o 
those arrested were local. He nuted “peopic 
with hoods on. inciting the crowd to kill the 
police”, but did not know if they beloneed ti 
any Organisation. “Among those artested wir 
an elderly man who broke two windiws in the 
council offices with lus walking suck, © ~~ 

In Weymouth, a housewste. Sheiks Jackson 
oreanised the peaceful protest by the Soult 
Dorset Action Against Poll Tax She said tha 
there was no jusuificanon — wiher than pol 
cal opporturusm — for ciasming [hal the cam 
paien was a Mililant conspiracy. “You wil 
find all over the county that the marin body 0 
the angry are ordinary people” 

A 79-year-old silversmuh and life-tont 
Tory voter attending a poll 1ax protest at Shel 
field insisted that Sirs Thatcher, who has sau 
that these protests have been inttiated by the 
same violent left respunsible for Wapping ani 
the miners’ stnke. had been misled. 

“There are people here. The ones whe ge 
the publicity are the ones who make the noc 
The silent majonty exist.” Around him swirlec 
a sea of placards: ‘This is a class war.” reat 
one, “Former Tory Voters Against the Pol 
Tax”, said another. 

At Sheffield, the only groups ~bussed-in’ 
from outside were hipgies, nursing cans of la 
ger, from a commune tn Leeds and member 
of Christians against the Poll Tax. a grou; 
from Guildford, Surrey. 
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THE commuter seated in sec- 
ond-class on the 2.40 pm 
InterCity train from Bristol to 
Paddington last Tuesday had 
revolubon on his mind. 

Steve Nally, 28, both a Mili. 
tant supporter and a member 
of the Labour party, had left 
behind an anti-poll tax rally 
which erupted into violence in 
which four policemen were 
hurt and 2! people arrested as 
demonstrators ined to storm a 
council chamber, 

He was on his way by train 
and taxi io Gillingham in 
Kent for another protest, 
which ended with police hav- 
ing to clear 1506 demonstrators 
from a public gallery before 
councillors could set their 
community charge. 

The mild-mannered bach- 
elor spoke at both rallies. On 
Friday night he was in Lam- 
beth. south London, as 1,000 
people besieged the town hall: 
37 were arrested, 10 police in- 
jured, and a mob overturned a 
police car, Yesterday he was 
travelling by rail to Gloucester 
for another protest meeting. 

Nally, a law graduate who 
has worked as a City mies- 
seneer boy and filing clerk at 
Waterloo station, is one of the 
travelling co-ordinators help- 
ing to orchestrate protests 
which have turned Britain's 
town halls into fortresses and 
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its council chambers into 
battlegrounds. 

He has been a member of 
Vauxhall Labour party for 
seven years, despite his Mili- 
lant activities. He even e¢s- 
caped reprimand when he 
clashed in the street with Neil 


Kinnock and warmed the Lab- | 


our leader what would happen 
to him if he continued to expel 


Militant members from the | 


rty. 

Naily was careful to avoid 
confrontation at the seven ral- 
lics he addressed last week, He 
would arrive to cheers, ha- 
rangue the crowd through a 
megaphone and then disap- 
pear betore trouble began. 

He is secretary of the All- 


Britain Anti-Poll Tax Federae /* 


uon, a Militant front, 

“We have never advocated 
violence as a strategy or tac- 
uc.” he insisted yesterday. 
“The only thing we have ever 
advocated is to build a peace- 
ful mass campaign of non- 
payment. 

“I don’t condone the vi- 
olence that has occurred. I can 
understand it. There are 
people out there who, after 11 
years of this government, feel 
downtrodden. It is under- 
standable that anger boils 
over.” 

Naily’s role in a Militant 
plan to build a mass resistance 


movement to the poll tax by 
recruiting 10m people who 
refuse to pay is in direct defi- 
ance of Labour party policy. 

But there is growing evi- 
dence that, desprte Labour’s 
attempis to distance itself 
from the poil tax demonstra- 
tions, its left-wing members 
are taking an increasing role in 
their organisation. 

Nally spoke at Southwark, 
south London, last week but 
had left for another rally at 
Newham, east London, before 


plotted the campaign 


Leading the surge were Nick 
Wrack and Bob McKee, both 
Militant supporters still active 
in the Labour party. They 
used a megaphone to urge the 
crowd on, A council meeting 
calied to set the borough's 
community charge had to be 
abandoned. 

Wrack, a member of Peck- 
ham Labour party, claimed 
victory. “There are people 
who are saying the poll tax 





demonstrations are all the 
work of the Militant Ten- 
dency,” he said, “Personally [ 
support Militant and would 
like to see the day when every- 
one joins us, but this demon- 
stration was about local 
peopie and their anger at the 
poil tax.” 

McKee, a Militant activist 
for 20 years and the move-~ 
apa ied guru, ie 
ormer marketing manager for 
Deloute Haskins and Sells, the 
chartered accountants. He has 





is still 


been suspended from holding 
office in the Labour party but 
ts still a fully paid-up member 
of the Bermondsey party, as 
well as treasurer of the South- 
wark anti-poll tax federation. 
The federation is one of 
scores around country 
now under Militant control, 
lts secretary is Maggie Lough, 
and other workers include 
Shareen Blackall, Margaret 
Creear and Julie Donovan, All 
are Militant supporters: all 
Labour party members. 


2 member of Vauxhall Labour party. On 


Another who has played a 
key role in the Southwark 
federation is John Bulaitis, a 

bour party member for 15 
years and Militant supporter 
since his youth, 

Bulaitis, a former member 
of the national committee of 
Labour party Young Social- 
ists, addressed the crowd at 
Southwark and, 24 hours later, 
was among a 500-strong 
crowd besieging Hillingdon 
town hall 20 miles away. 

At first he claimed to be a 
local resident, but then admit- 
ted to The Sunday Times that 
he had travelled from tus 
home in Southwark in order 
to attend the rally. 

“As Militant supporters we 
are members of the Labour 
Party and the trade union 
movement,” said Bulaitis. 
“We represent an important 
strand of opinion and there- 
fore it is natural we are in- 
volved in a major way in the 
anti-poll tax struggle.” 

One of the main onganisers 
of the Hillingdon demonstra- 


the right, 
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tion was Wally Kennedy, 41.4 
delegate to the Labour party 
conference in 1988. A former 
council worker, he is secretary 
to both Ruislip-Northwood 
Labour party and the Hiiling- 
don anti-poli tax federation, as 
well as a long-standing Mili- 
Lint activist, 

Militant has been accused of 
hijacking the anti-poli tax 
movement, but in reality it in- 
vented the campaign and has 
continued to dictate it. 

It began organising anti-poll 
fax unions on housing estates 
in England and Wales a year 
ago with the slogan. “don't 
pay, don’t collect". It now 
claims to have set up 1,000 
such groups, 

Nally, who lives in a 16th 
floor council flat in Lambeth, 
began on his focal estate and 
then spread the message 
throughout south London, 
helping form ihe Southwark 


group. 
Last November he was el- 
Continued on next page 
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Amid the fury listen 


to the cynical sound 
of Trotsky laughing 





called Coyoacan, baking in 

the sun, stands a massive 

pale stone on which is 
carved a hammer and sickle, If 
you were to place vour ear to it 
this weekend there is a faint 
chance you might hear some 
sepulchral laughter. For this ts 
the final resting place of Lev 
Davidovich Bronstein, alias 
Leon Trotsky. 

Not that Trotsky, whose 
cramium was smashed in by an 
ice-pick at this spot 50 years 
ago, has had a great deal to 
smile about of late. The Soviet 
Union, which he helped 
found, has just voiced io 
Iegalise private investment. 
The Red Army, which he 
commanded. is pulling back 
from Eastern Europe. Trots- 
ky’s influence. like that of his 
murderer, Stalin, is every- 
where in retreat. 

Everywhere, that is, except 
for a few pockets of dear old 
rural England. As Trotskyists 
the world. over scurry for 
cover, their British comrades 
are suddenly on the march, in 
the vanguard of the working 
class revolution in such hith- 
erio-negiected proletarian out- 
posts as Windsor and Maiden- 
head, Worcester and Norvich. 

It has required a politician 
of genius to breathe new life — 
however briefly — into Trot- 


i: a suburb of Mexico City 


skyism in the last decade of 


ihe 20th century. Margaret 
Thatcher, armed with the poll 
tax, has managed it. 

The guiding star of the 
Fourth International, a master 
of political irony, would have 


The left is in retreat everywhere except on 





the stormy town hail steps of England's 


appreciated the joke. 

It was back tn 1933 that 
Trotsky first suggesied to his 
followers the tactic of “entry- 
sm”; infilirating mass soctal 
democratic movements 
throughout the world in order 
to seize control of them from 
within. In 1962. the Revolu- 
tonary Socialist League (RSL) 
was duly tounded im Britain 
“to win the leadership of the 
working class” by capturing 
the Labour partv. The RSL 
subsequentiy became better 
known by the tle of 1ts news- 


paper, Militant. 
As the natural instinct of 
most Labour party members 


iS 10 tolerate fellow left- 
wingers, however extreme 
their views, Militant made 
progress. But entryism, as Neil 
Kinnock put it, ts a “cancer”. 
You cannot tolerate it: you 
must destroy it. Since 1985, in 
pursuit of Militant’s destruc- 
uon, Labour — at the cost of 
much time and energy — has 





Trotsky: making poll tax hay 





heartland — thanks to the poll tax policies of 
Margaret Thatcher, writes ROBERT HARRIS 








made some progress. At least 
100 ringleaders have been ex- 
pelled, while the extension of 
one-member one-vote has 
drastically diluted the influ- 
ence of the few thousand who 
remain. 

By the beginning of this 

ear, Bntish Trotskyism, con- 
fronted by the collapse of 
communism abroad and La- 
bour’s reform at home, was on 
the mun. It had lost its sense of 
direction. It was starved of 
publicity. Its revolutionary 
mystique had evaporated. 
Now, the pnme minister has 
given it back all three. 


Thanks to the campaign 
against the poll tax, Militant, 
along wih vanous ultra-ileft 
and anarchist groups, has been 
able to practise entryism ag- 
ain: not on a political party 
but on a popular movement. 
Thirteen out of the 17 regional 
organisers of the All Britain 
Anti-Poll] Tax Federation are 
said to be Militant supporters. 
Its insuiferable young leaders 
clearty think that all their 
Christmases have come at 
once: indeed, comrades, that 
the hour of the revolution is at 
hand. 

The blame for this should 
be pinned where it belongs: 
not on the Labour party, 
which has endured much ag- 
ony to purge itself of the bul- 
fies and the thugs, but on the 
government itself. It has cre- 
ated what Trotsky would have 
diagnosed as the classic pre- 
revolutionary phase. Elements 
of the petit Dourgeorste, hith- 
erto Mrs Thatcher’s strongest 





supporters, believing their in- 
comes and savings to be under 
threat, have allied themselves 
with the disaffected working 


class. 

All that the Trotskyists have 
done is follow the master’s 
teachings: first they recognised 
the opportumty; then they e1- 
ther set up front organisations 
or infiltrated existung cam- 
paigns; now they have seized 
the leadership. Meanwhile, 
the Labour party, with its 
denunciations of Jaw-break- 
ing, has showed itself to be 
what Trotsky always said it 
was: a movement of “re- 
actionary social patnots”. All 
in all, a textbook case. (I exag- 
geratc; but only somewhat.) 

In the past, the government 
was able to enact anti-left 
measures — against the trade 
unions, for example — because 
it had widespread public sup- 
sail But the poll tax is dif- 
erent. It does not have the 
consent of the governed. 
Pressing ahead with it, despite 
the doubts expressed in every 
quarter of the Tory party, was 
a foolish and dangerous act, 
even tn a democracy a5 ma- 
ture and stable as our own. 
The government has played 
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at Hackney, east London last week. The only real gainer 


into the agitators’ hands. 

Of course, there is a sense in 
which this is precisely what 
the government wants: it can 
now play up the scenes of vio- 
lence to distract attention 
from the real cause of the trou- 
ble, the injustice of the poll tax 
liself. 

There is a symbiosis be- 
tween Militant and Mrs 
Thatcher which enables them 
to feed off one another. She 
gives therm a focus for their 
class-war propaganda. They 
give her an ideal enemy: it 15 
much more to her taste to fight 
the likes of Militant than it is 
te deal with Mr Kinnock’s 
milk-and-water Labour party. 

Watching the relationship 
between Militant and the 
pome minister is like watch- 
ing some immensely bitter 
mamiage which nevertheless 

continues to survive, to the 
baflement of outsiders. The 
truth is, each would be lost 
without the other. Mrs That- 
cher has even reached out 2 
hand and pulled another 
favourite partner, Mr Tony 
Benn, off the scrapheap of his- 
tory. He is once more to be 
seen tottering around the 
place, muttening about George 





Lansbury and the suffragettes. 

The prme minister's prob- 
Jem is that she has not only 
conjured up ghosts, she is 
fighting them. If the Labour 
leadership offered comiort to 


the Militant demonstrators —- 


a guaranteed future pardon for 
all moters, for example, or 
reimbursement of fines im- 
posed for non-payment — the 
government would be on to a 
good thing. Unfortunately, Mr 
Kinnock has rather spoiled 
the game. He has unequivo- 
cally denounced the violence 
ov urged people to pay their 
tlls. 

For that reason, I doubt 
whether the ordinary voter, 
watching the violence on tele- 
viston, says: “Look at those 
hornble communists, Mabel. 
We must vote for Mrs That- 
cher as the only person who 
can deliver us from these ruffi- 





from the civic violence is Militant 


ans.” The voter is more iikely 
lo say: “Look at the latest 
bloody mess that woman has 
janded us in. Everyone told 
her this was gotng to happen, 
but she thought she knew bet- 
ter, as usual.” 


The only real gainer from 
the violence and 1s publicity, 
therefore, 1s Militant. [t is a 
strange situation. But then, as 
Trotsky observed in his his- 
tory of Bolshevism: “The 
revolution does not choose its 
paths. Jt made its first steps 
towards victory under the 
belly of a Cossack’s horse.” 


How wonderful it is ~ how 
nichiy, exquisitely comic — 
that Trotskyism has made its 
biggest advance of the 1990s 
in the Conservative Home 
Counties, under the belly of'an 
English police horse, outside 
the local town hail. 
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1m electronic headquarters, nerve-centre of the town halls protes 


that exploded in poll tax violence 
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demonstrations has been re- Genial thar Militant has in- 


quipment. 

its most 
large and modern 
Eastway Offset, 


The £m centres has its own 


that’s what we can do to 
air-conditioned com 


Thatcher and the Tories. 
The control 
for Militant’s 


However, 


facility in the past few weeks 
has been a 


centre is surrounded by 
barbed wire and has television 


surveillance e¢ 


Toor, living quarters, can- 
which has been prod 
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by 


the use of a drumbeat and or- 


mont in the and Class War, are 


pasi few weeksthe ma:nobjec- ing on the 
live has been to mobilise ac- 


missiles in 2m at- 
1iViSi, many in their late 


been similar; 
{own 
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Paul U 


The “reni 
ional 


and reveals the workings of 


dezt issued on mobile jele- occupation. Siz of its 12 


phones. 


gar Square on March 31 
stall quiside Bristol's council i 
offices were used to incite the prinung plant, 


roembers and 
3,000 by nex 


SUNDAY Times 


Hatton men’s 
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A LARGE double-fronted, 
disused shop on 8 prominent 
street in central Liverpool is 
the headquartera of the Mer- 
scyside Anti-Poll Tax Feders- 
tion, It ls from here that the 3$ 
bocal anti-tax unions are exe 
ordinated, demonstrations 
rpaalied, a strident aaaet 
pay — Won't pay” pamphiets 
and posters distributed. a 
t many passing shop- 
pera will not know is that this 
part of the anti-poll tax cam- 
poe is being sabeidiond by 
ur-led Liverpool city 
council, the very suthority 
which will have to pursue 
those people who follow the 
slogan's advice and refuse to 
pay their community charge. 
e chop, the former base 
ofa security and building con- 
tractor, is council property, 
aod was given rent-free to the 
campaign in January. lis 
rental value is estimated at 
£5,000 a ycar, 

The move was proposed 
Keva Coombes, the council 
leader, afler a delegation from 
the campaign went to visit 
him in hts council office. 

With other recent coptro- 
versial decisions, it haa again 
taised the question of how 
much influence Militand still 
exercises within the council = 
three years after the capulsion 
of Derek Hatton and other 
Militant members, 

The prominence of activists 
in the I anti-poll tax cam- 
paign also undertines the con- 
tinuing strength of Militant in 
Li | as a whole, the city 
of its birth, 

Peter Kilfoyle, the Labour 
party's northwest regional or- 
vaipnes against Bitoni, sald 

per obs j ; 
is ilitant has regrouped 
within Liverpool because it 
has been marginalised eclse- 
where. We ignore its current 
Influence at our peril." 

deiT Goulding, 22, is the 
northwest representative of 
the Ali-Britain Anti-Poll Tax 
Federation. He is a Labour 
party members, but freely ad- 
mits that he is a Militant sup- 
porter and haa sold its news- 
paper “from time to time”. 

iting in the sparcely fur- 
nished campaign heatqusr! 
terz, he also confirms that 


nning, 


posit- 
ions within it. 

“But the federation is made 
up of all shades of opinion — 
inctuding people who have 
voted Tory ali their lives, and 
people who have never been 
peu in any shape of 

»” said Goulding, predict- 
ing that het peor’ in 
yerpod! would refuse to pay. 

What he did not say, Aaah 
ever, wad lhat he has twice 
written for the Militant news- 
paper on pol) tax. Helf of the 
contact names on the Mersey- 
side campaign bulletin ate 
known members or supporters 
of Militant, and of the six 
trade union branches quoted 
by Goulding as having given 
moncy of tupport, five are 
known Militant strongholds. 

Despite the campaign's 


link 
firong Militadt links, and its 
44 itlen to the national 


ur party fine, Coombes 
defends the council decision 


F 
| 
| 
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end ta bloody awful that [ 
ikink people necd as much 
guidance and as much protec- 
tlon from it as possible,” he 
said, while stressing that he 
will be pushing for imp 
emeniation of the 2 when 
the council mecis to set the 
figure later this month, 


his support for the appoint-/ 
ment of Tony Mulhcarm, Mili- | 
tant founder, and Frank Milt, | 
disqualified councillor, to| 
£15,000 jobs ns Euro-liaison | 
officers, which led 10 24 coun | 
cillors breaking the pany whip | 
to block it. 

“We are very concemed 
about Coombes's connections | 
with the Militant Tendency, 
We are seriously considering 
removing him as leader al ihe 
May elections,” taid one pro- 
minent member of the “ 
gressive left” grouping, which 
opposes the Militant<domi- | 
et Seda in the coun 

a ruling f group, | 

Coombes admits that his 
handling of the Mulhcarn and | 
Mills tstuc was “probably in- 
sensitive’, but denies the 
sugecstion that he is a Milligot 
“stooge”. 

“One of the complaints that | 
people make about me is that | 
they are never entircly sure | 
what | am going to do or what 
[am going to tay, because f | 
am my own man,” he said, 
Piedad mae sratce put 

mbes under pressure age | 
ain last week by abstaining | 
from voting on his budget pre f 
petals. The opposition from 
these one-iime allics is starting 
to solidify — amid [cars that 
their own position may be 
under threat, 

The 24 rebels are being tar- 
ected by Militant activists ia | 
the run-up to selections for the | 
May focal government elec- | 
tions, with moves already 
under way to unseat them. =| 

Six activisis were recently 
moved into one ward to try 10 
sewing the batance and take 
control of key positions in the 
local pany sewhere, fears | 
are that the Broadgreen 
constituency party, twice sus | 

nded in the nast because of | 

filitant activity, will again | 
fall to Militant at its annual 
meeting at the end of the | 
oii hh a 
of some, the prospect of 8 | 
Militant-dominated council is 
once sgain @ very srai one. 
“With an ill wind and a bit of 
bad fuck, we could see that lot 
back in contro! again afler_ 
May,” said one moderne | 
councillor, i 

But Richard Venton, Mili- | 
tant's Merseyside spokesman, | 
said of its part in the anti-poll | 
tax campaign: “We are proud 
of the rofe we have played in: 
boosting Labour's position in 
the opinion polls and giving 
the party a 20-point lead," 








insight reporting teant. Maurice Chittenden, 
John Davison, Pater Hounam, 
Andrew Smith and Christopher Ward 
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ACKNEY is where Jast 
week 20 unstable mix of 
politica) extremism and 


public frustration created 
an explosion mot seen since the 
wors! days of the miners’ strike and 
Wapping. 

Prolest marches and demonsira- 
tions had been merely a dress 
rehearsal for the ugly scenes which 
erupted in the North Londoo bor- 
ough on Thursday when seasoned 
agitators seized upon the anger of 
the Jarge crowd and iurned it 
against the police. 

The event had been prepared 
with the professionaiism of protest- 
ers well versed in the art of exploit: 
ing the issue of the moenent. For 3 
week or more fly-posters advertis- 
ing Hackney council's cructal poll 
tax-setting meeting had been 
appearing on walls, hoardings and 
bus stops afl around the borough. 


Agilaiors were strategically 
placed to hand out protesi ptacareds 
to the angry residents of Hackney 
who made up east of the crowd. 
Trained trouble-makers — from 
Trotskyist groups such as Mililant, 
the Socialist Workers’ Party and 
the Workers’ Revoluttonary Party 
— whipped up anti-poll fervour. 
Then, their work done, most of ihe 
agitators escaped down side streeis 
and inte Lhe night before the potice 
could caich up with them. 

Of the 36 arrests, 7 were of 
people trom Hackney. 15 fram ather 
parts of North Lundon, and 10 jrom 
the rest ot the capital. Only twa 
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London, demonstrators make themselves heard from thes 


How Militant is the mob? 


were from other parts of the coun- 
iry — Cambridge and Birmingham. 
The SWP piayed a prominent 
role. Many of the posters bore the 
imprint of the London printers — 
East End Offset Lid — which pro- 
duces much of its propaganda male- 
ral. Exiteacis from the SWP featiet 
read: “We should publicly burn poll 
tax forms” and "Some Tories have 
expressed fears about civil] ditobe- 
dience. Let's give them civil disobe- 


§ Britain is witnessing 
the first major civil 
disobedience campaign 
since the suffragettes? 
Tony Benn 


iy a ee sy] 
dence at a Jevel they haven't even 
dreamt of." 


But who precisely were the 
people whe comprised the mol? 
Vas it ol) the fault of professional 
traublemakers! Or were they being 
blaned ty the Conservative party 
hierarchy for a genuine outbresk of 
public anger? Were they being used 
in an aitempt to blacken 3 resur- 
gent Labour party? 


The Government. and ta some 
extent the pobce, are adamant that 


the mavhem was the work of a hard 
core ot highly organised Trotskyist 
zc1ivists, and anarchist groups such 
as Class War. 

ft is true that the initial trouble in 
front of the town hall was ihe work 
of a 200-strong core, many waving 
Militant and SWP placards. But itis 
not true that this group made up the 
mob responsible [or the window 
qiaa Rane aod icoting that came 

ajec. 


lis main intention was to destroy 
ralher than steal. What locling took 
place occurred hel | after the 
mob had done its deed. [1 looked far 
more tike opportunism. 


On the steps of the town hall. in 
front of the police lines, both Alili- 
tant and the SWP had several Jead- 
rs equipped «ith megaphones, to 
whip up as much frenzy as possible, 
Al the heart of the crowd a vocifer- 
ous core duly responded with 
chants and missiles. 


Hui meanwhile the vast majonty 
af the crowd was there only to pro- 
test peacefully nulside the town 
hall, They id not shout. They did 
Hot commit acts of violence, One 
thing was clear however: few 
intended to pay the poil tax even if 
it mean going to poison. 

It was the 150 penple or so at the 
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by Nicholas Farrell 
and Victoria Macdonald 


heart of the crowd confronting the 
police lines who were the worst 
ehaved outside the town hail. 
They were the ones who threw the 
doitles, cans and placards. It was 
they who shouled loudest. It was 
they who grappled and fought with 
fice. Jt was they who pressed 
orward, 

The mob began its destructive 
flight away from the town hall and 
into the Narrow Way when police 
maved out inte the adjacent Mare 
Street. where tralfic had been 
brought to a standstill, to disperse 
the crowd. 

Among the shards of broken 
lass, it left evidence of its flight of 
esiruction, tike calling cards in the 

Shape of copies of Militant's news- 
paper. a pink hand-uut on Hack- 
ney's “Library Crisis”, the SWP's 
“Break the Tortes’ Poll T2x" teaf- 
let. and another from ACT UP, 
London Women's Group on safe sex 
Jor lesbians. 


There were dramatic eve witness 
accounts: — the dover of a number 
30 bus, Mr Gary Neale, 27. trom 
Basildon, Essex, was stuck in the 


traffic jam as the mob swept up the 
Narrow Way and around his bus. 

He said: “I said to this demoa- 
strator. “I hate Thatcher too. | hate 
the poll ax just like you. You have 
made my night. 

“He stood in front of the bus and 
maved people around it telling 
them to leave it alone.** 

Does that mean it was an orga- 
nised mob with a ¢elermined 
plan ta desiroy? Mr Neale added: “| 
recognised many of the faces — all 
local peapie from around here. You 
see them as you are driving your 
bus round. 


“The bloke | spoke to was white, 
aged around 25. with short blond 
hair. There were a few with scarves 
round their faces. They might have 
been Militanis or what have you. 
Most of them were not so much 
teenagers as 18 to 30." 


The barman at the Crown pub at 
the top of the Narrow Way, Mr Colin 
Crow, watched as the mob swept 
past the windows. He said: “They 
were white, early 20s, | saw one 
with blond punkish hair throw a 
bock through ihe shop next door. 
He was weanng a green Dutch 
ariny type jacket and black canvas 
ofr dark jeans. They came in 
bunches of 20 to 30. They were 


weaning boots and stuff from army 
surplus stores. 


“They were shouting and taugh- 
ing when they the heart asmashing 
of glass somewhere. Most of the 
looters were black, lhe trouble- 
makers white. 11 looked Jike a 
ihrow-back to ihe days of punk 
fyi tee 


One man, who would not give his 
name, but said he was 27, a driver, 
4) believe in the law. If 
a socialist government 
passes laws | don't like, 

I have to obey them? 
Alargaret Thatcher 


SS ei Ee 
and lived in a Hackney council Aat, 


was at the heart of the crowd in 
Sront of the dawn hall when the trow- 
ble started, He said that police had 
“beaten up” his brother. 

He added: “I ain't a member of 
anything. | just won't pay the pail 
tax. Most of us here are Hackney 
residents, I'd say 65 per cent, the 
rest aren't. 

“All that’s happened is the police 
have given us a good kicking. Notb- 
ing been achieved here tonight 
really. 








treet outside the town hall 





“['m paying £40 a week on rent 
and rates. Wilh poll tax it will be 
£56. That’s big money. I've got two 
young kids." 

A young mag, who said he lived in 
Hackney in a condemned council 
flat and was a student. said: “tf 
these groups like Militant and SWP 
come cut and it’s agatnst the poll 
tax, that's good enough forme.” 
But as the council continued its 
deliberations and the crowd 
screamed and jostled outside, 
nearby a baby in a pram lay asleep 
with a Pay No Poll Tax poster as a 
pillow. 

Twenty-four hours later, Militant 
and the SWP were again on hand, 
this time in Lambeth, where ang 
residents are facing the highest pail 
taz in Britain. But, unlike Hackney, 
there was little evidence that they 
were manipulating ihe crowd. The 
vinlence which resulted in nearly 30 
afrests, an overturned police car 
and several police baton charges, 
appeared to be a spontaneous erup- 
tion of local anger — although one 
focal resident. comparing it with 
prexirus auibreaks of violence in 

rixton, called Friday's events ‘‘a 
designer not”. 

But one thing is clear from the 
week’s outbursts: poll 1ax 4s a sub- 
ject so emotive it crestes anger 
meht across the political spectrum. 
Skilled agitators only need to light 
the blue touch paper for fireworks 
10 ensue — although they can never 
be sure how fierce will be the 
resultsag explosion. 


Anti-Poll Tax Federation 
idiots’ 
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he All-Britain Anti-Poll Tax 
T Federation, which has been 

linked in the media with last 
week's violence at Hackney and Lam: 
beth, has come out strongly against 
the ‘handful of idiots’ who provoked 
the disturbances, 

The Federatiun’s press officer, 
John Rathbone, told Cuy Limits: "We 
oppose the violence unequivocally. 
The only way to defeat the poll tax is 
through mass non-payment — there is 
no other method.’ 

Mr Rathbone defended Jobbies of 
councillors and peaceful occupations 
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condemns 


¢ 
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of Town Halls as 'a legitimate form of 
democratic protest,’ and warned that 
councils — like Hackney = which 
locked out demonstrators, bore a 
measure of responsibility for their 
anger. Ele contrasted Hackney’s 
refusal to let in protestors, with Lam- 
beth’s decision to let ina spokesman 
from the Federation, to speak ag 
Friday night's meeting, while relay- 
ing the debate to the crowd outside 
over a PA system. He also singled out 
Hillingdon Council as a ‘model’ 
example of how to treat protestors. 
"We stopped their first meeting peace: 


Bee Sine 





fully,” he said. “This time they gave 
facilities for 1,200 people to view it; 
there was no violence whatsoever.’ 

Mic Rathbone said the ‘Carnival’ 
atmosphere of Friday night’s Brixton 
Protest was spoiled by ‘a few idiots’ 
who threw petrol bombs and beer 
bottles at the police. He said whoever 
turned a police car over, in Hackney, 
was ‘well out of order’, But he also 
accused the police of arresting people 
indiscriminately and brutally. 

A team of legal observers aperating 
under the umbrella of the National 
Council for Civil Liberties, was on 
hand in Brixton on Friday night, and 
among the incidents they were close to 
was an officer in riet pear who was 
seen repeatedly striking a Guardian 
fournalist, Jocelyn Targett, with his 
shield. The crowd also saw a police 
officer gesticulate from inside as van, 
as it drove off after an arrest had been 
made at Stockwell Green. In Hackney, 
the night before, the Hackney Com- 
munity Defence Association handed 
out a phone number toring - 2490193 
~ for anyone who was arrested, or who 
witnessed an arrest. 

Atleast 25,000 people are expected 
the join the national demonstration 
against the poll tax on Saturday March 
31. The march, from Kennington 
Park to Trafalgar Square, begins at 
noon, Tickets for an anti-pol) tax 
benefit — co-sponsored by City Limits 
= at Brixton Academy on March 30, 
are available from the Academy (326 
1022), South Bank Poly (261 1525}, 
Kingsway College (837 4641), and 
Rough Trade (240 0105). Tickets are 
£8 and £5 (concessions). 
QUENTIN McDERMOTT 
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MEET Busby’s Babes — the cheery 


coppers who are prepared to cil 
every mountain to hetp sick Breall 


Sgt Jim Busby is Planning to take 


a team of 13 offlcers trom H 
police station to Wales for geen 
sored climb of three peaks — Snow- 
don, Cadair Idela, and Crid Goch. 


The cash ralsed wit 
go to bu 
baby heartbeat monitor for Queen EN 


zabeth Children's H 
ney Road. ospiial In Hack- 








they hope to have [ots more b 
time they go on the cilmb, oe 


Sgt Busby, 29, first got Invol 
talsing money for QEH aie he Sa 
a raat at Bethnal Green. 

ow he’s hoping to make t 
sored cilmb an annual seat se 

Pictured above Ilmbering up f 
the climb with Sgt Bisbylnie Poe 
dohn Lester, Terry Howes, Steve Mar- 

tin, Mark Godfrey, Gerry Campbell, 


POLICE made 14 arrests 


afier clashes between mem- © 


bers of the ultra-right win 
British National Pany an 
anti-racist groups at a demon- 
stration on Sunday afternoon. 
Nearly 500 police were 
drafted into Bethnal Green as 
trade oe ee anti-racist 
groups staged a rally in 
test at a “Rights for Whites” 
march organised by the BNP. 
The march in protest at the 
stabbing of Morpeth school 
pupil John Stoner was due to 
end at Bethnal Green Town 
Hall, Patriot Square, but 
around 300 anti-racisis gath- 
alr outside to block their 


path, 

To prevent a clash the 200 
marchers, some as young #3 
10, shouting “white power" 
and chanting “Rule 
Britannia,” were routed along 


Roman Road. The streets 
were lined with cou and 
the march was shadowed by a 
police helicopter. 

Officers acted quickly to ar- 
rest a marches after be spat at 
a woman who accused the 
demo of stirring up racial 
hatred. 


Majority 

The majority of arrests 
came as the marchers filed 
back to Bethnal Green Road 
after a speech from ex-Natio- 
nal Front leader John Tyndall 
just off Grove Road. 

None of the Stoner family, 
including grandfather George 
Happe who organised # pre- 
vious march, was present on 
Sunday. 

Spitalfields Labour council- 
lor Abbas Uddin hailed the 
day as a Victory over racism. 





@ Abbas Uddin: victory 
claim. 

“Our community is not pr 
pared to be intimidated by fa 
cist thugs. Sunday will ! 
remembered for the unity 
black and white local 
against racism and facism 
he said. 


Poll tax: counting the cost 


Already they've got £4,000 — and 


and 
ar eis Pugh, end WPc Lynn Shep- |} 


Sedgemore slams the Met’s 
immigrant checks 


HACKNEY South MP 
Brian Sedgemore has hit 
aut at Metropolitan Pollce 
officers who abuse their 
powers by stopping black 
peopte for trivial offences 
and detaln them for lengthy 
periods to run Immigration 
checks on them. 

Mr Sedgemore ctalms 
6,000 people a year are sub- 
jected to police harassment 
after immigration checks re- 
| veal they are law-abiding cl- 
tizens wilih the right of 
abode in this country. 


Last weck he held 2 top- 


level meeting with Home Se- 
cretary David Waddington 
ta complain that the po- 
lice’s conduct over Immigra- 


-tlon checks was dames te 


community relations an 
was offensive to black 
people. 

Mr Waddington pro- 
mised to investigate, He 
also heard Mr Selgcmore 
complain that the Metropo- 
litan Pallce had refused to 


co-operate with = study on 
the force’s efficiency. 

“The Met Police are one 
of the most Inefficient orga- 
nisatlons In Britain and 
they're accountahic to no- 
ane,” sald Mer Sedgcmore. 
‘They're the most cxpen- 
sive police force in Britain. 
Their ciear-up rate ts abys- 
mal and no-one really 
checks that we get value for 
money.” 


HACKNEY was this week counting the 
cost of the poll tax afler fast Thursday's 
demonstration outside the Town Hall. 

For shopkeepers, It means higher In- 
surance premiums following violence 
and looting which devastated 42 pre- 
mises, causing tens of thousands of 
pounds worth of damage. 

For Town Hall bosses It means uncer- 
tainty after union leaders threatened to 
make poll tax collctilon unworkable In 
the borowph. And for every adult In 


Hackney It means a bifl for £499 will be 
dropping through their letter-boxes with- 
in the next two weeks. 

Fifty-seven people were arrested dur- 
Ing the demonstration, In which 40 po- 
lice officers were injured. Politicians and 
ant!-poll tax organisations moved quick- 
ly this week to condemn the violence. 

Meanwhile, si ll oppositian to 
the poll tax In Hackney is growing. 

@ For comprehensive coverage of the Is- 
sues, and the violence, see pages 10 & 11. 


Race demo murder: solicitor in 


TIE SOLICITOR representing the three 
Bangladeshi range charged with at- 
tempted murder after an East End race 


demonstration has appealed for witnes-— 


ges to the incident to come forward. 

The three — Malik Miah, 18, Abdul Ha- 
lim, 17, and a 16-year-old who cannot be 
identified — were arrested after the stab- 
bing of John Swinney, 35, in the arca of 
Harford Street and Hen Jonson Road, 
Stepney, on Saturday, February 24, 

The incident followed a march by 
white residents in st at the stabbin 
of Morpeth schoolboy John Stoner, 17, 


appeal for 


eatlier that month. Now the East London 
Workers Against Racism group has sct 
up the Baie Three Campaign”. 

It is calling for the release of the teen- 
agers, an end to alleged “police harass- 
ment of Asian famnilics”, end a campaign 
to halt the “dramatic increase in racist at- 
tacks in Tower Hamlets during the fast 


18 months". : 
The family of Malik Miah quit their 


HC, lore 46 


witnesses 


flat on the Clichy Estate, Stepney, after 
his father had his ere in an attack 
a white gang in 
OY alik's Tanhe Mukith, needed 26 
stitches in @ razor wound when he was at- 
tacked in a Stepney churchyard. 
The campaigners say any information 
will be al ie the strictest confidence. 
Solicitors Christian Fisher and Co can 
be contacted on 379 6928. 

























rei aliccer 


were mostly quiet, » Toga 
bag of Nour hurled across 
ne jercote the only vis- 
: protest. 
As for the councillors, 
continually atreamed freee 
the chamber to peer out of the 
windows at the scenes taking 
place in the street. 
The poll tax was set barely 
ty minutes afer Gs mane 
an = tema 
bar then the pa Felines 
ised thet, ES the tie 
action was = outs 
the council chamber, 








at £499, and was then 


PADDY Ashdown (right) 
was forced to abandon a 
meeting la Heckney Town 













was fac 


the trouble ae front doors 


dience going out = and the de- 
Monsissiors getting i. 


Hall Assembly Rooms after 
100 anti-poll tax demonstra- 
forg invaded the hall and 
Eyouted him down. 

The Liberal Democrat 
raed was there Io launch 

nile local election 
suite but his speech 
wai drowned ovi, Afler- 
wards, he went ca television 
ie condemn the taciles of 
the demonstrators, 

Hackner Liberal Demo 
erat, Cllr Cotin Beadle, con- 
demned the way Labour 
counciiters had arranged 
for the poll taz meeting io 
colacide with Mr Ash 
down's visit, which had 


been organised several 









Months eartler, 

“The Militant Tendency 
is acknowledged ta be an In- 
tegral part of the Labour 
Pariy, ta 1 feel the Labour 
group bears much of the re- 
plea for the suppres. 

sion of free speech In 
Hackney on Thursday even. 
ing,” he sald. 





AS A member of Hackney North branch of 
the Socialist Workers Milan I would like wo 
make s few points sbout aed 
Fronsiraticn; 


We do not believe that looting or 
will defeat poll tax, but we will not else 
thore who react angrily to the bbsbel es of 


Tory attacks. These inclade pa res in the 
N15, vicious anti-union laws Ul tax. 
We can stop the il tax, Hackney Coed 
thould not do the Tories’ diny work. We call 
on Sate ers not io collect and Hackney 
pee ¥ the poll laa. = ¥. LEHAL, 
NTAGU ROAD, DALSTON. 


O.. inp cad capaiuing Me lem, Wun: 


rueading and ae 
cme ocaciencel el ik cass, fo = 
walks arr 
moming afier the rioting. 

White's altitude reflects the high stan- 
derds expecied from senior council officers 
and one can only with this waa mirrored at 
member fevel. ~ STEPHEN SCOTT, MARE 
STREET, MACE EN: 


cupied the Town [all with ite hrs f, 


the Sociatins Workers Pany 

all live in the borough and are ac- 
Labour movement, 

There is violence in Hackney — the daily vio- 

tence of an uncaring system on the of 

tax 


government is - 
ingle this doetactr tds rae P 
cacers tite for Hf f 
elec EOLIN POOLE’ SECRE. 
TARY, ACKNEY SOUTH BRANCH, 50- 
CIALIST WORKERS PARTY, | 


Pa oe te pay tee poll as 
i: W a cheque for £499, date it 
March 31, 91, and guerd the cheque stub 


We can stop 


the poll tax 


we Dele in raon lo ilackney Council 
oe Beta reeeipe y law they must give you 


3: Walt for the burcaucrecy to lore che- 

before they can cash it. - MIKE KILL- 

NGWORTIL SEVEN SISTERS ROAD, 
FINSBURY PARK. 


0... The articfe in last week's Gazene about 
the Poll Tex Legal Group's “anti-poll tax che: 
que book™ it misleading in two wayt. 
First, I hang to sate it rica 
are net tellin et io tax 
Ct (liar beck gore poll eau whbae 
choosing to pay the tax that there are still 
ways of ve a 





are sig “Hackney’s anti- 


af tax aigners”. £ is idirt 
i as pa information Higl argc the ie 


tot nly legitimate fore of rset, bu an 


CAS, POLL 
TAX LEGAL Shor: 


ferenex —— A phataypi lt i Hackney 

and Libera! Democtrat-controlled Tower iter. 
beta, While Hackney hes raised sens by ever 
£5 and set the poll ius 01 £499, Tower Flamlets 


ee ereaee re by £1.95 and ect the poll tax | 


Sorely Uds clearly shows that when Liberal 
Democrais comrol an avthority, nol only do 
they provide the services they were elected 
for, but they sha ive value for money at tha 
same time, — bi. COLLINS, L. VEN. 
DER GROVE T DALSTON, 


erision: attacks 


subjected fo mob rule. Max Velody reports’ ek 


— 























Fines fund to be established 


Bete eato Be rel santa pay ate femelle 
gal costs of the 37 people arrested at Thurs: 


af § demonstration, 


facghney Agacast The Poll Tax iz co-ordina- 
ving the appeal for those facing charges that 


ude burglary, atzault, the, 
oe marpettparh 


offensive we 
Hackney isles ha Defence Association, 


appecin or witr ses to arretis to contact 
them on hbo 
Aave interviewed 20 of thore arrested, 
and plan fe produce a document within the 
month on how the arrests were corried oul. 
Martia Wailer, of HCDA, told the Gazatie: 
“We are concerned about the level of force 


stio¢n 
? offences. 


used by the police in carrying out arrests. We 
the police wate group, Aas been assisting feel some of those arrested may have grounds 
the legal defence of those arrested. They are for a civil case against the police.” 
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| ‘Monday when he ton- 


| or gat th 
| poy it," be 









“TT would be nice te 
we a revolution In Bel- 
tala, bud It Is my com 
aidered view thal it 


will pot happen.” So 


| sald Brien Sedge- 
| more, who was lo 


ly 





tenes te bai be 
(az, 

mrhe i wat 
called by Hackney 
Against The Poll Taz, 
which Is co-ordinating 
a sampeige of non- 
‘gee ul the AIP 

Hackney South 
sald he beileved the 


me fy Rr dcop 


the tax was by voting 


| out the Tories at the 


next election, 

“Asa matier of poll- 
tical stratcgy 1 will be 
paying, but lt is wp to 
people's own con- 
aclences as to whether 
should 


Condemned 
Hackney North MP 
THane Abbott sald she 
would declde whether 
to pay after nest 


| week's mecting of ber 


local par 
Boik Tepe con- 


i demned ‘Thursday's 
| violence. Mer Sedge 


peel btamed non 
gm of ma 

white vilddtecelaes 
anarehlsis,” white Ais 
Abboit has put down 
a House of Commons 
Motion blaming H on 
Mrs Thatcher, who 
she described as “the 
real urban terrorist.” 
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aint-fifled 
t 


20 legitimately to exes- 


a democratic pro- 
test) «oagelast§=§6the 
community charge. But 


thercare and Marks and | 


bi Wao VIUICHE, fe Wado VIOHL. Il Wao UIC THIGH FIACAHEY SCt io POH idx 
Ra a a 


cluding Mcionald's, Mo- 


among the 
fram stores. 


Now owners ere frarfel 
that thelr laswrance costs 
will rockel ap 6 resull of the J White, Hackns 


damage, Connch's chief execull 
The owners of the Mart- suaaedt Weaoa leak 


elted damaged shops 
we restaurant Ia Lower Friday morning. The coun- 
Claptos Road sald: “We! 
orried. Inssrance 


cit has sald Kt will provide 
are Yery W “any aseletance within kes 


Council ‘could 
have been heroes’ 


THE Hackney Against The Poll Tax Federation is gathering 
ee i Lae Pens ence! elteady evap ms ihe bor: 
ou number of community groupe, tenants" associations 
cod wade undone aifitiassd = 
Bate HAPT pr pte rp ripeased that their 
ee eyropathy 
bergen who ered damage and week. 
thopkeepert are among thoes 
eae ene Pave bee very error 


She waa critical of the way Hackney Council hes handled the 
pol] tax jrme. “If the councl] hadn't hired security guards, if 
had stood on the Town Hall end chown solidarity 
is pects inex woul bare’ frcedicteciig.crrems ond 

of the hour,” she saict, . 
of the Alf Britain Anti-Poll Tar Fe- 





vocale violence. The onl 
way to deJest the poll tax is 
for tens of thourands of 

not to pay.” 

coming yal tax 
ectings: King’s Park AFTU 
meets et 7m on Tues 
Holme! 









@®POLL TAX TIT- 
BIT: ffackney Coun- 
cil's trade: wiions are 


om day; 
gh Road Baiate 
Against ‘The Poll Tax meets 
at 7.30pm on March 26 at the 
Oak Tree Community Centre 
in Bethune Road; and Mack: 
ney i The Poll Tax 
miceis eee Tucslsy Bed 
every month et 7.30pm at 
Old Fire Station in Leawin 
Road, Stoke Newington. 






THE GAZ 
THURSDAY'S LOBBY AND ABOUT 
TAX ITSELF. IT HAS 
BEEN NECESSARY TO 
ABBREVIATE THEM TO INCLUDE 
AS MANY AS POSSISLE. 


ee ® The face 

Bist it waa not be =the debete touk be- FE” = 3 of Hackney use ia Pee i. = BILL, 
hind “closed” and boarded-up door. I was dis- : iF in the WYNN, CHAIR, KINGS 
goned at being deaied my dexwcntic right to : fiat! .. hs PARK 'ANT-POLL TAX 
exter the Town Hall. = | A 

I felt £ was witnessing @ 0... On behalf of Peders- 
gy Panther: mle pag rr thon of Hackney Tenants’ As- 

phar in sys sociations, we Palos Files 
=o me Hore pate nae 
Hides in 19347 — MAURI the violence and looting at 
OWEN, FOUNTAYNE _ 98 enti-poll tax demonsirs 
ROAD, STO tion. We and our affiliated te- 
TOM, pants’ associations were out 
Cl... What a» disgrace to ace in force to show the counci] 
taobs of Militant and ; sab pelea pipe mele 
car calice Cae: emi Our loca! police are L.A. WYNN, DALSTON — The main blame for any iat 6 
foeerviened on radio cartige.  % Wonderful job with mumy LANE, DALSTON. trouble ies af the door of the = gale 
pleuly ccmembered Meay time to help in youth clube the media about the violence tak, which  Pescciet and pouers meee 
of the protesters tg «and coher organisations. thal took plece. bh should be make 22 million peopts TARY, FEDERATION OF 
be onder the « ais I was born in Hackney, out that the vest ma- wore off. Heving to pey HACKNEY TENA AS. 

When the people of Heck went to school here and work af who stiended AV on et ree TIONS. 
ney em invited to ais their here. I have been a Hackney = the were ordinary local last straw for =i 
niond at mectings arranged ralepayer for over 45 yeart. Se arate Maa many = no worder ie get 8 Niletas SH 
J pram Hoplite aplh-ghper - pestle vosee week Goat She council thould also Etellays! ehsfe [zs 
ee el city that is so prevalent. — onion eg shoulder jis share of the . 










Gazette letters special 


“HEREISASELECTIONOF THE NEE f 





veaann ee enneeeveertt 
@POLL TAX TIT- 


BIT: Bus drivers 
Mare 















A CROWD of 5,000 people built up outside 
Hackney Town Hall on ‘Thursday of last 
week, Most had come {to protest against those 
who Ie t them — the councillors. 





ts local traders| 
whose premiocs were da- 


oie Same hed coms to attack the people tio 

° ave Tee Clearing-up tect them — the police. ga oe 
opera see * The T Hall was ready f vale ery 
warts on to a shop guards with dogs had been Garin walker oa ae 
window, snashed duriag san of the da 

last Thoraday aighi’s ergy with mobility 

of violence. As the day wor on, scene 













@POLL TAX TIT- §| walked out. The rest were mater 
BIT: The Poll Tax Le- i eae a around ave Hall 
gal Groups Aas 


Produced a SO:page 
wide entitled Aa 
nif? Don't 





be wri- 
fing to PO Box £335, 
London NI6 GYR. 


ISLINGTON'S poll tax was 
act al £498 on Monday. 
Around 2,000 people took 
part in a demonstration ovt- 
de the Trwn Hall In Up- 
per Sireet. Forty-five were! 
arrested during clashes} 
with pole. 
Both police and Islington) 
Agetnst The Pell Tax pla-! 
ped the blame for the vio-| 
lenes on quiside sgitaters. |! 
officers and one pro 
tester Were treated for injur-' 
tex. Council leader Mar- 
gared Hudge was hit by a 
three-Inch nell, and th 
ineeting waa suspended f 
16 miauies following 
tion a ets demonstrators 
the public gatlery. Three La-. 


bour councillors yowe 
they ep a Fay the 









RIpport it 
lees the rH 


poll tax and by refi 


lee 


in 
ting ta cul- 
ing lo protecute thove who 
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biest. 


CORA T RTT eee ATA CETTE ed TS: 


HART-TOPPING singer Sinead 
O'Connor has put the controver- 
#sial death of Colin Roach back in 
the oa with her number one 


al | ape Not Want 
pape 


Ard th oda word “God's place is 
e werkt, but the world [1 not God's 


ed from a shotgun blest in the front 
| fucks Nectitcs pats vate 


Sulclde 


iH 


i 
Eg 
¢ 
5 
i 
tte 


sf 
a 
R85 
E 
i 
: 


TARGA: Eillgirltertes 
Ew 
: 
4 
: 
& 
i 
E 


3 
re 
5 

i 
ai 
are 
z 
He 


= ae 





ia dof nds to sho 
nT a keepers who hitd 


16 thelr 
a smashed and stores 


windows 


=.18 looted in the Hack- 


ke 


ll tax riot. 

ile known proce of 

i rigs the Rict Act of 
86, makes the police 


3 table io py compensa- 


= | don for houses and s 


hart star 
dedicates 
m=“ albumto § 
family of Colin, 


Roach 


disturbed aa phe feels our moti 
pone bewepers jet dent pecrila the 

“And Sinead thinks there is 9 lot of inued- 
fectual ditcustion ehdut recism but she wan- 
ted to make @ morc emational point of view 
because she feels that Colin Hoach's case je 


erie Lis ge 

=e alenal pl alorpe a 

Community Def son tesserae 

taid: “We 

lee Sa alia believe people 
do something practical 


HC 


disturb 
And Uris week, the demon: 













= fyaine Ps in e Sinead O'Conner "God's plece la the siesta bul the wortd te not God's place” 
alll WOMEssnuvUgEaNerTeNennnnngononeeegeaesaqnureetsn a tanovvorroreovcesoerttaddentLaHOUDPEIUnNOHDqHET2S40VORTSNNNNNNOESI4ACNNESOONQNNME4SCQCOOOONEESOOCCOpOprzraenLeMuovuoceecetstattetst‘HsNueaeradeeaddsonErsusyecsvuNneseevasttteiy 


L 685° 10 


POLICHK FOOT THE BILL 


4 POLICE are to pay 
a out ters of thousands 


OR POLL 
TAX RIOT 


Ruling means shopkeepers 


Singer 
feels 





don’t 
tell 
people 
the 
facts 





papers 
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J Hall on March & - which led th d | t 
[seiptamesr Will cop the demo loo 
claredt a riot by the orge all shopkeepers to 
of the lan Police. MAX gir Cami] was this cin Baa os 
EG) ¥ 
Deadline VELODY sgl ert nih op dered Ae 
Police have been circule-  ventey ([horeday). on time. fered violence = there were 
ting slog the Nero =—s TT, were delighted at A council spokesperson 37 people arrested — to have 
way, where mont of the = the news. tald: “We have a tax demonttration 
rioting tell Semclill gs teiley red the police and asked to classified as a slot. 
: é ee a eet of the Abbey Nadie =o make sure all shops re aware = keepers in Haringey and 
i z ut were told they na! Building Socicty, told che off their rights to aim under = fington will be unable to 
: ey ohed jut. 04 daye fron the = Garette: “We had an this Act“ clam under the Act. 
z a dete of the sit lo make their «ted glass window smarhed in Te cn ete police were an- 
3 + ciuim for damages. the disp, Now we won't Nonh MP, Diane = evailable for comment as the 
; 2 86 The expired yes: have to claim ender our insur- Abas, said: “I would  Gasetie went to presi. 
: Pubs launch drugs purge 
2 TEENY HOOZERS ond drug ebusere beware, Hackney 
: South Pub Watch was Leunched this week Lo clamp down 
E : Se: Secaaceuca wae 
i : around Mart 5 
z ‘ERE, treacle, what's my Kath doing hobnobting & Blears punk Read and and Mi Lane, hat the full backing 
SE ee ie ine Pe Kum Tayltorth le none other E of pub guv'nors end Hackney 
z whal = because aylta E 
: : a ke, kal then is ier ene cyt saya To ne E 4, uanilonds will be —_— f asc had ta = 
z ¢ age 3 age cutiomers 
i D oi nb ST nase nace TO tring the pubs. Unilormed cay will be in greates evidence. 
- as wld ie Ga Sean eanpipr loa pola 
bow anette: a 
has the féi support of the police who #777 aiden e high 
profile toth in public houses and the vicindly. 
"Some postive action will be taken when offences of 
this najore came to cur notice.” 
SLAUUAFADECEUANAEOAAAOOEAESSUNANDECSOUCTNGOTOASNOOOOEELIQOCNREFIGOCONOUNAEUESESODETOOGNOUNEQONNUORESEETSOQOEUEEEDOOMAUNODDT/=SERap:S0EYQ000E9RE%d2090DI90C400NER3Er99S0Q000E9NORESGANNOETHENFUET Taras OdeMOUADEYS4040KHVA6@E4SIN0NEDNQUGRETO4UNTINEGSZENRESIN TONINNNUQNNNVEINUAGITG‘IIIN! « 
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~ Success for child s 


a BOUAL 
Telesis 


Bib Yu nel 


-! 
=) Fils 


abuse crackdown 


THE price doors clanged shut this 
week for Darid Barker sed Micky 
Glocksiesd = conticted of horrific 
cried agelast young children. 

Hactary has bad moore than its 

fale share of ugly child abose cases. 
The attracted malfonal no 
teckiy when Mo was feresied thal 
us edophila ing ot Ex- 

Sage Was eperaling owl of an ad- 

érez In Lower 

The king of I rats Wond- 

7 Down aon boy Jason Swift la 
bed nes 7 men appearing be 
fore dhe Ofd Haves, and the unce- 
vering of » child pex network thal 
hactuded at beast 35 youngsters. 

Apd In December last year, IT- 
ear-old Daang Palmer was jalled 
or ty ner a ian olin 

month-old stepson te 
death In Flachery Park. =— 

nave bern reporied We Hackney po- 

uve io Hackney po- 

ice, around half of whkS inrolre 

| sexual apse hey art x ferentanre 

- by a special proleciion gquad 

z nine ollicers opersiing from of: 

oo Stoke Newington police 


Tha man leading tha teem bs Det 


Insp Eric Bowker, whe ia bls 16 | 


tannikes in charge has chalked 

ba cent muccest rate fe dea dealing 
abuse cases. 

He told the Garett: “The kez te 

the pacers: we have had haa been In 

rial logether wHh other agra- 


wbhal actlon te take la individes! 


caw. 
“New we plas sor approach and 

ie ie eske cobectire 
Poller sad social workers ore 


curren t tralala 
sou haprert . 


tem the case that police weren't 
called In unilf several days after o 
crime took place = tee lala for tits! 
forensic evidence io be palbered. 

bn iemimedi a- 


Police pressed over 
Jamie Stewart report 


FRESH questions are bein 
asked about the eoitruveria 
case of 22-year-old Stamford 
od bapidacree Jamie Stewart 
Ww loway police sta 
tion in July jase year. oe 
wa oti by a massive cocaine =a 
dose after he was arrested Ine one aight 


fi 
sean a maa 
police/commanity consalutive at 


bo accepted 
M lee tate ye Brees hey Re siz Sisear 


wag arrested ond treated in the police 
tstion. 


thorky (PCA) which Saber eneran: 
| 
ting the @ 


death for the past eight months. 
He warts 19 know what [a the focus of 


Halloway police stan.” 
would help ta se-arsure repre- 


tions” aroused by Mr Seeadea: 
The inquest verdict ser bis to entlely 


the PCA's inquisles, what renkerethe of. ‘Mt Stewart's family whose solichor 


claimed there were a number of discre- 


ie ee cence tot ee kyvest- 
Igation inte his death. 


tent of recent blood Peale bi ant eihasar it poles 


station and had ts ba forctbty re 


by MAX VELODY 


simultaneously by both a polices sergron 
and a child paedisiriclan, = 
Det Insp Bowker cops Wt is vital i mint- 


mise the umber of latersicws and examina 
floas emdured by the young tricilms. 
“Sometimes the madiical eraminatien an 
be more tranmathe than the acival offence.” 
The pobikcHy = rhe fd Clercland 
child abuse pow er Rantzea's 
Caltdtine came bes browghit child 
Mdm Bat Det f 

sember of cases Pom 


“The vest raajoriiy of nbese comes from 





retatives or famlty friends, Of the 300 cnses 
we bod jast year, 1 con think of Just a hand: 
ful where the victe did aot know thelr et- 


Working fr the endt bs stressful — espectal- 
ty for ihe officers, ruastly women, whe Inter- 
vee the children. “lt can be especially 
tazing for them when they tel te childrens 
who we Mrongly bellers to have been 
ea tee bul whe haven't yet blerted ent 


The child tbo ieay squad havea oe 
confidential ae for youngsters whe be 
Reve ra ad ee It bh manned 
mM — wih a8 an ¢ Ser- 
hy eperaling afer hours. ss ase 
Vou can ring K om 488 7168. 


Patience is the 
Key say detectives 


PATIENT detective work led to « 12- 
sentence for a man eas epeuans Coes 


neve ad Ceved ec eyes on he eee 


eae 
ms Ga Colin Geater, of Tower Hamlets 
d prexeetion team, told the Gazette thal » 


he citi tthe Old aley at we 
of 43-year-old David Barker 


that we could proceed.” 

In the courtroom, Judge Brian tald 
Darker: “What you did to these email children 
almoti defiet description, Over the years y 


Wa 

i court heard thet Barker had threatened 
to hurt the girl's mother if she resisted him. 
The chen have have now been taken into care, 


Barker was cleared of two other charges of 
ern PneErty. seed Endecenicy wen. « Ency 


@lnaa cae, 6 Homerten achodl 
hes hae Calched e:tckcal vedee ecttea vd 


lis courage in speaking out led to 5 nine- 
year jail sentence for tupgery and indecent au 
Bailey on bis at: 
tacker, Enst End “hard man” Micky 
Gluckstead, of Siratfond 
The court heard thet Gluckatead “terror- 
ised™ the chi child ina eubmbuing t his wicked 
demand. One of his vile acts was to perform 
sex with on altation dog and force the boy lo 


Glurkitead, 41, was 6 former bare-knuck!e 
peizcfighter end friend of some of London's 
toughest villains wih a reputation as 6 “maha 

men.” 





Empire ee night rene 2 


the family 


It’s a fair cop as police 
tread the boards for 


some good causes 





EastEnders star Giitien 





@ Sept © Sep Dae Depo Se Tieckeers 








— quit aeilng ie join the Met. 


by MAX VELODY 


TayHorth. 


COP a load of this? EastEnders star 
Gliisn TayzHorth treads the boards 
al seed races Empire on Aionds 

by alsiers Debbie 
and Kia. 


Cliles - known te slifions as the 


: -seffering Kath 
Balei in the nthe BBC aren ia het 


feet It over to Mare Sireet after 
fiealag the latest eploode of EartEn- 
ders at Elstree st 
It’s the First Hime the three sisters 
hare aver performed on slag Fia'iee 
ther = desplie many peare la the 
thesire. 


Kim, 32, was an sttrers fer [2 


“* 


geard before Jacking H In io foln the 
aa force, She's now a We at Je- 
ten station ecclatelog in bes 
and communliz work. Debbie, 37, Is 
6 former A aiiker eho fea 
many years as part of the Idlagton 
Pires theatre gro 
ring together In 
“His A Fale Cop”, a gale charity 
event pul on by the police te raise 
raoneys for St Jateph's Hi e, Cys 
ile Fibrosis, and Multipte Scheroals. 
Among tha 23 officers tsking 
ort le the show are Hockaey Supt 
ve Dugmore, Sicke Newlngton's 
answer te Reg DHxon, whove organ 


reciicl will Inctode songs from 
“Phantom Of Tha Opera.” 

And former top aciress Eliza 
Herne, who qual showbl: to Jolg 
Hatkney police, will abe be dolag 2 
star turn. 

The TayMorih trie wil do tre 
paste in the shew, bncleding ihe 

a Beverley Shera’ ston: 
ds “Shiera” 

Salad Kis: “We've always loved 
the theatee. Our mem and dad 
were mad o@ mupicals, aed Gillan 
and | both went to the Anns Scher 
theatre school, 

“We're a very close family, f 


HG 23-3: 90 


knew It sounds awfully corny, bud 
we afl mect op en Senda our 
parents’ hoase ia Upper Sircet for 
peas! dinner,” 


Gillan may be a TY star ner, 
but It doesn't make any differcace 
to parents Ron and Marje. “Mam 
has wever irested os an vs 
apd hippo special, Noth 
aa somethin bd io me in 
cei ta palheaeee id Kiss 
got lots of money! ie 

“i's A Eslr C * beplas 
TJ0pm on Mondey. Tickets are 

~and with 756 already snapped ep, 
you'll have to move fag. 


SF 





|/Police 





watchdo 


POLICE tactics during the town shops were smashed and looted when the 
hall poll tax riots have been at- rt cet rahe HPCC at 
tacked for sore the eg Roots Pool Dev t Astociation on 
that ca fens oO thousands o 


Thursday last Mr Owen said de- 
unds worth of damage that po-  monstrators had been contained in the 
bee will have to pay for. 


square outside the towni hall where they 
H not a danger. 
Maurice Owen, who enta the YS a 
Nonh London Council of Cluistians and police made their 


“ft was only when 
Jews on the Hackney Police and Com- charge to clear the front of the town hafl 
munity Consultative Group, said the po- 


I felt that the wrong action was Be et 
driven away [rom 

lice were wrong to charge at angry poll, "ney. were 

tax Scearanes, forcing them a 


Mare Street and the Natroway where 42 


Star performer Charlie 
joins in on stage at 
” [Rasage police 





age,” he said. 





ONE men not afraid of 
panie rt t Chartle of 
i Hi te Charle Col- 

a. 

The oc-nedinator af the 
Roots Pool Community 
Canire lth In the fun 
et the Hackney kre 

on Monday orata when 
| he wae pulled out of the 
audience ; 

And it wae on with the 
tutu for Charile, who wae 


atmded to play a fairy 
Seine Iclan Stacey Les, 

The fun Flat ail nh 
a ce charity n 

Lt raleed 


town hall so they could do far more dem- | 


action In poll 


tax riot slammed at 
group meet 








And he asked Chief Superimiendent | Vit aig To? a 
Nial Mulvihitl, the man who perronally ‘ee &- : 
commanded the 300 police on the night, = ter 
if be had not acted wrongly. et, F Yq 

“Have , after deliberntion, not fclt 
thet euably sad had not acted quite as 
jogically in containing them for another =; 
hour or two? To hold out and fust let “ipo 
them dwindle off rather than do the dam- | j "7S | | 
age they did in the NarrowayT” ae ee a 

an see 
in) Py ae Se 
one with which I ditagree. But as there i a oe 
_afe cour cases ree et : 


ing, potentially po- ws ei 


ing 






lice policy with respect to thal demo 
may questioned in a court of law, 30 I ra 
Sone Propet te ae A Hrategy 


When asked why he had not used all 
300 police at the start of the trouble Det . ~ 
‘Supt Mulvihil! commented: “If I had * 
|done that at the outset I would have been 
accused of overpolicing of events and of 
lth being a fascist society.” — 
(@ Later in the meeting the chair, Behy h 
| Blomfield, put forward a resolution ex- .» °<; ee 
pressing the HPCG’s disgust at the de- 
praising the actions of he 









monstration and E. . . 
the police, which was passed unanimous - " ——, 
Wy. © Clearing op the damage afier the riot. 


I'V programme to prove 
cab driver’s innocence 


A REC produter says his show will reveal 





the theatre, wh 
£1 


Giiten Taylforth — Ke 
thy Beale from EasiEn- 
dere ‘ was e alee 
attraction, periormin 
with sleters pebble eae 
Kim, who works at leling- 
ton station. 

#0 orming wae 
Supt Dave Dugmore, 
who has fuet feft the 
youth and community 


sectlon at Sicke 
Newington station 


Called To Say 1 Love 
You." 


See er a coneere 
to get Ettits 


n'e auto 
graph. And a book auto- 
graphed by the cast ol 
@ BIN wes s popular 
prize In the raffle, 

? by St ae com 
on Pe Paul Smith. 
Alterwarde he Healer Ma 
was a goodnatu 
night out" 


HG 


the Innocence of a man Jaled for six 
oP crime he Sia bat onamie a 

teve Haywood, producer of BBC 2's 
“Rough Justice" bb convinced hla show 
about Semmy Davis, the Stoke Newington 
minicab driver JaHed for rape four years 
a will fead to hts release. 

r Davis, who fs married with two k 
was Jalied In 1986 after being found aor 
of ihe a a Swedish tourlst who had 
rane with a boyfriend in Stoke New- 


No forensic evidence backed ep the secu- 
gation and the whole prusecutlon case 
hinged on the fact that the victine sald the 
place where the rape took place was the cab 
oifice im Stoke Newington High Street 
where Mr Davis was working. 

Mr Haywood says “Rough Justice” re- 
searchers have revealed that the crime 


50-75-10 


could mot have Seen coenmitted 
office. in the cab 


“The ramme has found evidence 
that tishes she could not have bees 
raped Ie this cab office,” says hit Haywood. 

“We are basically saying here that a mis- 
take has been made. There Is no question in 
my mind that Mr Davis fs lanocent. | would 


mot go fo the length of making a TV 
vee ad didn‘t. His caavicilon buns Bice 
5 ace. 


Sammy Davis* case was brought to the at- 
tentlon of the “Rough Justice” team by 
Gloria Van Cooten, who has been a 

or for seven years, 

She was kicked off the Hackney Police 
and Commualty Consultalve Group last 
year after she makreatment of prise 
mera in police ceils, 

“Rough Justice” is op EBC 1 at 9.30pm 


next Wedncaday (April 4). 


5a 
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I} ALL eyes will be on Stoke 

Newington police when 

| they move into the com- 

| plex which replaces argu- 

| ably one of London's most 
| Ratorious police stations, 

Pie Newington’s emall 

liked back ie 1967, mn Conte 

clelmed it war in Hyer Ale a 

| txt ta chequered history. £ 
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FED up with ther decre- 
id Vivene tel 


"" tre look- 
ing forward cos werk - 


E 
8 
z 
j 
iy 


1p 
apes 
ely 
Big 


ale boosting exirne at 
| the new stuadon are two 
| #11 rooms and one 





@ The mals entrance. 


Words : Matin Talbot = Pletures Bonde — 


biggest purpose-built police station ~ the Gazette took d look atound. 


a chequered history 





lics station 19 closing, especially with 
Dalston Cross now sting’ cones 

Cerremly Dalston is handy 
for victims of pickpockets in Ridley 
Road markes. 

"Once the mation ls closed there will 
be nowhere for these people to turn 
a Sastre inn Tider Twin ol 
stoke Newington police, bit beck. 
Keeping the sation 24 hours s 
Sean ues five a day, be 


saree ; 
| fc 
Peer Feviet bus ap- 


years go. 


refering 


ere five officers I would pre- 
mone serving oa the esti be 
said, “ justify tak- 


MAS, Sick N 
| g ton's mobile 
station 


eee yp ee al 


rer a 
:" =, ae 
a 


CL eee | 





aes ; © The biggest CID office In Europe, 
Police relief  ——gseerrssees 
atmove = |, “=i 


HG 


pa Aa Oe de 
- AES i “ i 
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there it an annual march to com- 
memorste deaths which occured 
in police custody a: many as 20 


Changing 
“Things are changin idl 
throughout the fouce 2 aed 
ib corms 
Sir Peter Imberi's Plus Pro- 
gramme, which emphasises 5 
“compa tiionale” police force. 
“ug officers ere having ta re- 
spond to the changer of these new 


insiones 


Facts behind the 
new ‘supernick’ 


OHOME Secretary David Waddington 


WAI performs the official opening cerem- 
ony of the station on Thursday, June 21. 
The following two days wilt be devoted tc 
jours of the huge new station. 

O THE new station provides 12 cells com- 
pared to five af Dalston. Each come with 
anil-graffitl (ites bel have ne showers. 
pre Lay * panel are writing 
to the Home Office demanding shewers 


are Installed. 

OSTOKE Newington will be ihe aly sla- 

Hon with (we custody rooms to deal with 

the division's enormous workload quick. 

er, Each also has a holding room far de- 

sala priseners for up te sheet lhres 
rk 


QINTERVIEW recording facilities In 
three roome will use wp less police ime 
Taped interviews take an average of 12 
Minuled compared to the twe hours of 
constant wrilln 

OTHE new + ezamination pulte - 
for victims of rape and sexual artault — ls 


Top cop dubs it London’s finest | 


died on the floor, jn the quietest part 
of the new sta Fiied out like a home- 
ty mew Mal with loenge, hlichen sod bath- 


room It haz Mited carpets and curtalna 


and there'll even be toys avaliable to help 
comfort child vicilns. 

a aE see slaiion will boast the & 
incident ba- 


quiries to be run from for murder or | 


a investigations. 

CIN the ereni of a huge disaster hitting 

the Spire fike a plane crash of 2 to- 

wering Enferno-style blaze, the stailon 

will provide the base to co-ordinate the re- 
: noe. 14 will be staffed by officers spect. 


+ 
OTHERE will be no stables af the new 
station, to the dismay of Chef Supt Peter 
Twist, who saya: “T quite like the Idea of 
ee horses attached ts the slatlon as 
they add to the rural feet of the statlon.” 
There will be sane dog handters there, 


“TELS is London's newest every police Honed cells t's on impres- 
and fine ce station,” = vice will] be centralierd = =ssive maze of door: and 
declared Superinen- the £7 million station which om four floors and 
dent Peer Twist enthusias- hae taken three years to a weabh of new focilitics, 
cally, standing in the wide- build = ome year over ache- But that wealth of facili- 
oyen foyer of Sloke New- dulce, ties will not be opened up 
apes new fopcalce. Only the child protection «= for other divisions al) aves 
6 weekend the whole | uit end yoush and London to use, insisted 
of Stoke Newingion's po- = ity sections will asy where sete chaos 
lice force wilt move from = they are — actoes the yard in “This ie a busy rta- 
Dalston into the huge Howse. tion and J'm reluctant for 
pore-buiht a wih 70 resp pg el our facilities to be yond by 
new offices and rooms. foyer to the clean, eir-condl- other divisions," he 










iy tralned to respend to disaders and | 
tat victkne 
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Community charge: Mounted poles irying to 


bent 


A MASSIVE anti-pol! tax rally 
yesterday turned into the most 
serious rating in ceniral 
London for decades. 

At least 68 pollce officers 
were injured, one serlously, as 
2,000 police battled with angry 
protesicra. There were also 
more than 76 casualties among 
the more than 100.000 demon: 
strators, Scotland Yard said MI 
peopla were arresicd. 

Cara were overturned and set 
on fire. The windows of West 
End theatres and banks wers 

Smashed and shops looted. 

Fire crows fought a scrics of 
fires, Including a serious blaze 
ai Grand Butldings In Trafalgar 
Square, 

) FPollce reinforcements Ln full 
riol gear and mounted officers 
were called in to quell 
skirmishes |n streets near ‘fra: 
falgar Square. Running battles 
took place In the side sircets. A 
burning barricade of cars and 
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duaiblns blockod Charing Crosa 
Road 


Dozent of polleemen and 
demonstrators were Injured by 
glass, women slaves, and metal 
Nttings from ecaffolding around 
a i0-slorey building on ono cor- 
ner of [he square. 

The trouble began just ofter 
apm when police began moving 


thousands of antl-poll tax dem- 


oitrators up from Downlng 
Street alang Whitehall. 

By 6.30pm waves of mounted 
poilee were irying to break up 
the demonstrators. At ona 
polnt the wounded were latd 
out along Whiirhall for more 
than [00 yards. 

Soon aflerwards the crowd 
surrounded Isolated riot tnits 
Outside the South African 
Embassy. A deployment of 10 
police horses appeared to break 
the encirclement. 

A fire then broke out tn work- 
men's cabina near the embassy. 


14.00 March sats off trorn 


diserdor. 


Square, 


Parliament Square. 


Northumberland Avenua. 
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1 ire Did dg pe gle 


— wise fp a: . Later 
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control the violence thal erupted in central London yesterday during one ol the biggest pollilcal rallies ever 
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A group of about 100 people out: 
side the embassy chanted 
“Burn It down", and pelted 
police tines. 

But as police dispersed the 

crowd from the square, using 
whai some observers felt were 
questionable tactics, the rlotens 
moved up Charing Cross Road 
and then up St Martin's Lane 
Into the heart of the West End 
theatre district. 
There were extraordinary 
scones In Plecadilly Circus as 
(he rioters moved on. Marching 
up the Haymarket Just after six 
o'clock they smashed and 
footed siores. 

By 6.45pm trafflc was at a 
tots! standstill in Leicester 
Square as demonstrators 
danced on the roaf# of buses. 

Al one moment an electronic 
aign that Masher a variety of 
messages beamed out “Revolu- 
lion begins with changes in the 
Individual’ 


She STE | os 





ed fT 
seer ae 


ae 
t rai 


The tactica of the potice 
appeared lo be Jusl to keep 
them moving constantly. 

Afier Mecadilly a bard core of 
1500 to 2,000 demonstrators 
floled along Upper Regent 
Bireet and Portland Place 
Emashing avery prestige shop 
window along the way. Dozens 
of Brilain’s most famous luxury 
ores were attacked including 
Liberty's, Garrards, Tower 
Reconis, Next. Aqua Scutum 
ond Dickens 4Juones. The AEC 
at Langham Place had windows 
simasbed and its bookshop was 
looted. 

South African Alrways was 
patticularly badly hit. 

The pollce made sporndic 
atresia but seemed unable to 
prevent (he mayhem which Icft 
the West End looking as though 
it had been sacked by a maraud- 
ing army 

At about 9pm the last remain- 
ing demonstrators split Into fac- 
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MICHAEL EMITH 


‘Mass arrests after looting and burning 


lions. Shopkeepers were out 
boarding up thelr premise and 
sweeping up the broken glass 

In Trafalgar Square a bull- 
dozer was brought In io clear 
the rubbish. 

Lale Jaai night some fo 
Hoters running before the 
police began lootlng shops in 
Covent Garden. 


Pot! tax rind - P2235 
Poll tax anomalles = PS 


CORRESPONQENT 
ans (6. 


e it all happened ; 





Kenningion. Aboul 20,000 people 
gathered In Kennington Park. 
14.43 Head of the march reaches 
Lambeth Road. No serious 
probioms according lo police. 
14.06 First atreat for public 


14.25 Head of the march reoches 
Downing Street, End of parade 
takes threes hours lo reach Tratalgar 


14.49 Two amokna bombs thrown in 


14.50 More missiles thrown In 
Parilament Square tollawed by an 
arrost tor actual bodily harm, 
13.05 Head of march reaches 
Tratalger Square, Pollen deacribs 
the rally as “good-nalurad’” A 
tings group of 300 people halts In 
Whitehall and begina throwing 
Sottles at police lines. Procession 
diveried around Embankment and 
enters Tratalgar Square through 


16.00 Al top of Downing Street 12 
mounied potice move in to push 
Irlnge groups to Trafsigar Square. 


Ec . = aa = i tees fF — ne J cae Fy ' i 7 7 
Ss ile. 16.25 There are 30 arrests In police are boing sentin ta dispersa 


Whitehall. Police in rol gear with 
short shields deployed. 
16.30 Police come under serious 
Attack from youths armod wilt 
bricks In Northumberland Avenus. 
18.43 Peopto Irom tha main rally 
begin lo disperse, Several hundred 
youths remain fighting with potice. 
Two police vans attacked at the 
corner ol Northumbertand Avenue 
and Whitehall, 
16.35: Demonstrators bural Inio 
Grand Guildings and begin to throw 
acallalding potes, clamps and wood 
from the site. 
17.00 More than 10 people reporled 
Injured. A police personnal carrier 
with officers Inalde ls overturned on 
The Strand. The officers are seni ito 
St Thomas's Hospilat. Five other 
officers reported Injured, one hit in 
the mouth with a brick. Mounted 
police enter Tralaigar Square. 
17.10 Demonstrators cilmb 
scatfolding on ihe corner of 
Northumberland Avenue and The 
Strand and begin throwing bricks al 
patice. Police announce to the 
crowd that rol pollce and mounted 


the demonsiration. The stallolding 
is sel on fire as several hundred 
youths continue to attack police in 
the south-east corner of Trafalgar 
Square 

17.18 Rally ever. Number of potica 
injured §$ 36. mostly head and lace 
injuries. Fire engine attacked as it 


artlves lo pul out lire on scailoiding. 


Police report mas! people now 
making thelr way homa., 

17.25 Police olficers come under 
attack outelde South Africa House. 
Windows are broken and 8 amall 
fire Is slaried In the building Three 
vehicles also reporied set on fire ir 
The Strand, Youths break into a 
buliding sile next io the National 
Gallery for more “ammunition”, 
17.30 There are 25 police In St 
Thomas 8 Hospital, one sullering 
from amnesia. Knol of riolera 
moves to Si Martin-in-the-Flelds, 
17.45 Number cf police now 
reported al St Thomas's Hospital 
wilh head and rib Injuries fs 36. 
Civilian casualties being taken Io 
Westminster Hospital. Police report 
Trafalgar Square oa “calmer” with 
large crowda watching the fire 


18.00 Looting breaks out in Charing 
Cross Road and in The Haymarket 
83 demonstralors move away from 
Tratalgar Square into the West End. 
18.10 Three vehicles on lire in 
Charing Cross Road. St Thomas's 
reports tolal of 40 Injuted police, 
18.25 Demonstrator sulters serious 
head injury outside South Africa 
House and is taken lo hospltal. 
16.39 Further looting in Regent 
Street and Oxford Strael, 
18.00 Tralalgar Square virtuntly 
emply Fireman still tacking blaze 
on scallelding, 
19.39 Blaze sxilnguished. 
20.00 Hiega! march In Oxford Circus 
broken up by tlol potice when it 
reaches SI Martin-In-the-Flalde. 
Sporadic lighting breaks oul In the 
Totlenham Court Road aren, 
20.20 Fire in Goodge Strast lube 
Blaticn. 
21.00 March down Charing Cross 
Road broken up eppoalie St Martin- 
Ir-tho-Finics. 
22.13 Locters allack shops In 
Covent Garden. 
Toll of Injurod by Ihen: 75 clviliana, 


56 polleemen 









an! 5 

i ie Sei em eta ata Ss 
eotarht strata 
ocala ce a 
bcceiceed acres 


ee nee meen 


T'V show claims rape 


‘Hough Justice sa 


s Swedish tourist picked out wrong cab office 


case driver is innocent 


THIS week TV audiences saw 
the result of 12 months’ re- 
search which a BBC producer 
claims proves the innocence 
of Sammy Davis — a Stoke 
Newington minicab driver 
lailed for six years for the rape 
of a Swedish tourist four years 


ZO. 
On Wednesday night BBC | 


"s 
tough Justice e revealed 
thls cena they oe clears Mr 

tape m the Manor H 
ah ollice white he Siccked = 
They have tumed their evidence 
ver to the Home Office and want to 
ee the Court of Appeal quash the con- 
iction. 


During the show reporter David Jes- 
2 explaned hat the ecution cae 
amt on act that the terrified 

confuted victim said the rape ha 
ened in Manor House thinicab office 
ISP, where Mr Davis was the only 
nver on duty at the time. 





Cabbie’s six-year jail 
term Is a miscarriage of 
Justice says researcher 


by MARK GOULD 


After 12 months of research Rough 
Justice believe that she identified the 
wrong office. They say it’s more like- 


« ly the office she went into carly on 
t Sunday afiemoon was some- . 


where around Stoke Newington 


_ Bight hours after the ondeal the vic- 
tim went to Stoke Newington police, 
cage! ier Me av Saree ed 

grounds of a positive i 
tion of the cab office. a 
Ghanaian-bom Mr Davis gave up 


the Home Office investigates the evi- 
dence unearthed by Rough Justice. 
Peter Ashman, of watchdog group 
Justice, said it was very difffent to 
Re ee tercriee oeck 10 tie Court of 
ppes! but added: “There must be a 
very good chance of the case being 
wanes -r if it fond 
some Office rson said 
the Home aid gee look at 


his right to an identity parade and invi- an ide 
ted the victim to look at him alone — chic en but could ne Eneoeat ca 
she identified him as her attacker. the question of deportation. 
Mr Davis had a moustache. Her 
earlier evidence described a clean sha- LP 
Yer & : | i 
iatrcin safes, | 
e and had li 
wit Afro ir page Saar eee 
ough Justice ucer Steve Hay- r 
od eonchaded: If aany had been Gentle touch 
entity parade line-up 3 i : £7 
would never have identified him i SE Sart opel for 
To add to the unique nature of the business on Tuesday mom- 
case Mr Davis faces deportation back ing. Chicf Supt Peter Twist 
to Ghana if he applies for release on presented a bende of flo- 
probation. happen before wers to the firat person 


Scheme to attract parents back t6 the Force 


Creche plan at 


through the doors. | 


Disruptive behaviour 
| on the back page of last Friday's Gaz: 


sults 


e @ 
police station #2225: 


STEP aside Kojak, Dir- 
‘y Harry and Robocop 
- Hackney’s police are 
looking to a new recruit 
to help them wipe 
crime off the streets. 

Meet... Baby Mindert The nappy- 
changing, bottle-feeding, baby-burping 
crimebuster who is set to join our top 
‘tecs in the battle against the baddies. 


Police chiefs want to ensure the patter. 


of tiny feet doesn’t rob them of their best 
bobbies by providing mummy and daddy 


cops with creche. 

And if the gets the go-ahead the 
borough's police will be the first in the 
gagged sehen ati a 

of. 


ee are a a plartirsigtd crisis 
as the numbers of young people in 
pulation decline, fans Stoke Newne: 
ton’s Chief Superintendant, Peter Twist. 
“The advantages of full creche facili- 
ties is that hey would allow us to sttract 


Patter of tiny feet needn’t be 
a bar to crimebusting 


by MARTIN TALBOT 


back 10 th: ce service those oilicers 
who have left the Force to have child- 
ren,” he explained. 

Policing Hackney would also benefit 
by the extra female officers who would 
come back to the Force under such a 
scheme, he said. The service would be 
available to male officers too, he added. 

“I don’t want to lose experienced po- 
lice officers because they have to look 
afies their children,” he sdded. 
~ Insp Sue Best, of Stoke Newington po- 
lice, 1s locking into the viability of the 
scheme. She said: “I have one constable 
on my relief whose wife works on a Fri- 


NG 


day, and is having to take'time off to 
look after their child. When I spoke to 
him about this idea he said it would be 
marvellous.” 


Nursery 


The nursery probably wouldn't be 
based at cither Hackney or Stoke New- 
ington stations, she added, and the 
search is on to find suitable accommoda- 
tion for a creche elsewhere in Hackney. 

The plan has been made more possible 
by last month's budget changes which 
made creches tax-free. The plan will be 
put to the police commissioner later this 
year, but Chief Supt Twist said he hoped 
it could be in place within a year. 


, 
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tive Group afier she alleged maltreatment of pris- 
oners in police cells. ; 

1 must inform your readers that this was not £0. 
Mrs Van Cooten was NEVER a member of the con- 
gultative group. She was a lay visitor In Lesh 


and her 2 itation was Wi wn last 


- by the Home Office duc to her disruptive behaviour 


] etings while ca out visils. = 
BETTY BLON IELD, BEECHOLME ES- 
TATE, UPPER CLAPTON. 


WAK ONT 
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DRUG DENS 
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£250,000 boost for: 


. é & 5 
special “hit squads 
SPECIAL squads of drugbusters are to be drafted in 
to Hackney in a desperate attempt to stop it becom- 
ing like the drug-ridden ghettoes of America. 


More than £250,000 of government cash has been earmarked 
for the borough, it was announced by Home Secretary David 


Waddington this week after it was targeted as an area with a ser-. 


ious drugs problem. 

The main aim of the “hit squads” will be to 
help youngsters who are most at risk from the 
flood of heroin, cocaine and other hard drugs 
available on virtually every council estate. 

The move comes as the borough's top copa 
wamed that unless something was done soon 
to tackle the drugs menace we could end up’ 
with a problem on the scale of America's in- 
ner cities where drug-related killings are an 
everyday occurrence and police no-go areas 
Me th “d k, which is 

: the new super-dnug crack, w 
highly addictive, has found its way from the 
preuees of America to the tower blocks of 

lackney and detectives admit it is becoming 
increasingly easy to gct hold of. 
Battle plan 


For the first time ever, top-level talks will 
take place between detectives, council officers 
and community and advice groups to thrash 
out s batde plan. The “hit squads’ could 
be on Hackney's streets by September. 

Last year police arrested more than 400 
drug dealers in East London, 
and 2,278 people for 
possessing drugs. Many of 
the: arrests were from Spoons 

: “The south o eal atl 
as a Very serious heroin 
blem and in the north it ives 
caine and its dangerous 
derivative, crack,” sai j 
Supt Peter Twist, who heads 
*s . 


Alarming 


“We are seizing crack 
Te pooree banet cay 
e at qa - 
sinthe UK,! ea ck sur- 
prised to find a fairly 
alarming level of drug abuse 


ney 
I look forward to playing an 
ithe other agentcsds thét will be 
siivolved in thid mitiative.” *: 


HC, 


by STEWART 
FOWLER 
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Pub punters arrested 
following punch-up 


FORTY pub drinkers were arrested and taken to a po- 


Police hunt ariver wno 
sprayed CS gas at kids 


lice station following a fight in which two men wer 
stabbed. 


It happened late on Saturday night following an inci- 


dent at The Claddagh Pub in Well Street, Hackney. 


One man received a knife wound in the back which 
needed hospital attention and another was wounded in 


the arm. 


A patty of five middle-a 


a hic deel be the incident at the pub. 


ce are continuing their investigations. 


hell? 


THERESA DAVIS, 


wife of jailed minicab 


about the four-year 
Struggle she has en- 

to see her hus- 
band cleared of the 
ae of a Swedish tour- 


he is not 
S Thay ery 
cate Ringed on the victan’e 


my poree evens as the 


Doubt 


| Their investigation has 
thrown this na 


Rough Justice say their 
search took them 10.43 wind: 


three of them more closely re- 


aembhle the alane whee oho 


women were among the 


POLICE are huntin 


in the narrow side- 


a maniac who 
sprayed CS gas in the faces of siz children 
as they played outside thelr home on Sun- 


day. 

The youngsters — all brothers and sisters 
aged two to 11 — were attacked as they sat 
in thelr dad's taxi cab in Chardmore Road, 
Upper Clapton, at noon. Joshua Engel, 11, 
and his brothers and sisters Joci, nine, 
Moses, seven, Samuel, sx, Kresl, four, and 
Bunim, two, had watched a row between 
the atiacker and another motorist. 

Both drivers had refused to move aside 
as they tried to pass each other while driv- 
Ing In opposite directions past parked care 


| Finally the altacker began to reverse 
backwards, but as he drew level with the 
tax) he wound down his window and 


sprayed the omer: They were taken to 
Queen Elizabeth Chitdren's Hospital where 
aa were treated for Irritation to thelr eyes 
and slight burns to thelr faces, but not de- 
talned. 

DI Thm Mercer, of Stoke Newington CID, 
gaid: ‘We think the substance sprayed was 
CS gas. Although they are not badly hurt, . 
these children were very shacked. 

‘This seems to be completely motlvelcss. 
The kids weren't laughing at the men —- 
they Just seem to have been in the wrong 
place at the wrong time.” 

The children were loo shocked to give a 
detaited description of the mindless attack- 
er, but sald the man fs black and 40 years 
old and was driving a large white car. Any- 
one who may have seen something should 
contact DI Mercer on 488 7271. 
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@Sammy Davis — television prograr viel 
convinced he’s not guilty. aay 


_Minicab driver’s wife still 
hopes he will be 
cleared of rape conviction 


fect he came to England fron 
by MARK Ghana as an illegal immi- 
GOULD grant has additional 
The Home Office immi 
rape took place.When he was = 10n ent have deci 
tenced to six years in pri- 00 ®t Indefinite adjoumment 
son in 1986, Theresa tg Of the deportation case until 
keep the news of his convic- ane sed) Cvet ISS. costyic: 
tion from their two young ons 
"y Bi 
was hard at the be- ty, is angry about the situa-' 
ginning, especially with the tion and wil not be satisfied 
children because they didn’,  ©¥t? if the Home Office do re- 
know what was going on as lent and give Sammy British 
Lap? Gta five and seven “Citizenship, tike herself and 
at tine" ahe cove the children 
“Now they know about it 
and they know that he was in- eee his 
nocent at the beginning wotkine Lf pale ilies t 
“IT found ihe whole thing away. = xi has ra 
backwards. It doesn't matter 


I ted to keep it from then 
by saying that their daddy 
was m hospital. 

“Bot the kids are intelli- 
gent and knew somethi ng 
was going on but didn’t say. 

At the moment Szmmy, 
48 je Ae fee meen tows Le 


if they give him British citi- 
zenship - can’t make up 
for the last four years,” she 


says. 

“It's my that Samm 
will be si so that ee 
can be s family again, that's 
what matters really. It would 
be nice to have him home by 


Phstetiwas 
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Fury over R 


HG 


meeting at 
the British Natio- 


ing te 
The BNP, whose slogan 
Whites”, want to hold an election 
Bethnal Green, where over 
from Bangladesh. 
The mecting, set for Samrday next week Up 
has created a storm among the Ban- 


‘Rees, 
of the pupils have parents 


I3-4.-90 


deshi Welfare Association said: very 
the news. We want to curtail itbe- there a 
"loa't want racial violence and the deal with 


cause We 


disturbed 
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The operation of schemes for checking on prisoners in police cells is criticised in a report to the Home Office. Terry Kirby reports | 


ON] 


Lay visitors cast little light behind the Blue Lamp 


MOST LAY visiting schemes for police 
stations are rudimentary, weak and un- 
derfunded and too few visitors question 
the activities of police, according to an 
unpublished repart being studied by the 
Home Office. 

Crucially, it says only a few schemes 
routinely ask police whether codes of 
cetera the Police aod Criminal 


Act (Pace) governing the care « 


of suspects are g observed and few 


nt oversight”. 


of the police is being wasted at a time of 
increasing concem about treatment of 
suspects and breaches of the Pace code 
of conduct. 

Many cases involving the disbanded 
West Midlands Police Serious Crime 
Squad have concerned breaches of Pace 
rules over access to lawyers and conduct 
of interviews. Lord Lane, the Lord 
Chief Justice, has warned police not to 
breach Pace rules. 

A summary of the Home Office-com- 
by Charles Kemp and Rod Morgan, has 
been seen by The independent. The re- 

which look two years to complete, 
was delivered to the Home Office last 
October. 

Lay visiting panels were established 
during the mid-1980s. They exist in 36 of 
the 43 police areas in England and 


weak. eat authorities have 
failed to ide a strong lead with the 
resuit that schemes are under-resourced 
and rudimentary.” 

While accepting that there is a varia- 
tion in need around the country, a few 
schemes ext “in litte more than name 
only” and conduct patchy of infrequent 
visitings which “se or never” find 
anything wrong. “In some instances, the 
task of implementing and sustaining 
supposedly independent schemes has 
fallen by default to the police.” 

Corments by lay visitors usually con- 
cem peor conditions in stations. Those 
few schemes with specially appointed 
panels were more likely to compile re- 
views and comparative reports to assess 


prisoners against custody 
records, which should be the first line of 
inquiry following complaints. “Rela- 
tively few schemes appear routinely to 
make it their business to inquire closely 
into compliance with Pace and the ac- 
companying codes of conduct relating 


Councilors and other “community 
spokespersons” often consider it simply 
another duty and are unable to give vis- 
iting coough time, says the report. 

it says there are “strong practical and 
moral arguments” for schemes re- 
cruited by advertisement from the pub- 
lic and with some autonomy from the 
police authority. London schemes are 


pests some of the rules governing Lon- 
don schemes should be implemented 
nationally. 

The report recommends strength- 
for police authorities 


larly an extension of their remit ta be 
able to see all prisoners. Some Stations 
exclude them from secing prisoners de- 
tained under the Mental Health Act, 


conditions, says the report, the schemes 


are a vatuable method of increasing | 


public confidence m the police and 


Ober oi 


+) 


The Bristol report suggests that a = Wales, under the wing of police authori- care and custody whether conditions changed. “Such ap- rsp for “impressive” work, particue establishing dialogue with abe commu: 
measure recommended by the Scarman ties who provide most of their members, The summary says there ate enor- praisals are noticeably lacking from in semutinising observance of Pace ity. Mast police officers accept the 
report 2 a valuable method of scrutiny along with consultative groups add vol- mous variations an the operational seri- most schemes’ wnitten accounts.” 


PUES, CORAL Woman ‘sacked’ after pressing cases 
an fr’, of alleged assault and ill-treatment 


A LAY VISITOR who pursued the dish bin. There Is a bumpiswel- further, they refused. She said: treatment by police. 
cases of men alleging beatings [lng on the back of bis bead”, Chariea Kemp, one of the aa- 
‘peed U!-trestment by the Metro- proper discussion and just ac- thors of the Bristol report on isy 
Police was reraored from Jeges he was beaten up by pollce cepted unquestioningly what tbe visiting schemes, who has exant- 
tomach, police said. 
apd 
aed 


and monitoring improvements. It sug- need for independent oversight. 


her position by the Home Office — punched in s ined the Hackney problems, be- 
at the request of the panel. Lleves it Wastrates that It is nee- 
Gloria ran Cooten, $4, a civil eration to the palms of both 
servant and prison visitor, left hands — 
the Hackney iny visitors’ panel in prisomer had: 
east London last autumn when right side of the bead and blecd- meeting on police 
_ members claimed she was taking ing. His right arm was severely the presence of 
too close an interest in individual battered and bruised 
cases and that her attempts to leg had a deep cat & bieeding ladependence of the panel. 
question police and raise matters profusely. He alleges that his in- 
during meetings were disruptire. juries were done by the police.” 
The ailair spotlights the visl- 
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is set, bry default, by the police.” 
Mra Blomfield accepted that 
raised by Mrs 


ip 
! 
if 
F§ 
F 
a 
B 
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Ai Clty Road in Jenusry 1999, haviour was justified. After by but argued that Mrs 
tors’ offen upeasy relations with two juveniles were recorded as warnings, the pane! asked the Van Cooten’s disruptive tactics 
police and the restrictions on baring spent seven boars without Home Office to remore her sce made ber dismissal necessary. 
their role. food of water. At Dalston, the fol- ereditation. Despite rejecting ber “Once a matter is the subject of a 

Mrs Yan Cooten, who began month, a doctor was re- appeal, the Home Office said = complaint it 1s nb judice and we 
by Mrs Van Cooten for a Douglas Hard, the then Home caned talk pbout it. And we are 


monthly visiting in January 1984, 
horrified 


were made to ber on at Jeast ser- police who arrested him smelled 
en of the 20 visits she made be- of drink.” 
fore her remoral last October. Mrs Ven Cooten said: “I was = the local pollce/ 
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noied after secing a prisoner: “2 fficers are said to have subse- Hackney council, is chairwoman 
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: z GR oprisoner “alleges police jumped Cooten attempted to persuade people, with allegations of drugs 
avisiter Photograph: Geraint Lewts Ce ee ai aie fellow members to pursue cases planting, harassment and ill- 
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Collaboration 
claim by MP 
whips up a 
political storm 


by MAX VELODY 








HACKNEY’S Liberal Democrats 
have been accused of collabora- 
ting with the National Front. 

Brian Sedgemore, the Labour MP for 
Hackney South, made the claim after it 
emerged that Cllr Colin Beadle, chair of 
Hackney Liberal Democrats, has had his 
nomination forms for the May 3 council 
Russell, a for- 
mer NF organiser and self-confessed “po- 
for the ultra Right-wing 


elections signed by G 
litical solids 


party. 

Cllr Beadle,.who currently 
represents Haggerston, has ve- 
hemently denied any know- 
ledge of Mr Russell’s NF 
links. He accused the Labour 
Party of trying té smear his 
party 


“Mr Sedgemore has called 
on national SLD leader, Pad- 
dy Ashdown, to investigate 
the links between Hackney's 
SLD end the National Front. 

In an eatly day motion in 
the House of Commons, he al- 
leged that the former Liberal 
eat shi candidate for 

horeditch, Jeff Roberts, had 
“collaborated” with a ° 
nent member of the NF, and 
with various criminal ele- 
menis. 

Mr Sedgemore also called 
on the SLD to publicly “r- 
pudiate” Cir Beadle. 

Hackney Council leader 
John McCaffery and Tory op- 
position leader Joe Loben- 









be nominated by a man 
whose history he did not 
know, it showed-a Jax attitude 
on hia part towards the re- 
sponsibilities of being # coun- 
calor.” 


But Clir Beadle waa ada- 
mant he had no knowledge of 
Mr Russell's background. 

“ftIsd I known him to have 
any links with the National 
Front, there is no way I 


Hii iia) $ would have had him sign my 
ae ‘ papers,” he said. 
@ Clr Beadle: ‘tomear “I abhor Nazism and fas- 
campalgts.” cism in any form.” 

Cilr Beadle explained that 
stein have both called on Cllr he had acted on behalf of Mr 
eae withdraw from the Russell faith a number of te 

nants who have ange 
dpe itor fap rong id by council delsys on work at 
poser and stand down. PTO the Stonebridge Estate. “That 


“If he allowed himself to 


@ Continued on pags 3. 


BNP meeting switched 


FEARS of violent clashes 
have forced the British Na- 
tional party to drop plans 
,to hold an election meet- 
jing in a school where 
:most of the pupils are Ban- 
: gladeshi. 


in Vallance Road, Bethnal 
Green, where 90 per cent of 
the pupils have parents from 
Bangladesh. 

‘ But after talks with Be- 
thnal Green's top cop, Chief 
Superintendent ohn Grieve, 
they have agreed to switch 
the venue to nearby Weavers 


Field School. 
BNP spokesperton, Eddie 


Clark, said: “We have agreed 
to waive our rights under the 
ReBreter ne of ee 
People's Act use ce 
were worried about wide- 
spread disorder. 

“The BNP will, debate 
keep in its possession ‘Or 
srl booking for the Osmani 
School in case any pressure is 
put on the new venue at Wea- 
ver 


H¢ 


Election 


rumpus 
@ From page 1. 
has been my only dealings 
with him,” a 
“He signed my nomination 
form after it had been rejec- 
ted by the council's returning 
officer on a technicality. 
With just a few hours to go 
before the nominations 
closed, I desperately needed 
someone to sign my form. 
“Mr Russell h ed to 
be in the Town Hall at the 
time.” 


Liberal Democrat leader 
Clir George Wintle this week 
supported his colleague. “He 
would not have got an NF 
sympathiser to sign his form 
had he known of his back- 
ground,” he said, 

. And uy Russell told the 

azctie: “] am very sorry Cllr 
anoupe Bae ed criticised 
over this. I keep my political 
activities and my ic ee as 
a tenant totally separate, and 
he could not have known 
about my NF past.” 

He said he had been a dedi- 
cated NF “political soldier” 
for five years up until 1988, 
and admitted: “{ still believe 
in the sepatci development 
of different races and cul- 


But he said he had not 
been politically active since 
the effectively broke up 
Iwo years ago. 

As the Gazette went to 
press, the national SLD was 

g an amendment to Mr 
Sedgemore’s motion showing 
ils su ort for Cllr Beadle, 
and lookir.g poate to many 
more years ard work on 
behalf of the le of Hack- 
ney by Cilr Beadle. In it, the 
SLD accept Clir Beadle’s ac- 
count of the circumstances 
surrounding the signing of his 
nomination » and ac- 
cuses the 1 athoae Party of 
smearing their candidate. 


20.4- 10 


“Riot help 


HACKNEY Community De- 


‘fence Association is encoura- 


ging eple who were 
arrested at the national anti- 
peu Penne in Me 
af Square to tou 
with them. The eantanion 
has been heavily involved in 
offering support and advice 
to a number of the 57 people 
artested at the riot outside 
Hackney Town Hall lest 
month at the mecting to sct 
the poll tax. HCDA can be 
contacted on 249 0193. 
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BNP face court: 
threat over 





electi 


an election rally. 
Before the rally, BNP o rters 
clashed with anti-racist eras 


Socislist Worken' Pasty, re- 
sulting in 19 agrestis for minor public 
behaviour and 


my. 
One policeman wes slight red 
dung te confrontation Salads a+ 


went ahcad af the nearby Sch 
allance Road — where nearly all the 
pupils heve parents fron 


Artests after clashes at school tally 


by MARK GOULD 


E 





on meeting 


The any neat it fron BNE 
teader John Tyn an 1 ve 
Hd in Spitalfiells, 


Avempu to ban the meeting were un- 
succeatful as the BNP ia putting ap 
candidates in four Towers Hamlets hates 


Aco Grieve called the day a “tri- 
130 BNP supportess gathered for umph a desaocracy. He "ded: 


the meetin on Saturda afternoon and " le were allowed to 93 theirs 
traded baru with more 250 protext- te on both sides. My fexl 


Unable to fight in 


both camps 


MRS Bevy Blomfield (eners, April 6} was right in 
staling that Mra Glotis Van Cooten was never a 
member of the Hackney Police Community Consul- 
taive Group. But unlike Mrz Blomficld, who chairs 
this and also chairs the lay visitors" panel, 
Mr Ven Cooten's conscience would not allow her 
to fight in hoch campe af Lhe same time. 

The lay visitors’ geoup was sct up by the Home 
Office fically to monitor the welfsre, condi- 
tions and malfeasance detainees complain of 
while in police custody. The consulustive group, on 
the other hand, warrants a completely different 0 

io the police and their duties throughout the 


Mri Slomfictd clearly finds her position teneble 
in both situations. She changes hata without any 
gasiens wie ore Oats fessor neither Mra Van 

nor J could give credence to the lay visitors’ 
panct —~T.W.M N, MORETON CLOSE, 


Gary Stretch police issue 
appeal for reinstatement 


eae 
i e a a 
Sueich in 1987 have 


were fu ns 
In Jenuary last year, 
Crown Prosecution Service 
decide:d would not face 
criminal following 
the first ay eee Police 
Complain Hy invert- 
igation. 


lilie 
pan 
eath . 


1 tell 








A POLICE sistion Interview room was pot “awash 





with Mood” on the night Jamle Stewart died, the of- 
fleer in charge of the station has sald, 

‘The 22-year-old Staroford HID electrician died ta 
Hofteway pofice station in ay of last year after 
being arrested for an alleged driving offence. 


Ctr Sawyer had written to the Police Complalais 
Aultherity te express concern that a samber of ques- 
tlona sti remala abou! Mr Stewart's death, even 
after en inquest la January decided be was kitted 
by a massive everdese of cocaine. 

Tn the Setter, Cite er wrote that the consulta- 
tive group was “particularly disturbed” by the evl- 
dence te the Inquest of the police pathologizt “na ie 


Police chief hits back 1n 
war of ‘bloody’ words 


the sheer extent of recent blood stalas {om tables, 
walls snd Moor} ai Holloway potice stalbon.” 
Bot at » consultsiive mecil 


in there and that sore of this could have come from 
Mr Stewart, bul & could have alse got there le 


Afler the meeting, he added: “A lay person read- 


last Teesday, Chief other circumstances. “Barely a week or a day goes 
Supl Bephies sald this was “dubjous and mizicad- by when we have not got somebody shedding s few 
ing” to the prmeral public. “It Is mischievous to lm-  spnts of blood In eur charge-room,” be sald. Most 


ply eel the charge-reom was awash wiih blood,” 


He added there was nol » “vast amount” of bicod 


two woes police office 


He explained that Ia the past week, for crample, 
rs had been bleeding In 
there afler they had been assaulted. 


tng that letter wou 
we are emashin 


quest was from a police 


“] sti) think H was right te ex 


that 


have got the impression that 
& people ep every day, but that & 
simply not irwe.” He sold thet evidence to the In- 
Hologtst, not a pathologist. 
Cite Sawyer bs slanidlug by bls fetter, ting out 
that: “My letter didn't say ‘it was er wlih 
blood", [t Just ralsed the concern thal there was re 
cent blood from, 1 think, three blood groups 


press concern. 
would be concerned about it.” Cllr Sa- 


stl Investigating Mr Stewart's 


wyer added ihe dispute was over a matter of emphs- 
aig In the letier, The Police corpo Authority is 
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Of 41 Inquiries dieclozed, the following are cases 
where eome detalle are avaliable. Except where 
noted, they are supervised by the Police 


Complaints Authority, with the Investigating 
force fn brackets. 


@ SOUTH YORKSHIRE: 
@ Allegations related to Hilisborough disaster. 
(Weat Midlands) 


@ Investigating false evidence allegations against — 


Number 3 Regional Crime Squad officers. (Greater 
Manchester} 
@ Gany Meade case. (Nottinghamahire) 


® WEST MIDLANDS: 


Investigations under way in 
British police forces 








Complaints Inquiries by force 


VUULSLUC 
forces 
examine 
41 cases 


AT LEAST 41 major inquiries 
into allegations against the a 
where a force is being investigated 
by outside officers have been - 
tified by The Independent. 

In individual complaints, most 
forces will not disclose detailed in- 
formation unless tt ls made public. 
This makes it difficult to assess the 
settousness of many investigations 
listed on the adjvinin le. A 
relatively formal iano into a 
death in custody cannot be distin- 


| 
@ Investigation Into 75 cases Involving more than 
960 allegations Involving Serious Crime Squad 
detectives. (West Yorkshire) 

@ Inquiry Into new evidence relating to Birmingham 
} Six, (Deven and Comwall) 


@ SURREY: Guidford Four case. Clalms detectives 


guished from a corruption inquiry. | 
When pressed, some forces re- = 
fused to disclose information; oth F 
era gave only partial details. This 
accounts for discrepancies in the - 
figures. Those which refused 
were: Essex, Surrey, North Wales, 


mitied at trial. 
Stoneham so 


@ RUC: Claims that RUC officers leaked detalis 





















Dyfed-Powys, Gwent, Stafford- 
shire, Merseyside, and South 
Yorkshire. 

Overall statistical information is 





pert oat ~ Loyalist paramilitaries. . uecloses In ail Reports and 
(Cam re neupervised. Bik tted lo t ng orale 
vaste z of Constabulary and the F Police 
@ METROPOLITAN POLICE: a Cooplat Authority. 
@ Allegations of brutality against demonstrators 1 All forces ie cotn nts a 
outside Rupert Murdoch's Wapping 1 mens w conduct inqui- 
Wiorticamtonatien ae : = Fes. The size of the Metropolitan 
| @ The first Inquiry evar ordered by the Inspectorate 0 9 Police allows important inquiries 
of Constabulary into leak to the BBC of | : in be condeeted by eee 
Rlorinueenptonebite recent bo ye AUIVartY = ily ive “4 ; ee A Ceilnts baal force 
5 ts he o or by ils ts Investigation 
(Hertfordshire) “wl enuf — sat ar as 
sasavit on young blacks In Notting Dlaciptinary 0 0 member of the independent Po- 
charges pending. (Hertfordshire) : lice Complainis Authority super- 
| @ Second Inquiry into thrae most serious of above vise the investigation of the 800 
' gases which culminated in civil actions, (Thames 0 0 most serious or sensitive of the 
Valley Police) : 4,000 of eee to ace each 
@ Shooting by Metropolitan Police markamen of Tayside 0 6 — involving assaull, cormp- 
armed in north-west London last yeer, ruc | “4 er tion or other arrestable offences. 
| 1 | o | 2958 ‘ Deaths in custody, killin 
tami) Hen a || | Reman rte 
e Conulion against aes aren , = \ are automatically supervised. 
allegations against detectives The investigating officer must 
investigated death of South London private Complaints Against Metropolitan Police be above a chief inspector and a 
detective Danny Morgan. Discipiinary proceedings roved by the authority. Outside 
pending. (Hampshire) NORTHUM RIA: bees jnvestigate deaths thai are 
B 5 617 614 controversial of in suspicious cit- 
Wi MERSEYSIDE: Allegations by six convicted men @ Corruption allegations agalnst unnamed officer. cumstances and ihe most serious 



















cases, like West Midlands of 
Wapping. Police complaints 
egainst colleagues are treated as 
internal matters. 

Many forces do not distinguish 
investigations being conducted by 
other forces in the stalistics in an- 
nual reports. Most complaints in- 
patel nea with apg i 
incivility, oppressive conduct mn 
neglect of duty forming the bulk 
af the resi. Corruption and ES 
jury form only a small proportion. 
eluded by sie seiheniy cach pee 

the authority each year. 

Those involving saci activity 
are passed to the Crown Prosecu- 
tion Service, If charges are cot 
referred, the authority has the 

1 word on whether officers face 
disciplinary proceedings, which 
car lead to dismissal, fines, demo- 


against 30 officers. File with Crown Prosecution (Cumbrie) 
Service. (West Yorkshire) @ A detective sergeant charged with perjury and 
Intending to pervert the course o! justice over trial of 
#8 THAMES VALLEY: Four unspecified cases. two men acquitted of armed robbery. (Cumbria) 
(Surrey, Hertiordshire and Bedfordshire) 
@ GLOUCESTERSHIRE: Investigated Into alleged 
Wi GREATER MANCHESTER: Allegations that untawtul arrest by unnamed detective sergeant. 
officers on an Internal Investigation Induced 


(Hertfordshire) 
criminals to fabricate evidence agalnat former ‘ 
constable Ged Corley. (Weet Yorketire) f@ CAMBRIDGESHIRE: Complaints over alleged 


harrasament by numerous potice officers In the 
Wi NOTTINGHAMSHIRE: Allegations detectives March area. (Norfolk) 

helped fabricate confession of Informer, Kevin 

Norledge, to Inctiminate fellow defendant in retum fl WEST YORKSHIRE: 

for immunity, (Lelesstershira) @ Compiaints by man convicted of arson in 1885. 
(Greater Manchester Pollce). Unsupervised. 
i. CLEVELAND: Alleged lallure to find body of Julie @ Allegations from solicitor concerning an Initia! 
Hogg until 10 weeks after she was reported risalng. Internat Inquiry into officers Investigating death of a 
| Found behind a bathroom panel In har own home. chid. (North Yorkshire) 

| (Northumbria) @ Allegations that Steven Blackhouse was wrongly 
convicted of murder in Leeds in 1887. (South 


— 





# HUMBERSIDE: Allegations that a senior officer Yorkshire) tion or formal “advice”. 
was spotted kerb crawling In red fight area ct In 1988, 14 per cent of com- 
i. Leeds, (Weat Yorkshire) m@ ESSEX: plaints resulted in either criminal 
@ Death In custody. Investigating force not known. @ Detectives In Brantwood office of No 5 Regional charges of disciplinary pine 
corruptions ings. There was no action in 10,544 


Crime Squad facing bri and 
gy SOUTH WALES: Review for Home Office of isuatone: (huseen ey of the 12,523 individual com- 


Investigation Into murder of Sandra Phitiips in @ Unspecified case. (Sutfolk) plaints, mainly because of lack of 
Swansea. Two brothera convicted claim thelr evidence. 
Innocence, (Devon end Cormweil) Research: Wil Bennet in Scotland and Northern Ire- 






land, investigations are carried 
oul, internally or by other forces, 
7 without independent cupervision. 


GF 











2. £5eg PLE: 
F Geeletath 
— t if adie 
g Ve HE i nid 
‘3 ge ATH 
ie : pale! is 
5 Basiiae: 
ot nee if 
eS FS 325 ie 3 
Ee te sy 
= i + €af bee: 
- iu oe hat 
2 ; iealh ai ; 
: ij Ee uel squap sti oun 
oN - 5480¢ EEE ua a Agger aad Zia} 
2 E il hh H. ali aro 
f Haale & En Hii 
: i HEE Hah & OHO 
Me ; qpeie a regee al = i ay sige abit 
YO e 38 opm f. i pene ses ig 
: ined © Wg 
irs : Hi Hn HH ; — diel 
E Ae Me EH 
= de ATL #1 20444 eT 
: ri He Sun poy a 
s se a Ue 
ne DM wa 5 ‘ ue ELT Ee HAE ; a i ye 4%. : Al 
: a. Me Hf He if th it H Hill cn j va . HUH hue 
Te : Siy3 falliay: ile 240 °4 ay BH ee B pagys aga gag 
Y : iva § He ts a3: al sices g| gag HLLE a 
Re > | — Aan rH I faa i oh | HIRE 
ie —— om sBa< iy - Hila tly Hike 
an oF a HE 33 iM HE td = li ii ay i ; 
dq 3 Oo Oo ah He ane Hep Do Ohi it 
goes Spee ali =e - utah AAI 
a= C) -_ en) tt 4 aaa apes : at y? HTT i 
==) om av. Pini ge ene e 2h ; HT 
3 Blatt Sf ialiy al git vay dit 1 ay HA te i ir 
‘S| fun S tt ‘HT jee ‘if rf aS ii i i pul a4 
2 a = A ha ue ral he P #iiki hill a 
5 = 2 8 i! a tr aie i Hi fey satya 
C5] faa 
IND 30. 4°40 


69 


gsevacnsecusovesecnesnaecoueonseneaentnsaucaeueseneaiaargenesenecneacaene can 
Police swoop on dodgy 
party revellers 


POLICE broke bls an unlicensed party on Saturday 
night in Weston Walk, Hackney. 

hey were tipped off that “all the paraphaneila for 
s party” was being brought into a first floor factory ~ 
and visited the site to warn the organisers of possible 
safety problems. 

Later that night the potice returned with a warrant 
and closed down the party. Two hundreds revellers 
left peacefully. 

The police have reported the matter to Hackney 


Council. 
@ Pollce are Investigating complaints about a party 
that took place In Millfields Road at the weekend. 
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Police power, autonomy and propaganda 


From Mr Graham Smith and 

‘Mr Martin Watker 

Sir: In 1955 there was a furore 
when The Times made allegations 
about extensive police corruption 
in the West End of London. Dur- 
ing the past 35 years, more serious 
and far-reaching allegations have 
been made against Metropolitan 
Police officers, only to be ridi- 
culed by the authorities. Despite 
the Challenor affair (1963), The 
Times inquiry (1969), corruption 
in’ the Obscene Publications 
Squad (throughout the 1960s and 
‘the early 1970s), the crisis in the 
‘Drugs Squad (early 1970s) and 
Operation Countryman (1978-82) 
and a plethora of serious injustices 
against individuals and groups of 
people, politicians have cynically 
allowed the police to dictate legal 
reforms regardless. 

Over the past 100 years the po- 
lice force has developed into the 
most powerful autonomous org- 
anisation in British society. This 
power is unrestricted by magis- 
trates or High Court judges, and 
rarely questioned in parliamen- 
tary debates. 

Until the 1930s police officers 
were not legally empowered to ask 
any questions of a suspect. Today 
the police control major aspects of 
the criminal justice system, from 
interrogation through administer- 
jing punishment in the police sta- 
‘tion (cautioning) to sentencing by 
remand. In all these powers they 


are nominally accountable to one 
person — the Home Secretary. 

In post-war Britain the police 
have increasingly been called 
upon by governments to police 
new boundaries between the 
powerful and the powerless, In 
determining the demarcation lines 
they have developed a corporate 
identity, with an ideology and 
political power, which makes 
them more powerful than either 
Parliament or multinational com- 
panies. 

The process of stereotyping 
whole sections of society has come 
to be known as criminalisation, a 
process by which the police main- 
tain and enforce their powers, 
while placating public criticism. 
The people most likely to be sub- 
jected to police corruption, vio- 
lence and excessive use of powers 
are the criminalised. 

Generally, complaints against 
the police come from criminalised 
communities: black people (ste- 
reotyped as illegal immigrants, 
muggers and drug pushers), trish 
people (terrorists), trade unionists 
(the enemy within) and political 
activists (subversives); the same 
people who are subjected to high- 
profile policing in the first in- 
stance. 

As the police have spent consid- 
erable resources propagandising 
against these people, and because 
of their own ideology and obses- 
sive secrecy, they feel under no 


re. tar lee arr 


obligation to conduct thorough in- 
vestigations into complaints. 

The debate on the police com- 
plaints procedure has always fo- 
cused on who investigates the po- 
lice. We would suggest that this 
avoids the central issue. Serious 
complaints against the police con- 
cern police criminality. Serious 
and thorough criminal investiga- 
tions are required. The police’s re- 
luctance to investigate themselves 
is coterminous with their indiffer- 
ence {oO crimes apainst the 
criminalised, Scant attention has 
been paid to the police's disregard 
of such crimes as racist attacks. 

What is needed is a complete 
reappraisal of the criminal justice 
system, most particularly the role 
of the police. 

Powers have to be taken away 
from the police and invested in an 
independent tier of the judiciary 
which is able to intervene in all 
criminal investigations. [f changes 
of this order were to be intro- 
duced, there would be no talk of 
police complaints. “A crime, is a 
crime, is a crime”, and members 
of the public and the police would 
be subjected to identical criminal 
investigations. 

Yours faithfully, 
GRAHAM SMITH 
MARTIN WALKER 
Hackney Community 
Defence Association 
London, NI6 

2 May 


The New Model Army in blue 


l4--5-%0 


From Mr John Alderson 

Sir: The interesting correspon- 
dence on the police which has 
continued to flow since you 
opened the debate in your col- 
umns on 30 April has naturally 
tended to focus on the effects, and 
perceplions, of change, rather 
than on their cause. The letter 
which you publish today (14 May) 
from Messrs Graham Smith and 
Martin Walker opens up the criti- 
cal area of cause. 

Until the Second World War 
the police were often despised by 
the lower social orders — “all cop- 
pers are bastards” —‘and patron- 
ised by their social superiors. No- 
body becomes a police officer to 
be liked — but, if lucky, to be re- 
spected. 

The divisions and conflicts 
which have lately characterised 
English society (the Scots are less 

lagued) have resulted in a more 
interventionist and repressive role 
for the police. Thus, in their own 
way, the many and varied group- 
ings which coalesce into society 
show resentment against the po- 
lice, their perceived growing 
power, influence, and hazy 
accountability. 

When the power of the media is 
tured on to illuminate cases of 
police corruption, inefficiency, de- 
teriorating disciplinary processes, 
and abuses of power and force, 
these latent burning resentments, 
found in all classes now, overflow. 
The police lose face, and in their 


own frustrations turn to authori- 
tarianism rather than to persua- 
sion in ordinary deatings with the 
management of public places. The 
spirit of consensus policing was fi- 
nally broken by the prolonged ag- 
onies of the mining communities 
during the year-long operation 
which changed a generation of 
young police officers, 

The condition of the police to- 
day in some ways reflects that of 
Cromwell’s New Model Army (the 
rank and file) and the Major Gen- 
erals (the chief constables) whose 
perceived yolk on sections of soci- 
ety eventually became unbearable. 
There are too many people whose 
frustrations with our out-dated 
police system, articulated by 
Messrs Smith and Walker, the 
Home Office should begin to take 
seriously. 

The present situation is likely to 
continue to deteriorate since that 
is in the dynamic state of these af- 
fairs. The sooner we have a gov- 
ernment willing to set up the inev- 
itable Royal Commission on the 
police, the better for all con- 
cerned, 

Yours faithfully, 

JOHN ALDERSON 

Research Fellow 

Centre for Police and 

Criminal Justice Studies 
University of Exeter 

Exeter 

14 May 

The writer was Chief Constable of 
Devon and Cornwall, 1973-82. 
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[ RENEWED calls have been made for Hack- 
> ney Council to join the borough's police 
waichdog group in spite of repeated snubs. 
ls LI 
M tackney Police Commtean Crested qiome a 
approach 


half-yeera ago a” cnrepresen- 
of Hackney,” 

Bu ‘ . Chief Niall Molvikitt, 
sald recent events had se plesk vtuehi oe Somes 
the council had been cloecly and SF 5 Ths 

auk of discussions between eenlor police affl- 

cers and the council leader, John McCafferty, 

, he bad been favourably impressed. 


“With the local election: heving tak 
st end new sdmigttion a the town 


time now seems ti t for the group 
make a further Ke * said 
Beny Blomfield was leat 
keen seid ahe had font count of the sumber 
\ fad approached the council and 


1 "We have repeatedly tent them their nomi- 


Ration cards asking to indicate who their repre- 
jeentativea will be, but these are never 1 
seknowledged either verbally oF in * 





to block burglars 


ADDITIONAL police offi- 


agesiees Top cop reveals new 







expected to go cap in hand? know j 1 Hackney’ e * 
sents we reserved on this group. ' | Consubative chav reat b ak ] 
ton had caused problems for community : monthe.” The continuing problem to Suamf 
prcers ‘win eee west to jot but wets hell Tackle with tution and vice in Stam- by AUSS = = ord HIN, 
= eo eee sipumbemiet yn |__LAWRENCE |, Manin Ove.sf er tr 
Stokes Newington's Chief Chief Supt Twist told the epederpeas 
i load el precede SopePacr Twit sadamajorcrac- be had aitaded smecing ey oid the Stamford Hill orea had be Ih 
} all, out of the 60 members in the ad- down wai being mounted to tackle Jewith Lisiaon Pre- dies Lika the council to take « fresh the courts for failing ta “sige 
mininzetion, only 18 now cine athe the rising numbers of burglaries. ese svenes, Tete sieraret ef - of ad 4 nifi a 8 impose “ig 
Gcxricil elactiona,” be pod | “Tcannot reveal whatsc- Stamford Hill's Jewish comunity [ook M ways of combeting the pro- nificant deterrents” on prostinuies 
“the g abot ge ae ee | tion is plerned,” ho said, “but cer- had en concem a the appa and kext crawlers. 
{ the counedl nil wend be perceived ae eee roccess the police and exam. “T's no wonder mett people who 






leved in reducing prostitution five in that area want to move,” he 
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‘Police station 


- Closed down 


PLANS for traffic war- 
dens to provide a tem- \ 
pay pice .. Market traders express : 
lice station have been | : 
sredctae CONCEIM about crime rate 
\ decision was confitined by Stoke — Lack of pollen presence ia wi area of high He told the morting chat had in- 
Newingtom's top exp, Chief Supt Peter crime. created pairols in Ridley ket 
tae : — 
no as Cam Saas wal tte Nie SG i ae msm 
oP chy agin me to Stoke Newington police i pcersalsrl pa asp iNelhoiersd ord 
plat fat traffic wardens captained she, deci Lersdom und wes less thant 9 quarter of « 
ton’ vew £7 million “sapemick™ apnea ore the are ce Police Soh Wesel bia elit asia, 
and Dalston ceased to be an operational fetian conacl : 
ea ; i 3 “The Met hes to mtu: the nerber of petals hate ae atv 
hy oe ces baie Jy lhed calbareneleersepess tion end en officer will visil them person 
by Ridicy Rnd maskes traders shout the sal, eo plied Riera oy ag a 


Policernan | 
assaulted 


Bical 
hase 


MOST police officers can 
etpect fo be beaten op 
bar serving on the ctreets 
Stoke Newlnst at 
sald this cites Ney " 
stoke Nealagion Chlef 
Tener msendent Peter 
Tu made the comment 
afler a young officer was 
battered uncunsclous wiih 
hla own trunchees at the 
weekend, 


Me David Townsend, 21, 
wat efi for dead by a mob 
whe lurned om him siler 5 
two-mile car chase from 
Stamford Hit late on Saler- 
ag ie 

the attack he was ta: 
hen to North Middteses Hos- 
pital where he received [4 
ttltches fm five head 
wounds, 

Paysing tribute te ihe 


bra af the constabl 
Cale Sop Twlst sabe thi 
grave avasali has lakes 
place this bp by ne mee 
precedenied, : art 


Violence 
“Darid Tewnscad bt one 
of a nember of young men j 
and women who deal with ' 
aS manner of vlodence ev 





ew oflicers whe serve 
in Stoke Newington division 
ell not be pasauited af 
some stage during thelr 
pesing te this busy inser 
diy area = thts ts truly the 
front fine,” 


Pe Tewnsend wat drivin 
a polke van in Stam 
Hik on Salorday night with 
WPe Jane pert 
spoiled a red 
Or speeding through the | 
Fircets. 


They chased It through | 
three seis of red teallc | 
lights before the car 
crashed by Toltenham 
Green. While Wire Alaual- 


ver, 
He follewed him up an al- 

ai bab where ihe maa 

i tw on kim. Three pas- 

| sers-by Ubew Jotmed la the at- 
tock and held the constable 
down while the driver bal. | 
lened Alen with hls evn trun 
enone. 


Fe Townsend, eho tives 
in Stoke Newlegion, sald 
after the attack: “{ reall 
thought 1 was golng ta dic. 
was ow ny knees and he 
was bliting me so hard | 
knew | would ba tucky to 

Ld 


back on duty on Tuescs7. 
Anyone with details 
showld call Tottenham CID, 
whe are leading tbe Inrest- 
Sgailon, on 06) 01 3445, 


5 aru 


as 


as attacks on officers on duty rose’ 
by 18 per cent compared with 1988, 
according to the force’s annual re- 
port published yesterday. 


There were 5,350 complaints’ 


made, a! per cent increase on the 
1988 total. But assaults, which 


comprised 44 per cent of all com-. 


plaints, reached a record 2,372, 
more than 15 per cent compared 
with 1988, 

“It is distressing,” Sir Peter 
Imbert, Metropolitan Police com- 
missioner, said. “Every one will be 
fully investigated but ‘it may be a 
reflection of a general increase in 
violence,” ; 

Most complaints alleging police 


assault arise from incidents at the - 


time of an arrest, Sir Peter said. 

Last year, 4,955 police suffered 
injuries from assaults while on 
duty; 774 were put on the sick list, 
an increase compared with 1988 of 
more than 9 per cent. 

The Police Complaints Author- 
ity received 1,172 cases from the 
Metropolitan area, 33 more than 
in 1988, 





Big increase in 
ssault charges - 


COMPLAINTS alleging assault _— 


by Metropolitan Police officers in, * 
creased by more than 300 last year ”» 


 :By Jonathan Foster 


The report said 27 officers were 
convicted of criminal offences, six 
more than the previous year, and 


', disciplinary charges were proved 


against 80 officers, 44 fewer than 
in 1988, | 

Sir Peter said crime rates had’ 
tisen during the first quarter of 
this year in line with a national 
trend, 

Notifiable offences last year to- 
talled 756,300, an annuat increase 
of Aper cent partially offset by an 
improved clear-up rate. Violence 
was recorded in 19 per cent more 
offences, 

' “Officers cleared up more 
crimes in 1989 than the total re- 
ported to their predecessors just 


" over 30 years ago,” Sir Peter said. 


“There is no denying the police 
have gone through a bad patch 
this last year to 18 months but 
when we see the criticism of po- 
ice, we have got to look at the rea- 
sons for the criticism. 

“One has never had such an 
honest, open service or such 9 


dedicated and determined one.” = 
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@ A man who hit a police offf- 
cer during the poll tax demon- 
Stration outside Hackney town 
hall in east London on March § 
was jailed for six months at Old 
Street magistrates’ court yes- 
terday. Russel! Duxbury, aged 
22, unemployed, of St Hubert's 
Road, Blackburn, was found 
guilty of assault and threaten- 
ing violence. 
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Cops put best feet 






forward for their 
four-legged friends 


TWO big-hearted City Road po- 
licemen will be using their two 
feet to raise money for their four- 
legged friends in a 178-mile 
sponsored walk along the an- 
cient Offa's Dyke trail, 

For Pcs J Owen, 25, and Jonathan 
Hayward-Percival, 31, are mounted offi- 
cers and will be siming to raise £5,000 
which will be shared between the Interna- 
tional League for the Protection of 
Horses and Riding for the Disabled. 


Suitably called by the pair as the 


“Two for Four Tour’, they intend to set 
off on Sunday, June 3, and reckon they 
will complete the Offa's Dyke walk - 
the ancient boundary of England and 
Wales — within £2 days. It starts at Pres- 
tatyn in North Wales and finishes at the 
Sever estuary, 

“We have never done anything like 
this before and it will involve a lot of hik- 
ing, s0 we are certainly hard in training,” 
said Pe Hayward-Percival. The action- 
men cops have been training on the Brea- 
con Beacons and climbing Snowdon at 
weekends to get themsclves into tip-top 
shape. 


“We get such brilliant service and de- 
dication from our horses that we wanted 
to retum that in some way,” said Pe Hay- 
ward-Percival who has been based at 
City Road for four years and is busy 
training a new horse, Ranger, 


“The Intemational League for the Pro- 
tection of Horses finds homes for horses 
which have retired from the police force 
because they are too old of are injured. 


“It found a lovely home for one of 
City Road horses, Brigadier, which lost 
an eye. And Riding for the Disbaled is » 
very good cause, too." 


Jewish race attack fears 


(.In Stamford HIM to act up 


HACKNEY’S top cop has 


- appealed to the Jewish com- 


munity not to take the law 
Into thelr ly hands hapli 
ing a spate of alleged antl- 
semltic attacks. 

Plana by Orthodox Jewa 


»'New York-style vigiiante 


s to patrol the streets 

ve been greeted with dis- 

approval by Chief Superin- 
‘tendent Peter Trvist. 

“Law and order on the 

streets of Hackney is a mat- 

ter for the police. If patrols 


are Implemented then the 
police would be cailed to in- 
tervene between chin ar 

the people they apprehen 
with the logical result that 
the patrols themselves 
would be arrested,” he said. 
Recent attacks on a grave- 
ard In Edmonton where 
azl swastikas were daubed 
on headstones, and incl- 
dents In Stamford Hil are 
not part of a sinister antl- 
Jewish campaign, accord- 

Ing to Chief Supt Twist. 

I do consider that cer 


HG 26- 


tain incidents have been 
exaggerated and I am con- 
cerned that needless worry 
has been caused to many 
people. 

“These altacks are of a 
fairiy trivial nature, and 
there Is nothing to link 
them with a antl- 
Jewish campa 

“[ am convinced that at- 
tacks in cther parts of Eur- 

have caused members 
of the Jewish community te 
see these difficuities In a 
more exaggerated light.” 


5:40 





| Violent attacks on 
London Jews 
bring old fears and 
dilemmas. Report 
by Adam LeBor 


[S:ssion it, ome to: Bri 

















Stamford Hull, ri sonore ay 
largest grouping of sinctly ort 
jdot and Hasidic Jews, evea the graffiti 

jare in Hebrew. 


potice 
say it was the result of a fight between 
two motoretis, in which ibe children 
were innocent byitanders. 


caught fire last week from a candice, a 
television crew arrived. 

The spate of attacks has divided both 
the jocal community and British Jewry 


ecnagers 
Stamford Hilf Estate out for a fight and 
CALE ea the Boulos kee 
car 
the postible precursor of a new wave of 
anti-Semitism, connected with its rite in 


both West and Eau Europe and the 
collapse of the communi iegimes. 
There is talk of hiring private security 
fires to beers ihe 100-odd 
buildings setting up vigilante pa- 
trols to guard synagogues and Eo 
paid for by a communal tat. 
Foe Rabbi Abraham Pinter, ex-Hack- 
Labour councillor apd vice-prunci- 
Sal GF the Yesodey Hatorah school, 














the needs of the orthodox community. 
Senior officers sdmit there is 


esking 
that all daubings and attacks be brought 
to their attention. 
“More modents are bein 
ist, while the couple of dazen noo-Ha- 
dic extreme anti-Zionst Neturei 
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Karta (Guardians of the City) post Yid- 
dish posters in their windows, decrying 
Israel's very existence a4 a blasphemy. 


teenth-century central and Eastern Eu- 
ropean nobility, zy all look the name, 
bul cach style of coat and hat signifies a 


behind the Elbe. but . Many locals link the recent incidents 


ee in saall Ziosemn est sro 
munity a target of con 

abuse and attacks since its arrival car- 
lier this century. “One tn four recorded 
racis! attacks in Hackney are againsi 
Jews and thal's just the tip of the sce- 


"Ld help eerntll Hesealegtro hogar 


Hackney Council's liaison officer 
the Jewish community. 


can join a golf club of pei a seat in 
sie bisge ck Lends thy ett wea he 
believe they are an ethnic minority. 
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“Hackney Council should set wp self- 
defence classes to that women and chil- 


act together.” 


~ ball 


the, he a 


ral 


+ fe ao ow 
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ary ews of distinctive appearence,” 

often voiced charge 
covering Up 

of anti-Semitim in Britain today. “We 
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Pe al - = iF 4 = a is pe he is : 
and debate Ln Stamford Hill's Jewish community; some talk of organising vigilante groups; othera speak of a ‘normal level ef harassment’ and prefer io play down ansiety Photograph: Tor Pilsion 
beightened by media attention. We are 
— tall 


$5 nt borne out by the board's own ac: 
tivities behind the scenes. Why does it 
ep ob gr banned see alin, 
él ence depariment, a com 
mittee and a defence budeet7™ 

Board officials adimil ihat young Jew- 
wh men and women carry oul secuttty 
work at Jewish functions and buildings. 


ment of self-belp. Parents do security 
duty at schools, There is security at any 


as ibere should be.” 


nexslike at best. The vast majority of the 
former are members of the Union of 
Onthodoz Hebrew Congregations, un- 

ted on the board. But now in 
Stamford Hdl there are marry who think 
that when it comes to self-defence at 
least, il @ lime to emulate their mote 
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Defence lawyer tries to get Asians replaced 


Jury move fails 
on race grounds 


AN Old Bailey judge was asked 
to discharge three Asians from a 
jury because they might be pre- 
Judiced against two West Indian 
youths. 

The unique application was made by a 
barrister representing one of the youths. 

Mr Vincent Coughlin, defending, said 
that racial tension is mounting in East 
London to such an extent that some pu- 
sae are being bussed to school to fovil at- 


And as the trial concemed an allega- 
tion of buliying and threats to two 14- 
year-old Asian schoolboys, the make-up 
of the jury was crucial to faimess. 

But his bid to get the Asians replaced 
on the jury was rejected by Recorder 
Dan Hollis, QC, who said: “This would 
open the door to scnutinising the races of 
people empanelicd on a jury, and the 
whole basis of the jury system as we 
know it in this country will be destroyed 
if I were to agree.” 

The judge admitted that Mr Coughlin 
raised “an interesting point,” but he ad- 
ded: “I have absolutcly no doubt which 
way to decide it.” 

Mr Coughlin made his challenge to 
the Asian jurors on racial grounds at the 
start of the trial of his client, 15, who can- 
not be named for legal reasons, and Ja- 
son Patrick, 19, a student, both from 


Hackney. 

They denied attempting to rob the 
boys of their bus passes and cash in 
Hackney. 

Counsel said the accused had “realis- 
tic fears" that because of a volatile race 
situation in the district they would not 
get a fair jury hearing. 

The judge replied: “There could be ap- 
plications to remove Protestants from jur- 
tes in cases with an IRA connection.” 

Recorder Hollis added: “The applica- 
tion is made on the basis that the situa- 
tion in Hackney is fraught at the moment 
and feelings are said to be running high. 
I have no evidence of it, but I act upon 
the basis that that is the case. 

“IT also understand the feclings that 
give rise to this application. I'm bound 
to say that the application goes against 
my gut reaction that criminal cases in 
this country should be tried by a panel se- 
lected at random of people of whatever 
race, colour, creed, religion or sex that 
the system throws up.” 

Mr Coughlin later made a successful 
submission that on the evidence his 
client had no case to answer. The judge 
directed the jury to acquit the boy. 

But Patrick continued on trial and was 
convicted, He was remanded for reports 
and will be sentenced next month. He 
pleaded not guilty. 

The jury heard that on October 5 last 


1Ge ele 6G. Fo 


year, Patrick, studying electronics and a 
part-time assistant at Hackney Empire, 
was “hanging about" near a school in 
Mare Sureet, where pupils have com- 
plained of being robbed. 

He sc i two pupils and asked for 
moncy. n they said they had none, 
he ordered them to go and get him some 
and retum to the same spot within an 


r. 

And he even had the cheek to hand 
over his own wristwatch to one of the 
scared boys so that they would be able to 
return in time. 

Prosecution counsel told the court: 
“Despite their, fear, they had the good 
sense to go straight to the police. Offi- 
cers followed them when they went back 
to the rendezvous. Patrick and his young- 
er friend were arrested as they approa- 
ched the boys.” 

Patrick — his full address was not dis- 
closed — was reported to have a previous 
conviction for burglary and to have been 
Supe at the lime of the atiemped 


ry 
The judge released him on bail while 
calling for probation and community ser- 
vice reports, but wained that Patrick 
faced a custodial sentence and added: “I 
have to consider the children in this 
school and others in the streets where he 
has been hanging about with his 

friends,” 


How can two unequal 
parties consult? 


DURING the last few weeks, ey police have 
prominently figured in s national debate on poli- 
cing. The ordeals of several Hackney te, incud- 
ing Gary Stretch and Raphael Joseph, have been 
hight hted in the national press and on radio and 

: None of these cases of alleged police criminal- 
ity have been resolved to date. For Gary Stretch this 
has so far meant three years of agonised waiting.. 


= + =, 

And Chief ee poreendcrs Niall Mulvihill has the 

i to call on Hackney Council to participate in the 
ackney Police Community Consultative Group. 

Since its inception three yeas ago, the consulta- 
tive group was dismissed as a police public relations 
exercise by the council and community organisa- 
tions alike. So far in 1990, Hackney Community De- 
fence Association has drawn the public's attention 
to three further cases of alleged plies malpractice — 
against Raphael Joseph, Glenford Lewis and Wil- 
liam Gordon, all covered in the Hackney Gazette. 
About these cases we have not heard a word frem 
the so-called consultative group. 

The simple fact remains that the community is as 

concemed about police criminality as the generel 
crime level. When the issue of police criminality is 
resolved at a political Jevel, namely by Pariameat 
limiting police powers, then the people of Hackney 
will be in 4 are to sit down with the police safe 
in the knowledge that the police ere not a law unto 
themselves, 
i We only need to ask ourselves one simple ques- 
tion — how can two unequal parties consult? While 
the police have power, and the community is sub- 
ject to that power, then the police are not account- 
able to the community, and ead of consultation, 
we have dictatorship. - GRAHAM SMITH, SE- 
CRETARY, HACKNEY COMMUNITY DE- 
FENCE ASSOCIATION. 
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~ their sub-pow office in Lowes 


THE reward for finding the 
shotgun killers who mur- 
dered sub-postmaster Rao- 
jibhai Pate! wa’ yesterday 
doubled to £20,000. 

Colleagues of the 59-year-old 
pitt up an extra £10,000 to add 
to the reward already offered by 
the Post Office for information 
leading to the conviction of the 
three men. 

They hit out at the massive increase 
eee yer er where guns were Fired 
papi pall sas Bot io pul 
Advice 


Tlesry Tredwell, of the National Fe- 
deretion of Sub-Pottmatien, told the 
Geretie: “Mr Patel acted like a hero = 
but cur advice to all our members is ne- 
vet to risk your life for money and prop- 


Patel wae ambushed on Tucsdey 
moming H¢ three earn who lay in 
waijt for him and his wife Ninnala at 
Clapton 
Road. 


Hero died 
trying to 
protect post 
office cash 


Both were handcuffed end Mra Pac!, 
55, was left gagged upstairs while her 


mae trougta Nee Tose ruvgelet tod 
Fira 

sot elf te alvin to be thot in the 

Jeg. He was taken to the Homerton }oe- 


lal, where he was found in be dead 
on 


The robbers, two armed with hand: 
guns and one with a ahotg i 


Police accused of ‘kicking’ man 
wanted for motoring offence 


by MAX VELODY 


HORRIFIED nelghbours say 0 stight: 
by-bullt man who elands Jess than Sf 

Ing tall was beaten up and kicked by 
Stoke Nevingion police arresting him 
for a motoring offence. 

Herbert Jones, 22, tnown a2 “Gro 
ter” ia frlends aod oelphboura on the 
Nightingale Esisie, has made an offl- 
cial complaint about the way he was 

arrested F evening. 

' Grover sald: “1 sald to the police let 
me walk free to the van. T got kicked 
le the side of the leg, from then | was 
on the Moor. I got in the back. 
Another guy was almost strangling 
me.” 

Nelghboura are disgusted wlth the 
ice actlon. A former member 

' Hackney Lay Visitors’ panel, set up te 
check on the condition of detalaces in 
police cetts, caw the Incident. 


Nice came round. She told the Gazette: 

“| couldn't belleve how meng offi- 
cere arrived. There must have been 15 
or 20.He had hia bands open. They 
brought ble Into the middle of the 
reed. [ dom't know how they got him 
to tha floor, ; 

“Then I saw these two constables 
kicking hint. | caw three or four kicks 
each. Then they dragged him and put 
him in ihe van. 


‘Out of order’ 


“There wera children from 11 to [2- 
years old whe watched this and said: 
is this the way ihe police trest you 
when Jou are 
“The police were out of order. 
There was no excuse for the way they 
acted. These officers should be pe- 
tlshed,” hve sald. 


kicked him and punched him abut. 
“ne man gol hin in « headbock, f 
fold him ‘tet him go" but they tock no 
* 


Betty Blomfield, chalr of Hackney 
Follee Community Cenguliative 
Growp and herself a fay visitor, was 
contacted about the arrest sad deman- 
ded to know H Grover bad seen & po 
fice doctor while he was In ihe celts. 

She sald: “T enderstand the same de- 
talnee went to Leman Street police rla- 
thon on Friday to record an official 
eormplalat. 1 did express my absolele 
Giagiest, bf whal J had been told war 
bus. 


Superintendent Stuart Gidling, of 
Steke Newlngton police, sald; “Mr 
Jones was arrested on a warrant gran- 
‘Ned by a magisiraie in connection with 
a motoring offence. 

“He hat made a complaint about his 





the money. 

“Hh was an extremely callous and cold- 
Wooded murder. To siteck an unenned 
mean in thit way was reprehensible.” 

Tributes sve pours! ia to Mr Patel, 
who hed two chi and had been post: 
maties there for (5 years. He was duc ta 
Tetire in a few monks to his home in 


ing director of 
Tel 
douely with the community. Tis horde 
is an outrage.” 

Fishmonger Michael George Mi- 
chaels, whose shop is next door to the 
post office, was the first to find the Fe- 
tele after ihe shetgun blast. 

He eaid: “Es is terrible to think this has 
beppened to them. They were such 4 de- 


“For (5 years they have won friends 
by the wey they helped their customers.” 
Anyone who may have scen three mon 
Rehaving muipectettly in the arca be- 
iween and 9am on Toesday are 
asked to contact the incident 
room on 488 $212. 


Allee Burke, who tlves in Rogste 
House, the same block as Grover's fa- 


mae 


der grandchi 


was sianding on her baicop 
taren when the tt 


Another nefghbbour, who did wot 
wish to be Identified, sald. “Grover 


arrest and we have submitied alt pa- 


sald he was comet Bey whe the ak about the complaint to the Police 


whole bunch Jump 


en him. They 


omptaints Auiharky.” 


Residents at thelr wits! end ater Muggle and thelt of Brltierldden estate © 


Nightmare on Holly Street 


A DISTRAUGHT woman has bit 
oot at the “nightmare” of Uring 
en Dalston's crime-ridden Holly 
Street Estate afler disaster 
struck ber ond her besband 
tories wlihlo 24 hours, 

The first shatierlag blow hit 
the Hazes from Middle- 
| low Road — whe asked os nol le 


| swiped the self-empleted bull- 


“der's car with all bis tools and 
worth 


equipment on Wed- 
wemiay evening last week. 

Then the mext morning, when 
his wife bad gone just yards from 
her frent door, on her way to pay 
the rent, she was aitacked by a 
mugger whe maiched her hand- 
bag contalaing O10. 

ew the couple have been eft 


with the grim task of -counting 


thelr towes wHhh his business 
being wiped col as the equip- 
mrent wasn't Insured. 

“[ just sae acet this 
bappened te a3,” the 50-year-o 
worsen told the Gazetie tearful- 


“ft is a alghtmare firing on 
this estate, with all the muggers 
and crime. It's nol Aving al all, 


It's Just existing.” 


She gakd thal her hesbend 
ked@ his ear outside the house 

or fost half-en-howr lo eat his 
tea = when he went owt the car 


had 

fnal’s his work wp the creek 
as most of the lools weren't in- 
sured. It really cut me up io see 
my husband sii dowa and ery his 
beart out. 


ou 
“Then az if thlags weren't bad 





enovgh, the next morning I was 
mrogetd by two thugs just afler 
stepping outside my own Front 
door, I whoever took the car 
to relurn lt as that equipment is 
our Hrelibood.” 

Det Set Mastin Davies of City 
Road police sald there had been 
an increase In the number of rob- 
bertes on the esiale over ihe past 
few trontha 


AS) WOCA WLIW OULIED WHS ACQUIIEO If COUrt on 
charges of malicious wounding. His Is the fourth | FS ae 
major criminal case to be taken up In the last year by | d"S acs itt 
the Hackney Community Defence Association—and i ee 
the fourth to be found not gulity. HCDA provided 
Matthew with support and a lawyer and, more 
crucially, tracked down the witnesses who proved 
| Matthew cobld not have been guilty. The Gazette was 
Invited to a meeting of HCDA where, In the drab 
surroundings of the Family Cantra.in Rectory Road, 
it came aS a jot to see the faces sat around a table, 
faces immediately famillar 16 anyone who teads the 
newspapers. The allegations they have made about 
the treatment they have recelved at the hands of the 
police have received national pubilcity.,What is 

Way they have stuck together. This 










remarkable Is the Way 
‘is their.story = MAX VELODY reports, ? 


Li ace ES Toe Pein BA. 


rer are 





CHAS LOFT Age: 25 
Occupaltati: Student. Addresa: Stamlard Lil 
History: Charged with atray al Hackney Town Hall poll 
lak domoon March G Case pending. 
“EVERYBODY who {s here tonight 
is here because they have been gi- 


Pub. t 
















| “WHEN I pot out of I 
}} tal T waa terrified. live 
| ilved ia Hoxton all my ilfe 
bet § moved ogt of Lon- 
don for nine months and* 
weat to Bournemouth, My 
dad wouldn't ieil snyons 
where [ was, 


“TE stllt haven't got over 
ft, J atl) pet upset. 1t's af- 
fected my health, my rela- 
Uonships with women, my 
career, my Ufestyle. Every- 
thing. I used to Ike o 









| one 
| the station, they told me the 

HCDA number watn't working. J 
know now thal wasn't true. 

“J can't really talk about my own 
case, since it's still to come up in. 
court. But FCDA has played a big 
part in hefpjng innccem people ho 
got caught up in the demo and were 
sirented. 








kave beén 



















rgenitaiion like | 
your case. TICDA seek themow. = HCD. it can’t fight back. | 


RAPHAEL JOSEPH 
Age:52. Decibailon: Buslnessmat, 
Address: Sloke Newington. 


war how many people are 
in the same bast. Ordl- 


Chas a 
whatever the police might 
think. 






History: Sullered sovere Infuries when atresied by pollen “Thelr support has scelt through. 
in Stoke Newington In nt 1959, Acquitied ol yeraul BER Fe teciiene hase . ica teternee otene: 
fe [ng pollcoin January, 1950. Planning lo sue polico pened In 1987 and we're ie disciplinary tribunal 
| = sill) not much further for- « rules for It are ridicu- 
aS Evans tie pobeeet| ter | ward. The defays, especial. lous, I can't take my taw- 
stitches behind my car end injuries | yes the partofthe Potlce = yer wlth me, IT cao't ask 
lo my Hps, neck, brow, hand. [ used -ormplaints Authority, questions, |] can't even 











to be a strong man who walked tall 
Now I walk like a pusty cal, my 
doctor is g me for nerves. 
“Tam a gentle man. I cannot un- 
derstand why the polien did these 
things ta me. We are all flesh end 
blood. J see en cold women fall 


down, | her un. f see a blind 
eased help hie 


‘Community must 
probe police abuse’ 


: A me | CDA has auracted a Jot of atiention since it 
¢ him across the road, a wat formed two years aga. Often accused 


Ule to the police, but lo police malpractice — 

When. pete ii ada rics I 1a HCDA, 1 have been coming to and, in ihe aksiied of pager tte hes comm: 
thought I was going to die. M their meetings ever since. pints procedure, it is the commenily's re- 
aialaas was jurl iwo monthr o “We are E on this world to help sponsi bility to investigate allegations of 
Now every day [feed her andthank People. I hope. aller my exper | palice stane. 

God 1 am alive to tee her. ences, lo be able to.help many | lis views received uncapecied backing last 
My brother phoned Diane Ab: others who have had unfortunate ea - month from John Alderson, the former 
bot, who recommended 8 tolicins,  Pettences with the police.” Chief Conitatle of Devon and Comwall. 
nee | “Anyone who hes been a victim of police mal- 
praciice and undergone an unlawful arrest 
suifera an horrific eapcricnce,” says Raja 
Bhatt, solicitor for Gary Stretch and Ra- 
phael Jos 

“Hi ia very rare for sper tke NCDA to be 
around to help such a perio get back on 
their feet. The group giscs victims of police 

i malpractice infonnation they need. 

| | “HICDA serves « political function in giving 
victims a voice in the arca of public dis- 
courte. [i's important thal Uheir voices are 

| heard in the public domain. 

“1 find myself working almoct exclutively in 
these areat because there ja 1a much police 
malpractice end very few effective channels 
to lake these grievances any further, 

“There hes been an increase in the number of 
civi] aciiont sgainst the police because 
people have started! using the Iegal machist- 
¢ry mere often. The machinery of the High 
Court and the County Court it not rally de- 
signed for such cates, but for many it fa the 

¢ oniy avenue open to them. 
| “We need « compleicly independent invesiiga- 

tion system where the asics no funger ln 
vestigate themacives. Tt must be taken out 
of thele hands because peopie no longer 
trust chem.” 










HUDOLPH HAWKINS Age: 48 
Occupation: Brickiafer. Address Cloke Newinglon. 


Hiatory: Charged wlth ihelt el ue dise. Sustatned injul- 
bea during rreéat. Case pending. Planding to eue police, 





| “MY CASE has still to be dealt 
] with, so I can’t talk about jt, But | 
suffered very bad injuries after an 
incident involving the police earlier 
year, 


of Ra- 
phae] or Gary's cases before. Wha | 
| Feally opened my eyes to what is - 


going OTL. 

“I'd like to rtay involved with jr 
alter my case it over and dane with. 
Not eve 

| selves well in difficult circum- jy." 


2 ho a .f Nitea | 
Mances, but they art an articulate 
fyone can tepresa them- voles thet can defend the commun- 





= 
a aie 
fal 


GARY STRETCH 
Ade: 26 Addréas: Hoxton. Gccupalidn: Wado Cteanet. 
History. Sullered severd Infurfea folicwits) ah Intldent fh. tho Umes 
uckney Road, In November, 1987. Seven polkoo constables from 


Ciiy Hoad police station have been suspended evre elace ond ore duc 
lo face o discipiinaty tribunal. Sucing ihe police 






Pal 


; unbelfera 


“It’s pat ua in touch with cach jf] rink with my mates. Dre jad ihe pelics officers unc 
casit's put a4 on 16 good soll- — pelle pro Lhe ac ag der suspension may never 
clior, But even if you've gots out them a lot of wouldns | | “Mes peers be disctpilned, Thai's 
good solictior, "1 see that have had a case and would have | mT got involved with  comething I have to come 
much of them. The solicitors don’t’ been sent down. Unless the com- | | HCDA about e year ego. I to terms with, 
have time to find witnesses toa prove munity has an 9 come slong shoul onte & — sstyig stupid that my Hfe 


|} month, What amazed me 1. 0. aitected by 

shine clog ld Aare 
z ere‘ve 

wary peogte, te apne times when ! felt Hike Jack: 

NM vollticel extverniste, (2 3t all in, But the cup- 

aren't polltical extremists, noes trom HCDA, all the 


preple I've met here and 
my famity has helped me 


e= 





=e 2 SS Sperm ge me ry i a : 
— from left io right, Gary Stretch, Ches Loft, Hudalph Hawkins end Rephoel J 







} make totes, | could hare 


felt really alone. But the 
hone never stopped ring- 
& from people offcring 
to help me, to go to court 
With me. It meant so much 
that peopte were wililng to 
support me. 
“In the end, the tribu- 


hal didn't happen, [It may | 


never happen, The walt- 
ing geet on and on. 


“What's happened to | 


tae hes made me deter: 
tained to help others. In 
January 1 went on the 
torchilght procession In 
memory those who 
have died ia police 
custody. 1 dida’l want to 


eke the march, ] was 
hiemed, 


“There were all these 
police officers there and J 
thought, ff there's an 


trouble, 1'Il be In ihe mid- 
dte of it, But f went, al- | 







though | refused to be one 
of the speakers, 


“Bui when the aa 
started and I saw Raphae 





speak, and the others, J | 






felt athamed. 1 thought, 
those people should knavw | 
what happened tame. Sol | 
told them." 











































| meetings, I've been shock 



























eséph. 


MATTHEW BUTLER 
Age: 45 
Addriss: Balstoi 
Becufaltan: Secublly guatd 

History: | Airesled Sceplembet, 
BeELES and December, 1999, Re- 
pM stopped and dies- 
loned over o hetlod of months. 
Acquilted fast week on charges 


| of maticlous wounding, Plan- 
Alng lo sue bollce. 









“E WAS accused of being involved ins je- | 
wellery raid in Eaton Garden lett year. 
i've never had any trouble with the police 
before, I’m trnining to be » beptist mini- | 


Her, 
“The first thing I knew about it was 
when five police officers came to my 
home in the early hours of the moming, 
handouffed me and took me to the police 


“The next few montha were a night: 


| mare for me. | was foreed to go on an 
| identity parade. I was followed to work by 
| underarver detectives. 


“I've been stopped by the 


i cet om | 
mora than one occasion. Police from City 


Road, Holbom and Enfield heve all bees 


involved, It was pure harassmerd. 


Depressed 


"In the end E got d Ia 
ped diving bocaurc | oes too seared. Ad | 
had to find wimesses to support my ali- | 


"My friend put me on to JICDA end 
they helped ma get a rolichtor. More im: 
poamnly; they helped ene establish my ali: 


“y wad ut a garage in Dalston geiting an | 


| MOT for my car on the day of this raid. 
} HCDA helped me track down vital wines: 
| ces wha cnuld support my alibi, 


“Since I've been coming to ICDA 
ed by the cares 


I've come across. 


HG, 1S-6-T9O 





fALLIVIE 


station Police auction off stolen 

re ae ! property for charity share-out 

: es will i une Boxe el i Saat pees ioe Grpnlten, aco Hine Rete 

Sere tae ere eet cies ak as rere cane te 
| Commlesones St Peer he goalie reg lake OTA et ky ich hon ac 
ep frien Sana 





~TVSTAR ESCAPES 


IN DEA 


Wet i ™ r Sy ae = r! se a 
is : ee a Ke 








Come and see = al AS 
how your local tama 


BOLICE 


STATION 


apy Stoke I Cesvabelsaneys| 
High Street, N16 
Saturday 23 June 10am = 4pm 
Polite Dogs #@ Mounted Bratch § ‘Thattiét Bolle 
Stctes of Crime Officers | * Fingerprint OMmeers 


ei a 









CRASH 


Two killed after police chase 


GRANGE HILL star Zammo — alias Lee Macdonald, from Hox- 
ton — had an amazing escape when he was thrown thrpueh the 
tilled of a van in a police chase in which two 


"Lee, from Shepherdess Walk, was driving the van home after ae olf 
a friend when it was hit by a ding red Peugeot GTi as it jumped a red 
light at seg junction of Hackney Road and Cantitdec Heath Road, 

‘The crach spun the Transit vari into a lamppost, throwing Lee 50 fret through ihe windscreen. 
He was knocked unconscious and nreded 20 pisches in » headwound. 

Poiee, whe were Tsui of the GTi, tay 41 was nolen in the City four days curlier. The dr- 
ver of the car, John a la, 23, from Stepney, was killed inttanily. it passenger, 19-year-old Pe- 


or Wenz, from Pork, ded om Monday 
morning 2 otpal 
Doctors discharged Lee on Mondey but he by MARK GOULD 
wat too M| ta speak when the 
Gazette called. Mum Maur- 


een beid: “lt took ductors four 


nm were 


end got double vision bul he 
as has not fqat his 


“Ile hat poah ed to ve 
things one 
mt Peay late] wih penal ty rae 
with the head One minie he 
tokay, the next he's got dou: 
ble vislon again. Hee angel 
pliant 7 anythin aboul the 
acchicn ’ 

She pat Lee*s ducky ctce 
down ra fitmesa. He er 
at Lion Goya’ Club in Iloaton 
Street. “Lee ls aes 
for took the That's tg 

took the blow to well, 


Parked 


biog ae pada faced 
sta line of parked police 
ae in Wackrey Road at Jam 
on Saturday. A car gave 
chare but police say they 
were nowhere near when the 
amesh happened. 

But Amanda Moria, the 
sister-in-law of Peter bal Hos 
told the Garetie: “John 
bought the car and believed it 
wae okay, The police started 
thating them and that was 
when the crash happened.” 

Intpector Peter Dowse, of 
Bethnal Green police, raid 
Uhat the car wat reponed sto- 
Jen ban if the family could pro- 
vide proof of chase 
Saveeneniors would louk into 


Hle denied police caused 
the crash. 


Troops Out host public meeting 


oat  Comerenty Defence Astociation bullets, and other eontroveriial topict, 
c Es 


"Ere wheat a public meeting called Criminalis~ oa in Nonhem Ilana and chet in Hackney. 
en fron groupt will tlk on po- The hg Pr takes place on June 29 


lice end Army harassment, siop-end-tearch tac. = 7.40pm at The Old Fire Station Communi 


cs, deaths ie cunody, the wre of plastic © Centre, Leswin Road, Stoke Newington, 


HG 15. 6-40 


moore Out Movement Parallels will be drawn between che aitus- 


at 
iy 


F4 
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' JUST AN EVERYDA 


NIGHTMARE 


Matthew Butler, a 19-year-old black theology student, has just been 
acquitted of a knifing charge. Butler avoided a potential four-year sentence 
with the help of a vigorous local defence campaign. But, MARTIN 
WALKER argues, these groups are fighting for their own survival as cash 
and commitment to police accountability dries up. 


atthew Butler started experi- 
Vi encing the world differently 

after he was accused of at- 
tempted robbery by the police last 
November. He became confused, 
sulfered from insémnia, found it 
hard to make decisions. He was con- 
stantly fearful, felt guilty about the 
gtief he was bringing his mother, was 
numbed by his solicitor’s warning 
that he could go down for four years. 
On June 7, after a nightmare that had 
lasted over eight months, Matthew 
Butler was acquitted on a unanimous 
verdict at Middlesex Crown Court, 
following a vigorous campaign by the 
Hackney Community Defence Asso- 
ciations (HCDA). Butler's case is the 
most recent in a series of successful 
interventions by the HCDA in cases 
of police malpractice affecting 
Hackney residents. 

For Matthew Butler, studying at 
the time for ordination in the church 
of Spiritual Baptists, the trial was the 
culmination of a series of bizarre and 
often terrifying events. Three days 
before the identification parade on 
which the police case came to be 
based, Butler alleges, uniformed 
police made several visits to his 
house, harassing his family. Before 
the trial, he alleges, they came again, 
hammering on the door in the early 
hours, waking the neighbours and 
telling them about the trial. 

Butler was arrested early one 
morning in October 1989, when 
seven officers from City Road called 
at the Buder house and took Matthew 
away in handcuffs. He was, they said 
later, suspected of a series of street 
attacks and robberies. After being 
held all day and questioned but told 
little of his ‘crime’, Matthew was 
released. 

A few weeks later, outside a garage 
showroom in north London, where 
he was working as a security guard, 
Butler's car was surrounded by police 
officers, and he was subjected to 
lengthy questioning. On another 
occasion, driving home from work, a 
police Rover slewed in front of him, a 
panda car drew up behind, and he 
was breathalysed. Following another 
early morning visit to the Butler 
home while Matthew was stil! at 
work, he went voluntarily to Holborn 
police station where he was arrested 
and interviewed. After the interview, 
the police tock Matthew Butler's 
trainers as evidence. 

The police told Butler in 2 taped 
interview that two weeks earlier, on 
October 25, a young graphic designer 
called Guiteppe Cummings was 
returning, after lunch, to his 
workplace in Hatton Garden. Reach- 
ing the second floor of the building 
which consisted mainly of jewellery 
workshops, Cummings was suddenly 


attacked from behind by a man whe 
held a knife to his throat. He was 
forced downstairs and into a small 
disused room. There, the attacker 
showed no interest in robbery but 
asked Cummings to remove his shoes 
and then his trousers. Cummings hit 
the man, and alter a scuffle in which 
Cummings was cut on the head, the 
attacker ran from the room. 

The police, and the Crown Prose- 
cution Service, showed considerable 
confusion over the meaning of this 
incident. The assault, in the heart of 
London's diamond market, was vio- 
lent and apparently sexual in motive, 
planned but random in its choice of 
victim. But according to Cummings 
one thing was not in doubt — the tall 
black man with whom he had fought 
was someone he had previously seen 
in the building. 

Until two months before the at- 
tack, Matthew Butler had worked for 
a year making deliveries of jewellery 
to the building where Cummings 
worked. But though two other men 
told the police that they too had 
recognised a black man they passed 
on the stairs, some hours before the 
attack, only Cummings attended an 
identification parade. It was on the 
basis of his identification alone that 
Matthew Butler was charged with 
attempted robbery and malicious 
assault. 

Even at this stage, the police must 
have had doubts about the strength of 
their case and about the wisdom of 
proceeding on one eye witness identi- 
fication. Three months after charging 
Butler, Holborn police revealed 
another angle. They informed his 
soliciter of a footprint which they 
claimed had been found at the scene 
of the crime - the tread pattern of the 
print exactly matched one of his 
trainers. 

The attempted robbery charge was 
dropped at the committal proceed- 
ings, leaving only a charge of mali- 
cious wounding. Although at the trial 
the prosecution brought three identi- 
fication witnesses, two of them had 
not seen the attack. In fact, as the 
judge pointed out, no fink could be 
proved between these sightings of a 
black man on the stairs and the attack 
itself. 

But it was the evidence of the 
footprint which raised the most 
serious questions. Until the trial, the 
defence understood that the print had 
been found in the room where the 
attack took place. It turned out at the 
trial however, that the ‘scene of the 
crime’ (SOC) officer, attending the 
building the day after the attack, had 
examined a table left in the building's 
reception. The officer believed that 
the table had been left in the recep- 
tion for 24 hours. He did not know 


where the table had come from, nor 
who had brought it to the reception. 
It emerged in evidence that he had 
not gone to the scene of the crime 
itself. The police had not secured the 
table as an exhibit, so even its 
existence was in question. Guiseppe 
Cummings had told the police of a 
smal! square-topped table in the 
room where he was attacked, but the 
SOC officer described taking the 
print from a small round-topped 
table. Finally, while Cummings was 
adamant that his assailant wore Hi 
Tec trainers, the trainers which the 
police had taken from Matthew 
Butler were Reeboks. 


rotn the beginning of his case, 
F Matthew Butler had the help of 

the Hackney Community 
Defence Association (HCDA), and it 
was the preparatory work done by 
this organisation which probably 
secured his acquittal. At a time when 
local police committees are dis- 
appearing, the success of the HCDA 
raises the question of how the com- 
munity can defend itself against 
police malpractice and violence. 

In the early cighties, after the 
major disturbances in Brixton, some 
members of the Labour Party forced 
a debate about police accountability. 
For the first time since its inception, 
the party started tackling policy 
issues about the police. The crux of 
the ‘new’ view on policing was 
simple; as ratepayers paid a propor- 
tion of their rates towards the local 
police force, and as there was no 
police authority in London, the 





C Matthew Butler’s case 
is like several others we’ve 
handled — arrests, releases, 

arrests, harassment, 
sequences of events that 
take over people’s lives, 

and destroy them. 3 





police should be at feast partly ac- 
countable to local government. 
Just seven years Jater, none of the 
Labour radicals of those early initiat- 
ives saw fit to challenge Roy Hatters- 
ley when he called for ‘exemplary 
sentences’ to be handed out to those 
arrested during the Trafalgar Square 
anti-pall tax demonstration. Labour 
Party policies on policing, some 
would argue, have turned through 
the eighties from critical to quiescent, 
with Labour policies on policing hav- 
ing collapsed principally because of 





their relationship to other much 
broader issues (doubts over second- 
ary picketing and pit closures that 
made them ambivalent shout the 
policing of the miners’ strike, lack of 
support for anti-poll tax campaigns) 
but more crucially, many would ar- 
gue, withdrawal from identification 
with the previously organised indus- 
trial worker now unemployed, the 
inner city disinherited, the nothing- 
to-lose poor. These people have been 
criminalised during ten years of 
Conservative government and the 
demise of the GLC and Labour's 
reneging on the unfashionable issue 
of policing have led to the slow and 
painful crumble of most of London's 
inner-city police committees, instru- 
ments set up by Labour councils in 
the early ‘80s to bring about police 
accountability. As the committees 
have collapsed, so have the monitor- 
ing organisations which the com- 
mittees often supported. 

The HCDA’s Graham Smith says: 
‘About two years ago Roy Hattersley 
started talking about stopping knock- 
ing the police. But Hackney has abol- 
ished its police unit and the consultat- 
ive group is down to one and a half 
staff. All this is more to do with 
Labour's drive for power than any- 
thing else, that we're not supposed to 
be so abrasive about the police. When 
the HCDA grew out of the Trevor 
Monerville case, we decided that or- 
ganisations like this had to stop being 
on the defensive all the time — the 
publicity shouldn't always be about 
the victim but about the perpe- 
trators.’ 

Those police monitoring and legal 
defence organisations which do still 
exist, like the Broadwater Farm 
Defence Campaign and Southall 
Black Sisters, have been able to turn 
to the ‘community’ when their grants 
have been threatened and rely upon 
them cither to raise money or lobby 
on their behalf. The HCDA, 
however, is self-financing, and deter- 
mined on its inception, not to apply 
for any kind of grant. 

"We've done the occasional bene- 
fit,’ Graham Smith says, ‘and people 
will do incredible things, put ina full 
week's work to help alongside work- 
ing in a regular job, so they're doing 
80 or 90 hours a week. But you do it 
because you realise there’s a pattern 
to police abuse of power. Matthew 
Butler’s case is like several others 
we've handled — arrests, releases, ar- 
rests, harassment, sequences of 
events that take over people's lives, 
and destroy them.’ 

Until the HCDA took up his case, 
Matthew Butler says, ‘I felt power- 
less.’ But over the last two years, the 
HCDA has had to learn difficult 
lessons, the most essential being that 
it is not possible to rely upon the 
structure of local or central govern- 
ment, be it in the hands of cither 
political party, for support in defence 
of rights and liberties. E 


Matthew Butler {opposite}: at 
first, he says, ‘I felt powerless’. 
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Eleven arrested in 


poll tax riot raid — 


IN. A DAWN raid in north Lon- 
don yesterday police arrested IL 
people in connection with the Tra- 
falgar Square anti-poll tax riot. 
Three people were later charged 
with committing violent disorder. 

Nearly 500 people have been ar- 
rested as a result of the dem- 
onstration on 3b March. Yester- 
day’s arrests were thought to have 
arisen from a study of photo- 
graphs and videotape of the scene. 

During the raid, doors were 
broken and furniture sinished in 
four homes around the Holmleigh 
Road estate, Stamford Hill. 

The mother of a [0-day-old 
baby said four male officers 
pushed her almost naked into a 
bedroom after breaking down a 
door. “Eight blokes ran up the 
stairs screaming; (wo were carry- 
ing axes,” she said. Her male 
flatmate was taken away bleeding. 


[IND 22-6 


By Alex Renton 


In another flat a telephone had 
been ripped from the wall. A 
neighbour, Norman Blair, said: “If 
they want to search, fine, But this 
is search and destroy.” 

Another man, of Graham 
Road, was arrested but later re- 
leased on bail without being 
charped. He said he was shown 
photographs of himself in Trafal- 
gar Square. 

“They threatened to do me with 

violent disorder, and asked me to 
name other people in the photeo- 
graphs,” he said. 
@ Mark Brown, 22, of St Albans, 
Hertfordshire, was jailed for 28 
days at Horseferry Road Court, 
London, after being found guilty 
of threatening behaviour during 
the riot. 
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Come and see 
how your local 
Police work at 


CE STA 


33, Stoke Newington 
High Street, N16 
Saturday 23 June 104m = 4pm 
Police Dogs * Motitited Branch ® Traffic Police 
Scenes of Oe teste Officers é Fingerprint Officers 
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Open day at 


super station 


NOW Stoke Nowlngton has s police ata- 
len to take it Into the 2181 century you 
can sce how It works a! ns special open 
day tomorow (Saturday). 

i'll be @ unique chance to see round 
the new station and look behtnd the 
scenes at the conditiana of poilcing In 
the 19902, 

From the charge room ito the ete- 
len's 999 compuler link-up sysiom, 
ihere’s plenty te see. 

You can even get a lock al things 
from the criminals’ point of view, snd 
oh Ah one of ihe complexes of police 

¢. 


As well se tourlng one of the Lon- 
don’s most advanced pollee sisilons 





and meeting some of your focal 
bobbles, there'll be lois of displays and 
fun acilvitics fo try out. 

Dog handters will Iniroduce you to 
some of thalr canine crlme-fighiora, 
snd the mounted pollce are sles bring: 
Ing slong some horses for visliors ta 


Fer 
There'll be a chance to see Inalde a 
police car as well as Inapecting the un- 
derwater search team's advanced diy- 
my cquipment. 
cene-ol-crlme officers will show 
what they do and there will aven be 
fingerprint cificere on hand to take 
your “dats”, The open day runs tomor- 
row from 10am fo 4pm, 


‘Supernick’ is for 


the 21st century 


STOKE Newington's new €7.5 million pe: 
fice station has been dubbed “Supernick" 
by locals — and how well it deserves that 
name. 

From the spectacular glass frontage to 
the majestic towerlng staircase, thera's 
nothing ordinary about this “cop shop” 

Three years attor work started on ihe 
huge complex, ihe new station finally 
open bi pra this year = and what a sta- 
tion it is 


No station in Europe has a CID offica 
as big as the one ot Sloko Newington, 
tackling crime in one of the busiest pol- 
ony siens in the country. 

top of that, there's even a sulia of 
two offices specially raserved for major in- 
cidents like murders and rapes. 

Baing such a busy siation, Stoke New- 
ington to doa) with mare than its fair 
ahate| of crooks and has the lacilitias to 
ma 


Its the only station with two custody 
rooms, each with a holding room tor da- 
talning prisoners tamporasily, as woll as a 
block of 12 colls for more long-term usa. 

Coming Into ling with racent legisiaton 
thors are also facilities at the station lo 


Painting | > 
contest to | 
decorate | 


YOU could become a per- 
manant fixture at Stoke 
Newington's new polica 
station thanks to @ tuper 
pee y commenter: 

All that's missing from 
London's most advanced 
station is some pleasant 
decotation for its walts, 
and the Matropolitan Fo- 
lice want you to brighton 


up. 
Children old folk and 
aduits can anter tholr 


with £1,000 worth ol artists 
equipment on offer to oll 


The savon calogorias 
are 5-7 yoars, 6-11 years; 
12°15 years 15-schoo! laa- 
vora; olhers in tull-time 
education; senior citizons: 
and olhers [rosidents or 
employeos in the aran) 

he competition is open 
to anyono who lives of 
works within tha Stoke 


any pain or drawin 
¥ ting 9 


All your maslorpleces 
should be sent to Painting 
Competition, Stoha New- 
ington Polico Station, 33 
Stoke Newingion High 
Street, London N16. The 
closing date is October 2 - 
six months aller the station 
litst opened in April this 
year. 


Arrow River 
Developments Ltd 


Sub-Contract Labour 
to Norwest Elolst on 
Stoke Newington Police Station 
Construction: Civil 
Engineering: Labour Hire 
23 Eighth Avenue, Manor 
Park, London E12 


(O81) 514 3530/478 6171 


tape Interviews with suspects and 
witnesses, thus saving hours that can be 
epanl writing down statements in long 


But it's not just suspects whol benefit 
at the new station — victims wid too. The 
naw station has special facilligs to allow 
cbt respond Io ropes in the bost way 
possible. 

A, special rape crisis suite is sited in tha 
guistest part of the station, for victims o 
caxual assaults to be intartewed in com- 
fortabla surroundings 

Fitted out like the coslest of flats, it in- 
cludes a lounge, bathroom and kitchen. 
There's even a collection of toys to help 
with child victims. 

The new station is also kitted out to 
cope if there's a major disaster in the bor- 
ough. Whether k's # plane crash of a to- 
weting Inlorne-style biaza, It's at Sicke 
Newington police station that the emer: 
gency responso will be co-ordinated. A 
spocial office is manned by a Isam of offi- 
Cals specially trained to cope with such an 


Stoke Tirwinglon's new police tlation 
senms ready to cope with anything’ 
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Home Secretary pulls out 
of supernick opening 


HOME Secretary David Waddington snubbed 
Stoke Newington police this week by pulling 
out of the offical opening of their plush new 
station. . 

The top Tory was lined up to unveil a spe- 
cial plaque and declare the ss million ‘super- 
nick’ officially , but pulled out at the last 
minute claiming he was too busy. 

The let-down left Stoke Newington’s top 
cop red-faced and disappointed, Chief Superin- 
tendant Peter Twist told the Gazette; “We are 
obviously dismayed. We only found out he 
wasn't coming last week. 

“It is terribly disappointing and even embar- 
rassing in a lot of ways. We invited people to 
the opening on the basis that the Home Cccre- 
ae he going to be there.” 

et Police Commissioner Sir Peter Imbert 
stepped into the breach to perform the openin 
ceremony yesterday (Thursday). He unveile 





POLICE are getting in tune wlth Hackney’s 
deaf population by becoming the first In Lon- 
don to operate spccial telephone facilities for 
the hard-of-hearing. 


The special telex-type system was instalied 
this week and the first call was due through as 
London's top cop, Sir Peter Imbert, visiied 
Stoke Newington pollce station yesterday 
(Thursday). 

Chief Superintendent Peter Twist, of Stoke 
Newington police, said: “There are quite a lot 
of deaf people who live In the Stamford Hill 
area, so we're sure this will be well uscd.” 


Many large companies have the “Minicom” 
system, which allows deaf people to use a 
pean as tong as they have 2 special keyboard 

nked to their phone. 

After phoning a special number, deaf people 
can type a message into their own keyboard 
and send it down a phone-line to the station’s 
own computer screen and printer. 


The police can then reply by typing In ther 















Police put in hotline for 





the plaque before touring the station. 

_ Graham Smith, chair of Hackney Commun- 
ity Defence Association, who demonstrated 
outside the station during the official opening, 
sugeested Mr Waddington had pulled out to 
avoid controversy. 

“Considering the demands we have made to 
the Home Secretary for a public inquiry into 
the policing of Hackney, it would a bit of a 
slap in the face to the local people if he had 
come lo open the station,” he said. 

A Home Office spokesperson rejected: 
claims that Mr Waddington had decided not to 
come because of the a Sr “That is 
absolutely not true,” he said. 

“It is purely and simply because of parlia- 
mentary commitments. You can never set the 
Home Secretary's diary in tablets of stone be- 
cause of what may or may not be coming up. 
But he does hope to visit at some other time.’ 


the deaf 


own message and sending It back. Police offi- 
cers at Stoke Newington who were taking sign 
language lessons saw the Minicom in action 
and supgested getting one installed when they 
returned to the station, 


And because Stoke Newington will be the 
only station In London with the facilities, it 
will take calls for stations all over the capital. 

“Being the first station to have a minicom, 
we really have no idea what the demand will 
be,” said Mr Twist. “We do expect some calls 
other than from people living in Hackney. 

“If we find we are gelting a lot of calls we 
may need more staff to work with It. But at the 
moment it's very much a step Into the un- 
known.” 


@ Deaf peaple can use the special hotilne by 
calling 071 923 3834. 
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@ Pe Michael Shaddock 
the police station epen day on Saturday. 


bai 


/ 





iets 10-year-old Bitlal Mehier take the controls a car at 


MP snubs VIPs to join 
in anti-police demo 


HACKNEY MP Disne Abbott boycotted the 


icial opening of Sicke Newingl ons new 
i : station Last week to joi a demesne 
against 


The snub overshadowed the big day last 
Thorsday when London's top come Sir Peter 


After speaking to the protesters, the decided 
feral th tefusing to go into the 
lation and join ee Pistead, 


when the cella ate emply and the station is on 
fea beet behaviour.” 

She added thet she is trying to set up a tour 
of the station daring normal hourt when she'll 


accom familics of who all 
have been elias of elie ote hae 


inted that Me 


or the g 
views and decision not 10. 

“We have an excellent relationship with her 
and she was a frequent visitor to the fant police 
sation, I'm rure nothing that ha on 
Thursday will affect that refationship. 

fhe added: “I would welcome any visilors ac- 


they"ve seen the new siation and 

tinct rcxne of our officers, I'm sure they will 

ing ra view of the police have significantly 

aoged.” 

nied Twist said ie wee ely aarp a by 
¥ | an icted a 

splcatons fm thack tissu women who 
ani interest in joining the Mct. 
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Police launch 


¢| dawn swoop 


ELEVEN people were arrested 
when detectives egal pe 
the Trafalgar Square anti-po 
tax riot raided six homes in F4: 
Stamford Hill and Dalsion last 
Thursday, 


Officers armed with sledgehammer: 
and azea launched the dawn raid ai ad- 
dresses in Holmicigh Road and Duns- 
mure Road in Stamford Hill, and a bedeit 
in Dalaicn, an 

The swoop, launched as part of |. 
“Operation dernuneat 
by Hackney Community Defence Asto- 
don who are defending four men who | 


Geaham Smith 
“elecasive force”, 
ing: “These raids were carried cut a 
if the potice were hunting an IRA gang," | 
Police ransacked homes, smashed fur- 
niture, ripped up floorboards and threw 
ings around, he claimed. In one 
cate, he said, nine officers charged into a 


secrets 
ce Et 





at's He <= iT xy 
@ Excessive forces Iefl property in a mess ray Hackn 
Associailon. 


oo 





ey Cotnmunity = 


HICDA also denied press reports that charged with serique offences including 
room where » mother wag ing with those arrested were linked with animal violend disorder.” 
ber 10-day-old baby, Ie added that se- liberation bomhery, 


ven of the 11 arrested A qa ton for Operation Cama- @ four of those arrested appeared al 
weren't cven al Tralatger rg lth de ended the police tactics. Ile ssid: How Sireet Magistrates’ Coun last Fei 
day of the riot All seven were released “You have to bear in mind that the day. The charges included violem disor- 
on police bail without being charged, people we were anesing are being der, pottersion of drugt and theft. 


Muggers 





Waiting 






ic | 
I un ; A 34-year-old howe- 
wife waiting in a car for 
amok wes robbed 





sihshetvoa gh cep on Aap 
rampage in Ifack tt 
nih ig with riseet robles: 
jes double the ural total, 

ANE the victima 
wala 22-year-old compa- 
ny disci: who was rob- 
bed in his cac in Wardle 


her 
of rings, chaing and other 
jewellery, worth @ total 
of £500, on Saturday in 
Amburst Read, Dalston. 
On the seme day, a 34. 
year-old man war asked 
to change » £50 note by a 
ynan who st him on 























This week the crime 
wave has continued. On 








A day fater a 43-year- 
old woman fought off 
man whe lied lo gtab 









Sunday, at Jam, a 25- 
year-old woman was 







thrown ageing a wall in 





her shoulder bag in Man- 
deville Sarees, Lower 








on, 
the same day a 25. fA 
year-old woman had ery. 
Tings, valued at £2,000, On Monday a 23-ycar- 
wrenched from her old man wound down the 
sod vita h eee who window of his car to help 
wari Gi he bac ar Boe aman who claimed to he 













Jost and then drew one a 
knife, The driver acce- 
lerated away before the 






dlesione Coun in 
Redwald Road, Flome- 













fon. They alsa took knifonen eel 
re containing £40, could 
On Friday, a 26-year- And on Tuesday a 44. 









yest-old women was 
rabies, by Milifichis 
fond in Lower Cle 





nur man wet ambushed 








‘ s Road, by a man who pun: 
His credit cards and £25 * Pun 
her and stole » neck: 

cath were stolen, 1 h £400. 












Anyone whe may have 
witnessed any of these in- 
aon is asked ta con- 

tions st a bus stop in tact sont Poet 
Kenwonhy Road, Heme: 7) 488 7201. 





tor, He got away with a 
thain worth £350. 
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Vergauwen 





Detective Inspector Eric Bowker = in charge of the 
squat, 








A CRUEL, drug Gaking mother who dab- 
bled In Mack Magic and watched her lover 
beai her son to death wax freed by an Old 
Ralley Judge on Friday. 

Leonie Vergauwen, 31, wept in the dock 
when she was Cold she was not being sent to 

rlson for assaniting her five-year-old son, 
nny. 

Last month her common-law hoshand, 
Gerald Dowden, 30, a gardener from Dram: 
chapel, Scolland, was jalled for Hfe for the 
Attle boy's murder. 

The court beard that Danny, ilny and 
frafl with & specch Impeiiment and hearing 
difficutties, was battered with a pool cue 
handle and punched to death ai the famity 
home In Malmsmead House, Kingenead Es- 
tate, Homerton, 

Vergauwen, who honsied to arfphbours 
that she la the slepdauphtcr of » Judpe, was 
cleared on manslaughter but convicted on 
(wo charecs of crucity lo Danny between 
1986 and last September. 

A former grammar school elst trom Kes 
wick, Cumbria, and an accomplished ecilist 
and art and drama student, Vergauwen was 


over her son’s death 


sald to have drificd Inio a world of 
squatting and drug taking on her arrival in 
London. 

After being remanded for reports the 
faced a maximum cenlence of 12 years iv- 
days but walked free on three years probe- 


an. 

An Inquiry [1 due to be opened anon by 
Hackney Council Into the circumstances 
Forrounding the child's death. 

The Judge told her that, becauee a jury 
last month cleared her of any culpable part 
in the death of her son, he put the murder 
“(clally out of my mind" In passing sen- 
fence “cave that, you have lost a child.” 

The judge warned Vergauwen that she 
had come close io going to prison straleht 
away and he sald thai If she broke dhe 
terms of probalion = with a condition éo ire 
and work as directed by a probatlon officer 
and have 9 ppg treatment If ph ear 
= the would be brought back (o the doc 
ard Jalled. 

Soclat workers drescrftied Vergauwen = 
she wept throughout the brief hearing — a¢ 
a “changed woman.” 


og ee ee 






















@ Lite Danny Ve 


ares ERE 
Frauen = punched io death, 
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Children often suffer in 


silence say police team 


WHEN little Danny 
Vergauwen dicd in 
agony on Homerton’s 


The nine-ttrong squad 
dealt with more than 300 
cases of child abuse and child 
$01 crimes in the borough last 
year, including seven deaths 


their tommeniors never 
brought a) seas 
In the (8 months tince the 


rpecial unit was formed, it 
can boast 2 remarkable clear- 


Kingsmead Estate {five noel dat be tragic une of 90. Satals fii 
. - 1, the other two were ly one case hav ever 
last ycar, it was deicc trurder), This year the figures lost in coun. Its success ts 
tives from Hackney’s look ect to be even higher, clearly due: 10 the dedication 
‘ and police achnit it is just ion team, ca 

Child Protection Unit & the iceberg = thouzands one a volunteer and hand- 
who were called in. chitdren wuffer iin silence, picked for the job. 

Their headquarters it jn a 

Hock of pre-Jab cabins at the 

hack of Stoke Newingion po- 

lice station, desi lo put 


children at their ease, None 
of the leam wear uniform, 
and the interview rooms are 
colourfully decorated with 
kiddies’ ieee: on the 
walls, with toys and books 
lose to hend. 

Lorrzine Chester, 29, is 
one of four women con- 
fables who the young 
sters. “Children don’t Iie 


about people whe or bnug- 
get them,” she taid. “Dut of 
all the cases I have dealt 
with, there was only one I 
ever doubled. 
“When they come here, the 
first thing we do is etulf them 
silly with sweets and gel 
them to play lars Some 
childres settle down with you 
straight away, othert take 


24- 6-40 


hours. But you can never rush 
them, you have to gain their 
trust if they are to reveal their 


secrets to you. 

“Many children, particular- 
ly those who have been 
sexually sbused, are very re- 
Gy" a hey feel hte sedi, 

.— it I 
pal Often the child- 
ten only fire! out that what is 
being done to them is wrong, 
by talking about it al school 
to friends of the same a 

aay, ‘Bot every daddy 
does it to his daughter, 
doemi't he?*™ 

The man in charge of the 
squad is Deteciive j or 
Eric Bowker, 47, who has 26 
pan ag in the pallce 
ores, fic has been manied 
for 25 ycan, and hat two 
children = an 18-year-old son 
and a 21-year-old daughier, 

“The Protection unit 
is a very close-knit and infor- 
mal team,” he said. “The job 
demands maturity and sound 
couhmon sense, since we regu- 
Jarly discuss cases of an inii- 
mate and sczual nature and it 
would be self-defeating to be 
embarrassed. 


“some of the cases are ca- 
tremely distressing and [ de- 
mand that my staff discuss 
them both with me end 





among themselves to thal no 
one person is rubject to un- 
due stresi.” 


Hut however horrifying the 
deLails of the attack and how- 
ever helpless the child, not all 

ie13 art proteculed. Deca- 
sonally, it would actually be 
more harmful for the child to 
et a parent imprisoned [oc 
many years than it would be 
to the zhuser to go free. 

Obvicusly, a close waich js 
kept on the family if it is deci- 
ded not lo provccuie, “But 
7 thould the child be pu: 
nished?” said DI Bowker. 
“They've done sothin 
wrong. Uluimately, the . 
fare of the child is our top 
priority and tometimes that 
means # ctution for the abu- 


wz. 

i a their success, the 
squad knows they cannot af- 
ford to relax their vigilance. 
“There is a strong possibility 
thal there sre pacdophile 
fingt active in ibe borough,” 
said Di Bowker, “We see just 
the lip of the iccherg. There 
is far more abuse taking place 
in Flackney than comet to our 
notice.” 

There is » special confiden- 
tial hotline for children who 
heave been abused. Phone 07 [- 
488 7168, 
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Family 
to lodge 
claim 


THE family of a man who 
ee te a prison = are de- 
manding compensation from 
the fome Office. 

Enc Williams, 59, was 
found dead in his cell in High- 
point Prison in Suffotk with a 
plastic bag over his head. 

Despite « search of his cell 
by police, no suicide note 
was found — leading his farni- 
ly to fear he had mur. 

ered. 


But a suicide note did tum 
up two works later in the bag 
0 pet iy s handed over to 
the fami by the prison au- 
thorities. The note wat heavi- 
sr oreical of conditions inside 


e Ott. 

iis dou cides Lorraine, 26 
is demanding compensation 
for the anguish caused by the 
mistitg Nols, 

“Ai the time he died, the 
Strangeways riot wat in the 
news and there had been a 
minor disturbance in his own 

ison. When we heard of 
is death, we feared 
the worst.,” said Lorraine, 

The family’s solicitor, Ste- 
phen Cragg, has written to 
ihe Home Office asking for 
compensation. If it fails to 
Beles the family will insti- 
tute iegal action. 

An inquest held on June 26 
decided that Mr Williams 
ne tuicide. 

tpokerperson for the 

Home Office told the Gaz- 
* ene: “If the family wish to 

make s claim, it will be con- 
fidered on its merits, 

“All the matters, inclucin 
the suicide note, were consid- 
ered at a full public inquiry. 
As far as T am aware, that 
war to the satisfaction of the 
coroner.” 


No si 


MUGGERS went Te rampage 
In Hackney yet again last week - 
the second consecutlye week In 
which street rebbery has shown a 
sharp Increase. 
A chaln was snatched from a 20- 
ear-old secretary by s pang of 
iar youths who atlacked her as 
she boarded the W4I56 bus In 
are Street tast Wednesday. 








Vigilante group to patrol streets ag 
_ mugger leaves pensioner for dead 


ns of improvement as mu 


A 65-year-old woman was 











| 
A PENSIONER is fighting for his life after an horrific 


daylight attack as he prepared 


anniversary. 

Hardened detectives have 
been sickened by the brutal 
mugging, which has been con- 
demned by Stoke Newington’s 
top cop, Chief Supt Peter 
Twist. 


Now vigilante group the Guardian 
Angels have reacted to the fears of 
local pcople and sicpped up their pa- 
trols io cover the sircets of Hackney. 

Alec Leslie, 78, was attacked last 
Thursday as he picked up his Ford Escort 
from a car park behind his home in Cam- 
bridge Court, Holmdale Terrace, Siam- 
ford Hill. 

A man jumped out of the shadows and 
smashed him over the head with a club before 
sipping a £22 watch from his wrist and grab- 
bing his driving licence and AA card. 

Ms Leslie, who was about t go out with his 
wile, Nancy, to celebrate their 13th wedding 
anniversary, was taken to [lomerton Elospital. 
jle took a tum for the worse later thai day and 
was transferred to Bart's where he had two 
brain operalions. 

As the Gazette went to s he was still in 
& coma in intensive carc, Leading the invest- 
igation is Det Insp David Wood who said: 
“This really waa an horrific attack = let's get 


ito celebrate his wedding 


by MARTIN TALBOT 


this man before he does this again.” 

Two hours after the anack, Maisie Davis, 
49, was left with a broken pose and cuts to the 
face and head when a man smashed open the 
fromt door of her home at Clapton Common. 

She was taken to Homerton Hospital and de- 
tained overniphi. 

Chicf Supt Twist said: “We are extremely 
concemed about the severily of these attacks. 


“They reveal the exiremes to which certain 
criminals are prepared to go to rob and sical.” 


Concern shared 


The concem is shared by the Guardian An: 
ecls, who have stepped up their fight against 
crime by launching their first-ever sircet pa- 
trols near Finsbury Park Station. 

Leader of the Angels’ London Chapter, Co- 
lin Elaicher, said: “We have stared patrolling 
the streets around Finsbury Pack because s0 
many people on trains said we should. 

“People have been asking ua lo patrol her 
for some time. Some of them sre very [right- 
ened to walk through the arca.” 
® Anyone who has any information about the 
atiack on Mr Leslie should contact the inci- 
sen toom at Stoke Newington on O71 923 


@ BELOW: The Guardian Angels — planning to 


make the streets sufe. 





On the same day, a 19-year-old 


£500 was snal- = machinist siting on a 277 bus was 
rom 234-sear-old = robbed of a £100 chain, iwo youths 
man as he walked through the knocked over a woman as she 
Kingshold Estate. A 42-year-old 


stood In Graham Road, Dalston, 





ings rise again 
edicsirian was Ue nihe 1S Rr 

forced ta the floor and hadachain = ly hours of Salurday morning by 
worth £50 taken from her ncck four men who jumped outofacar £300 In cash and jewellery by a 
last Friday as she walked towards = in Lower Clapton Road and took = =man who altacked her in Afent: 
her home on the Trelawney Es- his waich and £60 cash, 


year-old woman was robbed of 


more Terrace and at Spm a [6- 
year-old West German was rob- 
bed of his gold chain as he walked 
towards the Miifichls camp site. 

Jf you have any information call 
Hackney CID, 488 7211 











bbing a chain from her neck, a 
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A COP who helped In- 
vestige le the activities of 
the Kray Twins before 
reaching the rank of the 
East End’s number one 
pollceman has been 
awarded a top commen- 
dation. 

Metropolitan Police 
commander George 
Ness, aged 50, who is 
based at City Road po- 
lice station, recelved the 
Queen's Police Medal for 
his professional determl- 
nation, courage and abill- 


He joined the pollce 
after feaving achool and 
hes received 12 commi- 
sloner’s commende- 
tions. : 

During his time with 
the Flying Squad he In- 


Council all set for 


U-turn over police 





watchdog group | 


AFTER snubbing the borough's 
police watchdog group for three 


years, Hackney Council a 
to have had a change of heart 
and is now considering taking an 
active role in it. 
The U-tum follows a renewed a 
roach by Hackney’s Police Community 
sultative Group to get the Labour- 
run council to take up the seats reserved 
for its representatives. 
Ever since the consultative group was 
formed under Home Office guidelines 


by RUSS LAWRENCE © 


three years ago, the council has consist- 
ently refused to recognise it, calling it 
“unaccountable, undemocratic and unre- 
presentative of the people of Hackney.” 
But at Monday night's meeting of the 
police consultative group there were indi- 
cations that the council's ruling Labour 
hae now appears to have softened its 
ard line attitude and is interested in par- 


ticipating. 
Council leader John McCafferty 


makes jt clear in a letter of reply to the 
group that Hackney Council is in favour 
of a consultation arrangement between 
the police and public. 

But what concemed him was how best 
the local authority oS pe Sorrento 
as @ corporate entity, rather a 
of political parties. iad 

Under the consultative group's consti- 
tution the council is allowed repre- 
sentatives from the nuling party and one 
iri pom the ssi but it would be 
enti to two addition t 
now the focal authority es ikea Caniel 

of education. 

Chairperson Betty Blom- 
field feared that an increase 
in the number of representa- 
tives from the local authority 
might lead to the group being 

tically hi-jacked. 


ful to ensure the group re- 
mains free-standing end not 


But Tory group leader Joe 
Lobenstein welcomed it 
wholeheartedly. 

“I'm amazed,” he said. 
“The Labour Party in its elec- 
tion sa made an ex- 
press point of improving its 
relationship with the qlices 

Plas cast ae minds back 
to four to eight years ago and 
eo have unthink- 
a a” 


Murder bid charge dropped — 
against three Bengali youths 





vestigated the East 
End’s mosl famous gang- 
sters, The Krays. 

He became district 
chief superintendent for 
Tower Hamlets In 1983 
and three years later was 
promoted lo commander 
of East London, one of 
the capltal’e busiest 
areas. 

Betwean 1988 and 
1989 he headed the 
Crime investigation Prior- 
ity Project, a major re- 
search programme 
almed at Increasing effi- 
clency and effectiveness 
In crime investigation 
and which Implemented 
far-reaching and radicel 
changes In the organisa- 
tion and direction of de- 
tectives in London. 








CAMPAIGNERS are calling 
for police to drop all charges 
against four Bengali youths 
accused of stabbing a white 
man following a “Rights for 
Whites” march through the 
East End. 

The four, Malik Miah, Ad- 
bul Halim, 17, Adbul Alim, 
16, and a juvenile, who can- 
not be named, were charged 
originally with the atiempied 
murder of Terry Swinney 
after the incident in Harford 
Street, Stepney, in March. 
Now all but Malik Miah have 
been accused of lesser 
charges. 

“We believe that they are 
being used as scapegoats by 
the polices: says Nigel Lewis, 
of Workers Against Racism. 
“The number of officially re- 
ported racist attacks more 
than doubled last year and 
young Bengalis have been 
forced to defend themselves. 

“The response of the au- 
thorities has been to arrest 
any young blacks who stand 
EP to racism. We want the 

arges against the four drop- 
ped, police harrassment of 


HG 


Bengalis to cease and racist 
attacks challenged wherever 
they occur.” 

Sara Bibi, Malik Miah's 
mother, said that the family 
had suffered racial attacks for 
the Jast eight years. 

In July, 1984, Malik’s bro- 
ther, Mukith, was slashed 
across the back with a knife 
and needed 20 stitches in the 
wound, 

On Monday he wes awar- 
ded £5,000 criminal dam- 
ages, £1,500 of which he will 
have to use to pay legal bills. 
The attackers were sentenced 
to commumnily service. 

In May, 1986, Sarah's hus- 
band had both his legs broken 
when he was attacked as he 
came home from prayer. He 
is still registered as disabled. 
No-one was arrested. 

“All through these attacks 
we have had to fight for the 

lice to treat them as racial- 

y motivated,” says Sarah. 

“Now one white man gets 
stabbed and they arrest four 
Bengalis - my son being 
charged with aliempted mur- 
der.’ 
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Hackney youth 
sue police 


ackney Community Defence 

Association are planning to sue 
the police for damages, on behalf of 
three black youths who claim they 
were abused and beaten up by local 
officers the weekend before last. 

According to an HCDA spokes- 
person, the three boys ~ aged between 
13 and 14— were coming home after a 
family get-together, when they were 
chased and set upon by the police. 
“Another youth, no-one to do with 
them, had thrown a stone at a win- 
dow,’ the HCDA told CL, ‘Suddenly, 
an unmarked saloon car pulled up, 
and the three found themselves being 
chased by police across Hackney 
Marshes, into the bushes and the 
canal,’ 

One of the youths, known as 
‘Junior’, claims he was truncheoned 
by two police officers, on the front 
and back of the head, when he tried to 
defend himself from their blows, His 
injuries were so severe that he had to 
be treated at Homerton Hospital, and 
later suffered from hearing problems. 
He and his friends say they were 
repeatedly called ‘niggers’ and ‘black 
bastards’ by the police, and threa- 
‘tened with having their heads kicked 
in. 

The three were taken to Hackney 
police station after the incident, but 
no charges were made. The HCDA 
commented: ‘We are sick to death of 
this rampant and completely unpro- 
voked violence by the police. They're 
_ behaving like right-wing, racist vigi- 
lantes. They've got to be brought to 
justice.’ 

JUDY HIRST 
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Hoondie — gunned down In 
his shop. 





OF FEAR 


Safety alert after second 


-MP joins call 
for probe into 
police 


5 


HACKNEY MP Brian Sedgemore 
has asked the Home Secretary for an 
independent inquiry into claims that 


: ‘The MP for Hackney South and Shoreditch 
down a written motion in the House of 
Coleoots on Wednesday demanding an in- 
quiry end criticising the action of the officers 
which he said “damages the reputation of 


f 
: 


Then two more unmarked cars arrived end a 
dumber of men gave chase over the brid 

The got acared end ran. Two of them 
aide bs 


Was tlaggering across the park when 
grve him a blow on the of the head. 


No action ag 
Over Jam 


NO DISCIPLINARY or criminal 
Charges are going to brought against any 


beatin 








claim 


pete nocied = cone 20 th 
pulled ’ e sioma 
and shed hina a Car. 

. “His friend was knocked to the ground with 
ee) and he was kicked when he was on 
the floor, The other boy saw all this going on 
and in the canal out of fear. He was 
kept for iwo hours in cells in wet clothes. 

“When I got my ton out of the police sta- 
tion we took him ht to Homerton Hospi- 
tal where he was kept under observation for 
four hours. [ want names of the police who did 
this. ] want them suspended.” 

A police spokesman said four boys had 
been previed aie result of an elder? invol- 
ving damage to a-car near sae Marshes 
and inventigations were still continuing. 

“If we receive a complaint then it will be in- 
vestigated via the proper channels but I could 
not comment on any proceedings in the House 
of Commons which may involve the Hame Se- 
erelary,” he said. 
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shopkeeper is murdered 


a a 
FRIGHTENED Asian shopkeepers in Lower Clapton 
Road are threatening to arm themselves with pistols after 


the second cold-blooded murder there in two months. 


Following the execution-style 
killing of G and H Off Licence 
owner Baldev Hoondie in front 
of his teenage son last Sunday 
night, they say the police can no 
longer guarantee their safety. 
ed just 200 yards 
from where Raojibhaj Patel was gunned 
down carly last month during a robbery 
on his sub-post office. 

Despair 

No-one has yet been arrested for Mr 
Patel’s murder, ite a £20,000 reward 
= and the scared Asian community de- 
spair of his killer ever being caught. 

Mr Hoondle, 42, was shot through the 
head by a single bullet from a silver pis- 





fete ie ey, = 
i : ee id. Con 
La ae 


we 


at ‘  e ar eel - -_ = 
Me pe or i 


le Stew 


from the investigation is not going to 


tol afier two men came into his shop at 
10.30pen and demanded beer and cigar- 


elles. 


Without saying another word, th 


ol a ‘: ql a [ wees." ath ky > 4 : 
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the barrel of the gun behind his lek car @ Police photoflt of the man who shot 


and fired at point-blank range — killing 


the a € instanily in 
front of Kis | “year-old son, 

When police arrived, a 
worker at the off licence had 
the dead man cradled in his 
ims. 

Now other shopkeepers in 
Lower Gimon Rona Lower 
Clapton, fear they could be 
the next target for the killers 
and are demanding police pa- 
trols be stepped up in the 
areca. 

Mushtaq Yousoof, who 
ownt a nearby newsagent, 
said: “Most of us round here 
are frightened the same thing 
could happen to us. If these 
people can kill for a few 
pounds, they could kill any- 
one. 


Shotgun 


fF 
poice — what can they do? 
"m not ha with them, 
they're not doing enough. 

“T'd like to keep a pistol 
here myself, it's that serious. 
We're all very worried.” 

But Hackney  potice 
wamed the traders the 
would never be given a gun li- 
cence to protect their shops. 








by STEWART 
FOWLER 


Chief Insp Norman Mack- 
enzie said: “It is a cei 
escalation of the » but 
ol aw fi cannot erm them- 
selves wi th licence. bat 
are sympathetic to people 
who feel that ibsestened and 


vulnerable, and we are in- 


creasing police patrols in the 
area. 


After the shooting, the two 
men — both black, aged 30, 
Sft 10ins tall and with slight 

bellies — fled on foot 

‘wn Rowhil] Road into Clar- 
ence Road and then disap- 

ared sotnewhere around 
boar Road. 











But they left two vital 
clues ayer - their gene to 
eicape eir 
hats end police haneltarsenne 
will recognize them. The first 
is made of beige sucde, with 
2 multi-coloured pattem on 
top; the other is a trend 
black-and-white Hiitis 
Knights baseball hat. 

Anyone with Information 
should contact the munter 
squad on O71 488 6595, 


ainst police 
art case 


killed by s massive cocaine overdose after he was 


police officers, following an investiga- . Spokeswoman for the Police Complaints Au- leged deiving on night in Finsbury Park for an al. 

tion into the disputed death of S thority said: “We cannot discuss the conclusions = AL the; ; 

Hil ue, A Of Stamford of the investigation. the inquest, which reconted a verdict of mis- 

I electrician amie Stewart in Hollo- “It is a private matter between the complainant ig ture, police claimed ihst he had become vjo- 

way police eri in July last year, om a the authority,” Fe a police station and had to be restrained 

m4 vestig was carried out by the Meso- th of Mr Stew : 

pola Police under the supervision of nee Samford Hil enate, wooed crete Lived on the gt, Lo-year-old boy who was arrested with Mr 
_Complaints Authority, An inquest in January decided ina even wart and also taken to the station alicged that 


police had kicked and bealen Mr Stewart. 
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Youths point finger at Hackney police 


‘HE behaviour of 
olice officers based 
t Hackney has 
ome under public 
scrutiny once more 
lowing allegations 
y three local youths 
tho claim they suf- 
sred a brutal assault 
1 a recent incident 
n Hackney mar- 
es. 


The boys, aged be- 
veen 13 and 14 were 
‘turning home from a 
iend’s party. They 
tid they were chased 
id attacked by police 
ficers, who were tn- 
sstigating a broken 
ir window. 

Once of the boys said 
2 was so frightened 
2 jumped into a near- 
¢ canal. The second 
vy claims he was pun- 





by Eric Burnett 


ched in the face on two 


ocassions and the third 
boy claims he was 
trunchcon-whipped on 
the head, back and 
shoulders. 

The boys also allege 
they were repeatedly 
called “niggers” and 
“black bastards” and 
threatened with furth- 
er violence. They were 
taken to Hackney Poli- 
ce Station but were not 
charged. 

The Hackney Com- 
munity Defence Asso- 
ciation (HCDA) has 
called for an indepen- 
dent public inquiry in- 
to the incident. A spo- 
kesperson said: “The 
inquiry should also pay 
proper attention to all 
the incidents of police 


malpractice in Hack- 
ney over the past twen- 
ty years.” 


In a House of Com- 
mons statement made 
last week Brian Sedge-| 
more, MP for Hackney 
East, also called for an 
independent inquiry 
into the incident. 

The HCDA also sta- 
te that the police offic- 
ers responsibic for the 
assault should be sus- 
pended pending full in- 
vestipations. 

The mother of the 
boy who was trun- 
chconed said she took 
him to hospital be- 
cause he was losing his 
vision. He also sus- 
tained extensive bruis- 
ing and was olf school 
for a week, she said. 

She and another 
mother plan to sue 


Hackney police with 
the assistance of the 
HCDA and will be 
consulting solicitors. 
A spokesperson 
from the Scotland 
Yard Press Burcau 
siid: “Four youths 
were arrested by police 
officers on the Hack- 
ney Marshes on July 8. 


This happened after a 
member of the public 
reported sccing crimi- 
nal damage being done 
to a motor vehicle and 
scycral youths attemp- 
ting to steal from it. 
“Police — officers 
attended the Marsh. 
There was a_ brief 
chase and one of the 


CARIBBEAN TIMES 


® Schootkids were beaten 
with truncheons, punched 
in the head, and called 
“‘nigger’’ and ‘black 
bastards’’ by bully boy 
coppers, it has been 
Caltned. 
he three boys, age 

between 13 and 14, st 
going home from a family 
party when they say they 
were chased by at least 
four police officers. 

One of the boys was so 
frightened that he jumped 
into a canal risking his life. 
Another was clubbed 
about the head, back and 
shoulders with a truncheon 
and the third was punched 
in the face. 

They were then taken to 
Hackney police station and 
questioned about a broken 
car window before being 
released without charge. 

One of their distraught 
mothers said: ‘It's got to 
the point that I'm more 
worried about police than 
child molesters when my 
son goes out"’. 


Voice $i 


youths fell into the ca- 
nal while trying to 
escape. The youths 
were arrested and re- 
leased pending further 
enquiries. No com- 
plaints about the inci- 
dent have been re- 
ceived and any made 
will be fully investi- 
gated.” 
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Lonpon’'s ForcotrEN Murbers ; 
‘We get people in here stealing food and 


threatening us with knives five or six tunes a 
week. But we never report them because by the 
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The Hoondle murder occurred close to where, just six 
‘eke earlier, sub-postmaster Raojibhai Kumari Pate) had 
»d to death after being slashed and shot in the groin by 
ree masked men who were waiting for him early one 
ymning. fronically, Hoondle had just bought safety grilles 
“his shop following the Patel murder, And he alway's kept 
ang knife behind the counter. 

Patel, 59, was killed on June 5, His attackers, armed with 
utguns and pistols, handcuffed him and his wife, Nirmala, 
. They taped Mrs Patel's mouth and forced ber husband to 
company them downstairs. Seconds later Mrs Patel heard 
shot. When the raiders fled she found her husband's body 
hind the counter. Ele had refused to hand over cash. The 
nly Mail described Patel as ‘the classic example of a self- 
ade man, arriving in Botain with nothing and building up 
business through sheer hard work.’ 


ITAL CLUES MISSED 


lice have made no arrests in either case. They say the two 
urders are not linked, But many people who live and work 
the area, and who spoke to Time Oud last week, insist 
ey were. Some of these people may hold vitai clues — yet 
ackney CID had not interviewed any of them. Time Onl 
tthered its information from casual chats with people in 
e Lower Clapton Road. 

Several people told us that Hoondle’s two killers may 
ive been part of the same gang which struck earlier that 
iy just yards from his shop — an incident that was not 
ported to police. 

Terry Shah runs City News in Clarence Road, just around 
e commer from Hoondle's shop. He told Time Out how trou: 
e flared at his newsagent's around 5pm on the day 
xondle was shot. Five youths pocketed goods and, when 
ilenged, threatened to shoot shop assistants, With guns 
sparently concealed under their eke they shouted: ‘You 
et mind your business or we'll blow your brains apart 
ow.’ As tempers flared, they screamed almost exactly the 


same words that Hoondle would bear five hours later: 'Do 


time the police come we've dealt with them.’ 
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you want your head shot off now?’ 

Unlike Hoondle, Shah let the men take what they wanted 
— which amounted to bacon and sausages. They fled with 
out revealing their weapons, Like many other violent inci- 
dents at the shop, this one went unreported. Shah's brother, 
Jim, explains: “We get people in here siealing food and 
threatening us with Pre ve oF SIX times a week. But we 
never report them because by the time the police come we've 
dealt with them 

Jay Singh runs the ND Video Centre next to Hoondle’s 
now boarded-up shop. He says Hoondle’s killers ‘behaved in 
exactly the same way in City News. picking up goods with: 
out paying and then threatening to shoot in the same way.’ 

Jim Shah says the incident was not reported because ‘ihe 
police have fet us down time and lime again by not answer- 
Ing emergency calls on time’. Singh says that if police had 
known about the earler inciulent, they would have been pa- 
trolling the area and Huondle would be alive today. ‘The 

lice could have prevented it. It should never have 

appened.” 

a#cal confidence in the poltce force is rock bottom in the 
half-mile strip of Lower Clapton Road, an area where drug 
addicts and pushers operate openty. Many people say there 
has been ‘a complete breakdown in policing’, which encour: 
ages criminals, Augie are rife, even in broad daylight, 

One shop assistant, who refused to give his name, says, 
‘The police don’t patrol. They're scared themselves. Every: 
one’s scared round here, 

One shopkeeper’s story illustrates just how bad the stiua: 
tion is. ‘A great big black guy of about 6°" and 16 slone 
came into our shop and put cheese and bacon into his pock 
els. As he was leaving we stopped him and asked him Lo put 
what he took on the counter. He eat really angry and pulled 
oul a bloody great knife and kicked my brother in the groin. 

‘Police nicked the guy. They said | could press charges 
but it would only mean a lot more hassle fur me from other 
blacks. They said they couldn't provide assistance for me, 
sod forgot it." 

Trae Ont asked Hackney police for permission to spend a 
day with them as they worked on themurder inquiries. This 
was not possible, because ‘the police don't work like that. 
going out every day on the cases.’ | 

A spokeswoman said: ‘The police refule abeolutely there 
has. been a breakdown in policing. There are daily patrols in 
the Lower Clapton Road? 

And she denied the police were slow to answer emergen: 
cy calls. ‘They get there as soon as they humanly can,’ She 
initiniy satd police got to Hoondle and Patel ‘almost imme- 
diately’, but later admitted she could not say exactly how 
long it took 
Chnstina Kent 


© [lalf the people tried so far tor poll tax violence 
ala demonstration in Hackney in March have 
been acquitted. 

Fifty-seven people were arrested at the anti- 
poll tax demonstration outside Hackney town 
hall during which mounted police charped at the 
3,000-strong crowd. The demonstration led to ri- 
oting and looting. 

Charges ranged from affray to actual bodily 
harm and violent disorder, But the 50 per cent ac- 
quittal rate — 13 of the 26 cases — has led to alle- 
gations that police have tried to fabricate 
evidence. 

Hackney stedent Chas Loft, 25, who was ac- 
quitted last Friday, told TO: ‘They couldn't pro- 
duce the officers | was supposed to have tried ta 
hit and kick. They just didn’t exist.’ 

Christina Kent 


41 


he mothers of three black 
T youths who claim they were 

beaten up and racially 
abused by Hackney police spoke 
out last week against their sons’ 
treatment, 

The three boys ~ afl aged 
between 13 and 14 — were 
chased across Hackney Marshes 
on July 8, after police were 
called out over a stone-throwing 
incident. One ended up needing 
six hours’ observation in 
Homerton Hospital after allegedly 
being beaten around the head 
with police truncheons. 

‘it’s outrageous. The police's 
attitude is, If we don't keep our 
kids indoors, they've got a rigtt 
to do what they like to them,' 
one of the parents, Mrs Johnson, 
told CZ. ‘Is this what they mean 
by improving police-community 
relations?' 

No charges have been made 
against the youths, but the 
families — in conjunction with 
Hackney Community Defence 
Association — are suing the 
police for damages. JUDY HIRST 
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ANTI poll tax protesters are claiming 
victory in the latest round of the Icgal 
batile following the bloody demonstra- 
Yiont at Hackney Town Hall in 
March, and Trafalgar Square in June. 
Both demonstralions were official- 
ly classed as riots after hundreds-of- 
zands-of-pounds worth of dam- 
age caused by campaigners who 
smashed windows, looted shops and 
| burned cars and buildings. 
' _ Police went in hard and fast to stop 
the violence, but innocent protesien 
were see ye up with the trouble- 
makers and charged with offences ran- 
ging from viclent disorder to theft. 
cconting to local police watchdog 


group, the Elackney Community 
fence Association, 31 people went 
to them for help after being arrested at 
the Town Elall demo. 

Of 24 cases 10 come to court so far, 
only 10 have been found guilty, one 
was bound over to keep the peace and 
13 were found not guilty. 

Chas Loft, 25, of Northficld Road, 
Stamford Hill, was one of those 
cleared by the courts after being 
chasged with affray. 

“I was knocked over during ihe 
surge of the crowd, grabbed W Iwo 

et aa and arrested for affray,” 
said. 

“it's a big eclief 10 be cleared, but 


Anti-poll tax group claim court victory 


I've had four months of worry that f 
might be sent to prison. I'm very 
grateful for IICDA’s support, who 
photographed my arrest and made it 
possible for me to clear my name.” 

In June, police arrested 11 people 
after raids on fiais and houses in Stam- 
ford HH and Dalsion, following the 
poll tax riot at Trafalgar Square. 

A spokesman fot Stamford Hill 
Anti-Poll Tax Union said: “Four 
people were charged with violent dis- 
order and seven were released on po- 
lice bail pending possible public order 
olfences. 


“Of the four charged with violent 
disorder, three have had their public 





order charges dropped due to 
insufficient evidence. 

A police spokesman said: “It is not 
unusual for a month to pass before 
charges arc brought when you are 
dcaling with 1,850 reponed offences 
from the Trafalgar Square investiga- 

on 


“It is a fairly mammoth task, 

“As far as we are concemed, five 

ople have been charged with of- — 
ences, four are on police bail which 
has been extended for one month and 
two have not been proceeded with. 

“We are continuing to make arrests 
and continuing to charge people 
wecks after the event.” 


affray. 
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@ Chas Loft = cleared of 


Murder hunt launched 
as gunshot victim dies 


Murder squad detectives say he 
Door chit weit pimena dows hie by RUSS was shot after icici ek a figh 
Dalston drinking club died in LAWRENCE between two Hope in the — has 
Homerton Hospital. ie oy a early hours 
Lee Abdul was shot twice in the Nonhwold Estate in Upper : i : 
repeat and leg at pies -blank range Clapton, si put under armed police The reid a gl ipe weft aaa 
outside Maksin's Club in Kingsland guard after the shooting because of ment Gulsitt bi si i ee 
High Street a fortnight ago. wees fer a another atiempt being made os inthe we y ua) Guaaaa! 
The 25-year-old victim, who on his life. 
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police photofit of a man sought In 
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connection with the murder of Daldey Hoondle. 








plead for calm 
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my CPOLICE have issued « “cool i:” plea to Asian shopkeepers 


Re 


who threatened 10 arm themselves with pistols and seq i- 
sia patrols after the murder of two aradere in Lowes Chis 


Seri cops had urgent meetings this week with 
mmunity leaders to reassure everything postible is 
being done to catch the murderers of Renji re and 

Batdey Hoondle, both gunned down during recent robberies, 

One shopkeeper revealed that just hours before Mr Icon 
dle was shot dead at the G and Ht Off Licence in Lower Clap- 
ton Rosd on July 22, « gang stormed into his newsagents 
and threatened 10 shoot him, 100 — but he didn’t bother to me- 
port the attack to police. 

: Terry Shah, who nuns City News in Clarence Road, said: 

Five youths filled their pockets with goods, punched me in 
the stomach, and threatened ta blow my head off if I moved. 

: an a tae run ibis shop I’ve been stabbed ser- 

ously Jour times. [ don't blame wanling to 

dfraddiell el I'd do the amet way i pwPrmens 

ce wi retenialives from the Stoke Newing- 

eke MihaP on ; ake Centre, the Hackney rea 
otialion, a eJa jami 

Stor a ecajamin Elias Synagogue in 

Supt Tom Williamson, from Hackney police Station, said: 
“Vigilante patrols are not the way forwatd: and will not be 
tupponed by community leaders. 

¢ have increased patrols in the Lower Clapton Road 
arca, and the two murder inquiries sre progressing weil," 

_ In the latest development in the Hoondle killing, detec- 
tives st and questioned more than 500 people at = road 
block in er Clapton Road last Sunday night, hoping to 
find someone who was driving past at the time of the shoot- 
ing. 


3. 8-40 


"One theory is that because the club is 
dark the gunman couldn't see that 
well and picked on him thinking he 
was the man he had been having the 
original argument with,” said the man 
leading the investigation, Dct Supt 
John Probert. 


Police have set vp a special inci- 
deni room and have taken statements 
from many of the 50 drinkers 
in the club at the agar 
they are appealing to others 
tes were there a have not 
been interviewed, to come for- 
ward, 

They also want to hear 
from people in Kingsland 
High Street: who heard the 

two shols of saw the gunman 
running away in the direction 
of Stoke Newington al 
around 
have issued a descrip- 
tion of the killer. He is de- 
senibed at black, 6ft tall, of 
medium build, in his mid- 
twenties with wet-look Alro- 
hair. 

He was wearing a while 
thirt, a string vest, grey trow- 
sera and brown shocs. 

Anyone with information 
should contact the Abdul inci- 
dent room (ic]: 488 7180}. 


Under arrest: K te Millson 


Poll tax battle hots 


up 


Hackney anti-poll tax campaigners are claiming a legal 
victory in their battle to defend protesters. But in 
Wandsworth, the bailiffs are getting ready to move in. 


JUDY HIRST reports. 


wo more of the protesters ar- 
T rested on the March 8 anti-poll 

tax demonstration outside 
Hackney Town Hall have been ac- 
quitted. Chas Loft, a student from 
Stamford Hill, has been cleared of the 
charge of affray, which could have 
meant a three year prison sentence. 
And Kate Millson, an unemployment 
centre worker who was charged with 
assaulting a police officer - and with 
an offence under Section 4 of the 
Public Order Act ~has had her 
name cleared 

Both demonstrators say that they 
received a lot of support from the 
Hackney Community Defence Asso- 
ciation (HCDA), which has been 
handling 31 of the 57 cases of people 
arrested on March 8. The HCDA has 
made a document containing a de- 
tailed analysis of the Hackney 
demonstration available to City Li- 
mits: its conclusions are highly critical 
of the police, the local council, and 
the official organisers of the pro- 
test. 

Between 4500-5000 people took 
part in the Hackney demonstration 
which, along with the one at Trafal: 
gar Square, has been officially classed 
as a ‘riot’. Fourteen out of the 26 


Ce 


a a 
Leen ee eee ————— ea 


cases that have come to court so ir 
have been found not guilty; 10 have 
been found guilty, and two bound 
over to kecp the peace. 

The HCDA says that these results 
show that ‘the police indiscriminately 
arrested’ some protesters, and 
‘the important role defence cam- 
paigns play in challenging the state's 
criminalisation of protest.’ According 
to the HCDA report, al! but one of 
the 57 demonstrators arrested were 
local people - despite police and 
media claims to the contrary. 

The Territorial Support Group is 
singled out in the report for display- 
ing ‘excessive police violence’, and 
conducting random arrests. Hack- 
ney’s Labour administration is also 
criticised for boarding up the town 
hall, and employing private secruity 
guards with dogs to patrol the build- 
ing. And the Hackney branch of the 
All-Britain Anti-Poll Tax Federation 
is slated for providing no adequate 
stewarding or legal back-up for the 
protesters — and for ‘refusing to stand 
side by side’ with those arrested. 

Kate Millson said Jast week that 
she was overjoyed at the result of her 
case, and is now contemplating legal 
action against the police for, amongst 
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a things, aici prosecution 
and false imprisonment: ‘I main- 
tained al] along that the police had 
produced the wrong arresting of- 
ficer,’ she told CL. “They totally 
contradicted themselves all the way 
along.’ 

Three of the four people charged 
with violent disorder, following the 
police raid on the homes of anti-poll 
tax protesters in Stamford Hill and 
Dalston in June, have had the charges 
against them dropped due to insuffi- 
cient evidence. A total of 11 people 
were arrested in ‘Operation Carna- 
by’, as the raid by at least 60 police 
officers was called. Two further raids 
have since taken place in the Stam- 
ford Hill area, resulting in two more 
people being arrested and charged 
with violent disorder. 

Nearly 200 people in Wandsworth 
have received bailiffs’ letters, after 
failing to pay their poll tax. The 
letters have been sent out by Mada- 
pans, a large firm of bailiffs that 
specialises in work for local authori- 
ties, Local anti-polf tax campaigners 
are considering various forms of 
defence — including invoking the an- 
cient ‘Statute of Marlborough (1267) 
~ to stop the bailiffs seizing poll tax 
debtors’ belongings. 

Islington Council is targetting local 
celebrities on its poll tax hit list. 
[slington North MP, Jeremy Corbyn, 
the borough’s mayor, and a number 
of local councillors are among those 
who can expect to be hauled before 
the courts this Autumn for being 
refuseniks. The council admits that 
local notables refusing to pay encour- 
ages many more to defy the law: by 
targetting them, the council intends 
to get across its message that it is 
serious about collecting the tax. 
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~ Keport says police must 
Share blame for poll tax rio 


VIOLENCE and rioting at the 
Hackney poll tax riot in March 
was the fault of both heavy-han- 
ded policing and the organisers 
of the demonstration, a new re- 
Bort has revealed. 

watchdog, the H. 5 
munity Defence Association GICDA), 
has published itz own investigation into 
the not, which caused hundreds of thou- 


The demonstration = aimed st council: 
bort who were meeling at II Town 
Hall in Mare Street 1m set the poll tax al 
mifiee ta mal 

oa 
end protesters. age 


by STEWART FOWLER 


Despate claims at the inne thal many 
of those arzestet were political agitstort 
fran outside the borough who intention- 
ally inflamed the crowd, FCDA found 
that only one of these erresied had an ad- 
dress outside Hackney. 

Om the causes of the violence, the re- 
port ays: “Undl BE.) 5pm the potice, with 
some mctable exceplions, thowed re- 
satel dealing pei pit 

were du ta 8 
of a both verbal and physical.” 

ut it goes ox to add: “Baceative 

Bee eee cumncae with Une te: 
of the Tactical Suppon Group. 
cog onwards tkirmithing took 
in the arca of the Town Elall, large- 

¥ ef a result of police brutality and ag- 


grentivencss,” 
But a Bra tole police whe come 
in for criticism in the report — demonitra- 


tore a on drink and drugs are also 
blamed for theis part in stirring up the 


And the organisers of the protesi, 
jisekaey Against the Poll Tax Federa: | 
tion {?! 7}, are blasted for Inadequate | 
proparations. i 

‘The report says; "The EAPTF did not | 
have any stewards at the demonaration 
who might have controlled the situation 
m the outset, of help people who might 
. eoea aaah in any violence . . nor did 

prepare any contingen 3 in 
readiness for Sorel uals Peal po 
Bee and demonstrators, 


=a failed even to have colicitor on 


No-one wat available fron HAPTF 
for comment on the claim. 


A Wackney police erman, Supt 


Tom Williamson, said: “We ave unaware | 


of the existence of this report,” 
















DETECTIVES hunting for the murderers 
are desperate to trace anyone who owns & 
had [ke the two pletured left. 


The first hat ~ 8 tren- 
dy “pillbor™ made of 
beige sucde with a multi- 
coloured patterned lop 
= was found next to the 
body of Mr Hoondle 


rae FS oe 


“ : 
ine haley ag 
a otek = Pe ol 


after he was shot In the head at potnt-blank 
range at his off-icence in Lower Clapton 
Road. 


Elimination 


One of the two ralders dropped the other 
hat In nearby Clarence Ruad as they fied 
fram the shop empty-handed, making thelr 
escape along Downs Road before disappear: 


Ing. 

i fa an expensive black and while firitlsh 
Kalghts designer-baseball cap, and It‘s 
hard to come by. 

Det Supt Harry Wilkins, Jeading the in- 
vesligatton from a spectal “murder suite” of 
PAPAL offices at Arbour Square pollce station la 

| Stepney, sad: “lt ln & process of efimina- 


“Vie have been In touch lth the disribe- 
tors, and tracked duwn most of ihe outlets 
aefitng these caps, bul we want penple to 
TL come forward who elther own one them- 

1 selves or have seen someone cise wearing 


= 
= 
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Wall of silence over’ 
shots oufside pub © 


THE Trail of Blood Mystery rounds Like the title of an Agathe 


Chriade whodunnit, but it hat 
tectives baffled. 
Four gun shows rang cut in 
Shacklewell, Lane, Dalston, 
Sundey 


Stoke Newingion’s real-lile de- 


“The blood could be the re- 
cull of the shots fired, but we 


on ni when po- can't even be cure of that. [i's fay yee i 
Lice arrived wai noting == hod the only way blood could 
beft bur s trail of blood. have been draws.” 
Detectives followed the There is no ettion that 
spots of blood from just out- the. pub had anything to do 


with the incident, he added, 


nearby Arcola Street where alto roling out any ruggestion 
amply dis of a fink with the murder of 
see Seles pe Let ces oe 
outs m's night nm nea 
Sculd throw any light Kingsland High Sirect tess [> Lb b 
Sake iiledithaahiad of tay acral etro OmDS 
Su ins R Willems is ices ru Deaiciaces POLICE who stumbled upon a cache of 
baffled, ile i “There rth ded: J nyone whe wants io petrol bomba believe ihey “ere made by 
only a few spots of blood and talk to me on the orai 8 RTOUp of Kids preparing for a gang 
we have reports of of }east =the station about this will be 
fous gunshols, but we haven't treated in the strictest confi- The bambs aie foend ce sh ahi 
Identified a victim or astai- dence." Phone him on O71 ha spb i rhe ey Street, Hax- 
=o ped: ‘The discpvery comes after weeks of ten- 
glon briween rival gangs In the area, and 


potice are convinced they were made by 
the youngsters. 


HG 


Cash reward by dead man's family 


Police show hats 


of Lower Clapton trader Balder Hoondle . 


= Fa oe 





clue to 


shopkeeper’s 


killers 


one.” The murder, just weeks afler sub- 
postmaricr Raofbhal Patel was also gun- 
med down at his shop fa Lower Ctapton 
Road, sparked outrage ameng the Aslan 
community. 


Mindless criminals 


And this week, Liord King, chalr of Hack- 
ney Council for Racial Equality, sald: “We 
call on the pollce to do everything porsible 
wlihin the law to bring the mindless criml- 
nals to justice and to reassure the Aslan 
community In East London that they will be 

protected.” 


A reward of £500 has been put op by the 
familly and friends of Me Hoondle for infur- 
mation leading to the consiction of his mur: 
derer. Anyone with Information should 
contact ihe Incident room on 071-488 6895, 


STAUUTHMNeHO0SONEONT#NENOGDICUONSY®ONCGDEDOEADNSDOCEONDUGTHNYAUUNOGTOLY PON ADUCEONGNNNEDOGDOCYOGTHNDNDESSQONNANRDEOUEOOETIO0NrQQUCHNOGHENEONEDTES 


made by kids’ 


But they insist there is no danger of 
ging warlare exploding and are certala 
the bumbs would never actually have 
bren used Ino fight. 

Det Sgt Pavl Prislips of Cily Road 
Hee cald: “We are currently Invesilgating 
claims that focal gangs are Ia ditpuie. 

“Hut we are nod taking ld all ihal ser- 
louily because we don’t think anything 
would have come of IL. We don't belleve 
the bumls vould have bern used." 


1O-%-90 


‘Racial 
motive to 


attack 


POLICE beileve on attack 

on a 40-year-old Jewlsh 

man In Sicke Newington 
Last Thursday wus racially 


| mot] rated. 


The victim was beckoned 
over and asked direcilons 
by one of iwo white men 
altting In a red car parked 
in Cazenove Road, Stoke 


NewIngton, 


When the vicile leaned 
in tu help he was sprayed in 
the face with a noxious 
spray before the pair drove 


The man suallered only 


| off towards Sismfurd Hill, 


‘slight injuries and did nat 


need (restnent. 





SHOPPERS couldn't 
belleve thelr syoe 
when these two moun- 
ted pollceman began 
chasing = suspecied 
thief through ithe 
acked crowds at Rid- 
y Road market, Del- 
sion — and then 
guiloped straight | 
the Indecr shopping 
cenisa of 
Crosal 
But smeazement 
turned io tcars when, 
heoves clatiering on 
the pollahed floor, 18- 
earald pollce horas 
hester silpped and 
= lell. Alter scesbbbting 
= about trying to gal up, 
= he gave one inst snort 
sand « baa and tay 
= absolutely s1 it, 
= Onlookers $= thought 
Zthe poor beset hed 
# drop ed dead from a 
£ heart attack, or at the 
very lenat brokon ble 
8 leg and would heve to 
goe pul down. And 
z when ble rider, Pe Al- 
g cherd Jervis, began 


Dalsicn 


snnaeneuenneutncaocnee cua atest tes nesses nez nrc 


Dopey Chester 
snoozes on duty! 


simply had eneum of 
tough pollce work and 
fancied forty winks! 
And where better to= 
take a nap than on s= 
cool floor in thee 
roomy alr-condl-= 
{laned, Indeor= 
shoppin cenisa? = 
Chester simply curled= 
up and [el last aslecp. = 
: “He He mate: ler = 
a ust lying there = 
snearlng,” sald Po Jar-= 
vis, who Is based at 
Bow police station. = 
“He's 8 bil of # charac: = 
ter, and ha's often fall- = 
en asleep an his feel= 
and then fallen over| = 
“With hindalghi, = 
supposs we shovid= 
have both dismounted = 
before we went in-= 
doors. Bul ihe avto-= 
matic docrs opened, = 
and in we went!" = 
Like tha mountles, = 
these coppars alweys 2 
gai thelr man. And the 
peily thief they chased 
and csught turned oul 
to be wanted for ser- 


E preeeing the horse lous Ilrearms of 
zB sharply mithe tlhe he = tences. 

= noerly provoked a riot Deney Chester, a ve = 
gzamong the enimal leran_ol the Wapping = 
= lavers, and Trelaiger Square = 
= But Chester was fer lots, auitered only 2 = 
a from dead, Alter werk- small cul In his fall, 2 
Zing up s swest chess and was back on duty = 
= Ing = thlel In the heat =the same day aller a vie = 
Zot the Wednesday alt from the vat and a = 
2 aliernoon sun, he had = bag full of epples. = 
SUELTODEVUTOU AUS AUON TUN RLSUNUONEOOOTONS DOG PUOGECONTAOSORSDUNAANOGUNODUGHPUTOON nUOt#NC1 Ih 
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shot trying to slop bank mob- bh 

bers from escaping with hatf-a- Sey 
million pounds in a hi-jocked 
security van has received 9 9 Sop 
bravery award from the East special presentsuon ceremony. 


recei 
aylor. 


ted Pe Christopher Green in the ke 
ee he blocked their geiaway wi 
r car. 


ein bery end all the cash was recovered. 
“He and hic wireless operator, Pe He: 





Drug dealers 
hit by police : 
crackdown 


POLICE have chalked up amazing (715 1 clear-up 


success in tackling drog dealers 3 
mUBEETS. after A crackdown on the ° 

sort of crimes that worry Te- 

= ell leone rate is a 


borough's bobbies arrested 96 drug dea- 


bec sa ee year for which figures SUCCESS story 
That’s an astounding 48-per-cent more ar- 
by STEWART FOWLER 






rests than the previous , when 65 dealers 

were caught, and ane tee four times 

_thel966 figure, when just 22 wern taken off 
the sects. 


ett s the 
It's the most successful year ever in the war speses fast, me 






bina? ot od be nal. 
- in particular, afraid 


' i bo walk out nf night alane. 
ret Fauabis ics ea appear 2M Alter lant year's success pap F Hackney's 
certed carpal to tackle have drawn up a new set of batUelines = 
When tenseas on the Ha Extate comm will have drug dealers and muggers flenly 
plained io police, the block was targe in their tights at the top of the lict. 
Palco nt rations an seven dealers Abusive behaviour 


But jis not just agilont drugs that police But oa well as thote two 4, priorities 
have celebrated sucorss. Their latest annual ree for (990 will Include targeting burglars, creck- 
port reveate that since 1986 the numbers of — ing-down on fights and alanive Ichaviour on 
mugging have dropped dramatically from the mtrects, impetwing mad safety, and encowre: 
1,046 10 709 last year. Yet arrests went op ging the victims of any racially motivated inci- 


They were among four Mack 
becca for their courage os 


Pr Green, sged 26, was shor chonity «= getaway car 
End's bop cop. afer security rears mex intuit” 

he ruthlesa shotgun bandits Blas: collecting cash from the Newington 
Green branch of Barclays Hank two | Green haw since mevnd to 1 


ted the four-man gang unlesding the  iclves and showed courage end tena- 


cath in a secluded alleyway nearby in city.” 


ViliLe! SIIUL Uy Heelwig ralaers aller SECUrily Vah robbery 


Award-winning cops 


A POLICE officer who wag mart Lehi salt wha wat aleo show al, Albion ee oe newericn 


aoees the 
verd, eng 


were never cough, 
Both officers were bared at City 


“They ignored the danger to them: 


CKNEY'S lop cops say there’s 
tees a “dramatic chong heart™ at 
the Town Hall, and a critical 
new council guide to the borough's 
police will not tempt them into 9 war 


of words. 

The relationship betecen 
flackney Counc] and the po 
lice har been extremely frosty 
in the past, bot both sides s2y 
Ss a 


6 

i and information bureaux, and the 

ere eras eriping references to the toys 
blue. 


in 
The glot ponte aimt to tl) members 

of the eblic bow Hackney’s police forcx is of- 

fa an _ they ri get in touch 
ve 6 problem. 

eee much of the infaimation comes fra 6 

siudy thas is eight years out of duc, avd mines 

whal om call "politically flavoured” com-= 

ith Juct. 

The book let gaye: “While Uip-service je paid 

to the value of foot petrols, in practice they re~ 

pealeadappeak pa qc alia yay ey 

cia bee: led lo the vinual breakdown of 
ii beal ryttern.” 

sacha There are only five Crime Preven- 

tion Cificers for the whole borou This mutt 

saiie doubts about how senousiy the police 

take the issue,” and also cays thal police do 


domestic violence seriously enon 
Poni Supt Niall Mulvihill, From Tiakecy 


_ Also receiving citations at the ape- 
0 fron ¢ police car scross | Gal ceremony were tea officers fron 
Assistant Commisloner Mi- the entrance tapping the gang, who 9 Sioke Newington wha risked their 
; ca openad fire, lives 1o arrest two gem thieves anmecd 
with a knife. 
aa ecto ig Gt 
Ins waiting = [cr'e 3 ings igh Street, 
Gileon & iy na f. 
They threatened 


ry jeweller 
Road police station at the lime bu Pe kitchen knife and sole rings, dla: 
mands and cash, 
7 ie und Pe Webb, oped 27 DAC i ik) and Pe John Conlon, 2, wen eae 
: ‘ 7) ; - ena, heel Tayl : on, 2, wert a 
ut hia herpic actions foiled the mob- dediGse'eell Car the otis a k peer by « pesser-by and 
captunng the robbers alicr a violent 
arn ; 





f 


\wily : | , 
ae 


with s 


gave chase 
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Police dismiss 


council 


pamphlet 


New relationship 
means knocking 
copy is a thing of 
the past they say 


by STEWART FOWLER 


in this borough that they have had to search 


back 10 many yeart to find somezhing 


wo bey. 

Council jt was meant to be @ 
agent end all” guide, snd that It was never 
their intention to cause offence. 


Common myth 


Council leader John McCalferty said: “It's 
& Omen mH that focal authorities like 
Hackney won'l have anything to do with the 
police. 


Pc John Conlon. Pr 


; 1 “Many of these matters a + Wi ited to 
fren 47 to 70, w itt fice salon, paict / . Bua i's jun not tru. ¢ are comm; 
Detectives believe that there are only a few Chiel Capt fel a dare from MMackney are nol sccurate phyent of police working closely with the police at ae 
cimaungnigmamgwaiemes Saitwhtatwer oie — jAmameimpsr teed mec. Sot iy mer nen cr 
a day & | ares, aicw arc i i i . 
can deamatically deereste the number of street Gentimced ious $990 wel Sal aniibes be, as date uudy, Chie! Supt Peter Twist, af Sicke 


Newington police station, added: “It isa mea = © wialence = particularly agsinet women = 


robberies each year. ever, concentrating our effons on the crimes ture of the success we have achieved end shore of hard drugs.” 


This is « difficult crime to clear up, since = which ere of concem to the public in [lack 
mugging: arc largely opponunist and leave ncy™ 





Police ahd protesters retulé report 6H tHe Hlght the bo 


Seren ¢ We were n ot 
to blame’ 


anti-poll tax riot that broke out at Hackney Town 
Hall tn March, 
alg vs police w. the [Hackney Community De: 
Pop cin si the of ike and long wat 
aull of both . icing and poor prepara: 
liana by the arpeniiess: Hackney Againn The Poll Tas Fe- 
Ilundreds of thousands of pounds worth of damage wae 
demonstrators 
Fifty-seven demonsirion were serested Town Hall. Alter the event we placed | 
by STEWART FOWLER for olfences ranging from thefi and criminal two separate adverts in the Gasetie E ling 
damage to grievour bodily haan and affray. ced hatred - mda piven ee 
jon that Brian Dehus, for B Againet the Pol} meh ave actively involved in | 
‘plage percep dong, Siy pencaieel Tan Federation, taid: “With our slender re. lobbica at reveral cours and pritonu. We alto 
way. esl pe se hp Bee ene eee ce etal ek thewssacres 
“They showed forbearance and discipline ricung Place, : - 
in the face of physical and verbal abuse over Be re ela Connene ty sriggi As oe cbpabery icicles imganising the ie 
i dofthe restriintand «= eciation five mowhs to re this repo, «gest ever civil disobedience campaign this 
eh aginst ed ape loved petro but we had only two weeks lo organise whal Sone ae Beene le (pel ran ace 
rare tome i 








scale ried, 












merry etm coon wh ee Ga 

zi a -_evering.” : at probably sol alastic hid: na bad memory.” 
Murdered shopkeeper’s 
‘family back in business 





ve 
Vardip Hoondle, 20, is back a work behind 
counter of the GAH Of Liance in Lower 


Hordip's next contamers docin'i bother him. 
Wah his 


ge cree ms Mn Ese ered cheb ie bereaved 
mer what my father would have wanted, 
Hack despite what h 
I ing publicly for 


think they should be put intwde prison for life 
for what they've done lo tne and my family 
They ve laken someone's life. and once 
ee ee ne ae 


The mundes spatked uproar among the | 


frightened Asiag community, and police 
moved farl io cool down emotions afler scared 


threstened to srm themtel 
SE pha 5 ver | 


unt for protection. 
atch anti 


Now police have tei up o . 
cee ele conan re me 4inden in | 


the Lower Cl Road, afer it was revealed 
thai one 9 erper walled over 25 minutes 
fe help te artive wher making a 999 call 


Traders have been given a accret hovine 


fumber which connects them intianily to a | 
tquad at Slackney pulice nation in the ever of | 
trouble 


And they've sgreed to lake port in « “Cap: 


: | 
cade” acheme, f tomrone cumecs into their F 


thep using tlolen ercdit cards of on a sicaling 


. the we at lead treo other 4 th 
a yr lo warn them. bse f op 
i 


each phone another two hope, until everyune | 3 


in aware of the protlenn, 


Come Prevention Officer Peter [lshbichae 


pad The it an carly wemmsmg system, and » 


c iran 
arc confident 4 will et down on crime in the @ The latest 





putice photofit picture wt 


1 npg i . < 
a ie 1 
= at af he a 


two men Man: 





arta ted In connevtlos whith the murder of Haldes loonie, 


HG [#- 8-90 
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4] SEVEN policemen have been paid 
4 £250,000 in wages white suspended 
= 4 from duty for three years accused of 
1 beating up a man in a Hackney pub. 
wg = The seven officers from City Road. ice 

Sq sation are accused of beating up Gary Stretch 

[oq outside the Limes Pub, in Hackney Road, in 
"554 = Now a police expert has sla dth . 

Sf dures which leave the Stretch pase tical sed al. 
4 most three years after the incident. 

§ = -Brian Hilliard, editor of the police industry 
magazine, The Police Review, put the delays 
down to “gross inefficiency” and called for an 


overhaul of the wa people can lai 
about the police. . a uae 


J “This is an immense amount of time,” said 
Mr Hiltiard, “The Police Complaints Author- 
ity would like complaints to be dealt with 


Suspended police 
got £250,000 wages 


by MARTIN TALBOT 
ng » but that is often not pos- 


_ But three years is simply gross ineffi- 
ciency. It also adds to the feeling of mistrust 
many members of the public have for the com- 
plaints mechanism,” he said. 

The estimated total of £250,000 in salary 
paid out to the officers is calculated from their 
average salary, he said, although it could be 
higher with special allowances on top. 

_ The officers have been suspended since the 
incident end when their disciplinary hearing 
came up in April they forced a judicial review, 












ase 


Gplinary hearing to go ahead and bring an end 
to his misery. 

Gary Stretch’s solicitor, Raju Batt, con- 
demned the lengthy delays, but added: "Even 
if the delays were sorted out we still would not 
have an acceptable system — the delays are 
simply a symptom of a greater rot within the 
system. 

“That rot arises from the fact that police offi- 
cers investigate themselves. Until we have an 
independent investigation of complaints 
against police officers there will be no confi- 
dence in the system.” 

A Scotland Yard esperson could not 
confirm the £250,000 figure. “There are some- 


Call for crackdown 
on vice girl menace 


TOUGH new laws and stiffer 
penalties to drive poe 
off the streets are being de- 
manded by Hackney’s 
watchdog group after 
of complaints from local! resi- 
dents, | 

A plea for something to be done to 
lackle the vice in Stamford 
Hill's red-light district was made 
again at the meeting of Hackney’s Po- 


lice 


It follows repeated deputations 
from tenants’ associations and con- 
cemed residents who live in of around 
the Amburst Park area. 

They have formed themselves into 
the Amhurst Park Action Group repre- 
senting flatblocka at Ambhurst Court, 
Cambridge Court, Goodridge House, 
Joreph Court, Pu Lea Cour and Sa- 
muel Lewis Trust buildings as well as 
homes in Bergholt Crescent, Hillside 
Road, Hursidene Gardens and North- 
dene Gardens. 

Stoke Newington's top cop, Chief 
a Peter Twist, has already met 

ith the pressure group and a further 
meeting to look al ways to combat the 
problem will be held on September 3 
when local councillors and other offi- 
cials will attend. 


“L have deployed extra officers dur- 
ing these hot summer evenings when 
prostitution is rife,” he told the police 
consnitative group. , 

“We do attach a great sense of prior- 
ity to this vexatious problem. I have 
sent out a record number of letters to 
kerb crawlers, but it’s an intractable 

* problem and for every prostitute arres- 
ted another takes their place.” 

The sex-fos-sale trade fied also 
brought the associated problem of 
drug dealing, ssid Maurice Owen of 
the North London Council of Christ- 
ians and Jews, 

He warned that many people who 
hed lived in the area for years were 
now moving out of the borough. 

Tory councillor, Joe Lobensicin, 
said what was needed was new legisla- 
tion to give the police more powers to 
deal with the problém and tougher, 
more punitive action from the courts. 

“The police have no real powers,” 

he said. “They bring a prostitute to 
the magistrates’ court where , are 
fined £25, which for them is a busi- 
ness expense, then they are back on! 
the streets the following evening to 
get money to pay off the fine.” 
ap 
¢ 


See ee ee 

@ Pollce question a girl in the red light 

to keep a prostitute in custody all 
thoul : 


He suggested the group should 


d night be introduced,” he ad- 

as Mie wo jai a eye to a “and magistrates iets given 

cdisn lows: wider scope to im rger fines or 
“Tougher laws like allowing police other punishments” 


HG 24-¥-4O 





claiming it was too long since the incid times problems in getting the evidence 10 com- 

them tobe discipined lea cae ally” he sak. “But the problem 
Now Mr Stretch is awaiting a date for the ju- Take: Polen Gas saan cond gheeaal 

dicial review which could finally allow the dis- peck aol ts Authority was not 


Vice girls 
crackdown 
success 


VICE glris In the bor- 
ough could be fecling a 
bit shortchanged after 
Stoke Newington pallce 
cefchbrated one of their 
most successful years 
ever In the crackdown 
on prostitution, 

olice arrested a re- 
cord number of women 
sor sorsteee offences In 
1989, according to the 
[atest figures available 
and just published in 
the annual report of 
Stoke Newington police 
station. 

More than 650 prosti- 
tutes were arrested com- 
parce to 225 the year 

cfore, and another 449 
were cautioned. 

And thelr cllents 
didn't get away scot- 
free either — 60 received 
summonses, and 161 
were sent letters to 
thelr homes warning 
that kerb-crawling is 
against the law. 

But It’s not only the 
vice squad who had a 
good year. Arrests for 
all categories of crime 
Were up 46 per cent and 
the number of crimes 
solved was 36 per cent 
more than last year, 

There was one sour 
note though — only one 
In five offences was 
cleared up. 


Chief Supt Peter Twist 
the courts were largely ineffective in 
their sentencing of prostitutes, but 
said what was necded was a multi- 


agency approach to the problem. 


reed that 
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Council and police . 


relationship is vital 


TWAS amazed to read the Gazette's story about the 
council"s new practical guide to the local police and 
F ahaiseant oud ziti in 

e rt was highly misleading in its 
of both the purpose and content of the publication. 
The purpose of the guide is ¢o outline, as a public 
service, what the police and the council respectively 
do and do not do on policing and crime prevention 
issues, 

The booklet consists of 36 pages closely packed 
with useful information and phone numbers with 

ractical steps to follow when dealing with racial 

rassment, domestic violence, and cahee problems 
car as obscene phone calls, noisy neighbours and 
traffic. 

In doing this, the council is clarifying a genuine 
confusion about which agency to approach with 
which problem. Your report portrayed thi handy re- 
ference booklet as a retrogressive step in coun- 
cil/police relations. Nothing could be further from 
the truth; the book docs highlight areas of concem, 
as any good consumer guide would, but this is a far 
ery from “sniping references”. 

ere concems were voiced, this was based on 
the views of Hackney residents at our round-the-bor: 
hg meetings on policing and crime prevention, 
and major police-sponsored research backed 
Ve policcit own Woolf-Ollins repon of 1988. 
0 take just one example, your it suggests 
that we say local police do not take estic vio- 
lence seriously. In fact, representatives of the coun- 
cil have visited and been very impressed by the 
facilities available locally. We have lisised frequent- 
ly with the police's excellent domestic violence offi- 


cers. 

_ leis vital for local people that the council and po- 
lice achieve a constructive working relationship. 
Certainly, local le have seen the value of the 
booklet, and following its initial distribution there 
have been requests for hundreds of copies. -CLLR 
JOHN McCAFFERTY, LEADER OF HACK. 
NEY COUNCIL. 


Anti-police attitude 


was no myth . 


CLLR John serie ab the leader of Hackney 
Council, is reported to have said (Gazette, August 
17) that “it is a common myth that local authonties 


iam glad that John is now planning to generate a 
new and positive policy towards the police, and 
trust that he will carry his party with him in an ef- 
fort to fight the high crime level and ote law 
and order in the borough. - CLLR JOE LOBEN- 
STEIN, LEADER, CONSERVATIVE OPPOSI- 


‘Ti 


itrayal i 






like Hackney won't have anything to do with the po- | 


lice. But it's just not true...” 


A myth? Surely Cllr McCafferty remembers the _ 


positive anti-police campaign which his en- 
erated when it establis as police mean in 
19827 Let me remind him that at the first meeting of 
that committee, a member of his own patty asked 
whether the police commander had been invited 16 
attend, wh the then chairman said that if the 
commenter wants to attend, he can sit in the public 
gallery. 

Clir McCafferty may also remember the instruc- 
tions which went out to council staff that they may 
have no contact with the police unless they have the 
consent of a chief officer or a committee an. 

And the Colin Roach s2ga7 ; 





TEENAGE fteamin 8, Fane in Stam- 
erent victims 


ON GROUP, HACKNEY COUNCIL. 


See Sa ks 
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open Carl Bridgewater case __ 





-Murder sentence > 
man’s wife in bike 
marathon bid 


THE DEVOTED wife of a man 
convicted for the murder of teen- 
age newspaper boy Carl Bridge- 
water in 1978 is to cycle 300 
miles to draw attention to her 
Claims that he is innocent. 
Theresa Robinson, 37, of Farleigh 
Road, Stoke Newington, was working as 
a solicitor's clerk when she met and fell 
in love with her future husband, Jim. 
Convinced of his innocence, they mar- 
tied behind bars two years ago at the top 
eurey ptison of Gartree in Leicester- 


Controversy has long surrounded the 
murder case, which involved the cold; 
blooded shooting of youngster Carl 
Bridgewater when he interrupted a bur- 

lary while delivering newspapers at 
Sen Tree Farm in Staffordshire. 

All four defendants — Jim Robinson, 
Vincent and Michael Hickey, and Pat 
Molloy — protested their innocence, but 
were found guilty of the killing. The 
Court of Appeal, in the longest appeal in 
British criminal history, upheld the con- 
victions. 

Now Theresa and her friend, Ann 


Whelan, the mother of Michae! Hickey, . 


are going to cycle to cach prison where 
the defendants are held as part of their 
campaign to demand an independent pub- 
lic inquiry into the convictions. 

They are also demanding an 


by STEWART FOWLER 
investigation into all cases involving the 


West Midlands Serious Crimes Squad, 
which was disbanded last year after alle- 
gations of corruption, and who originally 
quizzed the four men over the murder. 

“It's important to kecp this case in the 
public eye,” said Theresa. “We want to 
see these convictions quashed, and we 
have new evidence we will be presenting 
to the Home Office next month. 

“Just imagine how Jim feels after 12 
long years in prison, knowing he is inno- 
cent. 


“He hes hed a very difficult time - 
when he first arrived, razor blades were 
left in his cell as a message for him to 
commit suicide. 

“Now, he is treated well by warders 
and prisoners alike, who believe that he 
was not responsible for the murder.” 

When the two women eventually ar- 
rive back in London, they will take a let- 
ter to the Home Secretary, David 
Waddington, detailing their new appeal. 

They say that # signed confession to 
the killing by co-defendant Pst Molloy, 
we died in prison, was mostly fabrica- 


An expert on specch patterns will give 
evidence that the maj A of the caidas: 
sion ~ which Mr Molloy laicr retracted — 
was dictated to him by someone else, 
and is not inhis own words. 


Teenage steaming g 





ang In triple attack 


man, from the Stamford Hill Estate, was him of a packet of cigarettes and his bus 








ford Hill attacked thres of her watch near the Pizza Hut ss. Police believe the gang had spilled 

within the space of an hour last Friday in Stamford Hill Broadway at 10.30pm. Le from a nearby Soniniealy se 

ni ‘ Then # 30-year-old woman who got Det Con Steve Bainbridge of Stoke 
© gang of about 20 male and female © off a bus near Northfield Road was at- Newington police said: “These were 

ay cael Ih 14 to 16 terrorised pas- tacked and kicked to the ground after she very nasty atlacks, 

sers-by, ki a Sor thumping them be- _ refused to let go of her pong Anyone who saw anything in relation 

fore stealing valuables. The gang then jumped on a bus and at- to this groups of youth: should contact 

in the first attack a 22-year-ald wo- tacked a 5 ‘year-old man before robbing me at the cib on 488 7271." 


Have-a-go policeman felled by muggers : 


A RETIRED policeman from Mauritius ended 
up with head injuries when he tackled a ae of 


robbers who tried to mug his friend, in 
Street, Dalsion, on Satu 


{ The ex-bobby, 68, who is staying lemporari- 
ly in London, chased the pair after they tried 


to rip the gold chain from the neck of his 42- 
year-old female friend from Bedfordshire at 


about rely 

Hut he had to be taken to Homerton Hospi- 
tal after the robbers grabbed a piece of- wood 
and hit him around the head. 
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@ Devoted wife Theresa Robinson — 
planning bike marathon.. 


Arrests at right-wing 





election meeting 


SIX men were arrested as 
mounted police bruke up 
sculfics between rival 
roups at a by-election meet- 
ng called by the right-wing 
British National Party, 
Fights started as a cor- 
don of police marched 150 
suppirters of the HNP past 
100 rival anti-racist demon- 
strators outside Weavers 
Ficld School, Weasers 
Field, Bethnal Green, on 
Wednesday evening. 
A British Telecom enpin- 


ecr from Bethnal Green 
was the only local man ar- 
rested. He was charged 
with threatening language. 

A 21-year-old plea 
worker from Sunderlan 
wasalso charged with thres- 
tening language, Others ar- 
rested gave addresses in 
Hillingdon, Kent and Peck- 
ham 


Next Thursday's by-elce- 
tion is due to the death of 
Tower Hamlets’ Liberal lea- 
der GrendaCollins. _, 
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e Ile wasa 
model 

policeman, 

a total 

professional. 
lis loss is § 

a tragedy 

-~ Chief Supt 

Niall Mutviaill 
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THIS simple, touching note tied to a 
wreath in memory of murdered Pc 
Laurence Brown echoes the feelings of 


every decent person in Hackney. 
It marks the spot where , — 
the City Road copper was 
| gunned down in the car 
ark of Orwell Court in 
Pownall Road, Haggerston. 
Now grieving tenants have 
} set up a fund to care for his 
four-month-old daughter 
Emma who will grow u 
without ever knowing her 
father. 
It’s to show a shocked ; 
Britain that ae nSy might . 
| be poor, violent, an 
crumbling — but it still has a _ a 
heart of gold. @ Pc Laurence Brown 
Appeal organiser, former mayor Betty Shanks, said: 
“There is immense sorrow and grief that this traged 
happened here. We want that poor child and her widowed 
min thar to know that we all care deeply, and will do 
everything we can to help in their hour of need.” 
Donations can be sent to: Emma Brown Appeal, Freepost N16 
| 8BR. 
Tinckney’s top cop, Chief Supt Niall Mulvihill, ssid: “Pe Brown 
wae ee ee policeman, a total professional, and hie loge ie a 
tragedy.” 
@ K athortal service takes place today (Friday) at 12 noon 
ze lls outside Orwell Court. 
i a Pe | 


® Former mayor Belt: ‘Shanks, who has organised an appeal for Pc Brown's @ THE KILLING FIELBD=A FULL EPORT AND 
aye a floral tribute at the scene of the shooting. PICTURE: RAY MOH E PICTU RES ARE ON b 3, io raeseone ia 



























Police break up hunger strike 


POLICE broke-up a hunger strike by 35 have been given one year's leave to re- 
of Hackney’s Kurdish refugees protesting — maln. 
at the government's refusal to allow As palltical prisoners they would be en- 
wives and children inte the country. tltled to bring thelr wives and children 
The hunger strike outside the Hume Of- Into the cauniry. Bul that right, atong 
fice In Queen Anne's Gate, Kensington, with other privileges, ts belng denied, 
ended last Friday after seven days of Transiator Esen Usio who works at the 
fasthng. Halkest Centre, Stoke Newington Road, 
Police said there were loo many pratest-  tuld the Gazette: “Police broke up the 
ors outside the government bulldings so hunger strike because they said there 
the strike would have ta stop, were too many cemonstraturs there. Dei 
The protestors Med ta Hackney In May — It reached Its larpet in making the public 
last ycar as a wave of 2,700 refugees ex- aware of the sltuatlon, 
caplng torture In south-eastern Turkey, “We will conflnue to pressure the 
The Home Office refuses to pive them Home Office to get the familles brought 
political prisoner status. Instead they here,” he sald, 


He} 31-9-940 
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Reward doubled ing ¢ Widow’s stabbing 
postmaster killing ¢? shocks neighbours 


oe @ Hackney Gazeite, June 15. 











@ Hackney Gazeiie, June &, 
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Pc Brown’s murder 
1s the fourth in 
Hackney since June 


1 EVEN by Hackney's bloody standards, the murder of 
defenceless Pc Laurence Brown was beyond the pale. 

But when the 27-ycar-old constable collapsed dying on the cold, con- 
crete floor of a nondescript car park oulside Orwell Court in Pownall | 
Road, Hagrerston, it was the fourth brutal killing in the borough in little 
more than two months. 

Like the conscientious Cay Road copper, sub-post matier Racjibhai Pate] and off licence 
owner Baldev Hloondle were only doing their fobt when they were gunned down during at- 

robberics at their shops in Lowes Clapton Road, Lower Clapron. 


tempted 
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@ Murdered: 
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ement ting to offer the man who broke 
mtg her flat in Sycamore Coun, ene cle 
Holly Street Exstare, Dalston. Fle took it, of 
course, but it wasn't enough to stop him 
| stabbing her to death. 
e Their killers are sero sal pla ares 
© streeis oF go to b, ing 

} same, timple pleasures they have denied 
is Victotis forever. 
Someone must know who these men are. 
| Vioterd death is ameity business, and scene- 
one must have been there when they came 
home covered in bloodstzins. 

But so far no-one in Elackney is telling, 
and the silence reinforces the fear thal ori- 
nary residents fec] every single dey. Many 
women, and particulscly the elderly, are 
now frigh Io go out alone in case they 
become yet another statistic in the bor- 


STEWART FOWLER 


Hackney Gazetic brings a catalogue of 
anned sobbenca with guns and knives, vi- 





cious tapes of B gitls and old women, 
fighta involving broken bottles, and a lot 


more herkdca. 
There is no dowht that violent crime is on 
ral mah in ei eerlat taut Chief su 
wlvihill, Ela "s , said: 
"Inevitably, when race Baia of 
serious crimes in @ shor period of time 
people are wortied sbaut public safety. 
"| wand to reassure them that their local 


Man, 20, 
charged 
with murder 
and stealing 
shotguns 
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@ Mordertd Pe Laurence Brewn with hig wife Janet and fowr-manth-old daughter 


‘Things will never 


police will continue to strive lo make the 

















| : 3 h's henrific soll call of crime. sirects of Hackney a safer . It can at 

e tl } e al } | e a al i l ie depraved rape tat week of afrailEO- times be a very amkward face tn police, AN UNEMPLOYED 20- 
r-old pensioner in the stairwell of her but it is blessed with an abundance of sens: year-old man has been 
Sane dtl as of ate in Stamford ible, level- ice officers who doa charged wlth the murder 

FRIENDS and colleagues are united in their praise for the dedicated Red 2 casual glonce at eny iamue of the (UPCiP Jab on behalf of the people who live uf PC Laurence Brown. 
P sho z likely to be put forward for a pasihumous bravery award. se aby fab pet le ok al = 
everyone who knew him, be hed heen & ri s tod Faker I handeatied tn» detective 
policeman at both City Rosd and Hack- ; nga | at Old Street Magisirates' 

+ 9 A sata stailons for nine years, meet Court on Wednesday, 
nown te everyone as Larry, hls death nen He Is alse accused of 
| tg 


has shocked the borough's hard-acied Fp 7 — Cm: x" - i 
cops, fils devastated family — wife Janet, Bowe ea . a a. 
27, and baby Emma, whe was born just : . | = +; 
four months age — are being comforted 
by officers from City Road. 

Pe Jim Harding, who shared the ame 
rellef ns the murdered man and was a 
lose friend for many years, sald: “We'll 


stealing four shotgons, an 
air rifie and ciher pba 


@ ty during a burglary in 
Enfickl. © oa 


; Wearing jeans and a 

4 muli)-coloured T-shirt, be 
] Waa remanded In custody 
J untill Wednesday, Septem- 


A 






do all Asha ia ne ¢ famity, by being | ber 26, ai aru by 
isere w cy us, proseculor Carl Holmes, 
“Other en here are sickened by Alan Strachen, defend- 


the shooilng and deeply distressed. He 
was Tawch foved and well thoeght of, and 
he had a lovely sense of humour. 


Professionalism 


“When something tke this happens, it 
mokes os al] that Jiile bid more wary of 
the people we are dealing with. Things 
Hy never be the mame again withosl 


Chief Supt Niall Mulyihiit, of Hackney 


| ing, made no application 
for bail, but 5 biti for le- 
el aid, which was gran- 
t 
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E: RAY COLLD iS, —— 5 
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PICTUR 
“I saw him die — he never 
* a chance’ god 


@ Police officers gather at the scene of the murder. 


Police back call for 
capital punishment 
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ke also knew Pe Brown per- 
ponally and paid tribaie to his professie- 
palisn and courage. 

“He was o model police offker, some- 
ene [ ret proae to have on my division,” 
he cald, “He was well known and high! 
poreiar at bath police staiions and his 

be a tragedy for us all. 
“haley 0 capable and, above all, 
constlen e was an officer whe al- 
ir gare 106 per cen.” 

enants of Orwell Court hare fald 
wreaths at the where he dled and 
are mounting a night-time vigil by candle- 
Bight ln his memory. 

Sally Cliffe, 3, whe lives Jost yards 
from where the constable was guaned 
down, sald: “I cried when I heard about 
it, f was oo opoeet. Ji's a dreadful thing te 


ha 

“Erecreee here feels 20 terribly, terri. 
bly sorry for that poor man and his faml- 
Oy = we'd Ike the wife and baby io have 
we hare them In our hearts.” 


THE FIRST anyone knew of the tragic shoot. 
ing of Pe Laurence Brown was when the loud 
blast of a sawn-off shotgun echoed round Or- 
well Court. 

Ele was responding to a radio message thal some- 
One had been spotted trying lo break into & car in 
the early hours of Tucadsy moming. 

Fle was ches in the chest at point-blank range 
with a sewn-off shotgun afies aphtiing up from cal 
leagues Pe Peter Townsend Wee Fions McDo- 
mald to search the area, 

. Jean Troy, 60, lives just fect from where PC 
Brown cull in a pool of blood, She had been 
sitting in a chair reading because she coukin't geri to 
Heep that night, and the noise of the her 
fon to the front door. “] saw that scion bay etal 
shall never forget hia fece,” she seid. 

i “[ mn out with a pillow as he lay there because | 
couldn't Bear in sec hia head on the cold stone Aoor 
His two colleagues were in teats as they tried to 
flop the eee and feel for a pulse. He was barely 
allve and couldn's speak, but they kept repeating 


‘Larry, Latty’ over and over to him. 

“tle never ataud a chance. I stnod there feeling sb- 
soluicly helplets, thinking what kind of animal can 
Se that to sanebody7?* 

Police reinforcements flooded inte the arca and 


detained a man nearby withoui o mruggle. Two shot- 
una were Later fished from the Gast Union Canal 
a police underwater search team. 





HANGING should be brought back as a deterrent for 
would-be murderers, says the Police Federation in 
the wake of PCcLaurence Brown's killing. 

A Federation spokesman said: “We firmly belicve that 
the death sentence chould be made available to the courts 
fos the offence of munder and thal it wouk! have a deterrent 
effect. We alto want to sec the gun laws tightened up, ta 
make ii more difficult for criminals to get hold of weapon. 

“At the mement the sit is on proving why a person 
shouldn't be allowes! rap hie a ern fe rather ian aby 
they should. ft secma to cary for criminals ta get hold of 0 
pn.” 


But, despite the shooting, meat pulice officers still do not 
want to be armed, “That would jutt excalate the use of guns 
by the criminal community,” said the Federation spukesper- 
son. “Police carrying weapons could provoke criminals into 
using their guns in times of panic of stress. 

“If an armed criminal goes out lo commit a crime, he 
obviourly imends to ercape afterwards. Hf trapped, pore 
would threaten to use the gun and others would actually use 
it. Our police officers are the envy of the world because 
they dim‘t carry guna and we wand 1 to slay thal way.” 


HG Si- 3°40 


10} 


Action group aims 
to combat attacks 


on Jewish targets 


EWISH radicals are to launch a 
‘ampaign against antisemitism 
ind racism that will become:a self- 
lefence and vigilante force if re- 
ent attacks continue. 

The move has been condemned 
y the Board of Deputics of Brit- 
sh Jews, however, and further 
lighlights the growing divisions 
vithin the 350,000-strong Jewish 
ommunity over how to respond 
o anti-Semitism. - 

Since May, there have been in- 
reasing attacks on buildings and 
reople. Cemeteries and syna- 
‘ogues have been vandalised in 
iorth London, Manchester and 
eds, and a Holocaust memorial 
laubed with swastikas and the 
vords “Jew Scum”, 

Jewish Action against Racism 
nd Fascism will be launched in 
Ictober, Its founders, drawn from 
ewish centre-left and left-wing 
ganisations, have been meeting 
hroughout the summer. It is one 
if the initiatives being discussed 
¥ younger Jews and is indicative 
if a mood of growing militancy. 
ewish. Action’s programme is 
kely to lead to a confrontation 
‘ith community leaders. 

David King, one of the 
rganisers and a member of the 
ewish Socialist Group, said: “The 
titial aim is to mobilise the Jew- 
sh community against anti- 
emitism, JARF wilt be as broad- 





By Adam LeBor 





based as possible and we aim to: 


get the board to take anti-Semi- 
tism. more seriously and be more 
open about what's going on, They 
have a defence committee but it 
doesn’t seem to do anything visi- 
ble.” 

Mr King said that Jewish Action 
would not be a strect-fighting org- 
anisation but would concentrate 
on organising long-term local self- 
defence work in areas where at- 
tacks were taking place. 

“TE the situation deteriorates, 
and there is a significant increase 
in the dumber of attacks on indi- 
vidual Jews and premises, we will 
organise self-defence patrols on a 
local basis by the people under 
threat. They are needed now in 
Stamford Hill, But the Jewish 
community cannot defend itself 
on its own and needs to make links 
with other ethnic minorities.” 

Jewish Action could forge a 
new alliance between sections of 
the Jewish left and the strict Or- 
thodox community, which is also 
not affiliated to the Board of Dep- 
uttes, but for religious rather than 
political reasons. Stamford Hill, in 
north London, home to 12,000 
strictly orthodox and Hasidic Jews 
has recently been the scene of vio- 
lence and vandalism. 





The traditionally passive Hasi- 
dim, recognisable because of their 
distinctive dress, have long been 
potential targets. But now they 
are drawing on the experiences of 
co-religionisis in New York and 
there have been reports of physi- 
cal confrontation. At least one re- 
ligiows leader is calling for the 
community to make citizens’ ar- 
rests of attackers, 

Rabbi Herschel Gluck said: 
“AH we want is freedom of move- 
nent, and the ability to get on 
with our business without the fear 
of being mugged and beaten. The 
messape to the authorities ts 
please get something done to stop 
this needless fear and hetpless- 
ness, because if you don't you will 
leave us with no alternative than 
to do it ourselves. The British le: 
gal system includes the idea of citi- 
zens’ arrest and we believe in the 
principles of British law.” 

Searchiight magazine, Which in- 
vestigates the far right, said Nazis 
and a newly-established British 
section of the Ku-Klux-Klan were 
responsible for many of the at- 
tacks. “These are not kids, or 
drunks, but organised hard-line 
Nazis. They are redoubling their 
attacks, which are focusing on the 
Jewish community. The events in 
eastern Europe have given a tre- 
mendous impetus to fascist groups 
in western Europe.” 

The Board of Deputies, which 
has been accused of under-playing 
anti-Semitism, believes there is no 
increase in anti-Semitism, just an 
increase in anti-Semitic incidents, 
atid no need for a new self-de- 
fence initiative. 

Raymond Kalman, chairman of 
the defence committee, who car- 
lier thts week formed part of a 
board delegation which met David 
Waddington, the Home Secretary, 
said: “Self-defence in Stamford 


Hill is pure fiction, an idea in the = 


minds of a small number of frus- 
trated Jews who feel nobody is do- 
ing anything for them. The people 
talking about this are not involved 
in defence or security. 


linQePenn ut 


“They are not |pecpetee ta 
spend their Saturday morning 
Standing in front of a synagogue, 
but when someone chucks a brick 
through a window they get ex- 
cited.” Contacts with other ethnic 
minorities were taking place, Mr 
Kalman said. “Any respectable 
representative is always welcome 
to discuss things with us.” 

There are, however, dissenting 
voices within the board. A com- 
mittee member, Professor Geof- 
frey Alderman, said: “Having a 
chat with the Home Secretary is 
very nice but things have gone be- 
yond that stage. There needs to be 
more co-operation between Jews 
and Blacks and Muslims.” 


The communal leadership 
should draw on the American ex- 
perience of combating anti-Semi- 
tism, Professor Alderman said, 
“The board has cold-shouldered 
visitors from mainstream Ameti- 
can self-defence organisations like 
the B'nai B'rith anti-defamation 
league. People should not take the 
law into their own hands but with 
physical attacks there has to be a 
degree of self-help. JARF could 
be a good idea and I wouldn't con- 
ey the organisation out of 

an ba 


Police on rampage after | 
death of colleague 


HACKNEY police 
Officers were ac- 
cuscd of “going on a 
rampage” in the 
aftermath of the kill- 
ing of PC Lawrence 
Brown last week. 

A Dalston family 
home was attacked by 
some 40) officers who 
removed five pcopic 
from the house before 
releasing the last of 
them some fourteen 
hours latcr without 
pressing any charecs 
whatsoever. . : 

The five included 
two brothers and their 
sistcr, resident in the 
house, and two family 
friends who were visit- 
me. 

A member of the 
family, which will not 
be identified, says the 
police knocked on the 
door at approximatcly 
19.00am fast Tucsday. 
“They told me to open 
the door or clse they 
would use their siledge- 
hammers to break it 
down,” said one family 
member. 

As the police 
swarmed inside the 
house they wamed all 
present that they were 
being arrested in con- 


der of PC Brown. 

The sixteen year-old 
female member of the 
group fs the only onc 
who rccogniscd any- 
thing faintly resemb- 
ling an apology on 
being released at 
approximatcly 7.00pm 
that cvcning 

In addition the tami- 
fv rciurned home to 
find that their doe had 
been straneled. The 
pet had been threatc- 
ned carticr after biting 
onc of the marauding 
police officers. 

Onc of the brothers 
claims he has suffered 
scrious harassment 
from Hackney police 
officers over the past 
two years and belicvcs 
this latest attack was 
initiated against his 
family as a part of this 
campaign of abuse. 

The mother of the 
three residents re- 
turned home fatcr that 
day to find her house 
sansaked, following 
the police’s fruitless 
scarch for firearms and 
weapons, and her chil- 
dren pone. 

“We are forced to 
Stay with relatives now 
because we no longcr 
fecl safe in the house,” 


* petctiont owith thie! rare aya! gags ee Foy | 


The family ts deter- 
minced to pursue civil 
action. 

Chicf Supt Mulvihill 
told Caribbean Times 
he was unable to com- 
tnent on the matter as 
it was the subject of a 
formal complaint and 
as such was now sub- 
judicc. 

The Hackney Com- 
munity Defence Asso- 
ciation (HICDA) con- 
demned the action as 
heavy-handed. “The 
fact that a police offic- 
cr has been killed 


CARIB REAN 


should not give officers 
carte blanche to simply 
trampic on the rights 
of innocent pcoplc,” 
said an ICDA spokes- 
person. 

@ A man who was 
arrested within onc 
hour of PC Brown's 
killing has been re- 
manded in custody to 
help the police with 
their inquitics, Two 
shotguns werc rct- 
rieved from the Re- 
ecnts Canal on Tucs- 
day morning by police 


‘divers 


TimeS 


4.4. 90 
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Assault claim after raid 


VIKRAM DODD reports on a Hackney family’s charge 


of police harassment 


forty armed police raided a 
9 family home in Hackney follow- 
ing the shooting of a police 
officer last week. The family allege 
assault against the Met and may sue, 
saying they are so scared that they 
want to be rehoused and will not 
sleep in the house. The mother told 


CL: ‘The police have ruined my life. | 


I haven't been able to eat since the 
raid.’ 

PC Laurence Brown was murdered 
at around 2.30 am on Aug 28. A man 
later charged with the offence was 
arrested half an hour afterwards. 
Police raided the house in Dalston 
Lane at 10 am. Five people were 
arrested and held for up to 13 hours 
before being released without charge. 


The family do not wish to be 
named. 

Asleep inside the house at the time 
were two brothers aged 18 and 19, 
their 16-year-old sister and two 
friends. The mother told CL: ‘I had 
just popped out to make a phone call. 
I came home to find such a scene. I 
felt so helpless. I felt so scared. We 
didn’t even know that a policeman 
had been shot.’ 

The family say they offered no 
resistance, and that officers were vio- 
lent and abusive. The 18-year-old 
youth said: ‘I was handcuffed so 
tightly that the nerves in my wrist 
were crushed. My hands are now 
numb. A policeman told me I was 
being arrested for murder.’ His 


CatY cimits 
@-4-40 


brother says officers banged a door in 
his face, leaving him with blurred 
vision and a lump on his eye. His 
sister said: ‘I was asleep and woke to 
find a policewoman pinning me 
down. I just heard screams.’ 

The officers killed one of the fa- 
mily’s two dogs after it bit an officer. 
The family say the police have offered 
no explanation as to why they raided 
the house. Scotland Yard has con- 
firmed that the raid took place, but 
will not comment on the family’s 
allegations. 

Graham Smith, for the Hackney 
Community Defence Association, 
said: ‘There seems to be no logic te 
the raid. There was nothing to link 
them to the death of the police of- 
ficer. Why have this raid after arrest- 
ing someone in connection with the 
crime?’ 

The police had no warrant for the 
raid, but under the Police and Cri- 
minal Evidence Act they can search a 
house on ‘reasonable grounds’. 
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Ivilrdaered Fc: tenants want 
change-of-name tribute 


GRIEVING tenants om the eotale 
ehere Pe Louresce Brown was mur: 
dered are cating for the mame of the 
Nats te be changed la tribute te hls 
Tetmory, 

Reddenis of Orwell Court, in Pow. 
wall Road, Haggertton, want the 
flats to be renamed Laerence Brown 
House as a lasting reminder of the 
City Road copper, gunned down tas 
week os he answered 3 rewilne call 
about an aticingpted car ihel, 

‘The 27-;rar-old constable, whose 
wife had ig birth te a baby dangh- 
fer Just four manthe cariler; aca 
ekhia minutes of belng shot ia the 
chest at polat-bisnk range wiih s 


mava-off Eun. 


His family, (reads and colles 
from Hackney, City Reed and Stoke 





Newington police stations were all af 
the special proper service held bast 
Friday ot the alle of the shecting. 
Het residents of the Mathlock wnat 
a ptrmanent reminder of the brave 


copper. 

Ex-Hachney mayor Hetty Shanks, 
who has organteed a fund io care for 
the Bereaved wife and baby, sald: 
“li‘s what the tenania bere want, 
and we're determined to do It. 

“]i would ba a fliting trlbsie to dis 
memory and, alikough we realise |i 
could take « long line to ge theoegh 
the prcetta Wted, we're con 
pene we'll ert the go-ahead.” 

Ischaes's top » Chief Supt 
Nisil Muls}niti, sald: “thie la ty phat 
of the warmth and generosity of the 
people of this localliy. Bath myself 


aad my cellesgues weald feel 
henowredt If thit happened and I’m 
sore the council wil leek upon the 
suggestion favourably, 

“I irl ihe aspeout re 

Vd achney p fo the ira. 

ic death of fe Urry rows 

Kt tremendous comfort te hl 
family." 

A spokesperson for Itachney 
Council promlerd: “If the ienante ap. 
Prosch ws with thit request, we oli 
give H every consideration.” 

Aq laqucd inte Pe Arewn's death 
wad epened ond adjawrned ai Poplar 
Coroner's Court on Wednentay, 

Se far the Emma Brown Appeal 
has ralsed more than £2,000, 

@ Mourners pap thelr respects = see 
pare 5. 





Bid to bust dru 
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UNDERCOVER cops have 
revealed a growing } pro- 
blem in East End and 


Bri de pret 
will be handing out leaflets 
ed and achools ofl over 
Bethzal Globe Town and Spi- 
talficlds giving details of a ecnfiden- 
tia) 24-hour antagtone for enyone 
be #4 users, dealers of parcnia who 

worried abgut d 


@ Clos : Detective pecace Bihan Moore 
e to lean, munered policenun , 

daughtes is hogged by her mother Jenci at a special memorial servict: a told the Gazetec: "Since March we 
the psc of the kilting. Phate courtesy The San newspaper. sae been Med oe Lilet 
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Association fearni just how Stoke 
Newington pollos sre Vetening to thelr 


probleme. 
After a full tour of the brand new! 
Supernick, the visitors Inspected the 


siailon’a ¥ own minicom, which 
puts the deal in touch with the local 


eo : ' 
Fie eysiem uses s keyboard isle 
phone, which deaf people can use to 
call the polloe from thelr homes, 
Thelr message Immediztely sppears 
on @ screen In the etallon’s control 
room where olficere can reply to thelr, 


can, 

Unda Weoll, her mum Dorothy Haber- 
ro and son Tyron are all pleiured took- 
Ing af the syelem wilh Chief 
Superintendant Peter Twlsi cece belt}, 
A ragls Drew Ie eliting st eontrel 

B 


Deat group tin 
photies are on the tight Ilnes 


C3 


7,5 


d that pollee 


a drogs problem and, if so, what size 
is. 
"Informaiion and arrests have bed 


menace 


ledge thet deal and hard-ol-hearing 
people are jusl oe entitied ta police sar- 
vicea as re Ae elae, bul Lrequenily 
find tt dilfleutt io make coniect. 

“We hope deat people wherever th 
ore will be eble ta use this minicom al- 
ther to contact this stetton, or ia re- 
ques! sasisiance which we can pose 
on te any one of the 76 coniral roome 


nother pollos slations throughout Lon- 


Pat ei erecuilys director af 
the Jewish Gest Association, sald: 
“This wil glve deal pecple a lot more 
oonfidence, 

“Now they know 1 can call the 
lice on the il ete event of La 
emergency.” 

The minicom number le 071 923 
au, 


Chie Supt Twiat aaid: “We acknow: 





be sci on a full time lear to iy 19 
potas of drugs affecting the 


arts. . 
“Wa have been seizing everything 
from apnlynaay re) gee ee s 
all quantities al 
dnageile droga like iso or ackd 
andnoceck 
“The problem affects the whole 


The is no more dengeroas 
Bhi reget jobs ony officer in 


wxclorm may fece going ebaut bis oF 

fee uty from day a0-40y,~ Dect Insp 
The Push Out Drags line is opea 

now on OT 408 5280. 

@ Piciored right: drvg syaad 

Vince Napotiiane = ont to crac 

the growing éreg preblem. 
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Date fixed for police 
assault case hearing 


“VEN polleemen suspended for three 
Pata fur Sitegelly beating “p Cary Saretch 
<ehll finatty appear in Frent of & dieiplinary 
fearing tw Uktober. 

Thelr claim that tow thuch lime hea goat 
by dace the inchient to allow fur 2 Sale tear- 
Ing wat Ihrown ont In the fiigh Court last 


Friday. 
ustice Topplewall decided thal they wert 

“i walng the reper procedpre and veri 
out ihe ob] mw afier hearing tee days 
nidrace, 

The officers, whe are all based at Cliy 
Road police statlon, will only be able te com- 

laln aboul the delay ence the aaa ores 
hearing ls over. 14 will mow tart on October 


L 
By then H will be fvo pears 11 months 
eich was allegedly bealen “Pp 
pat Limes pub in Hackney Read, ba 
eee caeiiere all comsiables, were 
suspended from duty ealy dara ofier the la- 
client and have sul worked Bact. 
Gary Stretch told tha Gazelle: ‘t'm 20 re 
tleved we've finally gol a dale set, bul J 
don't thiak 1 belleve It until the hearing 


HG, 


ciually startle. I'm alee really nervess 
roles E lll don't knew whal fo etpect. 
Gary's fatter Eddie added: “We are very 
pleased the officers are guing to facr the mus 
sic. But swch a fot of tere bas pone & -li's 
now almost three years alnce ibis BH hap- 


pened.” 
Sollclion Wale Hatt sald: “This ts pond 
pews, becaure it means the alficcrs are 
fo bare in answer fur thelr behaviour. 
Bart hare no (Hovlons shout the dlscipll- 
nary hearing. We ailli have a battle, wot 
ealy with ihe lbenno the wey the 
will be con 
heer Miretch wlll be cross-examined by 8 
barrister despite hating no represrnta 
of his own ducing the bearing, he ssid. : 
Chief Superintendent Niall Musial, 
Hackney Follce, sald: “The disciplinary tri 
bunal will new be reconrened and | hope 
the maiier will be resolved soon after: 
4 acon the officers on on while 
the Police Complalais Authority enBected 
evidence pgalast them oad then set 
discip hearing hat cool ever 
fn wogrt, the Garetle revealed lad month. 


$-4- 40 








las 





gotten: 


oultners pay thelr respects to Larry Brow WHo Was | 


Tears flow for 





shot policeman 


TEARS flowed freely at the open-air 
memorial service for the municred Cit 
Road bobby, Pe Laurence Brown, wit 
his widow and young daughter among the 
many mourners, 

At row row of sombre, uniformed police- 
men from al] over London stood silently mouming a 
Jost colleague, wife lanct end four-month-old Enma 
were comforted by relatives and friends. 

The 27-year-old mum — whose fairytale romance 
with Po Hrown began when they were chil 
ewectheartt = broke down and wepi at the service! 
euniintied. 

But she was nbviowrly moved by the wuching 
mesiaget Wied to the wreaths st the spol where her’ 
husband was killed, in a car park by Orwell Court if - 
Pownall Road, Iloggersion. 

And her bewildered baby, too young to realise 
she will never know her father, managed s smite 
when children [rom the estate h a giant. 


while toy er 
Hundreds of tocal folk were also there, to thow' 
the bereaved family tha EY still has a heart. 
They repretented the silent majority in the borough, 
shocked thal someone who wat there to protect 





them could be down in cold blood. 
Pentioner Milly Karla, 83, came in hee wheel- 
ghais to the service. “The police otk their lives for 
all of us,” she said, “and I'm here 
spect for a local copper who was only doing his 


Tleads bowed in prayer, many of ta co cricd 
openly as the Bishop af Stepney, Jim cn, 
took the service. 


“The police live in the midit of cvll in out socie: 
ty,” he said. “They al! know that one day they may 
have to stop rormeone who draws 8 gun of a knife to 
kill, This ic a great burden we ask them to carry for 
re 


“But they are human beings = tomeuna's hus- 
band, wife, faiher, mother, tom, or daughter = and 
mp bea the anme feelings as the ret of us.” 

es Brown, the murdered policoman's father, 
said thank-you lo the eof Mackney for sharing 
the grief aref foss the family felt. 

“This was a tonal Wibute to Laurence,” he 
said, “and it L hone to ut how deeply com- 
bien strangers there our grief. Being with you today 

our way of showing appreciation for all you have 
“God bless you for your kindness.” 
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* The Nishop of Stepney, Hm Thompson, 
pers foe. 


forts the family of Pe Larry Brown after the memortat 











© Ex-Ilackney « 
murdered consiable, 


® Police from al over London gathered to pray In memory of their colleague. 


Police chief 
ays tribute to 
se 3 


Watchdog group questions ‘different attitude’ 


TENANTS from Orwell Coun who down. HCDA claim that the speed with 
beld a carcdiclit vigil for two days be- A spokerperson for the police = which the police reacted 16 catch Pe 
fore the memorial service did so pant- = wat a Hackney Commins = Brown's killes compares unlavourab- 
ly because they feared gangs of yobs = ity Defence Association, ssid: “It ly with the fact thal no-one has been 
would goes without saying that we offer 


steal, trample, of destroy the caught for the thopkeeper murders 
wreaths and floral tributes, our condolences to the family of the Se Lower Cloyon Read 


And some focal po- shot constable, bul there is a stark = * “Afuntess should be investigated 
lice reaction to the ric would = difference in attitudes tothe death of = with equal detennination.” 

bave been far different if it a Pc and the death of a person in po- But Hsckney’s top cop, Chief 
been a policeman that was gunned — lice custody. Supa Niall Mulvihill, reacted angrily 


Murder hunt 


te the accutalion. 

“AU murders are investigated in a 
diligent snd comprchensive fashion, 
and that is without exception,” he 
ri. 

“]f the comments atiributed to the 
FICDA are scaurate then they are oul- 
Tegeour and ex insensitive in 
their timing. | refute totally what is 
being suggested.” 
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AS you will know, in the colleagues to 


early hotrs of the 


ry"s 
continue lo sure the 
Oo 









Bahia ehcaak — Mg'ten m tert Letter to the Editor ncely 
Rood lice, Stig Oveenhcaingereree police hit me, 


Time to get tough with thugs 


forming police duties 


in Hackney. 


natlons and gi are 
coming in ae ] 


claims youth 





Patulaggeenterinas:  Sgesmtncrsepzeme | EASIER wo dork fee pepe ac Sh wa rte oe eee | ct ne me 

i = rintendent Mulvihill “reassur- e comforts wou ¢ knowledge : : 

tered by tha iragte loss “i ere ones: ing” us thal the police will continue to something restiztic is being done to nop “etal was Sa Rosh et ceed the 
of such a fine man and meantime, would wish | Hove to make the streets of Hackney “a other women becoming policemen‘s wi- carder of tel arry Brown fast week. = 
cere ntey haf fo tban the ergs | raed Se Te Ret fom Tice ae oil lng the eof Pe age lwo na we x 
those whe are suffer- number of anonymous er thee soviet pallizscn fel : Brown an animal. But the biggest rats are ted and a dog killed test Tuesday efter sbout 


ing most at this time 
hare been comforted 
by the wonderful e2- 


conirlbutors many of 








dre him. 
The truth of the matter js that all Jlack- 
ney police do in this borough fs stumble 


through trying 10 cope. Nobody, including 

pressions of iserpe F weelee dedica- | me, can help but admire the indvidual cop: 
eg iad we ted to public service | Pet tring to manage in this area. My grie- 
Hack and those privileged to | Yance it with the police hicrarchy. They sit 
The spontaneous words ls in = | krighthoods and reassuring people who are 
aed gestures from so N. G. MULVIHI getting knifed and mugged that we haven't 







meny different quar- - | got much to about, 

ters have serred to re sur HACKNEY We don't real a hear the commissioner 

inforce the AND ROAD of police telling us what a great policeman 

determination of Lar- LICE STATIONS. Pc Brown wer, We want him telling Judges 
10 drop dead when they sentence thugs lo 


Words: Stewart Fowler 


Pictuites: Hay ore) [Hats | 













kist-end-cuddle sentences. We want to hear 
him tell ministers to get fost when vel 
him will not a placea tike Hlack- 
ney to have sufficient numbers of police- 


men. 
The test thing Mra Brown needs ia cash. 








those who helped him. Those who allowed 
four thotguns to be stolen as easy ag nick- 
ing «© Mars bar. Those who nurture and cre- 
ate these thugs by condoning their thuggery 
by pathetic sentencing, Those in partiamem 
whose only motivation is ego and wealth. 
Those in whe ; 


ackncy. 

Mey incerest wish io that when Mn 
Brown [eels better, she will core w Hack- 
ncy lo meet the people, We did care for her 
husband and we'll care ebout his replace. 


reeset, 

We ore described a9 the “poor borough”. 
Without a doult, we are that much ponrer 
by losing Larry. God bicas his wife and Lit- 
tle we ter, — TOM BENFIELD, HACK 
NEY (FULL ADDRESS SUPPLIED), 






40 police caided the home in Dalston Lane, 
just 100 yarda from i] police station - 
and that officcra told one [8-year-old he was 
being arrested! in connection with Pc Brown's 
murder = five hours after a man was arrested. 

Nels pa 18 and 19, theirs 16- 
old sister and two family friends were for 
op to 14 hours at Hackney police station be- 
fore being released without charge, they tay. 

One of the brothers, 18, claims he had a 
door benged in his face and hie friend, 16, 

_ Says he was pinned to the Moor and punched. 
Bash claim they have been berasscd by police 
over the lest four years. 

When the young sister was released afler 10 
hours, she claims thet an officer apologised 
and ssid they had picked on “the wrong 
people af the wrong time.” 

The family plan to sue the police. The mo- 
thes, who retumecd from tatking to a neighbour 
to find tha raid In peogrese, cald: “li's 
frightening. We've no clue at all why they 
came here, that’s the biggest shock of i. 

Graham Smith, of Hackney Community De- 
fence Associalion, said: “The {uct that s police 
offices has been killed doesn't give tha police 


carte blanche to do what they wank” 
Chief Niall Mulvihill, of Hackney po- 
convplait apainnt the police and Wy thevefor 
a I ore 
being investigated by independent officers 
from outside the division.” 


106 


















red pensioner died instantly 














latest person to be killed in.a road smash 
speed chase. 
ote was on re way ny Folkestone for a fa- 
ily day out at the seaside with Douglas, 41, : 
and his wife Gay, 43, when the police car by STEWART FOWLER Ma or’ S W i n 
ploughed into the side of their Vauxhall Caval- y cd ine 
Twelve people, including one policeman, and onio the opposite carriageway from the 
the marked police car had its | t k 
the time of the collision. a est attac S 
Douglas, who suffered whi- 
thing about the accident at | two other Asian traders were shot dead. 
thing I do recall is waking up | Vankawala at his shop in Mare Street on nday aftemoon as 
stone for a day oul. My mo- — Homerton Hospital after being knifed four times in the back as 


A HACKNEY pensioner has become the 
involving a police car engaged in a high- 
May Bartlett, 77, of Manor Road, Stoke Newington, : “= 
was a back seat passenger in-a car driven by her son 
Douglas on Sunday when the accident happened. 3 , , 2 : 
ier as it chased a suspect vehicle in Enficld.: after being hurled through the rear window 
were killed in similar smashes in London last ¢ f | if hy f 
oe the rolagripee which figures arc available. a Polcercanen iene an immediate in- O po Ice a. ter 
E w ite: ai vestigation into the smash, but stressed that 
siren on and lights flashing at 
“I don’t hold a gnidge 
against the police for the 
dcath of my mother,” said Of Asians 
pias nek injuries in the 
crash. “ "ve Bc if- 5 : 
ficult jobtodo, © =A MANIAC knifeman brutally stabbed two Asian 
I can’t remember any- shopkeepers this weck in the “murder mile” where 
all, it's a blank. The first | Hackney police are treating the subbing of chemist Ilyas 
a * " . 
a hospital having X-rays ta- ‘attempted murder, and they are linking it with another stabbing 
Saiah ; two days later on a newsagent in ncarby Well Sturect. 
€ were going to Folke- | The 32-year-old pharmacist is in a serious condition in 
ther was a bit of a tomboy well as suffering face and chest wounds. 
and very lively for a woman Mr Vankawala was stabbed in a frenzied attack when he ré- 
of 77! fused to hand over money. 


Detectives believe the 





May Bartlett and 
dein happler times. 






er son Douglas enjoy aday at the seis 


Mrs Bartlett’ spent most 
weekends with her son. 

A friend and neighbour at 
her block of flats in Manor 
Road, Marion Crawford, 62, 
said: “Douglas was her lifc, 
and she always looked for- 
ward to secing him. 

“She was a lovely, happy- 
go-lucky person.” 


same man slashed the face of 
newsagent Kantila) Choulan, 
44, after robbing his shop in 
Well Street on Wednesday 
afternoon. ; 

The two latest attacks have 
causcd further alarm among 
the Asian community in the 
arca afier the shootings of 
shopkeepers Raogibhai Patel 

_ and Baldev oondle. 
-*Fed up’ 

Ilackney Mayor, Cite Shu- 
ja Shaikh, responded to the” 

“new attacks by waming po- 
lice: “ Phe people of Hackney 
arc fed uyy with the long de- 
lays in catching criminals and 
bringing them to justice. The 

lice ’s crcdtbilily is at stake. 

hey need to show they are 
capable of winning the war 
agai! pertonal violence ” 

Chief Supt Niall Mutvehill, 
of Ilackncy Police, claimed 
they were doing all they 
could to prevent such attacks. 
“Other than have a police offi- 
ctr at every shop in Hackney 
we can't do much more,” he 
said. 

The knifeman was a .6ft- 
tall West Indian aged about 
20. He had a moustache and 
may have wom a brown Ieca- 
ther jacket. Phone the inci- 
dent room with = any 
information on 071-488 6536 

or 073-790 1568. 


lOF 





@ Above, colleagues from Cit 


Road police siation carry the cof- : , crowds spilled oul into the street. 

fin from the church, “Rieht, ihe bill Hockey's ten Saye ar Among the many wreaths and 
wreath from tenants of Orwell the ‘murdered policemen’ “ime, floral inbutes was one in the 
Court, Haggerston. ish sense of humour” and added, 2087S. OF a policeman’s helmes, 


F 


lia wife Janet, holding baby 
dau Emma, wept quietly as 
the funeral service took place = st 
the tame church where the chikd- 
hood sweethearts were maried 
an tix years ago, 

Heading the police honour 
guard were Pe Peter Townsend 
ard Eerie KicDenatd, the 
iwo City coppen who were 
with apd Brown when he wast 

a 


ator. 

They fought back tezrs as 
reer ne Se 
which was draped in ¢ 
ftan Police Mag with » wieuhad 
rel and white roset and 9 mow 


The Rev Roger Gaylor, the 
mame vicar whi married the 
in told Janet: “Love 

# not been defeatecd by this tra: 
gedy. It Eves on no mattes what.” 


» haunt Ilackney. 


white teddy bear All the police top brase were 

The ooh n hari of hope a “HEF, inchuding Mat Commirsio- 
atime of deapeic— wee a geaalbye me Sir Pever intent, in receigni- 
gilt tren baliy [imma to a father (tte of the “oltimare eactiticve” a 
the hed handly known, police officer is sometimes askeal 


sacrifice’ 


respects to police 
constable Larry Brown 


“Larry erp or there hah only 

one way £ = and 
that was the right way 

“Fle waa a man of principle 

who never Minched from his re: 

. sponsibility, whether as hushand, 

father, son, [riend of police offi- 


ed ; : and mother who just weeks apo 
ia in ng ae es ie a pest rr. lis memory & asanine = had everything 10 live for. [ler aie 
Court in Pownall oad, Hagget: aparaizon to we all 


Six colleagues [mm City Road 
police station acted at pall-beas- 
ert, carrying the coffin to the cand- 
Iclit shar in a grim reminder of 
the violence end barhacily thai 


to make in the line of duty. 

Not all the hundreds of mou: 
ners who came to pay their last te: 
Specia to the murdered constable 
could fit into the church and 


bought specall the gnicvin 
lenanta of Orcell’ thease They 
arte trying to have the Mata re- 
nam 


off to a private cremation, the 
crowds dispersed = cach with 
theiz own thoughts, to theit own 
hames, their own jobs. 

Bat the lonelicat person of alll 
was Janet, a Z?-ycar-old wilow 


be the same again. 


|The ‘ultimate 


TT 1 










MURDERED Pc Laurence : , oes 3 
Filly mr a reneehae Mourners pay their last tee toa) McDonald 
oars owned, whe were wiih 


Laurence Brown when 


be wag shot. 












@ Janet Brown and baby Emma are the mar- 


in the constable’s memory. b 
dered pottceman’s father. 


As the fuacral cortege drove 





Put people first — not 
material possessions 


| A FORTNIGHT ago I] attended the memer- 


jal service for Pe Larry Brown, who was 
gunned dean in Pownall Road, Hackney 

The simple, but moving service was 
held in the open air, alongside Orwell 
Court estate on the very spot where he died 
in a poal of bload. 

Led by the Bishop of Stepney, aticn 

the family end many senior policemen, 
i ee hove all! a Shence for lo- 
cal people to show their respects. | 

Like everyone else, [ war horrified ta 


| hear of this shooting, coming 19 soon aller 


the death by anned robbers of Raojihhai Ps- 
tel and Baldev Ioondle at theis shops on 
the Lower Cl Road, With the aab- 
bing of Doreen Vaux on the notorious Elal- 

Jy Surect cotave, this is the fourth murdef 

tlackney since June. * 
hh is difficult to imagine actually killing 
person. Some le do it for re- 


snother 
| venge or in # jealous rage. Bin what makes 
1 tomecone gun down ancther human wr. 


ahaa ar a ring. ha eae 
s or just becuse are ca 
Healing a car? " 
Films, television and home videos are of- 
ven saturated with killing and bruulity. 
Young people brought up on a diet of these 
things may pt, be desensitized to the 
reality of killing’ and must, to & greater or 
lesser extent, absorb an ethos where vio- 
lence and killing ds the mark of real man, 
We also Iive is a soctety which elevates 
the self and immediate personal gratifica- 
lion ebown any renee of community of obli- 
gallon 10 other people. There ane young 
men on the streets of Hackney who valuc 
themuelves and their friends not by their 


) achievements: at school or work or wheiher 





tween brutal 
fence. And Hackney has some of the most 
brutal poverty in the sountry 


must be something in 
dividual which will make one man a killer 
and ancthes — brought up in the same: strect 
and the tame society — never consides it, 


must also have a bearing on 
lent crime. 


ELPmort children they may have 
rel as by haw einem! the trainert 


on their feed are, 


They atc motivated by exactly the same 


thing as the three top businessmen who | 
reeenity wenl to pri 
alfaie = the epiru of the Thaicher decade = 
sheer greed. 


priton over the Guinness 


There it obviously a relationship be- 


erty and crime and vite | 


Fut, as well as all of these things, there 
the make-up of an ut: 


The availability of guns mutt contribute 


to 6 rise in armed criminals, The man 
charged with murdering Pc Laurence 
Brown tiole four shotguns and an sir-rifle 
ina robbery. 


No doubt the real owner of the gimt was | 
rfectly respectable, bul would somconc | 
suburban Enfield nead ve guns? Pri | 


vale ownership af firearme should be much |] 
more severely limited. 


The titing ude of hand drugs in Elackney 
it rise in vio- 


Far too easy to get 
guns in Hackney 


LIKE other residents of the Queensbridge area, we 
were extremely sad to hear of the killing of Pc Brown 
in our pei thood, Such a desth is the more dis- 
resting when the victim is sameane who is acting in 
the service on our behalf, 
this is the third such fatal thocting in Hackney in re- 
cent montht, aah ete pew ae it is far loo snes 
21 hold of gune . Eve whow 
fevcives vervin tha = wheter fb ead 
on a bus, g the street, or going out to ihe pud- 
lic on nig salia’ like ociees or heal workers = ia 
Gk ior rae bs] ber of 
must be unaccepiable to every mem our 
community thai pe who serve the public should 
now have to carry the additional bunden of this very 
real threat in their day-to-day lives. We as & commun- 
ity must wholchnateny coudiren Gls rise in violence. 
In the end, ay tee ore $ or less tafe, life be- 
comes more difficutt for everybody. 

We ecatend all cur tympathy to the families and 
friends of the victims of these three shootings. — A. 
WILKINSON, CHAIR, QUEENSBRIDGE LA- 
BOUR PARTY. 


Support for the police 


radia gral able fret raed 
dexth of Po Lautence Brown, | would like to sey 
*thank you" to all the le of every colour and cih- 
nic origin who end gave us residenis of Pow- 
pall Road theirs time and stpport and who, like us, 
needed lo express their shock and grief. 


percentage of decent poop 
and value our policemen and 
have a good relationship with them. — AL ALA 
DELL, ORWELL COURT, POWNALL ROAD, 
HAGGERSTON. 


HG 
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Shops put 
on alert 


POLICE ors warning shop- 
j keepers againtt belng fried 
by a gang of tricknert, * 
ling a heavily nant wo 
man, after a epate of thefts, 

The four-strong gang, all 
described a1 of Arsbie appear. 
ance, go inta s shop together 
and, while one distracts the as- 
sistam’) by pretending be 
needs help and can't speak 
Engtith, another mnatches 
money from the till. 

They tiruck twice Test 
Thursday aftemoon and got 
away with £150 frown Nosling- 
ton Chemist, Aroadway Mar- 
het. And they trie? the same 
con in Spar supermarket, 
Westgate Street, Hackney, 


tt wele thrown out of Lhe 
hehe By eilitietoad ba 
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Snide re 


THE murders of Pe Laurence of 
Brown, Raojibhal Patel, Baldev 
| Hoondle 


told the rest of the country that 
Hackney is violent as well as 


poor, 

But does anyone outtide Hack 
care? Really care, t mean? ud 

The media have done their bit in 
theiz usual fashion, The cameraa have 
been and gone and 
ten that the tra 
oday and tomorow there sre new 
stones for them and Jlackney has ta be 
lefi to its own devices and iis residents 
will, ra everyone honer, continue to 


| Por the media, Hackney fn a teres 

Wl shrickin headlines — MURDER, 
RIOTS, FRAUD — behind which there 
ithe thought end no enalysis. The 
rést of Firitsin nees Flackney a1 a volea- 
no eve? bkely to erupt, But, a8 every: 
‘knows, you can't do anything 
aboul volcanoes, The conventional wis- 
po ia thal our problems ave insolu- 


Meanwhile, there are grieving wi- 
dows, distraught families, frightened 
a lot of pain and 8 mountain 


Tenants scared to rename 
flats after 
murdered Pc 


FRIGHTENED tenants of Orwell House, where City Road copper Laurence 
Brown was shot, have given the thumbs down to plans to rename the block of 
flats in memory of the murdered policeman. 





marks, 


poverty and crime. Thote who 
Suggest thal there might be a link be- 
ween same of these factors acc ditmis- 
sed at being tofi in the head. Why? 
Sir Peter Imben, the Commissioner 
for the Meiropoliian Police, held a 
press conference to mourn the murder 
of PCcBrown. Perhaps that war all he 
could do minutes afier hearing of the 
monrtrous deed. Bul now, rome weeks 
on, I'd like to see Sir Peter hold an- 


Doreen Vaus have 


how they"ve Jor- 
ies ever occurred, “EE press conference. 
At it he should tefl us that he’s 
going to pul more potice snd more ef- 
on uito crime prevention in Hackney 


where crime raics age al a stapgcring 
and unacceptably high level. Clear-up 
Fates are uneccepiably tow, ff Sir Peter 
needa more moncy from the Home Of: 
fice to do thir, then he thould say so 
publicly at the press conference. 

And then there's the government 
which preaches law and order and pre- 
tides over record disorder and law 
breaking. Of late, government Mini- 
itert have taken to snecring at Hlack- 
ney. In this regard | was appatted 
recently in read in the Gazette of an al- 
lack on Hackney and its people by the 





Secretary of State for the Environ- 





please! 


ment, Chria Patten MP. Ye seemed to ff 
ar tuggesting that s uechney 3 

ory in our Fic and that som 
“sour own Fault. i 

Patten alto scemed oblivious to the 
fact that it was hls department thai ff 
eruelly tagged us “Britain's poorest | 
borough” at the same lime as it was de- 
priving ua of the £100 million in rac 
support grant. And, God forgive him, 
Patten ja the government Minister re- 
sponsible for the hated poll tax which 
ts pea 40 many local [zmilies. 

I say to Patien and to other gover 
ment Ministers: sneering at thot in ad: | 
verity doesn't help. And Fak him to 
hold a press conference in pea an- 
nouncing that the government it al 
long Jatt prepared to pul more re 
sources into the borcugh. 

Aa for the resi of wt, we sheoald net 
only shed teats for the aout of Hack 
pa we should ect angry and demanil ff 
e¢t+or. 























A door-to-door canvas of tenants at Pownall 
Road, Hoggerston, found hist one out of 78 in 
favour of the idtca, with residenu: fearful the e1- 


tate would become 2 target 
refi gi yous and van- 


But top film director Mi- 
chael Winner -— maker of the 
Death Wish films and foun- 
der of the Police Memorial 
Trost = seya he will cit] go 
ahead with hit own plans io 
erect a monument on the site. 

The Trust haa built similar 
memorials to musdered po- 
lice officers in the past, and 
none have been auacked, 

*{ don't wanl 10 contradict 
the tenants,” he says, “be- 
cause they live there and 
know what k's like. Bui 1 
find it hard to believe that if 
the block wae renamed it 
kart be additionally vands- 


“We have found that the 
fear of vandalism is far great: 
eg than the actuality, and even 


ave, Baruch, secreiry of 
the estaic’s tenants” associa: 
tion, tays: “We are etitl bs fa- 
vour of plaque 
in tribute instead, and we will 
be asking Michact Winner for 
heip end advice. 

“The reatons tenants didn't 
went the renaming range 
from afl the hassle 44 would a 
volve with changing driving 


by STEWART FOWLER 


ahd 
pce) 


SRC tea anata nas bos cnnanseantagite 
Family says ‘thank you’ 
for support and sympathy 


THE GRIEVING father of murdered Pe Laurence Brown 
has asked the Hackney Gazette to thank everyone in the 
borough for thelr supporl and sympathy. 

Just two weeks ago bis 27-year-old son was lald fo rest at 
a moving funeral service of (he tame church where be mar- 
ried hie wife, Janet. 

Now Peter Brown has tatked to the Gazeite beenuse It 
would be bnpossible for the devastated famlly te wrile Indi: 
viduslly to everpone whe sent letters of sympathy. 

He sald: “My son's wife Janet, my wife Flosty, and his 
brethers Paul and Colin and thelr respective families es- 
pres elacere thanks for ail the messages of condolences, 

orat tributes and gifts for baby Esme that have been re- 
celved, 

“Thank you for arranging your tery own memorial ser- 
tice which we attended, and also is the residents who made 
sure that the floral tributes placed at the scene of ihe irage- 
ay were not damaged. 

“Words cannot convey our personal sadness al this thme, 
bet neither can thes ceagt or the extent of our thanks to you 
for all the support we received, which made ws realise we 
were off sharing 6.commeon pref.” 


PETITES Nt icant bh hrc agehnat itis 


service 10 Laurence Brown 


ttc, to the naloricly it would = pecple were very emotional 
 abdetneh ch aper e are and were in favour of the re- 
cightentd it might well be- naming, but now they've had 
compe the target for yobs,” time to think shout it. 


don'l want the estate t be at: 


€aolin Headle, the Liberal 
sociated with violence, death 
ara! murder, 


t councillor for the 
Wand, adda: “At the memorial 


‘Police watchdog group 
should be ashamed 


+ SHAME on the police watchdog group, Iackney Com- 

' munity Defence Joo for ipa ote Gat 
elie (September 7 jssuc} with a story of no s net & 

' auch an insensitive time following the murder of Pe 
Laurence Brown. 

How outrageous of them to apes the murder of 
our Pe with the murders of our thopkeepers and to sug - 
gett that not all murdcrs are investigated with equal de- 

ination. 
enwhen Pe Brown wat murdered, his colleague was 
with him and was no doubt able to identify the assai- 
) Jant and immediately call for reinforcements, but there 
were no witnesses to identify the killers of the shop- 
k But keep watching, watchdog group, and you 


i and brought to justice — 
| then, no doubt, you will 1 


“injustice”. 
I remind them of the murder of Pe Stephen Tib- 
bell He was shot on his motorbike while off duty. ft 
jook sexne four to five years to bring his atzailant lo 
wstice. Murder is murder and no matier whether a vil: 
i murders one of his own, a bank clerk, an old aad 
a child, a shopkeeper of a policeman, he is pursued | 
with the same vigour tintil he it brought to justice. 

The HCDA's remarks can only have added to the 
misery and tnffering of Pe Brown's widow and the fa- | 
milies of the len Fas but fam glad to be able to 
pay to these families that the majority of the Ie of 
Hackney, who are honest, hard-working peopic, arc be: 
hind them all the way and will give them all the sup- 
port lhey can muster, ; 

‘We shall belp them and the police in exary way We 
can to bring the killers to fuitice. = PHIL AMcUL: 
LOUGH, CONSERVATIVE PARTY CHAIR: 
MAN, SPRINGFIELD WARD. 
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‘We'll sue police for 
gl | _assault’ 


POLICE in Hackney have come under attack from two different families thi: 
week after four people were allegedly beaten up in two separate incidents. 

Brothers-in-law Eazical Hippolyte and Earl Samuel have lodged an official complaint and an 
planning to sue police, daiming they were beaten up in the early hours of Saturday. On Monda: 
mother and daughter Brenda and Natasha George were acquitted of obstructing the police an 
also plan to sue. 

The men, both 33, were driving home at 4am after a game of snooker in the West End whe 
they were stopped by a policeman in a panda 


car in Green Lancs, Stoke Newington. © B eaten up 


When they asked why they had been stop- 
ped, they say the officer radioed for support 


and three officers tumed up in a van and threw at four in 


the two men in the back. 
They claim Mr Samucl, who broke his an- 


kic as he fell into the van, was punched in the the morning 9 


face and stomach and Icft needing sia stitches 
in the mouth. 


Stoke Newington police said this week Me claim Sno oker 


lJippolyte had been driving erratically, but he 
replicd: “It doesn’t make sense. They are ac- 


cursing me of careless driving at four in the duo in Cal on 


moming and they didn’t even breathalyse 


Respect the Way home 


“I have always had respect for the police,” ° 
added Mr Samucl, of Tottenham. “Neither of 
us has eer been in trouble before. I broke my QO Magistrates 
ankle in rau ieee in A a aod it ni just | 
starling lo beal. Now it's broken again. [ was : 
just about to think about going back to work." t il OW out 
; Supt tua ids bi Stoke iit ne Bee : 
jce, confinn at the two men had eda 
complaint and it had been passed on ic the obstr uction 
area complaints unit. 
The men’s allegations came as charges of - 
obstructing the police against Brenda a Na- chai ges ag ainst 
eae seine ae cut by a Street 
agistrates’ Court. The women are planning “ 
10 mie police for unlawful arrest, ialewhit im- mother and 
prisonment, trespass and assault, 
Two officers came to their home in Bal- « 
lance Raad, South Hackney, in July looking her daughter 
for Mrs George's son Valen- 
tine. But the women tricd to 
stop the police from entering 


their home and were prompt- 
ly arrested for obstruction, 





They claim the case was 
thrown out by the court be- 
cause the police had no war- 
rant and could provide no 
evidence to give them reason 
to arrest Mr George. 


Graham ae of Pampas 
Communit ence Associa- 
lion, which is supporting the HG OD . Gj AQ 
two women, said: “They 
knew their rights, they stood 
their ground and the police 
obviously took exception to 


the fact that they had to cx- 
plain themselves.” : 


. Chicf Supt Niall Mulvihill, 
of Hackney policc, said he 
did not know of the case but 
he would constdcr what ac- 
uion necded to be taken if he 
was officially written to 
about any complaints. 


@ Members of the Nackney 
Community Defence Associa- 
tion picketed Ilackncy police : 
station on Saturday in protest 
at the raid on the two wo: 
men’s home. They were also 
protesting about other raids, 
mrdoding those on ee homes 
© le suspected of invol- 

. weber " fA The Ttathigar 
Square poll tax riots. 


Ho 





Natasha (left) and Brenda George — defied a paliee's unwarranted attack on their Say 


ee 
by Michael Massive 
A POLICE raid ona’ 


family home which 
culminated in the 
arrest of a mother 
and her daughter 
was judged illegal in 
a magistrates court 
last week. 

Four Hackney poli- 
ce officers told Old 
Street Magistrates Mrs 
Brenda George was 
handcuffed because 
she refused to allow 
them to search her 
bedroom. However, 
arresting officer PC 
Alten denied throwing 
Mrs George onto her 
bed while cuffed or 
slapping her o ngine 
back of her head. 


Warrant 


WPC Haye claimed 
that when she showed 
Mrs George and her 17 
year-old daughter, 
Natasha, a computer 


print-out of the war- . 


rant she had for the 
arrest of Valentine 
George Mrs George 
simply tore it up. 
Nevertheless, Ms 
Quick, the presiding 
magistrate, said her in- 
vestigations failed to 


ee 


produce any evidence 


_of the time or date that 


the warrant was issued 
in court, 

WPC Haye denied 
being told: that Ms 
George would require 
her inhalet for her 
asthma when she was 
being arrested. 

Five foot eleven in- 
ches tall PC Allen de- 
nied jeering five foot 
tall Ms George and 
calling her “slag” and 
further claimed he 
went into a bedroom in 
the house and found 
men’s clothing, an un- 
made duvet on a still- 
warm bed and an open 
window, He neglected 
to enrion that the 
window Icad& out to a 
thirty foot sheer drop 
with no obvious hand- 
holds or drainpipes in 
evidence. 


The four ‘arresting 
officers told the court 
that they were compel- 
led to force entry into 
the Georges’ cast Lon- 
don home to search for 
Vilentine but denied 
acting in a threatening 
or abusive manner to- 
wards Mrs! or Ms 
George. : 

Ms Quick. said she 
belicved the poticc 


z4 
‘goa - 5! 
airy eed Fa, 


were “fulfilling their 
dutics” and also refer- 
red to Section 125 of 
the Magistrates Court 
Act which states that 
the officer need not be 
in possession of the 
warrant at the time of 
secking arrest. 

Although Ms Quick 
offered no comment 
on the fact that she 
could not find any re- 
cord of the warrant in 
question being issued 
she was forced to move 
that the defence had 
no case to answer, 


Decision 


Mr Howarth 
Andrew, counsel for 
the Georges, said he 
felt the decision 
proved that the 
Georges were right to 
deny the police entry 
to their home if they 
were not shown 4 war- 


rant. 
“The decision 


proves that officers 
must always give evi- 
dence of a warrant in 
any attempt to make a 
scarch of this nature,” 
he said. 

Ms George. who 
was hurled into a poli- 
ce van following her 
arrest clothed only in 


her nightclothes, said 


she was “delighted” at 
the decision. 

Ms George said she 
and her mother simply 
felt it was time they 
“took a stand at the 
way the police kept on 
hounding Valentine 
and harrassing” herself 
and her mother. 

Mrs George said she 
“hardly believed my 
cars when | heard the 


CARIBBEAN 


storics the police told 
the court”, 

Mrs George is con- 
sidering taking Icgal 
action. 


Epidemic 


The Hackney Com- 
munily Defence Asso- 
ciation (HCDA) 
claims that police raids 
on civilian households 
had reached “cpidemic 
levels". The HCDA 
Organised a successful 


TUNES 


25% 42690 


picket of Hackney 
police station last week 
which received staunch 
support from the local 
community. 


Judgement 


“This latest judge- 
ment in favour of the 
George family serves 
as notice that local 
people are not pre- 
pared to sit back. and 
accept these raids 
under the pretext of 
catching criminals but 
actually inflict tcrror- 
ism against the local 
community,” said a 
spokesperson. 


@ Hackney police 
officers claim to be 
caught in the throcs of 
a crime wave. The re- 
cent killing of Hackney 
police officer Laurence 
Brown ted to the arrest 
of a suspect within a 
half-hour and a spate 
of raids on private 
addresses which re- 
sulted in arrests but no 
further charges. 


Nevertheless, investi- 
gations into the mur- 
ders of two focal Asian 
shopkeepers -— Mr 
Raojibhai Patcl and 





Mr Saldev Hoadic two 


months ago on Hack- 
ney'’s notorious ‘Mur- 
der Mile’=have faiied 
to result in a single 
arrest. 


‘They were out to beat 
someone up’ 


Stoke Newington and Hackney police are under 
renewed attack from black families in the borough. 
JUDY HIRST reports 


Ye London family will be | done.’ 


leading a protest demonstration Another black fanuly in Hackney 
outside Stoke Newington police | who ace planning to sue the police are 
station at Jpm this Saturday. alter | the Georges. Charges of obstructing 
allegations that two of their members ©) the police - made against Brenda 
were manhandled and beaten up by | George, and hee 17 vear old daughter | 
the police. Natasha, when police ratded their | 
Earl Samuel and Ezechiel Hip- | South Hackney home in July = were | 
polvte were driving home in the early | thrown out by Old Street Magistra- : 







hours of September 15. after a | te’s Court fast week, after Hackney 

snooker game in the West End. when | police failed to produce sufficient | 
they were pulled up bv the police in 
Green Lanes, Stoke Newington. | 

‘We were cruising along behind | | 
this panda car, at well under 30mph, ih 
when it suddenty braked in front of 
us. Hippolvte told CL. ‘When we | 
asked why we'd heen stopped. the 
officer claimed I'd been driving care- 
lesslv and called for reinforcements. 
Before we knew it, three of them 
were thrawing us into the back of a 
police van.” 

The wo men. who are brothers-in- 
law, allege that Samuel was punched 
in the stomach and mouth in the 
ensuing fracas, subsequently needing 
six stitches to the face and dental 
treatment. The ligaments in a pre- 
viously broken ankle, that had just 
begun to mend, were torn again when 
he was thrown into the van. 

The brothers-in-law, who are both 
building warkers in their early 30s, 
have never been in trouble with the 
police before. ‘We couldn't believe | 
what was happening to us, They just 
laughed at us and told us to shat up 
when we complained, boasting 
"We're the Stoke Newington 
police’,’ said Hippolvte. “Fhev were 
out to beat someone up that meght. 
There was definitely some racism 
involved,” he ‘alleged. 

The two men’s families approached 
the Hackney Community Defence 
Association for help after the inct- 
dent, and have now Jodged a formal 
complaint against the police and in- 
tend to sue them. “We've got a verv 
big family,” said Samuels. ‘And thev’- 
re all going to be there outside Stoke 
Newington police station this weck- 
end, demanding something is 


re 
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Eari Samuel and Ezechiel Hip 





City Limes 
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polyte: planning to sue the p 


evidence. car 
‘They couldn't produce a warrant 
in coust, said Mrs George. “Which 
isn't surprising, because they never 
had one. My daughter used 10 work 
in a soliciter’s office, and she chal- 
lenged them when they waved a bit of 
phatacepied paper in our faces.’ 
Mes George claims that she was 
thrawn onte a bed by police officers, 
who said they were searching for her 
son Valentine, and ‘nearly suffoca- 
ted’ as her arms were wrenched be- 
hind her back. She has since had to 
give up her job as a nurse, and look 


for clerical work, because of the dam- 


age she claims was done to her 


shoulder. 


Scotland Yard would not comment 


ion either case, except to sav that a 


complaint had been received from 
Samuel and Hippelyte, and would be 
investigated. 
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Killing is horrifying, 
whoever the victim 


I WAS astonished and offended to read (Gazette, 
September 19) that Phit McCullough found the com- 
parison by Hackney Community Defence Associa- 
tion of the killing of Pe Brown with the killing of 
iwo shopkeepers to be “outrageous.” 

He was clearly suggesting that the death of a poli- 
ceman is somchow more significant than the deaths 
of two shopkecperrs! Violent death is always horri- 
fying — no less so if you are killed at work in a shop 

an if you are killed at work as a policeman. 

I would suggest, however, that there significant 
differences — firstly, the outrageous way in which ' 
the police and a few others have tried to make politi- 
cal capital out of the death of one of their officers, 
attempting to use his death to raise the image of the 
police in the eyes of the local community, and, sec- 
ondly, the speed with which they apparently caught 
the perpetrates. 

This would be more admirable if, as HCDA sug 
gested in theic comments, the police had been as dili- 
gent in pursuing the killers of our local 
shopkeepers, 

Their attempts to improve their image might also 
have been more successful if they had concentrated 
on the latter rather than terrorizing local Prople, 
such as the family whose home was raide 40 
armed potice officers or such as Earl Samuel, whose 
story was printed in the Gazette last week — back on 
cructhes with a broken ankle and with six stitches in 
his mouth after an encounter with Hackncy's “com- 
munity police.” 

Mr McCullough may be behind the police “all the 
way” but while the “honest, hard-working Ie" 
of tifckney: such as myself, read about and exper- 
ience the sort of racism and brutality which seem to 
be 20 prevalent in Nees police, he will have a lo- 
nely time of it. - MRS P. WARNER, ROGATE 
HOUSE, NIGHTINGALE ESTATE, MUIR 
ROAD, HACKNEY 


He must be living on 
a different planet. 


I THINK Tory Party chairperson Phil McCullough 
is living on a different planct. He seems to think 
that the life of a policeman cannot be compared to 
the life of a shetkecher He days that the police are 
quick in catching criminals and are doing their jobs 


¥ 

I also would like to believe this, but there is out- 
standing evidence that makes me think differently. 
Over the last few months there have been many 
false arrests and unjustified raids. 

Only a few months ago three young lads, aged 14 
and 15, were beaten up and then falsely arrested. 
They were charged with nothing. 

Then the raid following the death of Pe Lawrence 
Brown on an innocent family who were badly trea- 
ted by the police in the “course of their duty.” The 
only arrow, made to them by onc policeman was: 
“You were the wrong family at the wrong time.” 

How Jong are the residents of Hackney going to 
be subjected to this kind of harassment, where the 


police can raid their homes both verbally and physic- 
ally abusing them? 

Rather than slagging off community organisa- 
tions, such as HICDA, who give support to people 
such as those mentioned, Phil McCullough should 


be applauding their work in exposing police brutal- 
ity. ~ ALLISON CARR, CAZENOVE ROAD, 


STOKE NEWINGTON, 


Mayor lashed for knocking the wrong target 


Top Tory moves 





Three 
hurt in 

. police 
chase 


THREE people were hurt in s 
high-speed police chase 
through the stecets of Hack- 
ney on Saturday, with one car 
wrecked and at least two 
others damaged. 

The drama bepan at about 
9.30am when Iwo men in 2 
BMW parked in Luke Sweet, 


Shoreditch, sped off as police | 


approached the car. 

ey were chased to the 
market in Hoxton Street, [fox- 
ton, where the men aban: 
doned the car and ran off on 
foot in different directions. 

One of the men escaped, 
but the other ran to nearby 
Phillipp Strect, jumped into a 
rd a Celica, and drove 
off with police in hot pursuit, 

After a two-mile chase, the 
car came to a halt in Amhurst 
Road, Stoke Newington, after 
colliding with a police van 
and then crashing into a 
parked car. 

The Toyota driver, the dri- 
ver of the police van and a 
woman passer-by were all 
treated at Homerton Hospital 
for minor injuries. 

Police later mcovered a 
semi-automatic pistol from 
nibbish in Hoxton Market, 
and a man was charged with 
possession of a fireann and 
conspiracy to tob. 

Detectives now want to 
talk to anyone who was in the 
market between 9.45 and 
9,.55am and saw the second 
man = who has not been 
found = run away. : 

He is black aaa Sft10ine 
tall and was wearing & navy 
blic jacket. 

Det Sgi Mick Homer, from 
Hackney police station, said: 
“We would like anyone who 
saw thig¢ man runing, OF 
where he ran to, fo get in 
touch on 071-488 7211." 


why can't the 
some 
tions?" he asked 


0 back police 


A TOP Tory has reacted anenly to 
claims by Hackney Mayor, Cllr Shu- 
ja Shaikh, that the credibility of local 
police is at stake after the growing 
number of vicious assaults in the bor- 


ough. 
peaking two wecks ago, aficr two Asian 
traders were bnutally stabbed during robberics 
on their shops, the mayor said: “The peopie of 
Hackney are fed up with the long delays in 
catching criminals and bringing them to jus: 
luce. 

“The police's credibility is at stake. They 
need to show they are capable of winning the 
war apainst personal vielence.” 

But Andrew Tomer, the Conservative pro- 
spective parliamentary candidate for Hackney 
South and Shoreditch, accused Cllr Shaikh of 
hitting at the wrong target. 

“Ite is in danger of reverting to Labour's 
normal stance of knee-jerk police bashing,” 
said Mr Turner, 

“Like the Mayor of Hackney I am cor- 
cemed at the increasing level of violence and 
the unsolved murders and victous assaults that 
bring shame to the borough,” he added. 

“But it is hitting at the wrong target to 


Tory hits 
out over 
police 
critic 
HACKNEY MP, Brian Sedpe- 
more, has been branded 


“brainless police basher" 
pon Opponent, Andrew Tum- 


' The Conservative = 
live parliamentary candidiaag 
for Hackney South and Shore- 
ditch, hit out at his Labour Op- 
[Tackney's petice cite 

police. = 

bour MP had criticised ia 
roars care rates in his 

in int i 
weeks Ga a in last 

ddressing a meetin 
cal Tories, ai he bide 
ronihe Hence Sedgemore of 
oinin : ice’ 
an ne ¢ blame the police 

“Instead of police-bashing 

ocal MP offer 
constructive supges- 


“The council could make 


sirect lights work, th 

mend lifts, appoint eee a 
to all housing estates and in- 
stall entry-phones and make 
sure they mend them when 
Bich wrong. 


U these are within the 


power of any borough jf th 
par money sensibie he ade 





blame the police. They need the support of 
local people to solve crime = they cannot do 
so alone and unaided. 

“I call upon the borough's political leaders 
10 do more than just blame the police — they 
should call on every decent citizen to rt 
every crime, note every suspicious incident, 
and tell the police of every brother, son, or 
neighbour chore movements al the time of 
these oppalling crimes are unaccounted for." 

But Cltr Shaikh hit back at the “Big Brother 
is Watching You” attitude. 

“Jt is the kind of system which is fascistic,” 
he said, “like a totalitarian state where the fa: 
ther must spy on the son and the son on his fa- 
ther. That is totally unacceptable,” 

And he rejected Mr Tumer’s claims that he 
was anti police. 

“T have been one of the greatest supporters 
of the police during the fast 15 years,” he said, 
“and was one of the first councillors to take 
the stand that the council must communicate 
with therm. 


“I was not condemning the police, 1 was try- 
ing 10 highlight their responsibility and ex- 
ress the genuine concern of people in 
ieeenes: That is my duty as mayor of the bor- 
ough, and my statement was quite clear.” 


HC, 
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Seven police face 
discipline hearing 
Cjrorohoun 


Duncan Camphell 
Crime Correspondent 


ISCIPLINARY proceed- 

ings against seven Metro- 

politan police officers are 
to start today, nearly three 
years after the incident that led 
to the complaint. The officers 
have been suspended on full 
pay throughout that time. 

The complaints against them 
were made alter a fight in The 
Limes public heuse, in Hack- 
ney, east London, in November 
1987. It was alleged that the offi- 
cers, who were all off duty, had 
assaulted and threatened cus- 
tomers in the pub. 

One man, Gary Stretch, was 
temporarily blinded and suf- 
fered the partial severing of an 
ear, allegedly after an assault 
with a piass. Wilnesses de- 
scribed him belng dragged from 
ihe pub and found unconscious 
in the street. The seven officers 
were suspended within a week 
of the incident. 

Mr Stretch, who now works 
ag a driver, is to give evidence 
to the inquiry. It was to have 
started yesterday but was ad- 
journed after one of the officers 


C VAR BAN 
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was said to be unwell. The hear- 
ing, held in private before a 
Metropolitan Police deputy as- 
sistant commissioner and two 
civilian members of the Police 
Complaints Authority, fs ex- 
pected to last three weeks. 

The constables, who deny the 
allegations, are Alan Barr, Paul 
Caddy, Peter Clissold, Paul 
Wells, David Thompson, Simon 
Haw and Carl Simon. 

No criminal charges have fol- 
lowed the incident. The Direc- 
tor of Public Prosecutions de- 
cided in January 1989 that there 
was not suffictent evidence to 
proceed. Some witnesses were 
reported to have refused to give 
evidence. 

Disciplinary papers were 
served on the officers, ali based 
at City Road police station, 
Hackney. by Scotland Yard's 
complaints branch in July 1989. 

A disciplinary tribunal was 
originally convened in May this 
year, but adjourned after law- 


yers for the officers argued! that | 


the defence had been jeopar- 
dised by the long delays. 

Thetr application to the High 
Court to block the tribunal was 
dismissetl last month by Mr 
Justice Popplewell. 
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Police face hearing in 
Gary Stretch case 


SEVEN police officers from Clty Road 
station faced a disciplinary tribunal this 
week, nearly three years after they alleg- 
ediy beat up a man ouiside a Hackney 
Road pub. : 

The officers allegedly beat up Gary 
Stretch outside the Limes pub In Nuven: 
ber 1987. 

The tribunal ls due to continue for a 
month as Mr Stretch and each of the se- 
ven officers give evidence. 

As the proceedings started on Tues- 
day, one of the first witness to be called 
was the barmald from The Limes on the 
evening of the alleged assault. 

All of the officera, who are constabigs, 
were off duty at the time of the alleged as- 
sault, which left Mr Stretch with half his 
ear hanging off. 

The officers are Alan Barr, Paul Cad-, 
dy, Peter Clissold, Paul Wells, David 


in 





Tribunal starts 
_ threeyears — 


Thompson, Simon Haw and Cari Simon. 
All seven have been suspended from duty 
since a week after the alleged assault, 
and were served with disciplinary papers 
by Scotland Yard in July last year. 

They tried to have the disciplinary 
hearing dropped because too much time 
has elapsed since the lacidcnt for a fair 
hearing to take place. Their appileation 
was thrown out of the High Court by Mr 
Justice Popplewell last month. 


| Cash plea 














New police chief at Stoke Newington 
Ii’S all change at Stoke NewlIngton potice station next 
eck. Chief Supt Peter Twist [eaves on Monday and !s 
succeeded by Chief Supt Roy Clark. 

Chief Supt Twist steps down after two-and-a-half 
years as the division's top cop to take over as chief In- 
spector of support services for Hackney, Tower Ham- 
icts, Newham and Barking and Dagenham. 

Chief Supt Clark was his deputy for a year before 
icaving In April for a six-month course - and promo 
tion. 








Sky dive cops’ 
raise cash for 
Pc’s widow 


THE sky's the limit for 50 big-hearted coppers who will be 
tcaping out of planes to ralse money for murdered City 
Road policeman Laurence Brown's widow when they do 
their first parachute jumps. 


for police 


COUNCIL leader John 
McCafferty plans to lead an 
all-party deputation to Home 
Secretary David Waddington 
to call for mare funding for 
lice in Hackney. 
eaThe visit to the Home Of- 
fice was proposed in response 
to growing concem about 
crime in the borough. 
Although a man has been 
charged with the killing of Pe 
Larry Brown, police arc no 
nearer catching the murderers 
of Lower Clapton shop-kee- 
pers Raojibhai Patel and Bal- 
, dev Hoondle. 
The call was supported by 
both Liberal Democrat and 
Tory groups on the council. 


HC 


The police officers and 
civilian staff Irom all over 
London, Including Wpc Sal- 
ly Henderson and Pc Lee 
Mummery, from Stoke New- 
ington nick, will go to a spe- 
cial fralning day at the Peel 
Centre, Hendon, on Thurs- 
day, before doing the 
Jumps. 

Organtser Mike Dunne 
hopes to raise around 
£1,000 for Janct Brown, Icft 
to bring up her baby 
daughter alone after 27- 
year-old Pc Brown was gun- 
ned down in Orwell Court, 
Pownall Road, Haggerston, 


5. lO Lo 


as he answered a routine 
call about an attempted car 
theft. 
The Fising Dragons para- 
chute team from the 
Army's Queen’s Regiment 
will be the course tutors 
helps the coppers to fly 
h. 


“Fach person doling the 
Jump has been asked to 
ralse sponsorship maney of 
£150," sald Mike. “But 
people have been getting 

ack saying they've got 
£200 or more.” More infor- 
mation frem Mike on 0836 
706019. 
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MOST of us have 
nothing to do with 
, the world of prostitu- 
tion except glimp- 
sing those cards in 
newsagents’ win- 
dows which say “big 
chest for sale” or 


“French lessons.” 

Occasionally prostitutes 
can seem Bohemian or va- 

ely romanilc — more often a dirty 

oke. But for the women themselres 
the reallty of prostitution fs very 
grim indeed. 

And ilfe ls also grim and unples- 
sant for people whe are unfortunate 
enough to Sive In residential areas 
where prostitutes ply thelr trade. 
One such srea ts Amhorst Park and 
Seven Sisters Road, part of my con- 
stituency. 

‘The presence of streef-walkers In 
the Stoke Newington and Stamford 
HIM area goes back, I am told, te 
1345 when American troops were 
Sicied in Flasbury Park. 

Whatever the truth of that, the 
problem has got very mach worse in 
recent pears. 

Prostliution used to be rife In the 
Finsbury Park area and East Bank 
and West Bank roads. Vigorous fo- 
cal campaigning and traffic ae. 
ment schemes, to Impede would- 
kerb-crawfers, drove the prostitutes 
off the streets. Hut they are now hea- 
vily conceniraicd In the Atmhurst 
Park ares. 

It is not sncommon to see half-a- 
dozen women on a streel corner. 
Nor do they onty go at night. Like 
self-employed business people every- 
where, they are having to work long- 
er and longer hours. Ladies, dressed 
in costumes more appre riate ta 
Raymond's Revie Bar In Soho, 
fave been spotted touting for busi- 
ness In Amhourst Park as early as 





TALKING POINT 


nine o° clock in the mortiing. 

+ They and thelr pimps can create 

ta considerable noise nuisance, shau- 
Ung and brawling late into the algh? 

| when other, more conventionally 
employed ciilzensz, sre trying to 


sleep. 

They use the pasrages and stalr- 
cases of blocks of Mats and other 
le's driveways to condud ther 
: usiness, and Hitle old ladies and 
: genticmen on one sheltered housing 
‘block regularly wake up to find 
i thelr doorsteps littered with con- 

‘doms and syringes. 


Risk of harassment 


Ahove all, the prevalence of pros- 
Uitutes In the area means that non- 
prosiliule women cannot go cut at 
snight without the risk of being har- 
asted by kerb-crawiers. And while 

ithe prostiiutes may be harmless, the 
pimps and drug dealers around 
them most definitely are not. 

; Stoke Newington police have a 
; vice squad but it ts far too small. 
And I suspect them of merely trying 
sto contain the problem Instead 
pba taking steps to eradicate 

from the ares 


Different people have all sorts of 
ideas for dealing with prostitutes, 
ranging from long jall sentences, to 

altsing brothe!s. 

! For some time police outside Lon- 
don hare been writing fo kerb-craw- 






Rid our streets 
of prostitution!. 


lers advising them they were 
tted in s red Itght distr 

en left the men with « bit of ex- 
plaining ta do when 2 ietter from 

¢ police turned Roe gate 

J suggested that London copy this 
idea to the then Home Secretary 
Dougias Hurd, over a year ago. i 
am glad lo sce the Metropolitan To 
lice are now cr the Idea up. 

What is not disputed Is that a 
large and determined police pre- 
sence could clear the arca of prosti- 
utes, If only poueersray: Tt Is mot 
goal enough for the police io argue 
that they would only come back, 

Some respite for the residents 
would be better than nothing. There 
js no reason why a part of quiet resi- 
dential Stamford Hill should be 
durned Into North London's answer 
to down-lown Salpon. 

There is a new Chief Superinien- 
dent starting at Stoke Newington. I 
hope this means a fresh start in the 
pollce attitude to the problem and a 
real effori to stamp It aut. 
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goes for the gold 


CITY Roed’s tep cop, Superintendent David Hynes 
has nolched up a long service and good conduct me 
dal for 22 years of cexemplety service.” 

The medal was presented by Motrapollten Police 
Commissioner Sit Peter Imbert at a special ceremony 
at the Peel Training Centre, Hendon. 

Supt Hynes Joined the Met as 8 cadet In 1965 and 
his firet posting was to Camberwell In 1968, He 
served at various police slallons In South London be- 
fore being promoted to Chief Inspector In 1984 when 
he moved to Nolling Hill 

He waa then promoted to Superintendent and took 
up his post et City Road In 1989. In 1970 he recelved 
a Deputy Asalatant Commissioner's Commendation, 

Supt Hynes le marrled with two teenage sons and 
Jel a proparly secretary of his locsl Methodist 





® Pictured above: Police Commissioner Sir Peter Im 
bert congratulates Superiniendent David Hynes on 
his longa service medal, 


More money and 


more police needed 


I WELCOMED the which stated that the lea 
des of liackney Council a to fead an all-Pany de- 
peuation to the Home Sccretary te call for more 
unding for police in Hackney (Gazette, October 5). 
The Hackney Police Consultative Group took ac: 
tion on this izsuc in 1988 by sending « very detailed 
' report to the then Home Secretary and the Commis- 
sioner of Police to justify the apn of « sub- 
stantial increase in the number of police officers in 
| an area such as Hackney with a high lord of crime. 
This was followed by mectings belween officers 
of the Consultative Group, s Home Office Minister 
nd te page roaatad which resulted in a modest 
te in the number of police 
| to Bos sulom in the fell or i Neem F 
€ are now in the process of compiling a fust 
ft which calls for additional rt led in Nee 
| of she rising crime rate and the brutal crimes which 
are being committed all too frequently in Hackney. 
ht is therefore obvious that logcther with the ma- 
jority of our people, members of the Consultative 
Group fully suppon any initiative which could re- 
eae. reduction in crime and bringing criminals 
_ Although increased resources are important, there 
is a need for certain sytiems to be tightened 1 ‘toen- 
| sure that much stiffer sentences are im df on the 
people who atiach no importance whatsoever to 
t tr poole z aes or safety, 
at while we are doing all we can local? 
| Our MPs will put pressure on t i = 
F talon one he appropriate people 
! © we look forward to the council bein . 
cessful in getting addtional funding, i ais 
hope that the police have the same level of success 
In recruiting may more men and women to join the 
FiAckNeY rouice commen eG uAle 
FATIVE GROUP, a, Ge 
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Police chief will tread familiar beat 





Home from. 
home for. 
new top cop 


eT act ips rl hie Mes from comme tight up 
ewington’s new top cop, Roy tloner = but for the moment 
Clark, who has returned to take 2 t-padecn erla 
charge at the station where he first. 
joined the force 20 years ago. ame and there 

let Superiatendent of [by MARTIN 
Se THING Monday aa ALBOT 
he's certainly familiar with 
ries way tase ah cola A aed come 5 a Ser- 
Mr Cla’ 42, cho now Eves kn Enfield wih vices, besod at the area HQ in Cy Had, 
hls wife and iwo children. Roy 

“I Dved for thres. years over there,” be adda, 


ii li sels he ae aaaptrds our personal wish 








Mea from commander i we 


Mr Twist is leaving Stoke 


ew supemick in Stoke Newington over to him. 
High Sizes. f 
starting as a Pe, bér Clk is Relationship 
Sorslant Yard's pa worked un- In hit years a¢ Stoke Newington's top 


the new before teaving for a six- sc. The number who ere pre 
month g course for high-flying to leave by criminal means seems to be 
The course primes them for top posts in the 


Councillor calls for safe-houses in 


Women’s refuges 
- feel the strain as 


r i 
violence 


want lo the work siar- FE 
Fie Teiacibe oe acto ces pees 


after two-and-a-hall years to be~ 
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@ Ch Supt Peter Twist welcomes Stoke Newington’s sew top cop, Roy Clark. 





Police launch new 
recruitment drive 


THE Metropotitan Police are Launchin " 
cruitment dive in FI on Monday. . 


join oree at uniformed officers, 


special constables or members of the civilian 


ft is particularly keen on atvacting schon! 


leavers and young e about to leave 
who are considering the police rervice 
ag a Career 


It is being backed by Flackney‘s Police and 
Canmunity Consuliative Group whose mem- 
bers, along with local officers and police from 
the Met's recruitment branch will he on hand 


spirals 





empty properties 


to offer help and advice. 

The Met's mobile careest displsy units will 
be at various venues in the bormugh, 

Is will te outside Safeway's supermarket, 
Stamford Flitl on Monday and Tuesaday be: 
tween 12pm ep end at Finsbury 
on Welnesday Thuridsy beiween (Carn 
and On. Friday and Sawmrday it will be 
outside Woolworth's store in Mare Sircet 
from |2pxn to end | {lam to 4pm. 

will also be careers (cams based at 
stoke Newington potice station fram Monday 
to Wednesday beiween 4pen and @pm end at 
Road eclice tation on Thorsday and Fri- 

day hetween 4pm and Fen. 


ee Se 






@ Wc Sonla Corfe. 


iy 


e Karen Wren. 


| j hed by hosbands and 
And the refuge workers are also «overcrowded, = flouting fire essay ' 
VIOLENCE in the home is “[h) MaARK GOULD | feeling he trem “They are work: regulations because aff won't tum — boyfriends. Ther, SS Fe te 
spiralling and Hackacy’s re- y ing under « Jot of presture 28 sey POET eae officially holds 10° per ripen, irl a eprom 
Slr ee erie > extra {To be set-up uring tome of the wit Pieaise there Lo owhert cfve they pesple you wll ct double at umn- a ah, can bs ake on of danger; 
a a bis | Lal 7 
el = ae pide a0 omety counci! proper- eds omen ikl ries ae a woman and het A Hackney Council ee ean 
Figures for the first six months of | tes where fonilies contd be reacted thera: for anwipr pereriny o kids sleep on a fiving room floor in agreed that more cash thy aa ale 
this gear thow that twice as many pelea ern har- cause there is nowhere elec forthern one of the refuges rafal. ino refuges & e- 
Hackney women were referred to 10 er gs set-up the DVU aver $060," Sonia added. desperate to gct cut of the situation ere rit a 
fuges compared wo the sams | nwo yetra ago. "There eve uit re "In the firs uix months of this st hemos oars IMEY AP URINE OSB ea} with, What it realy needs is 
t iF r WE ve i * 
Npeoep ten sone: hae deat Ror nm whe ty theca eae tae eter We chalike p 
t . : 
Sonia Corfe, bn ut Stke Newing: re. get anyone into is Capen, ard Tree ato get out of the area for they made in 19KE to provide wafe- ~ vide opine ba agin 
+ Domestic Violence many women ood,” said Karen. houses gahes e 
and Haggerstn ward Litersl-Do- { a Pacpeead od cogs : Many of the refuges are painfully Wornen and children are being have the money,” he said. 
moctai » A Beadle, = 
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Cops wage war on paceiey. aa | 


EAST London police officers are accused of 
having declared war on Hackney’s community 


following a spate of incidents last week. 


A PUB brawl on 
Chatsworth Road led 
to a contingency of 
officers from the Terri- 
torial Support Group 
(TSG) - identifiable by 


their ‘E’ numbers —. 


embarking on, what 
independent witnesses 
describe as, a rampa- 
gc, against any civillian 
they found in the vicin- 
ity of the incident, in- 
cluding observers who 
had no other involve- 
ment other than their 


presence at the scene 


| 
of the disturbance. 
One man who said 
he only left his house 
because of the commo- 
tion ‘he heard outside 
claims he was drapeed 
into 4 van and severely 
beaten. The man 
already has a civil com- 
piaint pending against 
Stoké Newington poli- 
ce for scrious injuries 
he alleges he received 
whilst in their custody 
illegally four years 
ago. 


eae eb gen hae oe 


ey Thiet & 
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“People claim that the Hackney Community Defence Association (HCDA) is 
made up of agitators and troublemakers but we are simply local folk who felt it 
was time we responded to incidents such as the deaths of Colin Roach, Tuna 

Hassan, Michael Ferreira and Aseta Simms in police custody and all the people 
who complained about the behaviour of the east London police. We would 
wish any of our detractors who get a chance to look into these cases to honestly 
tell us we should ignore what seems to be the everyday tale of commonplace 
police AALS in Hackney,” 


a spokesperson for the HCDA - 





STOKE Newington 
officers have also re- 
ceived admonishment 
for their alleged role in 
the injuries received 
by a man who was first 
told he. was being 
arrested for being in 
possession of a stolen 
car. 

The man finally had 
all charges quashed af- 
ter investigations re- 
vealed the car was his 
after all. However, he 
claims the broken 
nose, cut to his right 
retina, bruises to his 
back and legs and cut 
wrists due to the pro- 
longed length of time 
he spent wearing hand- 
cuffs, were all received 


‘the man. 


by courtesy of PC 
GH242. 

“When they first cal- 
led to me I ran because 
the way they 
approached me led me 
to believe it was the 
Nationa! Front,” said 
“Once ! 
heard them say they 
were police I decided 
that I would stop and 
see what they wanted. 


Mistake 

“That was my first 
mistake,” he stated. 

Stéke Newington’s 
Chicf Inspector Roy 
Clarke told Caribbean 
Times that he could 
not comment on the 
case as it was under 
investigation. 


A LARGE police pre- 
sence has made itself 
felt on the Clapton 
Park estate following 
what has been descri- 
bed as a “police riot” 
last Monday evening. 

The tension sur- 
rounding a drugs pos- 
session bust exacerba- 
ted when the two offic- 
ers holding a youth 
radioed fot reinforce- 
ments. 

Alter the arrival of 
some ten additional 
officers the youth was 
hurled to the ground 
and four other officers 
grabbed hold of his 
brother who may have 
been deemed to be 
Standing too close. The 
boys’ mother also suf- 


CRRIBREAN 


fered injuries which 
she claimed were 
administered by the 
heavy-handed police. 

One witness told 
Caribbean Times: 
“She came out and 
said, ‘It’s alright, you 
have him now you 
don’t need to be so 
rough’ and two officers 
just spun on her. I saw 
one officer kick her as 
they drageed her into 
the van.” 

During the incident 
reinforcements 
swarmed the square, 
including squads from 
Bow Road, Olid Street, 
Walthamstow and also 
members of the TSG 
with dogs and 
threateningly abusive 


TIMES 


Io-}0-90 


language. 
Hysterical 


“J saw one young 
girl become hysterical 
after an officer told her 
that he and his com- 
rades were getting 
their own back to 
avenge PC Lawrence 
Brown,” said one wit- 
ness in reference to the 
young officer who was 
shot dead Jast month 
only a few dozen yards 
away from the estate. 

A Scotldnd Yard 
spokesman told Cartb- 
bean Times that the 
reinforcements were 
called in because the 
‘crowd’ had become 
abusive and threaten- 


ing. 
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Posties back mayor’s bid to murdered bobby’s daugh 


ie SPE 
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Laurence Brown 


appeal gets a 





special delivery 


POSTMEN delivered a donation 
of £100 to the fund set up for the 
baby daughter of murdered City 
Road policeman, Laurence 
Brown, on Friday, 

The moncy was collected in 2 pe 
whip-round by postmen at the xe 
Mail's Emma Street sorting office in Be- 
thnal Green. 

Making the presentation were post- 
men Stan Fuller and Stephen Martin 
whose delivery round includes Orwell 
Court in Pownall Road, Heggerston, 
where the 27-year-old copper was shot 
dead two months ago on a routine call to 
acar 

Superintendent David Hynes from 
City Road police station and a fund 
organiser Betty Shanks gratefully accep- 


Campaigners accuse police 
of heavy-handed response 





A MINOR incident on Clapton 
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ted the donation, which will be added to 
the £4,000 already raised towards a nest- 
erg for six-month-old Emma. 

Laurence Brown's widow, Janct, will 
receive financial assistance from the cri- 
minal injuries board and police benevo- 
lent fund, but litle Emma will get 
nothing for her future so we decided to 
stant the fund,” said Beity Shanks. 

“We have been overwhelmed by the 
response and the generosity of Hackney 
people, and this collection by the post- 
men is a demonstration of how deeply 
the public care.” 

t Hynes thanked the postmen and 
everyone who had contributed so far. 

“We are extremely appreciative and, 
on behalf of Pc Brown's widow, I want 
to thank everybody who has given 


, Moncy to the appeal. 


Park Es- 


The square wes soon 


cked with # 


Special fund-raising events are still 
being organised to boost the fund fur- 
ther. One of those is m sponsored abscil 
down a tall building by appeal fund orge- 
niser, Betty Shanks. 


"I lm to calls be help of ne Terri- 
tiorial Anny who will supply the ropes 
and equipment,” she szid, sae at the mo- 


ment I'm still looking for a suitable 
building.” A grand fund-raising raffle in 
aid of the Emma Brown appcal is being 
held at the Fox pub on the comer of Mid- 
dicton Road and Kingsland Road, Dal- 
ston, on October 30. 

“I’m hoping shops and businesses will 
donate gifts as prizes and they can d 
them off at my Nene at 29 Broke Road, 
Haggetston or bring them to the youth 
siidl community section al Stoke Newing- 
ton police station,” added Betty. 


tate could have developed mio a serious 
disorder because of the over-the-top reac- 


tions of Hackney police, campzigners 
have claimed. 


Le eae wtick wok ctact 


‘on M 

WPe had a man for 
posscision of drugs pag eh 8.30pm 
when members of his farnily came out of 
their home and tied to stop him being ar- 


The two officers called for seinforce- 


and four vans of riot squad officers from 


as far away as Wahhamstow were on the 
scene, ft is clarmed. 


crowd 


unnecertary. The rerponse was 2s if 
i was sick Suaion 

over the top. 

“That sort of fire brigade policin - 
simply rexcting to incident by fl 8 


the area with officers — is more likely to 
provoke a situation.” 
He paid uibute to the focal on 


the estate who showed restraint daring 
the incident, which comes st a time 
when the relationship between police 


HC 


and some focal people has hit rock 
botiorn. 


Supt Tom Williamson of Hackney po- 
lice confirmed that the tensions on the es- 
tate ere conning high, adding that he has 
met with community leaders and focal 
councillors since the incident to help im- 


prove relations. , 

Bat he denied that the potice reaction 
was over-the-top =[ was concemed shout 
what happened,” he said. “1 em satisfied 
that cur se wasreasonsbic., 

The incident follows a number of mtua- 
tions in which local people have atiemp- 
ied to stop police camymg out arrests in 
the reat he said. “I zm not prepared to 
let Gilpin Square becorne a no go area,” 
he added, 


14-10-90 


Plasterer 
plans to 
sue police 


A PLASTERER is planning 
to sue Stoke Newington 
lice after claiming four offi. 
cers left hin with a broken 
nose and a damaged cyc. 

7 we Lewis, 36, had 
pone or a min just afier 1.30 
in the early hours of last Tucs- 
day ‘moming, but he says that 
as he was running across 
llackney Downs four officers 
began chasing him. 

Once they caught up with 
him they allegedly threw him 
over a six-foot fence before 
bundling him into a police 
van and taking him to Stoke 
Newington police station, 
where he was held for [2 
hours. 


Family man 


Mr Lewis, who lives on the 
Trowbridge Estate, Hackney 
Wick, with his wife and three 
small children, said: “I'm a fa- 
mily man. I've never been in 
any trouble with the police 
and then this happens. [ can't 
believe it. 

“I don’t think I'll be able 
to go lo work for some time. I 
can't wotk with just one eye 
SMC era pay of be 
puting in my cye for a 
month,” tlie case has ta- 
ken up by the Hackney Com- 
munily Defence Assoctation. 

Chief Supt Roy Clark of 
Stoke Newington police said: 
“This man was detained and 
has made a fonnal complaint 
against the police officers, 
some of whom were injured 
themselves,” The complaint 
has been passed onto the arca 
ra department, he ad- 
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New legal” 
rights 
_ scheme — 
launched 


THE songs of Bob Mariey, 
Ella Fitzgerald and Bob Dy- 
lan will be helping fo 
launch a new scheme to 
fight for justice from the 
courts and potice. : 

Hackney prisoners 
rights campalgner, Gloria 
Van Conten, will be using 
“Stand Up For Your 
Rights” by Bob Marley, 
Elia Fitzgerald’s version of 
“You Got a Friend” and 
“Btowlng In the Wind” by 
Bob Dylan te herald PAID 
- People Against Injustice 
and Disparity. 

The songs will be played 
at the start of every PAID 
meeting at Roots Pool Deve- 
lopment Agency, 
Strect, Dalston, from Jan- 
vary, to give people a sense 
of solidarity, according to 
Mrs Van Coolen. 

TAID Intends to invest- 
lgnte complaints of unjust 
treatment white In custody, 
monitor lawyers, magl- 
strates and Judges, make po- 
tential jurors aware of the 
shortcomings of the legal 
system and lobby for a “‘tru- 
ly Independent” police com- 
plaints system. 
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Police vow compassion and courtesy | 


John Carvel 
Home Affairs Editor 





OLICE forces yesterday 

responded to growing 

poe dissatisfaction 

¥ promising tn adopt a 

more compassionate and cour- 
teous attitude. 

A document published yester- 
day by the Association of Chicf 
Police Officers marks a shift jin 
emphasis from Jaw enforce- 
ment towards a concepl of “re- 
assurance policing". 

Officers will have to be com- 
passionate, courteous, patlent, 
unprejudiced, professional 
calm and restrained, as laid 
down in a statement of common 
purpose. Chief constables ait- 
mitted that they had set the 
wrone priorities in the past. 

The strategy was launched at 
a confercnee at Bramshilt 
police college in Hampshire 
with support from all the 
county forces in England and 
Wales and the Commission for 
Rach) Equality, 

David Waddington, the Home 
Secrelary, sald: “This single 
ductuument does provide a vital 
benchmark against whieh it 
will be possible to judge the ser- 


vice's progress, anc it also gives 
the service a marvellous oppor: 
tunity io seize the Initiative 
with the ptbtic.” 

Local communities will be 
consulted on such problems as 
noise, gramfiti, litter and ihe 
misuse of highways and foot- 
paths. Officers will be encour: 
aged to think of themselves asa 
police service and will be told te 
seck satisfaction for their 
“customers”. 

Association teaders said the 
objectives did not imply that 
resources would be shifted out 
of work such as tralfic manage- 
ment and crime detection, al- 
though they believed the public 
was rejatively untroubled by 
crime clear-up rates. 





HE new code says: The 


purpose of the police is to 
uphold the law fairly and 
firmly; to even! erime; to 
Pursue and bring to justice 
those who break the law; to 
keep the Queen's Pence; to 
protect, help and reassure 
the community: and to he 
seen to do all this with intcg- 
rity, common sense aud 
sound judgement. We must he 
cbhipassionate, courteous 
and patient, acling without 


The time needed for officers 
to give more compassion and 
consliderntion to the public 
woukl come from extra man- 
power or a redisiribution of 
working hours, said Sir John 
Dellow, depuly commissioner 
of the Metropolitan Potice, 

Michael Hirst, chief constabte 
of Leicestershire and chairman 
of the committee which drew 
tip the code, said there would be 
negotiable and non-negotiable 
aspects of police work, 

“It is facile to stiggest if there 
Is a mureer or rape or burglary 
that we should be negotiating 
with the community whether 
we shoukl investigate those of- 
fences,” he said, 

“If we do nothing, etven the 


eee —s 


fear or favour or prejudice to 
the rights of others. We need 


iu be professional, calm and: 


restrained In the face of vio- 
lence and apply only that 
force which js necessary to 
accomplish our Jawful! duly. 
We must strive to reduce 
the fears of the pubite and, so 
far as we can, to reflect their 
priorities in ihe nection we 
lake. We nist respond io 
well founded crilicisin with a, 
willingness (o change. 


C unepiAN 


prospect of rising crime mand [l- 
nile resources, this will over 
{line result th inereased emplia- 
sis ott enforcement and reactive 
policing which wil! further 
undermine our public credibil- 
liy.” He sald the result would 
be confrontational policing. 

Under the code, the police 
will monitor customer satisfac- 
tlon through local guestion- 
naires, analysis of complaints 
and consultation with commt- 
nity groups. The Home Office ts 
considering regular national 
Surveys. 


14-10-90 


The code also says racist and 
sexist behaviour within forces 
nitst be effectively 
tliscouraged 

Michael Day, chairman of the 
Commission for Racial Equal- 
ity, said it was the most positive 
statement by the police in 10 
ycars. 

“The raw edge of racism lies 
between the police and young 
black people in our citles. If 
that is sensitively and imagina- 
tively manageil, the cfforts in so 
many other places stand a real 
chance of success,” he said. 
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Bea 


a eg aa ag 


Council 


HACKNEY Council did an 


amazing U-turn this week, 


it anounced i4 will sit on the lo- 
| police watchdog group afier 


Labour sounclllors have mubbed the 
Police: 


served for them and 


Labour group leader, Clir bring in a fot af caher . tuch wor" shrink fren ting a 
announced the ahock tm- onen" prune and Hackney the , particularly after the recent 

wround st a full macting of Hackney Ecemell for Racial Gauality scomekethe §« Surder of two Asian shopkeepers in 

Council at the Town Hallam Wednesday consultaive group more representailve 
A be thee wero leoemi- then it corcaly ic “No arretis have yet been made for 
thal needed to be mect frst: The torn-arcund hae been warmly wel. rose: morders,” sald Cllr McCafferty 
ble would be fla “hs Conneil Y pneleritt os cal tae eas ae bee Coes red paren 
group as ’ rs are eve 

Sennen eV en, ie see es 
s have to on ‘ures © wen to give coniujlalive 
ber of seats to be made available to them is eae fe eid: roup scene iecth, ave 5 duty to 


ig the two formerly reserved 


ioeibe naw delinnce 


“We still hold the view that ie is wnjuse 
aod unfair thet Landon doesn't have a 


LaDOUr 1lcader ta 


anrepre 
‘They refused to take pp the cau re- 
colied 


A ee eg F 


4 


when 


t. 
John 


Teenager drove at 
police after buying 
car from TV star ; 


A TEENAGER from De Beauvoir bought a 


ming red 


BATW from EastEnders’ olar Sid Owes and beter drove Wl 


at twe pellcemen wha tried 
vie a peste is 

aio , Sought 
the D-reg car from Oven, 
wha plays mechanle Ricky 
ba the show, for £4,200, the 
cord wag told, 

Two police officers wha 
ing lo anewera drug charge 
fg io anewer a drug charge 
wared him dawn [o ace 
ssid Recerder Michael 
Gale, QC. 

Bul Pickles reverted ot 
tpred ond then drove 
Hiralght towards the offi- 

“tira. He caused them te 
ies for safety and It was 0 
arare matter, the judge ad- 


Pickles, of Heriford 
Rosd, was sentenced te oz 
menths af a young effee- 
ders’ Insitiuden when con- 
victed of reckless driving. 
He was banaed for tve 
years. The jury cleared him 

| of attempting to caver erie 

vom F arte te the off. 

ih, and Det Coan Bary 
an i Com 

Costello, 32. an 


} a 
The court beard that the 
car windscreen war chat. 
fered when Pe Siddique 
threw his radio through 

| te + and sop Pickles. 

a] * court heard that 


a 


1 


: a 
hs. 


@ Fc Colin Watson, 
award afer chasing 
being stabbed three 






io atop Mm, the Old Halley 


Driver was 

wanted on 
drugs | 
charge 


Picktes was arrested after a 
wild Bomph chase. Jt 
Ite had stopped af traffic 
a ja Barnsbury Road, 
Iningian whes the 
pulicd wp alongside la do 
enmarked car, Aw officer 
recognised him sad he wat 
laid to stay where be al 
As the officers apprné- 
ched the car be reverecd a 
speed In clouds of smoke 
from the tyres. He then 
@rove towards the officers 
an the ieee tite of the 
read at abaqi ph. 
Defence counse Ernie 
Money sald Picktes, whe 
alsa sdmlited a igi a 
pomening a minal quanil 
of carinatie wis Gecolt te 
fF 


Asarcsull of bis court a 
pearance he war unlikely 
offend again. | 


*But we want t pail) once 


"And wa hope thet our joining will 


who Is to receive a bravery 


ited td suspect ae 


ys down two.conditions 


’s shock 
U-turn to join 
police watchdog 


by STEWART FOWLER 


democratic to which the police are 


ment 
tt " 


for el od that 


is somethi 


glories, hard dm 
women and racial 


tive to stem the rising the of crime. 
coniullative 
sane very wieful work since its establish- 


cop, Chel Superimen- 
dent Nis!i Mulch said: “E arn deligh- 
they have decided ta taka 
their place on the comsullative group. 
ng | have been encouraging 
them to do for more than th 
The police could be in for a rough 
time with the new make-up of the waich- 


bur- 
abot, violence to 
ftrrment,” 


roup fas done 


me yeary, 


A GAROU 








uniforms! 


nahh Supt roy eat Lene New. 
new lop cop, 
more pleasant Ss ia pe lorecins 


P of Girl Guides fett the fang 
arm of the faw of Sicke 
Police stailon last Saturday, 

But the Guides hadn't suddantly 
turned Info reckious 
Juvenile definquents = end there wan 
na necd io slap the handculfa an ef- 
ther, aloce the jong arm of the lew 
ws only there to pin badges on thelr 


ee Le oe | 


Newlngton 


lawbreskere of 


te ye a, 
ington Gl 





[aeol 
ee ee 


from ithe Tth 81 ke 
tl Guides, had afl wan 


ctlme prevention bad 
fenalve ter fh badges stier an in- 
@ DSurglara end tackling erlma, 
alr scene essere 
who prov 

her Baden Powell “ters highest 
eward « Guide can achieve = and 
then onty alier yaars of dedicated 


eo-week course In boasting 





highes! 


t week in Bou- 


Th grou 
varie} Dad, Stoke Newington, 


Kurds plan to sue police 
after picket line rumpus 


FOUR Kurdish refugees 
are planning to svc the po- 
lice, allcping they were 
beaicn up by officers who 
picket 
outside a Sioke Newington 


tried to 


clothing factory. 


four men say they were 


ial Support G brok the 
picket Side Bacon Fathicen, 


IN THE same week that Hack- 
peg, 5 ‘OP cop reveated a horrt- 
fying increase tn ihe number 
of violent attacks on potice of- 
ficers, a focal 


the peo- 

4 comes of a time when . 
fern cam virtually os page 
tacked 60 pert of thelr toh, Tn u pecern 


up a 


in Somerford Grove. 


South Tetenham - 
thely decttion last werk. 


Hheds 25 office 
hicked, punched, taacn and catches 
aa they patrolled the streets = and 


thee fi 
“peteredlgar a att rae 
Ome 2)-rear-old constadte, Pe De- 
ar ld - nit in a 
okt menah 
Sue ud ev hea was chased 


The men = Serdar Goecuk, 19, 
and Hajdsr Guceak, 26, whe 
beah dive in Hackney Downs, Te- 
hin Kartel, 22, from Woodlotd 
Green ond Rizvan Sekar, of 

naan 


decided to take the action 
y were eequitied at Sear: 
esbrook, Crown Count og charges 
af asssulting police and sicton 


Aa the demonsiretion outside 


i. 


fslingion Nonh MP Jeremy 
Corbyn, whe has beached the four 
men's campaign, aid: “[ am de- 


inionists md en” 


Eons. 
Trade Unios Support Unie wade 


"The four men are all slightly 
aniiow: about taking action, but 
they feel the officers resprntible 
arene be able to get away 
1. 

They are alto considering call- 
ing for a it inquiry into the 
actions “(de 180 monn, be 


A Scriland Yard spokesperson 
said the Metropolitan Police legal 
department would wait tt hear 








Police 
move to 
calm 
reprisal 

fears 


HACKN Mie rope 
uve oe rea 
=r canoes ia tlolent 
erlme that thes have 
pethlirg te fear frome re- 


Some witness are af: 
tem toa frlghtencd le 
come forward and glrve 
evidence, the Police aad 
Cemmeaky Conpvtis- 
tive Group heard on 
Thersday of bast week 
al so meeting ai Roots 
Post Commualty 
Centre off Arcola 
Rireet, Dalston 


Det people whe fear 
they may become the 
me of revenge ot- 
taska were reasered by 
ama of Mast aet 7 
re as inns 


He capinined thal wh- 
pemet con reals apen- 
pos, even when they 


appar ia court. 

if the sictien ar wit. 
ness Is keen their ad- 
dren la wot reresied, 
that can be arranged,” 
be cald. “CHetlously Hee 
address mart be gives 
te the lee and the 
Crowu thom Ser- 
vlee, bul thal doesn't 
hare te be lncieded on 
stmMements te eticiors 


ow the court. 
“Tals hea always 
been posible, hut we 
























Police crackdown on prostitutes 


VICE girit la Stamford Hit could find themse!s 
ted punters a Lhe ment Few weeks — plaln-clothed 





The long ame of the law ls about to come down hard on the 


siitutes and pl with extra pairols arg 
ret Park ares. Reddenta fear Al psig preblen bt petting wernt, 
a Clark, sald: “We wilt be co-ordinallag 


Stoke Newlngion's Chief 5 
or afforis wih the Tettenhae 


bu the chest and hack try the man. His 
Hver wae pearly sliced in hall in the 
brutal atiech, which heppened lon 


year. 

Chief ident Roy Gask 
Stoke Newington’ said: “As- 
gaihit'en Often eas Bs 
por gre hee eo of the 
Sete Bark Cad 
"| om officer 

to mak sr arrest shold by roblerael 
be vicierd etiecks, and may be sericas: 
by injurest a8 @ comequence.“ 


Ba watchdog »_ Hack 
Communit Defece ing 


ez picking wp seme eawan- 
policemen! 


cling the petorlous Am- 


te erred prostitutes and kerb-craw- 


| Number of assaults 


_ on police increases 


Out of a total of 5) cases, arisin 
sil Bi oe Incideraa, JICTH 
any yved people assaulted 
asad foe rine needing hompdtal eat 

And 12 heme 
ons pl P auus ieee 
Complaints Authority ia invesugaii 
three of the pm : =_ 

Graharn Smith, of HCDA, sald: 


*“Someth 

mia apetc tesey tas tener: 
"We have made this call sepcsted- 

ly, tea the police just dismise eyiil- 

cic. pals Lani sLalcenenta od 

ground it petiing wore” ™" 
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She ee ee ee, 


Victim criticises delay in police disciplinary hearing 





Met officers guilty | 


over pub beating 


Duncan Camphelt 
Crime Correspondent 





EVEN Metropolitan 
police officers were 
yesterday found guilty 
, by an internal Scotland 
Yard inquiry of discreditable 
conduct arising from an inci- 
dent in an east London pub 
three years ago when a man 
was beaten up. 

| The victim's lawyer last night 
criticised the delay in hearing 
the case, : 

Gary Stretch, aged 27, a 
driver from Hoxton, east Lott- 
don, was in The Limes public 
house In Hackney with {viends 
on November 6, 1987. 

A group of off-duty officers 
from City Road in east London 
was also drinking in the pub. 





There was an exchange of |) © spas 


words around closing time be- 
tween one officer and another 
ee after which a fight broke 
out. 

Mr Stretch, who had nat 
heard what was said, was at- 
tacked by the off-duty officers 
and hit over the head with a 
broken beer glass, which par- 
tially severed his ear. He was 
then dragged out of the pub and 
kicked unconscious. 
~ He was taken to the London 
Hospital by uniformed officers 
who arrived from Bethnal 
Green. The off-duty officers ran 
olf but returned later. 

Mr Stretch had his ear 
stitched back on in hospital. He 
was released after a week, 

The pub barmaid, Joanne 
Leeg, and Mr Streteh's father, 
Edward, made formal com- 
plaints against the police. 

The Police Complaints Au- 
thority supervised an investiga- 
tion by Scotland Yard's com- 
plaints investigation officers. 





The off-duty officers, Alan 
Barr, Paul Caddy, Paul Wells, 
Peter Clissold, Car! Simon, 
Simon Haw and David Thomp- 
son, insisted on their right to 
silence, did not make state- 
nents and were suspended on 
full pay. 

A year later, the authority 
forwarded the case papers to 
the Director of Public Prosecu- 
tions, which eventually decided 
not to bring charges against 
any of the officers. The case 
papers were returned to Scot- 
land Yard for an internal disci- 
plinary board hearing. 

After two delays, following 
appeis by the officers to the 
High Court that the disciptin- 
ary hearing should not proceed 
because of the delay, the hear- 
ing began on October 1. 


Gary Stretch: hit over head _ 
with a broken beer glass 


Guardian 






The closed hearing, held in 
the offices of the Complaints In- 
vestigation Bureau at Tintagel 
House, south London, lasted for 
four weeks. Around 25 wit- 
hesses gave evidence to the 
three-man board, which con- 
sisted of one senior Mctropoll- 
tan officer and two civilian 
members of the authority, The 
press were not given access. Mr 
Stretch’s father and Ms Legg 
attended. a 

Mr Stretch’s solicitor, Raju 
Bhatt, last night criticised the 
long delay and the secrecy sur- 
rounding the case. 

He also expressed concern 
that the Director of Public Pros- 
ecutions had not brought a 
prosecution. 

“The result begs the question 
as to why the DPP did not think 
the evidence sufficient to bring 


"© || charges. They spent 12 months 


sitting on the report. Gary has 
gone through a lot more than 
was necessary. The hearings 
were in secret and although he 
was there, he was not allowed a 
lawyer with him.” 

Mr Stretch is bringing a civil 
claim for damages against the 
police. 

He said: “{ feel cheated at the 
length of time I waited and that 
the hearing was not publicly 
reported, I feel it should have 
gone in front of a jury. The evi- 
dence was strong enough. 

“After all this time, it seems a 
bit of an anti-climax. I was 
cross-examined by four QCs 
and at times I felt as though [ 
was the accused, not the 
victim.” 

Scotland Yard confirmed that 
seven officers had been found 
guilty of the -disciplinary 
charges. Recommendations for 
possible further action are 
being passed to the 
Commissioner. 
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SHOCK figures reveal a horrify: 
ing increase in the number of 
violent attacks on police officers 
~ which means that coppers can 
virtually expect to be attacked as 


part of their job. 

And this cally coincides with a lo- 
carl Pats ng. group salting for # 

¢ ingui to ce assaults on 

Sebald of the ce 

The demand for an investigation into 
alleged malpractice — which has angered 
senior police chiefs ~ highlights the ever 
widening rift between some sections of 
the community and the police. 


HACKNEY 


ore VI 





Te comes at a time when attacks on po- 
lice are on the increase. In a recent 10 
day period, 25 officers were kicked, pun- 
ched, bitten and scratched as they pa- 
trolled the streets — and those are just ‘the 
figures for Stoke Newirigion nick. 

One, 23-year-old constable, Pe David 
Townsend, is still lying in a hospital bed 
six months after he was chased by a mob 
and battered unconscious with his own 


truncheon. He had tried to arrest a man © 


who jumped a red traffic light in a car. 
And Pe Colin Watson, 31, is to re- 
ceive a special commendation for brav- 
ery after he chased a burglary suspect 
despite being stabbed three times in the 


ECHO 


3! 


lice facing 
olence 


chest and back by the man. 

Chief Supt Roy Clark, Stoke Newing~ 
ton‘s new top cop, said: “Assaults on of- 
ficers are aaa Moga? frequen, It ist 
accepted as part of the job, an | 

oe 3, thank 


are rarely used in these attacks, 
God. 


But watchdog group, Hackney Com-' 
munity Defence Campaign (HCDA),: 
also released figures showing a 100 per’ 
cent increase in the number of cases they’ 
have dealt with this Pgs 

Out of « total of 51 cases, arising from 
32 separate incidents, HCDA say 25 In- 
volved people assaulted by the police, 
nine needing hospital treatment. 
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Seven police recommended 
for dismissal after pub attack 


hearing after evidence had been 
heard about their behaviour in 
The Limes pub, Hackney, on 
November 5, 1987. 

Gary Stretch, then ngcd 24, 
was attacked with a beer glass 
and severely beaten up. His 
father, Edward Stretch, and the 
pub barmaid, Joanne Legg, 
made a complaint about the be- 
haviour of the seven, who were 
off-duty and had been drinking 
in the pub. 

On the basis of an initial in- 
vestigation the Director of Pub- 
lic Prosecutions decided there 
was insufficient evidence to 
prosecute; the Police Com- 
plaints Authority then super- 
vised an investigation by Scot- 
land Yard's Complaints 
Investigation Bureau. 

Mr Stretch, now working a5 a 
driver, is bringing a civil action 
for damages against the police. 

The officers have been sus- 
pended on full pay for three 





















Duncan Campbell 
Crime Correspondent 


re 
Le Metropolitan Police 
officers have been recor- 
mended for dismissal for their 
discreditable conduct in con- 
nection with an attack on a 
man in an east London pub 
three yenrs Ago, Scotland Yard 
announced yesterday. 

An internal disciplinary tri- 
bunal returned a guilty verdict 
onthe seven on Tuesday, and 
has passed its recommendation 
to the commissioner. The deci- 
sion will be made by Sir John 
Dellow, the deputy commis: 
sioner, as the commissioner, 
Sir Peter Imbert, is recovering 
from a heart attack. 

The seven — Alan Barr, Paul 
Caddy, Paul Wells, Peter Clis- 
sold. Car! Simon, Simon Haw, 
and David Thompson — arc all 
constables from City Road 
station in east London. They 


were found guilty at a closed |} at the tribunal by four QCs. 
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years. They were represented 
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After three years, Scotland Yard tribunal Training scheme planned for would-be helpers 


finds seven Pcs guilty of pub attack 


SEVEN City Road coppers 
face the sack after being found 
guilty of a savage attack on 27- 
year-old Gary Stretch, who 
was slashed with a broken beer 
glass and kicked unconscious 
while drinking in The Limes 


pub 
Road in 19 


Ar intemal discipli- 
nary hearing 


fand Yard, 
secret with 


and public barred, 
came to the decision on 


Tuesday. 
py. “I've 


resi uf my life. 


“Thote policemen ahould have faced criminal 


in Hackney 


87. 


by Scot- 
held in 
the Press 


Fea ri livin 


charges. | believe there was enough evidence 


tie cons 
viel therm in front of a jury. Ablhough 1 feed vindicated 
chp ab tonpage, Hh i : 


[ weni cy 


ohes ae 


Tk fa oid pola sel to the dey since the vickoud 
* 


braw 
t gleas 


the off 
“s face, 


ran off, jeav- 


leg eg oll tealle ibeeg 
a pool of binn!, tut m- 


tured Inter. 


An inveriigation by the Police 
followed, at the ills constables r 


press criminal charges egainst eny of the offi- 


th 
Alan Bort, Paul 
men, Stman Ils 


coors. 
At the di hearing, four top barris- 
cet ein 


ipat Peter Cliseold, Carl 5i- 
w art David Thompenn — tut 


Gary war sot allowed « lawyer a1 all. 


thould ga throu ‘ ¥ 
dosed doors. 
*] woe in for a week and off work 


sick for two- irl bey while the police - 


ncn over 
them. P'va only been g 


ope a a eee 
ven @ tare of jotticn 
and T am comtinuing with a 
eee for compence- 


"There were tines when fel 


I warhead ie 
sr ter neve me a 
on. 


ewarh the whole 


sduty coppers rmached a 


by 
STEWART 
FOWLER 





‘KICK 
THE 


Put, despite the auiliy finding, Gary be far from h 
i ae : r wtih the Seimei 
that aliack,”* he anid, “and [it will be with me for the 




















Police sditit It’s the tip of the Iceberg 





olunteers plea 


by crime victim 
support scheme 


VOLUNTEERS are desperaicly 
necded to hefp out Hackney's 
viclim support scheme, which 
gives advice and comfort lo any- 
one who is on the receiving end 
of a crime ~ whether it’s bur- 
glary, a mugging, or worse. 
Legaia hich shows 780 poorie 
“ 1 
ree eee tic baa tar hein nike past 


year. 

Although that's over aa per cent 
dows on the year before, it's not because 
the crime rate's going down = tai be- 
cauva for three months there was only an 
emergency service available while the 
scheme moved to new offloes wt 7 Mare 
Stree, Ilackney. 

Chairman Jemece Willteme said: 





Crackdown on 
racial attacks 


POLICE are cracking down on race ailacks in the borough, but admit that the 
incidents reported to them are “just the tip of the iceberg. 
A new icheme wat launched at Hackney police tation 


terdsy (Thurzday) to get to grips with the problem 
urea reveal that so far this eaters have heen IDS incidents 
feponed to the police = the seme number ay for the whale of 


1989, which wern double the 
figures for the previous year, 

The scheme, which has 
heen ere a ne ip month 
ten at oc Newing- 
tom police tiation, meant the 

incident with « possible 
racial mative = from verhal 
abuse lo ttriou aosaulie = 
will be recorded at a crime 
and vestigated. 

Bua police deny thal race al- 
tacks fa netcitarily on the in- 
cra, They the rise in 
< aged ar ae 

at Treote are prepa 
to repent mtiacks, thal the 
lice themeclvea take hea 
more teriounly than before 
and thel there is a growing 
awarencis of what can ba 
donc to prevent harat+ment. 

Inipector Pau) Wotton, 
from Stoke Newington's 
Youth mé Community icc: 
tine uaid: we <n have 4 

| r arding ra- 
tal rhs and a priority 
commitment to invesiigate 
them than wae perhaps the 
case in the past. 


Awareness 


“There in a growing eware- 
nett in community of 
herw we are able io help, anc 
an empathy from police offi- 
cen towards the esl re- 
Porting these matters. 

“Our definition of a ‘ra- 
cdal* incidend is «here the vic- 
sail or id ileal or the 

ce officer vet 6 mm 
Ad madive 10 . 

“Sometime: it is dilficuk 
10 identify the person cauting 
the hargiement, tan if we 


find the person then actinn * 
idence I 


can be taken. Some ine 
will be referred to the hous: *| 
ing authority to deal with, 5 
and all that is needed in tome 
others is edvice to all parties. * 
“Bai [ am aware that rectal * 
incidents ore being under-re-* 
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by STEWART 


FOWLER 





Yea- 
fig- 


Special 
scheme 
launched 


Ho 602 


by STEWART 
FOWLER 


“Crime, we thought, wat going into & 
regia bat thet wad only a dream. We 
have witnessed thrée rt within the 
space of a few months end alec the appal- 
ling srutder of Pe Laurence Brown, 


Community organisation 


“It Is m that fe will ane 
forward sp lbp amt ua bes hel 
cuhers when crime fi abst ' 
lives. Victim is community of: 

anisation ada a need the support af 
the commundly to make ft work. 

On Monday training coarse for vo- 
lurtecrt begins, along with neighbouring 


GO 


Tower Hamlets’ victim support icheme, 
at the Salvation Anmy centre in Mare 
Sireet 

Volunteers wruld take teven evenin 
sounes and two Saturdays on couneci: 
ling thills, the effects of crime, practical 
het and advice giving, the criminal jus- 
tice tytiem and racial awarenest. 

Inspector Lan Jamieson, from Slackney 
fulice station, gee rene of -— 

me f ' re 
i io get ilher apes fametimen 4 
thocking ox perience. 

“The Jocal victim support scheme has 
eon inued ko go me ais th 
and 1s iding an imenenocly valcable 
emllce tae viens of crime in IPack- 
ney.” 

Anyone interested in becoming @ vo 
lunteer should phone O41-533 $332 


)25 





‘A multi-agency approach is the best way to tackle disorder’ 


Double-pronged 
attack on crime 


‘HE launch last week of a crime prevention blueprint for the 
orough demonstrated the new spirit of co-operation between 
police. 


fackney Council and the 

Town hall chiefs and Hack- 
sy"s c signalled a 
aw in the once i y relation? 
ip by publicly pledging to, 
‘lp combat crime together. 

t follows the council's re-. 
mt decision to sit on the bor-. 
igh’s police watchdog 
coup after boycotting it for- 
© pant three years. 

. tation between the, 
‘lice, the community end 
e local authority is the key: 

beating crime. That was 
e messege of the joint 22 
ige document entitled 
“rime ention: The Pan- 
‘ship Approach,’ drawn up, 

a response to a Home Of-. 
st request for details of: 
i to reduce crime. 

ackney Council leader: 
hn M erty pointed to 


“The council is committed 
working closely with the lo- 
I peace be Rm: “The 
iet Street Bright’ i 

r example, was Zh ie 
an by our Police Research 





ey arranged a seminar 
tween police and council of- 
evs to identify particular parts of the 
rough with high levels of crime and in- 
equaie street lighting. 

“The council could then use this infor- 
ition, plus the results of a public sur- 
y, to target street lighting 
provements where they are needed 


wt 
Chief Supt Niall Mulvihill, from Hack- 





@SsI In the 
McCatfen 


fferty, 





alnt subrnission are Counc! 


ney and Wity Road police station, and 
Chief Supe Roy Clarke, from Stoke New- 
ington police station, re-affirmed their 
commitment to consultation and co- 
operative working. 

“We are pleased that the council is 
secking to join Hackney's Police Com- 
munity Consultative Group,” said Chief 
Supt Mulvihill, “as this will strengthen 


I chief executive Jer 
lef Supt Roy Clarke and Chief Supt Niall Mutvihill. 


| White, council leader John 
and formalise the links which already 
exist,” ; 

Chief Supt Clarke added: “A multi- 
agency approach is the best way to com- 
bat the problem of drugs to take but one 
example. 

“We are keen to work closely with the 


council and other agencies to beat 
cume.” 


tax demo in March. 







! Cuckoos clock in for Cha 


Does this mean full 
support for police? 


I READ with some scepticism the Gazette story (Octo- 
ber 26 issuc) about Hackney Council's U-tum in join- 
ing the Police Community Consultative Group, and 
wonder what their motives are considering it has taken 
three years to do an about-tum after constant prompt- 
ing from our Cllr Joe Lobenstein and the Conservative 


E.On Octaher 24, [ sat in a mecting of the council in 
the Town Hall and listened to the leader, Clir Ichn 
McCafferty, outline his conditions of entry, his inten- 
tions and ambitions which amounted to the council hav- 
ing overall control of the consultative group. 

His specch brought to mind the council's own Po- 
lice Committee and the Hackney Community Defence 
Association, both of which have shown their anti-po- 
lice and anti-establishment attitudes. I could not help 
but remember the CPC's vigorous opposition to the 
Neighbourhood Watch Scheme and, of course, the 
council's Backing an support to the HCDA. 

Will Clr McCafferty now tel) us if the council is 
really doing a U-tum? Or is this yet another ploy to 
flea their muscles against our police? If the council are 
serious about fighting crime in Hackney, will they 
withdraw their support for the CPC and HCDA groups 
and put a representative of the council on the G 
for them to report back to their leader? And would he 


go on record saying that he and his council will give 
ull and unconditional support, ration and assis- 
tance to our police in their fight against the soaring 
crune rate we have here in Hackney? 

Then, and only then, will the decent hard-working 
people of Hackney belicve his motives. — PHIL 

cCULLOUGH, CONSERVATIVE PARTY 
CHAIRMAN, SPRINGFIELD WARD. 





Civil rights group probe 
fascism in new Europe 


HOW the black community respond to the rite of fascism 
Europe when trade barriers are broken down in 1992 is the 
ject of Tower Hamlets MP Mildred Ganton's speech to the © 
nual mecting of civil rights watchdog Capa on Tuesday, 

Tottenham MP Bemic Grant will be s ing on what " 
single market in 1992 will mean for black people, immigr 
and refugees, with special reference to policing and the tr 
ment of young people. 

Capa is a Tower Hamlets-based community organisati 
which offers support and advice in the areas of racial viole: 
and harassment to the black communities in Tower Hami 

The meeting takes place at Dame Colet House, Ben Jon: 


Road, Stepney, at 7pm. 





ts bash . 


+ 





——— i (3 Bis ie aL eat eee 
ock the Cuckoo Club (clockwise from bottom 
Frank Jordan (violin), Milly Day (keyboard) 
eae (guitar), Ben Rosborough (drums) and 
’ 


THE superbly named Dik 
Ugly Ensembie join the Cuck- 
oo Club and those Kalashni- 
kov's of Hackney rock and 
roll, the AK 47’s, at a benefit 
Bg for Hackney Community 

efence Association at Chats 
Palace in Homerton. 


The bands have joined together to 
raise cash for HCDA afier tha Cuck- 
oo Club’s bassist, Chas Loft, was 
one of the peopte thoy helped alter 
arrasts during the Mare Street poll 


He 


He was subsequently aquitted but 
the band are so eed tor: the help 
that HCDA have given other pecple 
they want to say thanks with cash. 

HCDA say they will be using the 
money to finance their annual “We 


_ Remember” march in January, which 


commemorates deaths and 
in police custody in Hackney. 


The Cuckoo Club all live in Hack- 
ney and Chas descibes their music, 
featuring viclin and keyboards, as a 
fusion of The Fall, the Smiths and 


juries 


G-tt-IO 


Lush, with a cartain hint of the 
other wo lcenens of the Cocteau 
g, 


The Dik Uglies are all from Sunder- 
land but Hve In Dalston. Apart fram 
having a great name they also write 
sand titles like “I've Got My Whisk 
a aa Weekend And I'm Going Bac 


The music is described as “the 
Stranglers but faster,” so you will 
have to make your own mind up 
down at Chats Palace in Brooksby's 
Walk on Thureday. The show starts 
at 8,30 pm. Tickets £2.50. 


1a 4 


| 

INSIDE STORY | : 
One night in a pub, seven off- 
duty policemen beat up Gary 


stretch. Three years passed 


K 


before a tribunal found the. 


officers quilly. The case has 
left bad feelings all round, 
wile Duncan Campbell 
aid Martin J Walker 


Eightics East End pubs. Flash 

and glitzy, with loud music and 
“oy tertainers” -— disc jockeys and strip- 
pe) 4-— aimed at the young men of Hack- 
nev with a few bob to spend. 

On Guy Fawkes Night 1997, there 
were two groups at ihe pub. The first 
was part of an unofficla) wake. Th 
hail been to the funeral of Elaina Dimi- 
tri, a young woman stabbed to death 
thre months earlier whose burial had 
becn held up by an inquest. Her 


= 
i Limes was one of those very 


brolher, Nikki, and a group of his, 


fricnds were in one part of the bar. 

the other group was also young and 
all male: seven off-duty police consta- 
bles from nearby City Road police 
sta'ion. 

Also tn the pub that night was Gary 
Stretch, a 24-year-old from Hoxton. He 
would pop into The Limes about once a 
weck and on this occasion was with an 
old friend. Gary knew Nikki Dimitri but 
had not been to the funeral and felt 
awkward about joining the wake. The 
barmaid that night was Joanne Legg: 
wlih two groups buying from halls 
rounds she was run off her feet. 

Outside the pub, listening to his car 
radio and walting for his wife to finish 
work, sat the husband of one of the pub 
strippers, He did not, 18 4 rule, go into 
the pubs where she was working. 

Gary Stretch was “known to the 
police”. He had two previous convic- 
tions for actual bodily harm — one dur- 
ing a football match against a police 
_ team — and had served a prison sen- 
‘fence. His photograph was up In the 
police station across the road. But he 
had not been in trouble for three years 
and was now working regularly as a 
window cleaner, He got chatting to one 
of the funeral party. 

Coincidentally, one of the young offi- 
cers had been to school with one of the 
funeral party. When he spotted him 
drinking with Gary he asked: “What are 
you doing drinking with that flash, 
thieving cunt?” This was reported back 
to the funeral party. 

One of Stretch’s friends could see 
trouble coming. He suggested that Gary 
head into the toilet to avold it. One of 
the police officers had apparently 
Issued a warning that Stretch and any- 
one he was with had 30 seconds to get 
out of the pub or “get a booting”. 
Stretch was puzzled. He went and sat 
down al a table with his friend. 

“T was just sitting down when J got hit 
from behind. ft didn't know what was 
happening,” says Stretch. He had been 
hit with a pint glass, which partially 
severed his ear, He was punched to the 
Noor and then dragged outside Into the 
streei. Then the boot went tn. . 





“I was lylng there, my shirt and my 
Jeans had been pulled off, ] was just tn 
my underpants and it was really cold, It 
was November. I couldn't understand 
what was happening." 

The savagery of the beating Stretch 
was given shocked the stripper’s fits- 
band, watching from hls car. The crowd 
finally dispersed and Gary Stretch was 
carried back inside the pub. His at- 
fackers moved off, 

“People ln dhe pub teled te mep up the 
blead with a bar towel,” says Stretch. 


3 1 4 be } : + i Zi ; = BE i 
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Uniformed police from Bethnal Green 
arrived. Stretch was put ina police van. 
The stripper asked: “What are you 
doing io him? He hasnt caused any 
trouble.” She jumped into the van, too. 

“| said, ‘Don't hit me, don't hit me,’ 
and a sergeant put his arm around me 
and said, "Don't worry, no one is going 
to hit you." “* He was driven to the Lon- 
don Hospital. By now, Stretch had lost 
renscjausness. 

Steetely apent five this tn taspidal 
during which time his ear was stliched 


C, VARDIAN 


THE VICTIM: 
Gary Stretch was 
known to the 
police. He had 
two previous 
convictions for 
actual bodily 
harm — one 
during a football 
match against a 
police team — 
and had served a 
prison sentence. 
Hie photograph 
was up in the 
police station 
across the road 
from the Limes 
pub, But he had 
nol been In 
trouble for three 
years 


PHOTOGRAPH: 
E, HAMILTON WEST 
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up and his neck put jn a brace. 
Meanwhile, his father Eddie had been 
phoned by a friend who suggested he 
find their GP because they thought 
Gary was being held in a police station. 
Eddie Stretch phoned a polilceman 
friend at-Scoiland Yard who advised 
him to make a complaint, advice he fol- 
lowed immediately. He was Joined In 
the complaint by Joanne Legg, the bar- 
maid, whose father was a policeman. 
“Aly patents were Uirown by bt,” says 
Gary. "My mother, who works for BP, 


lo. tl -9O 


Loe 





had always supported the police. When 
] was In trouble in the past with them 
she would say, ‘You've been in trouble 
and now you've got to pay for it’. When 
this happened jt was almost as if she 
was ashamed. There was my picture in 
the papers for having been beaten up 
and it was almost as though it was my 
fault. She felt embarrassed at work 
about it,” 

For the next three years the tncident 
became the main talking point in the 
Stretch household. 

“My father was very upset about it. It 
had an effect on the whole house. It 
became an angry house." So angry that 
Gary Stretch moved out for a while to 
Bournemouth. 

The Metropolitan Pollce’s complalnts 
investigation branch force was called 
in. One of the investigating officers 


, came round io see Gary and showed 


hin a small sliver krlfe. Was It tls? 

“[ had never seen tt before. Now they 
were saying that the police had had te 
take it off me because I went for them 


| with a knife. [t was imbelievabie.” Gary 


Stretch now feared that he might fare a 
charge for assaulting the potlee. Tul the 


‘ investigating officers appeared io be 


' Veve hin. The investigation contlinued. 


In January 1989, the Directer of Pub- 

ile Prosecutions announced that there 

' would be no charges as there was insuf- 
ficlent evidence. The papers were 
returned to the police who decided to 


“conduct an tnternal disciplinary 


hearing. 

| “I was disappointed. In fact, I wanted 
them to charge me be- 

cause at least that 


don't think they could belleve they 
would be found guilty. 

“One of them got up and slung his 
jacket off and stormed out. He was in 
bits. I could hear one of them shouting 
and being quiectened down by another 
officer. They couldn't believe st.” 

Gary, now working as a driver, did 
not feel like celebrating. “I feel cheated 
in a way In that it went to an Internal 
inquiry and not to court. And that it 
took so long. If the same thing happened 
to someone else I would tell them to 
bring a private prosecution.” 

Fis father, Eddie, says now that he 
would not do the same again “tl 
wouldn't go through the same proce- 
dure again. The pressure on the family 
has been Jnterminable. The potice go on 
about the pressure on them but it was 
belf-inflicted.” 

Joanne Loge agrees: “T wouldn't nd: 
vise anyone to do fi. | was cross exasm: 
ined for a whole day, they spat me out 
for breakfast. They asked a lot of hor- 
ribie, irrelevant things,” 

The case Is an example of whit tn 
some ways is a “successfil” compfinint. 
Seven police officers who nilsbehaved 
Ina pub have heen dismissed. tt ts the 
largest such dismissal and the most sip- 
nificant incldent of its kind since the 
Holloway Road case ended in 1997 with 
ofilcers gullty of assaulting four young 
men on thelr way back from a north 
London carnival. 

But as far as the complainants are 
concerned, they feel there were many 
errors {n the way the process operates: 

they would have liked 
to have a legal repre- 


re tinct’ Total cost will fron, thpwten 
itkerang setae be 500,000 — fe ie, as cous 
plaittobepursued, «= AN Expensive —=Swted Gary Stretch 
wernt night out eect 


inot run its course. 

The officers, who 

were all sti!l suspended on full pay, In- 
structed counsel to ask for the disclpttn- 
ary charges against them to be thrown 
out on the grounds that so much time 
had elapsed between the incldent and 
the convening of the tribunat and thai 
this amounted to “abuse of process". 
The case, backed by the Police Federa- 
tion, went to the High Court. The plea 
was rejected. The police officers’ egal 
feam then obtained an ex parte injunc- 
tion to halt proceedings pending a judt- 
cial review. Mr Justice Popplewell how- 
ever turned down their application for a 
review on the grounds that there were 
“no exceptional circumstances" 


Y THIS time Gary Stretch was 
also becoming frustrated. "I 
felt like ‘wiping my mouth’ and 
forgetting about it,” says Stretch. But 
the tribunal did finally go ahead. It was 
heid in Tintagel House in south London, 
headquarters of the police interna! in- 
vestigation unit, CIB 2. 
Stretch, his father and Joanne Legg 
tended. Worried that he mizht be sub- 
ject to libel proceedings If the case 
against the pelice was not proved, 
Stretch asked if he could have a lawyer 
resent. This was turned down. The 
earings are private and cannot be 
reported. Stretch was warned that any 
holes he took could be taken off him. 
“The first day I went in, there were 
these seven officers in uniform glaring 
at me,” says Stretch. “You would see 
them in the gents and pass them tn the 
corridor and | felt very vulnerable." 
The evidence went on, with some Inter- 
ruptions, for four weeks. 
At Jast the day when the verdicts 
ere due arrived, 
i “They looked really confident,” says 
Stretch. “They were throwing sweets to 
each other and talking and laughing. 1 


Metropoiltan Pollce 

and had to tnterrupt 
io add details to the case; the press was 
not able to report the proceedings; the 
three-year ‘delay meant that a cloud 
hung over ihe case. 

Tle police officers might also argue 
that the delay did them no favours, they 
were in Hmbo for three years with a 
cloud of suspicion over them. Now they 
secm certain to lose their careers. 

The total cost will not be less than 
£500,000. Quite an expensive night out 
in the pub. 

The Potice Complaints Authority, 
which was set up In 1985, recognise crit- 
Icisms of the way they operate but ar- 
gue that itis not up to them to make the 
decision to make changes. They pro- 
cessed a total of 11,155 complaints in 
1989, most of them minor. They find 
themselves between the police ranks 
who feel they are a phates — 
“PCA” Is sometimes said to stand for 
“Prosecute Coppers Always” — and the 
public whe are unaware of their work 
or its difficulties. 

On the secrecy of the process, the 
PCA position is that “It gives the ap- 
pearance of being shrouded in mystery, 
Which detracts from the credibility of 
the system”, 

The police defend the proceedings, 
saying that few professions punish their 
offenders more seriously. Those officers 
Who fose their jobs, as the seven seem 
likely to, have that stigma hanging over 
them. On secrecy of hearings. they ac- 
knowledge that there may be a case to 
examine public hearings. 

The Director of Public Prosecutions 
decided officers should not face a crim: 
nal trial. So we are left with dissatisfied 
complainants, angry police, uneasy 
Police Complaints Authority. 

And how was it at The Limes this Guy 
Fawkes night? Very quiet. It has closed 
down, Something to do with the atmo- 
sphere? @ 
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GET on : 
from Stoke Newington polies eta? 


mountain bikes clutt : 
basement! mts the hae 
ey Wanl people whe have had 

cles sicien 4 come and soe if hey 


bicy: 
can Id 
Man 


bers, 


“We sre eager to retu 
eo Hise owners,” sald Del Gon Pour 


“It fe almost Impoesible for ve to find 





He biket Po John Evans le tide —_ re 
Pc makes on yet bike plea! 


‘the ownere a8 although most of the 


ur bike, . 


enilfy them at the police station. 


and shops and daa- 


aon endjiine te 

an am every Saturday, but 
eelinamne dP tt it 

eo Fo Evens. ff you want 

get your bike stamped, contact the 
home beat olilee on 071 428 7176, 








eT 


of Ihe stolen bicyciea, 

















“Eh 
oe = 





‘ bikes have serial numb 
that's the meesage from co who 1! eco | when Eiko 
have 21 bicycles includin trendy hee pl a aaa sate, hen reuse 


‘number sism on th t 
oan track mies the sg Terie 


| And home best officer Pe Jch 
Evane poltied out thet with Chrisimae 


y of the blkea were recovered alter drawing near and 
por etauain pel iat had ret a le gal bikes as gestive citi trans pie 
sre ata aand selling portant lo get them cycle-coded. 


[cycles between 


Ve ta phone up ta make en sp- 





¥O DUDES! These mea 


alxgune In thelr belts, 
The seven-stro 





A MAN who beat up a Stoke 
Newington policeman by repeat- 
edly hitting him with the con- 
stnble’s own truncheon has been 


five years. t 
iateo ice Townend, 23, hae spent the 
past eix months off-duty recovermg from 


stopped Telfcr’s cas In Seven 
Sisters Road, Finshury Park. 


WPre 


But when they got out of thelr van lo 
talk to him he off, jurnpin two red 
traffic Lights narrowly missing other 


Pe Townsend 

oe a pedesed hig tn ie an the nd. Tel. 
fer refused, and waa suddenly joined by 
four by-nanders le tars the com 
sable and encouraged Telfer to run off - 
which he did. : 

But the Stoke Newington copper gave 
chase and caught Telfer, who managed 
to grab the constable's truncheon during 
a 


Fi time the officer tied to get 
ray Mr Marshall, “he war hit on 
e defendant thouted ‘I'm 
gang 


kill ia 
Aa the paints lay covered in blood, 
his WPc colleague rin towards the group 
ewesring and shouting with her trun- 


checnt raised, Telfer =. off, only to give 
himsetf up a few doye later. 

He adzhitied 10 police that-et the time 
he ped beset as ir canta: 
bin, din’ ward to be cau 

‘Giving evidence, Det Sgt John Lock 
said thet Pe Townsend was duc to retum 


fueern. 

Telfer wes jailed for four years for un- 
Lawful wounding. and for tf months for 
driving while disqualified and driving 


HQ IGT 


' *. en 
= 


n-leoking tawkeepera rods 
Into town on Tuesday, dust on thelr stetzons and 
posse, from the South Caroll- 


na County Sharli's Department, coutdn't bein 
thelr hatses on the plene — bul they brought thelr 


nificent seven 








cowboy boats, sherilf's stare and hardecte yankee 
“the big John W 

e big John Wayne lookailkes rom America's 
Desp Scuth ect tough, look tough snd ARE touch! 
What's more, they've pe & price on avery beddie's 
heed In the borough. The group are based et Heck- 


Police draw a 
blank in 
double killing 


POLICE are no nearer catching the kill- 
ett uf two Bangladeshi men who were 
brrutatiy stabbed as their young [amily 
looked on cowering in fear under a bed. 
Esmoth Ati, $5, died from a single 
tab wound when a black man and s 
white man burst into his home in Flower 
oe Dean Walk, Spitalfields, in July, 
Hie Hed to death on the doortep be- 
fore an could reach him, 
Preseer Warls All came to his uncle's 
aid when he heard the struggle. Ie re- 
ceived multiple stab wounds and died al- 
most 12 monthe later alter being on a life 
support machine in the Landen [fospital. 
The attackert, armed with a knife and 
a handgun, terrorised Me Wari Ali's fa- 
mily, heating his pregnamt wife and child- 
ren as they demanded cash. 


Unlawful 


At an inquest on Wednesday, Poplar 
Conmer De Douglas Chamber reaorded 
a of unlawful killing on Waris 


Since the stlack 50 detectives have 
been involved in tracking down the kill- 
ers and Dei Supt John tt told the 
court that 1,344 separaic inquiries had 
been made into the double hidleng. ao 

He said nobody had been charged but 
that the evidence wae periodically under 

ew 

One theory wae that the killers 
if Esmoth Ali was banker for the 
Spitalfields’ Banjatdeshi population end 
helped then send money home. 

The killers empty-handed os 
there war no cash in the house. 


‘40 


ney police siatlon 
all week and will be 
ding ahoigun with 
the jecal cops when 
they go out end 
about on the 
streeta, 


They're afl on oe 
fact-finding tour of 
the borough, east 
how cur police wor 
and what they do dil. 


cite sxe 
Invited 


Inviled over by 
Hackney Woe Tins 
Martin, on behalf of 
the Intemational Aw 
acclalion of Women 
Police Oificers, they 
jumped at the 
chance. 


On thelr home turf 
they deal with a bur- 
platy avery two 

ours and a murder 
avery Z1 days = so 
Hackney probably 
feels like » holiday! 


So, hey dudes = 
time to rida Inia the 
sunsel? 


Ing 









© The scene of the fire in Kyverdale. 
Road, Stoke Newington, 


A HAVE-A-GO hero snatched a 
helpless tot from a flame and 
amoke-filled bedroom on Sun- 
day afternoon, 

nd the brave man who raked his 
own life to save the 14-month-old boy 
was Raphael Joseph, tha Sloke Newing- 
lost businessman al the centre of allega- 
Uons of police bnuality. 

He had walle hia Stake Newingion 
Common ¢ on Sundey altemoon 
TGs eee stan 

owing from house 5 
dale Road. i be 

After nannin p ioeescese eikound 
Vee gy i amin road 
screaming ~ 5 ide, 
baby?” and . cated ot peorte tenia nad 
around watching a fi 
the dour end.sdndcers. Siamannine arose 


~ Boxer 
wins 
£50,000 
from 


Passet-by Tetsiiet-W Felole(=\ante teach baby’s bedroom 


Hero plucks tot 
from flat blaze 





by STEWART FOWLER 


“T couldn't just stand there and do 
nothing.” said el, $2. "lL have a two- 
year-old child myself, and knew how the 
zoilier wil ba (cella L 

“Tier husband and | grabbed a» ladder 
and dragged it round to the beck of the 
house, jumping over four garden walls to 


gat ; 
' Thick smoke 


“Then f climbed up to the top floor, 
snathed the wise ts a back par haeel 
Soh ee ie 

Wes a to ee be- 
raute the aoe Was 10 thick and pe 
Ing, 30 I carefully felt my way around 
the roarn anti] 7 carne to a cot, then grab- 


a i. a 


~ 


Tcouldn’t 
just stand 
there and 


do nothing, 
Says gutsy 
Raphael 


bed the baby boy arid handed him to his 
{ether waiting ot the lop of the ladder.” 

Lite Nanak pil wes mashed io 
Homerton Hospital where he was treated 
for smoke inhalation before being trans: 
ferred lo e children's ward st the Royal 
Landon Tespial in Whitechapel. 

Nanak, whose parent: and sit tiners 

the blaze , it now well 

on hia way to a full recovery. 

“ET know F risked my life but I'd do a 
a al without hesitation," exid acl, 
who hit the headlines in July last year 
after claiming he was badly besten up by 
police who arresied him for driving the 
wrong way down 2 one-way tireet, 

After spending a week in intenuive 


care ind month: ge from his in- 
juries, be is still in the process of suing 
the police for compentation, 


with a street rales 





Defenceless man 


A CROWD of about 20 young 
Asians savagely attacked a defence- 
bess white man and left him fightin 
for his life, the Old Bailey was to 


this week. 

He was punched and 
kicked, besten with fron bars 
a tree branch and « baseball 
bat, and repeatedly siabbed, 

The victim, Tet- 
ence Swinney, 42, 
war driving with his 
wife ton Ww 
the windscreen was 
smashed by a brick. 
Tle got out of the car and became invelved in 
an incident with Malik Mish, 17, who was 
knocked to the ground. 

“The Broup of Asiana then attacked Mr 
Swinncy and he was hopelesly outnumbered,” 
tid Mr David Bate, prosecuting. “Hit arms 
were held so that he was helplcst and Mish 
got up and mabbed him repeatedly in the face 


and : 

The crowd fled and Mr Swinney war taved 
by a “Gond Samaritan.” Four Asians, aged be- 
tween 16 and 18, were accused of being in- 
volved in the attack. 

Miah denics atternpting to murde? Mr Swin- 
ney and wounding him at Den Jonson Road 

| Abdul Gofur, Abdul 

Alim and Abdul Il el ia Tot guilty to 

cauting him grievous ily hann. All deny 

sly disorder, exerpl Golur, who admits the 
rge. 


Teengger attacked 


The jury was told thal the attack wat one of 
several “racial incidents” in London's East 
End sfict a protest march by white parents to 
He] et Secondary School where a teenager 
had stabbed. 


The Swinney family had been on the march 
and were making theit way home when their 
car was t . +g on 

Mr Swinney was left slumped on the pave: 
menl and his wife, wha ari etill im i 
drove on to the pavement towards ber hus 
band's assailants and they ran away, “I lis con: 
dition on arrival al hospital wa very serious 
and he was covered in blood from head to 
fool The injuries wers thresicning hit Life,” 


legedly told police how the 
tacked the victim. “We ali started tuting him 
but) coulda’t find anything ta hit him with. 

used my fits. Some had sucks, but ] didn’t 


stabbed 
repeatedly 


— court told 


Right-wingers in 
protest march 


A MASSIVE pollce presence kept elval 
groups spard as about 200 members 
and supporiers of the right-wing Brit: 
Ish National Party marched through He- 
thnal Green on Salurday aficrnoon 
thouling racist slogans and giving Nazi 
Enlutes. 

The demo calling for “Rights for 
Whites” was heatlly pollced a3 1 
sed down Roman Road and ended in 2 
Fally st which speakers Included the for- 
mer leader of the Natlonal Front, Joha 
Tyndall. Rival anti-facists staged & 
counter-march and the two were kept 
well apart 

The “Rights for Whites” march was 
organised In protest at the acqulital of 
tlghi Bangladesh! youths afler the stab- 
bing of 17-year-old white schoolboy 


John Stoner at Alorpeth School Jast 
February, 





arca. Abdul Ialim was seen to “shuffle his 
fect" and near his foot poli 

Suniey knife. Miah was found to have the vic: 
tim's blood on his clothing, Mr Rave added. 


ict found an orange 


Golur was arrested three days lsicr and s1- 


crowd had al- 


countc] said. set ntab him. E didn’t vee « krife or 
Three of the accuted, Mish, Alim and Ila. any blood.“ 
lim, were tiopped by police searching the = © The trial continuct. 


pered te be on 0 different job en 


waa when they ard = keeping ws 


Police find massive cannabis 
' haul after chance inquiry 


UNDERCOVER cops found dre 
af £500,000 


th pessersion ef with 
cenit sepply, Desa 





} on his character. 
Lf 


police 





© Maurice Hope — no sialn 


4 nreaped fe Samerficld 
Reid, Flesh ery rir on Menday 
 ilvernoo. 


The masse crf-s-ton haul 
of whal police to be 
cannabls was discevered alment Sy ac: 
ident. 


Stoke Newington detectives Broce 
Gafbraith and Steve Goodey were tep- 


om nearby . for stolen 
cart. They bad eecest ius clous 
when 5 van polled up, and decided te 
searth the vehkle afer questioning 
ihe driver aed ea ae drogs 
haul, weighing 230 kilos, was disce- 
vered packed inte 16 bores. 

Twemens al pene Ma- 
pisiretes’ Ceart on Wednesday, 


Zeph mm, 
from Stanmere, Middlesex, ead Ax 
ley Heedtez, 28, frova Fulham, were re- 
manded in curtody enil) next 
Wi 


Maurice ape. won dam- 
ages from Metropolitan Police 
last week after claiming racist cops 
had falscly imprisoned him. 

The 38-year-old was stopped by two offi- 
cere from City Road police station at he sat 
smoking in his car in o tniffic jam in Old 
Street two years ago, the [eh Count heard. 

They accused him of having smoked canna- 
bis and awallowing several packets of the 


But the case was thrown out when it came 
to coor last because the prosecution of- 
The jodge seid he could 
jeave “without any stain on bls character.” 
Ilope brought # cate for false arrest and 
maliciaus ion agains the police who 
agreed to pay damages and hit costs. 
Maurice now lives in the West Indies, but 
his wife and daughter ill run Caprius bais- 
dressers in Kingstand Road, Dalston. 
“After T wag bundled to the ground by po- 


HACKNEY'S f id light: 
middleweight boring champ A Maurice Hope 





damages over 


‘racist’ arrest 


lice, several members of the public helped by 
titting on my back and I felt near to death te- 
cause [ couldn't breathe,” he said. 

“HT hadn't been Maurice Hope and hedn't 
had good barristers to defend my good chanec- 
te, Pm cure I would have been convicted. 

“I've done py of charity functions for 
porte pas in | pagan oo cipro 
ved upscl me. I'm not saying all police are 
bad, but there are nill a few who discrimi- 
rate,” 


The Metropolitan Police denied the claims 
but agreed io pay substantial damager “with: 
oul prejudice, 





awarded 
, 
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~ Awareness course to break down barriers 





Policemen to ¢ 
AIDS trainin 


HACKNEY’S coppers are to be 
given spccial training on AIDS 
issucs by local health experts in 
a pilot scheme that ts the first of 
its kind in London. 

~ Fifteen of the boys in blue, from Hack- 
ney, Stoke Newington and City Road po- 
lice stations, will spend Monday at 
| Homerton Herp leaming al! about the 
virus and how it is transmitted. 

Many of the cops know little about the 
potentially deadly disease, yet face situa- 
tions all the time where they could come 
into Seg aie ihe vines arueiee for 
example, e are ing from injur- 
ies from iss crashes or stabbin $. - 

hh is the idea of City and Hackney 


by STEWART FOWLER 


Health Authonty’s Action on AIDS 
team, based at St Leonard's Hospital in 
Nuttall Street, Hoxton, and has full 
su of the borough’s top cops. 

the pilot scheme is a success, every 
policeman in Hackney could eventually 
take pat. 

Chief Supt Peter Twist, from Cit 
Road police station, said: “Police offi 
cers are increasingly concerned about 
the numbers of ¢ who may be HIV 
positive, and the possible risks they face 
in dealing with them. 

“I am not aware of any officer who 
has contracted JiIV infection through his 


Asians convicted over 
assault after march — 


FOUR young Asians were remanded for rc- 
ports at the Old Bailey for being involved in 
violent disorder when a defenceless white man 
was viciously attacked by a 20-strong crowd. 

One of them, Abdul Golur, was found uil- 
ty of causing bodily harm to the vicum, Icr- 
ence Swinney, 42, by punching him. He 
admitied violent disorder. 

Mr Swinney, who was savagely beaten and 
stabbed, was lucky to eseape with his lifc, the 
court heard, ain 

The three others were convicted of being in- 
volved in violent disorder. The attack fol- 
lowed a “Rights for Whites" march in which 
some British National Panty members took 
part as police kept them apart from anti-fasctst 


The marchers, numbering about 200, 
walked from Bethnal Green police station to 
Morpeth secondary school and back, in 
February following the stabbing of a 17-ycar- 
old white boy at the school. : 

Mr Swinney had taken part in the march 
with his wife and son Peter and was driving 
home when his windscreen was shattercd by a 
brick. 

He got out of the car and knocked down a 
young Asian he believed had thrown the brick, 
the court heard. A crowd of young Asians then 


surrounded him and he was beaten with 
weapons including iron bars, a tree branch and 
a baseball bat. 

{le was then held helpicss while an un- 
known attacker stabbed him repeatedly in the 
face and body at Ben Johnson Road, stepaey: 

Police later arrested the four accused, aged 
between 16 and 18, who were convicted of 
beine present at the scene of the disorder. 

Ma ik Miah, 17, who was alleged to have 
carricd out the stabbing, was cleared: of a 
charge of attempted murder, which was with- 
drawn by the judge. He was also found not 
guilty of wounding Mr Swinney. 

Abdul Alim and Abdul [Halim were cleared 
of causing him gricvous bodily harm. A 
three were convicted of violent disorder. 

They had all pleaded not guilty. The jury re- 
tumed the verdicts after a retirement of nearly 
two hours. 

The Recorder of London, Judge Lawrence 
Vemey, remanded them on bail and ordered 
that the court be provided with reports on each 
before sentence ts passed. Each denied being 
involved in the assaults. 

Farlicr prosecuting counsel David Bate said 
the attack on Mr Say one of a num- 
ber of racial incidents in London as a result of 
the protest march by some white parents. 






pet 





work, but many men and women serving 
in the force are concemed over the issue. 

“Many people in society have fears 
and misapprehensions and lack specialist 
knowledge about HIV and AIDS and 
how it might be relevant to them. 

“If this training proves to be useful, 
we hope to train every police officer 
working in Hackney. J am sure that at an 
early stage the information gained from 
the course will be passed on to the offi- 
cers’ colleagues.” 


George Leahy, from Action on AIDS, 
added: “The officers will be given aware- 
ness training of HIV and how it can be 
transmitted. We hope this will help to 
break down the barriers surrounding the 
disease.” 





eee 
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Mum lives in fear of racists 


A YOUNG mum and her two children are 
living in fear of racists, and she blames 2 
miscarriage on the bigoted thugs. 

Hasina Dawood, 27, of Banister House, 
Homerton High Strect, daren’t fet her child- 
ren out to play in case Sateha, aged seven, 
and Abdul Hal, aged five, are attacked or 
beaten up. 

‘For the past three years my children 
have been spat on, the windows to my fat 
have been smashed, and racist graffiti 
daubed on the wails,” she sald. “I’ve had 
people urinating on the door and pushing 
excrement and used condoms through the 


letter-box. I'm afraid that next time It could 
bea petrol bomb.” 

She claims that a miscarriage she suf- 
fered In March was due to the stress of the 
harassment, and she is expecting another 
baby In April. 

A spokesperson for Hackney Council 
sald: UShe is a high priority for a transfer, 
and as soon as siftable accommodation fs 
avallabte we will move her. 

‘We sympathise with her predicament, 
but she needs a three-bedrocmed property 
and the pressure on our housing stock Is so 
great that there are few available.” 


HG 3 =F-12-40 
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THE THIRD annual mecting of the 
Hackney Police and Community 
Consultative group could have been 
a siormy affair, with a speaker 
froin the Police Complaints Author- 
ity — but in fact the evening passed 
without incident. 


With the Gary Stretch affair fresh in every- 
sever constables fram Ci 


Bat a number of people crouse up wie 

length of time — up to three year - it lakes for 

the PCA to investigate complabus from the 
about the potice. 

Ard in the Gary Suretch case, the seven con: 
stables were patd over £200,000 in wages 
whilst suspended. : 

"This borough can't afford to pay thal sort 
of money said worried Hackney resident 
Fred Pollard. “ILalf of os can't even efford to 


the tax. 
Prop Joe Lobensiein added: “li is extra- 
ordina l tome cases take two to thice 


Top cop reveals [| 4 
~ a complaints fA 


branch 


Brigadicr Pownall responded: “I personal] 
thing shere i 5 teadanch is suspend slicevice- 
ther too readil 


y. a, 
*] can understand thet if an officce ia ac- 


cuted of an offence it might well be sentible 
to withdraw him from direct contact with the 


even if he 
“He could 


area complaints aioe pra branch, with 12- 
ven chief inspection end support ita[f ta invest - 
Jie olei gil a ao gee 

i complaint against | 
investigaies one officer Of the sank of chief 


inspector of 8 








+ oe er Me™ ee i a 
@ The Shen-Ola Nightclub In Hackney Wick, scone of the Kling. 


Nightclub 






eant or inspec- 
years, A court cose docen't take that long. tor working salve ge: Pega 


Brigadier moves 
‘to allay bias fear 


THE Pollce Complalats Authority bs a totally independent 
bods, Hs depuly chalrman, Brigadier John Pownall sires- 
bed, even aheups the police carry out their own Investlga- 
Mons Inta complaliniz. 

Any ri te from a member of the public must be re- 
corded by the most senlor officer at the police stallon, Hut if 
ihe complaint Is only “micor™, the PCA usually only asks 
for » gattsfactory explanation of the pollce officer's conduct 
pod an apology. 
iC lq the case of, for ae ag someone tomplalning they 

ere beaten up while in police custody Wi fs for the PCA to 
Meee the pace conduct thelr Inquizies Into the complaint 
Thoronghiy and Falriy,” ssid Belgadter Pownall, 

If a criminal offence may have been commilted, the pa- 
pers are sent to the [Mrector of Public Prosmculions to de 

| elde whether te take further action In the courts. 






murder 
squad — 
face wall 
of silence 


MURDER squed detectives hunting 
the cold-blooded hillera of ghia 


Two accused 
of murder 


at off licence 
red at 













© irvine “Nicky” Johnson 
by mystery gunman. 
tal Ister the same day efter 
Gesiment. 


tetu Although the club wee clearing 
ofek- everyone out alter a night of dan- 


cing te = reggae sound syaiem, 
They are deaperste to Wace any- there were slill shout 250 people 

ene who wes al the Shen-Ole night- who hada’ felt and must have seen 

club In Weterden Roed, Hackn what happened. 

Wick, in the earty hours of last Fr 


Det Supt Herry Witkins, leading 
day morning when gunmen opened the hunt for the kHlers, sald: “We 
tire at polni-bienk range at two of 


are looking for dangstous Individ- 
the cusiomers, 


usls. They are obviously quite ruth 
Detectlvos think many eye-witnes- leas, end must be caught, 


20, shot dead 








eriy-goer at a Hackney 7 
sve come up against a w. 
lenca. 


aged 26, from Downe 
Road, Lower Claptots,- 
reraanded in curtody 
yestenlay (Theweday). Un- 
be! 230 frm 
, age i 
Manor Road, Stratford, 


| Wf there has been po criminal offence, i ls for the police 
eee 4 disciplinary action should be takes against an of- 


5 “We don't have the resources to supervise every Invest- 


appeared om the same * gal “But ecs folt the club Immedisiely alter “But so ler we have act had 
ira | be by pga ee Its ack an balan a the sheoling, before pole arrived, people rushing forward to telk to 
very, very carefully, loaving 20-year-old Highbury siu- us, and we have come up sgalnat 


dent irvine “Nicky” Johnson dying 
In @ pool of blood. 
He wes shat In the head and leg, 


wall of alfenee, 

“We are cespersis for anyone 
who was af the club at the tlme of 
the kliting io get tn touch. 

“What they have io sey will be 
treated with the airictest cenil- 
dence,” 

An Incident room has been set up 
et Arbour Square police station in 
Stepney. Phane 071-436 6536 


. “Te prefer disciptina charges sgalnst a police offker 
the case has to be Srovedi beyond reasonable doubt. Thai's 
1 a very bigh slandard of proof, and in many cases the evi- 
ply not there to prove to thai standard,” and despite emergency surgery he 
Where a case can’l be proved, o police officer can stlilbe «died on the operating table st Home- 
vem “advice” or o “dressing down" by a senior officer, tion Hospital lz hours jater, 
_ known as “advice and admonishment,” which 1s recorded Fellow clubber Joseph Walters 
| fa his Mes. 33, from Stoke Newington, was sho 
Fourteen per cent of cases result in some form of disclpil- in the leg but wea nol serlousty In- 
' nary acthon being Laken, with half of that number being ad- jured, and wes relezsed from hoepl- 


l ‘| thee snd admonishment, : 
i By far the largest cat of complalnt by the public ta 


.——— 


biiecgatlons of assault by a police eficer. 


Conditions improve in 
police cells say visitors 





Piaxton. 





TWO new tap cops will be returning 
ney Toots in East London when 
they take up jobe at Clty Road sta- 
flo 


rh 

Commander David Kendrick, 46, 
the new man In charge of East Lon- 
don operations, began hie career at 
the old Commerclisl Road station in 
1987, bul moved away lo a string of 
posta In other parts of the city. . 

He wes Chief Inepactor at Stoke 
werent A Stacey comma 

at ex-cadal fo 
ga of the Metropolitan Pohiee cadet 


New ops gd back te tHelt fobts._ | 
Command “head “the new ime otland 


Yard Flying Squad. 


ol lh Chief Superintiendant 


tom 1967. 


Cdr Plaxton roee through the 
ranks alter moving \0 sellin In 
1967, bul aleo quell ster 
In 1981. 


© for pritoners held in Hack» 
CONDITIONS t have improved acconting lo 


lice station and more frequ 


i in ae oe {ay visitors have also at- 





ranged with custody offteera for detainees to 
to cleanes cells. ar 
: And they have helped prisoncrt contact 


river or 0 solicitor by Iclephoning on their be- 


replaces 
half ac well as requesting » doctor be called to 


; | nev 
and eric 


rains panel's achievernents was to 


in in Stoke 
mmander Brian Piszion, 47, et a shower for pritoners ae 
es io Clty Rowd to ba in charge cwingion's new Lael Lao 7 


from Bethnal Green Paape ie station just before it was et bat 


opened in A and made one 1p 
the pe a pov ona vo be mnstatled, 


dasa barr 


uc FID: GO 


seiort atsa donated their travelling e- 
Les Apnea buying a picture for the sta- 
bu 


aie « nichdog ) e- tape fuite as 8 Way of 
te oie sot up io ho oe ietingd the surroundings more. for vic- 
wellare. : 

: borough's 26 lay vie thres. : : aortic 
Apher Finiy st = who Seek the Mae “We have achieved nll ae Se dot 
thors © Sir and tha uestmera of nel’s chairperson, Bey mails and fectll- ; 
Rue Wier sation talk about the state salam eae 

_ tae | ; rt ie een brow shi about be- ties for prisoners. hehe tt ne : cay 

eal ani from Hackney's Lay Visit- age - higiienaray r ae Road 
on fan apap mtoapr pli The number of accepled visils from January 


‘vember of this year loulled 4564, an in- 
re af [09 on ed hee The number of de- 


a ¥ith wal 69, that 


recommenda 
the police dispense with the tcr- 
Se rane cleaner and employ local 


page ai 

cleaned twice a day, but often 
the Pe gal igen are overworked and uri« 
despaid and eee 1 doa very good 

“ added Belly Blomiicke. ; 

wea reverting back 10 a eg ae theit aun 
cleaning staff there would rile ng 
sion because they would be on site 
time." 


eye 


-PARTNERS IN CRIME PREVENTION 
Co-opieratiol betwee the police, the Colnmmbnity aid the Counell fe 
the key td beating crite. Latinchlity a joint Police 4nd Céunel] 
| féshitise to 4 Hote Office circular oH crime preventio#, Couneil 
~ Leadet Joh McCatlerty pointed to sliccessty| td-dpérative ventures. 
“The Couttcil is cbininitted lo Wotking tlasely with thé laced} 
Police” he said. The ‘Get Street Bright’ project, tor Gxdiiple, brought 
logettter Hoth Police att Council Otieers to tatyet street lightiny 
iniproveniétils Wherb they ate heeded” 





Pictured lautiching the 
joint response are 
Council Leader dohi 
McCattertp (sedted 
téentre) with Chiet 
Executive Jetry White 
(standing left) and Chiet 
Superinteiidants Roy 
Clarke train Stoke 
Newirigtonh (statiding 
centre) and Niall —- 

| Mulvihill trom Hackney 

(seated tight). 
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pg cake, 
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Seven PCs fired 


over assault 


Duncan Campbell 
Crime Correspondent 


> 


EVEN London policemen 
were sacked yesterday as 
a result of an incident in 
1987 when a young man was 
badly beaten up in apub. 

The constables, all from City 
Road police station in Hackney, 
have been suspended for more 
than three years. The seven, 
Alan Barr, Paul Caddy, Paul 
Wells, Peter Clissold, Carl 





Simon, Simon Haw and David 


Thompson, were found guilty at 
an internal police tribuna? in 
October of discreditable 
conduct. 


. ,Last night Gary Stretch, the 


victim of the attack, welcomed 
the sackings. “I’m glad it's all 
over,” he said. “I was fright- 
ened that they would be let 
back in the force." 

A Scotland Yard spokesman 
said the sackings were evidence 
of the Metropolitan Poltce’s de- 
sire to show that offending offi- 
cera would be severely dealt 
with. “Behaviour like | will 
not be tolerated." 

The incident which led to the 
sackings took place at a pub in 
east London on November 5, 
1987. Mr Stretch, now aged 27 
and working as a driver, was 
drinking with friends after a fu- 
neral when he was spotted by 
the off-duty officers. He was 
known to them, having been 
convicted twice for actual 
bodily harm, but had not been 
in trouble for three years. 

Threatening remarks were 
made by some of the officers 
and he was attacked from be- 
hind with a beer glass, which 
almost severed his ear. He was 
dragged from the pub and 


GUARDIAN 


kicked when on the ground. He 
was taken unconscious to the 
London Hospital. 

His father, Eddie, and a bar- 
maid, Joanne Legg, whose 
father was a policeman, made a 
complaint about the officers’ 
behaviour. 

A report was sent to the Di- 
rector of Public Prosecutions 
who decided there was insuffl- 
cent evidence to prosecute. The 
internal inquiry was proceeded 
with after the officers failed to 
have the case thrown out at a 
judicial review because of the, 
time that had elapsed. 

Mr Stretch and a number of 
witnesses gave evidence during 
the case. Many of the officers 


were reportedly visibly | dis-.; 


tressed at the result of the hear- 
ing, announced on November 1. 
It appeared that many of them 
felt they would be cleared. 

A Police Federation spokes- 
man said he knew that some of 
the men felt they had been 
treated unfairly but that they 
had to accept the decision. The 
sacked officers are considering 
an appeal, which must be 
lodged within 21 days. 

Mr Stretch said last night he 
would continue to pursue a 
civil action for damages against 
the police. 

The tribunal was heard in 
camera and details emerged 
only through Mr Stretch and 
his witnesses. The Metropolitan 
Police are examining ways of 
making public such decisions 
and the relevant punishments. 

The sackings are the most 
serious disciplinary action 
against a group of officers since 
the jailing in 1987 of four offi- 
cers who had beaten up a group 
of youths in Holloway, north 
London, after a funfair. 
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eae volent rot In ns 
- they IF 

Pattenden bobbtes le 

be given paral troln- 
on Al 


e boys In bluse, 
fram Hackney, 


Many of the cope 
know litle shout 
jentlally deedl 


oy 
Inio contact with ihe 
ington police steilone, 


5 onday at Home- 
ron Hoeptal with AIDS 








Clty and Hackney 
Heetth Authority's Ao- 


Hen on Alde team alm 


to change afl thal once 
and for all. 


There's 5 setles of 
jeseons on how the 
virus le epreed, what it 
does end how to salety 
handle blood. 
Chief Supt Peter 
1, whe le in charge 
of training § tor 
the h's bob- 
bles, sald: “tf thia pl- 
jot scheme = § fe 


eucceestui, we serra 
eer mid AL in 
Hockney. 


“Many police olff- 
cere, ke many 
ple In society at 
Liga: hove leaca and 
misspprehensians 
about cies ihat are 
not based on fect it 
‘will ba a learning sx- 
perience for ue afl.” 





JEWS tn Hackney are fo set up a 
“reidstance” organksation folluw- 
ing & spale of alirged antl-Semitic 


pitachs in ihe ores. 


They clade antl Semille atlac 
Inctodiog cemetery daubings an 
ehacene praiMitl, are om Lhe In- 
crease and thelr communtiy must 


defond Hail. 





meeting ad the Hack- 
ban Sedles Centre in f.ew- 

Clapien Read neat Teesday wi or 
hear calle for patrods in Slomford 


Mlecting organiser David King, 
of Hechacy Jewhy Socketisis* 
Grovp, mid: “We and alot of jew Newlagion 
ith people are very concerned 


Gary to fight for compensation 


Stretch case 


Jews plan action to combat street attacks 


sheet the rise In anil-Semiile tember which cosid be sven an sall- 
Miacks over the faci right menihs «© Semilic, ond this herdly represen: 





police thrown 
out of force 


by STEWART 
FOWLER 


SEVEN City Road cop- 
pers have at last been 
thrown out of the po- 
lice force more than 
three years alter a say- 
age attack on Hoxton 
van deiver Gary 
Sircicn, who was 
slashed with a broken 
beer boule and kicked 
UNCONSCIOUS Outside a 
Hackney pub. 

It is the biggest moss veck: 


a Shes a land Yard 

who sabd policemen h 

"shuned their ttknns of 
haviour 


coppers smashed 6 
beer gen in his fece, panty 
severing his car, dragged hun 
outside, tir hie chahes 
ol] and kicked him uncon: 
scious. Fle mpent a week reco- 
verang in hospital 

None of the teven con: 


HG 14-12-40 





atabley = Pao) Wells, Alen 
told, 
dy, Carl Simm, 


dence lo presi charges. 


ed they 
and fatt Friday the acting 
Comrmitioner of the Metrp- 
lan Police, Sir Soha Del- 
. Officially gave them the 


betE. 
Crary Stretch f pleased to 


see them go, bet he paid: 
“I'm very bitter it's taken 
years to coma tc a pon- 
. ft ust goes lo show 
thera’s rill one taw for the po- 
Lice end one for the public. 


the lay co 
they gine lew 


{ inte ae cua hands that 


night = and nearly got aw 
with I torn ts 


Le Fre 
in from of a pub full of wit- 
nesees ther 4 could happen to 


cor coune f'm pleased 
they "ve been sacked, i's 
not 6 line for celebrtion, 

“]' ve had ta bathe long and 
hard for ju and I'm nat 
finished yet = fully my 
civil action agains the eon 
— will begin in the New 


eae. 

Ileckney MP Hrian Sedge- 
mor aid: “These policemen 
were o disgrace to the force. 
It bs to the police's cred thet 
they pol rit of them Aut T 
don't think justice hae been 
done. The officers should 
have faced criminal charges 
in front of 5 whe would 
have deci whether they 


- 
“We want tr think about whal Bat be ackied: “I would applaed 
we can de aed fight back ia some = ony effort is highiiphi the probine 


way.” 
Chet Sep Roy Clark, of Soke siamp It out mus be applawded 
police, sald there baal bel we meet Hep at orert pa: 
been only toe Incidents since Sep: trod” 









bed On bptrer. 





of actt Gehaviewr. Any effort ta 















l eee 


@ Gary in hospital after the incident with his father, Eddie. 


Whole family have 
suffered, says dad 


ALTHOUGH Gary waa the ene brutally beaten up, his 
oe oy have suffered with him threugh ihe thtee-jear 
Ly LF 

Dis father, Eddle Sircich, « 55-year-old port office work- 
er, sald: “Aly wife has ented te stay out of the thuclight, 
but H had a ferrite effect on her particularly, The shock of 
mecing Crary tn heepHal after dhe attack made her Il fer 
ages aflerwards. 

“Thiel we've ajways been close as a family and we stuck by 
him. Atl oor meighhours sad friends supperied us and 
propte have stopped on on ihe street te ey weil dows for 
atkking with H. 

“Cary ls mo angel, but he wat a completely Jnmocent yee 
ihn in thls case, The constables were complete strangers te 
him, the dcipfaery beating wns tha first tne he sew their 
faces, apart from the wight 1 happened. 

“The peuple of Hackneyz should question hew Jong thls 
coe hog iaken, and the cost in wages to the police officers 
Mone — £300,000 fa 2 lat of money. 

“I'm exiremely pleased these men are onl ef the force, 
they should never have bren walking the ctreeis le aniferm, 
t Jus sre connor pation ete our iivex," added Mr 
Sirrich. Aad he thanked the Hackney Garette for fis bupar- 
thal reporling of the case and (he pwbilcliy given te the saga. 





Police chief defends 
‘exemplary officers’ 


HACKNEY'S i , Chief 
Sup Nistl Mulvihill, who 
ence detcribed the Gary 
Stretch a an “a ronalng 
aore,” says he hopes the eack+ 
inga will be en end bs the mat- 
ter = and added that the 
emishte: had been “eacn- 
ary officers.” 

Ile sak: “T hope now thal 
Mr Siretch, the general comn- 
munity in tlackney, and 2 e 2 a are 
everyune else asccisted with = ® Chief Supt Niall Mulvihill 
thit case will be able to retur == it wea. ary folate inciciers, 
io normal Re, ort Oe pi 

rec years of waiting for ery very, Fery 
outcome of the inquiry: weil, 

"T regret the difficulties "In the intervening three 
that this hee cacsed in terme = yract no similar inci has 
of relationships between the 3=oever occurred. [ am very 
police and certain persons of the officers who 
within the ity, and E)|owork in Hechney, and the 
hope we #iD all now fers = tomeunily can assured 
wards and not backwards. they are well-served by 

“| can categorically nate) | thon” 
that spart fron this single and = @ The seven Road con- 
Lela incident all seven rabies ame on ing an ap- 
conttables were exemplary of: Fs) Jome Secrria 
ficesn, and all of them had sind sockings. Hi 
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_ Whitchelo, jailed 


is 


~ Man jailed in baby food crime was ex-borough cop — 


BLACKMAILING ex-cop Rodney Whitchelo, who 
threatened to kill babies by spiking their food, is a 
ea Hackney police officer, born and educated in 


this week for 17 years, laun- 
ched his homfic “food terrorism” campaign just 
weeks after leaving the City Road station. 

The former detective was convicted of threaten- 
ing to kill Heinz customers, six blackmail charges, 
two of food poisoning and two of trying lo get prop- 
erty by deception from Heinz. 


Whitchelo was bom in Hackney in 1947, took O- - 


levels at the old South Hackney Secondary Modem 
and A-levels at Hackney College before leaving the 
arca and eventually becoming 8 detective sergeant 
with the Met's regional crimes squad. 

- Bot in 1988 he was transferred to the City Road 
station where he worked on continuing court cases 
from his old squad until he retired that July on 
health grounds. 

Det Chief Insp Chris Newman, ex-head at City 
Road and Hackney, said Whitchelo had done virtual- 


HC, Ci lee a © 


ly no work in the borough because of the cases. 

DCI Newman added: “He deserved everything he 
got It was an awful crime.” 

Just two months after leaving City Road, Whitche- 
lo, sep soneligee Each, aa share ay 
gree Chum pet s, spiking {wo tins and | 
getling £15,000-£17,600. 

_In March 1989, he begen to demand up to £1 mil- 
lion from Heinz, threatening to spike baby food, and 
for six months he evaded capture as ex-police collca- 
gues innocently told him of their investigation. 
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Capital spending increased to meet crime concern ~ 


Baker authorises 
700 extra police | 


" Duncan Camphell 


Crime Correspondent 
HE Home Secretary, 
Kenneth Baker, yester- 
day! announced in- 
creases of 25 per cent in 
capital spending by police 
forces and the allocation of an 
extra 700 officers. 

The announcements came in 
the wake of this week's record 
crime figures and criticism of 
government allocations from 
the police themselves. 

The Home Secretary said that 
the announcement was “fur- 
ther demonstration of the Gov- 
ernment’s continuing support 
to the police and our determina- 
tion to fight crime. 

“Since 1979 the Government 
has provided for a record in- 
crease of ‘more than 15,500 
police officers,” he said in a 
written parliamentary answer. 
“We have also provided for an 
unprecedented increase in civil- 
ians who release police from 
desk work so that they can 
undertake crime fighting 
duties.” 

The largest increases in force 
are 100 in the Metropolitan 
Police and 48 in the West Mid- 





lands. Thames Valley will get 
40 officers. 

The Association of Chief 
Police Officers welcomed the 
increases, but with strict 
reservations. 

David Owen, its president 
and the Chief Constable of 
North Wales commented: “For 
most forces, all this has done is 
to bring them up to the author- 
ised levels of 11 years ago, plus 
a modest 3 per cent to 4 per cent. 
increase, during a decade in 
which demands upon police 
increased beyond all 
expectations.” 

Mr Baker said: “Over 80 per 
cent of the 700 approved pasts 
will be deployed on operational 
duties, mainly as constables. 
The Government has also made 
provision for 1,100 more civil- 
jan stalf: 150 of these will! go to 
the Metropolitan police, which 
will release 100 officers on ad- 
ministration work to take up 
operational dutics.” 

Out of 35 provincial forces, 34 
applied for manpower 
increases, Which have been 
granted. Total police strength 
at the end of September 1990 
was 127,115, an increase of 
15,682 since May 1979. 

The capital allocation, for 


CUARDIAN 


?\ 212-40 


# 


buildings, vehicles and equip- 
ment, rises from £173.7 million 
this financial year to £219 mil- 
lion in 1991/92, Mr Baker said. 


Police authorities will be | 


given Home Office money to 
meet 51 per cent of the costs of 
21 large building schemes in 
progress; another 21 start in 
1991/52. In addition, police au- 
thorities will be able to borrow 
£67 million to meet their 49 per 
cent share, an increase of 63 per 


cent. 

The 700 posts are: Avon and 
Somerset, 4; Bedfordshire, 32; 
Cambridgeshire, 16; Cheshire, 
11: Cumbria, 8; Derbyshire, 8; 
Devon and Cornwall, 15; Dor- 
set, 15: Durham, 11; Essex, 17; 
Gloucestershire, 19; Greater 
Manchester, 22; Hampshire, 27; 
Hertfordshire, 11; Humberside, 
18: Kent, 28; Lancashire, 22; 
Leicestershire, 13; Lincoln- 
shire, 8; Merseyside, 5; Norfolk, 
12: Northamptonshire, 19; 
Northumbria, 26; North York- 
shire, 6; South Yorkshire, 18; 
Staffordshire, 8; Suffolk, 11; 
Surrey, 11; Sussex, 18; Thames 
Valley, 40; Warwickshire, 8; 
West Midlands, 48; West York- 
shire, 14; Wiltshire, 15; Metro- 
politan Police, 100; Regional 
Crime Squad, 36. 
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Duncan Campbelt 
Crime Correspondent 


Peper ea HE police should be bet- 
ter trained to handle 
potentially violent situ- 


; ations and get more 
guidance from their senior offi- 
cers, a report on assaults on 
police suggests. 

The report, Why Police Are 
Assaulted, published in this 
month’s Policing, was submit- 
ted by a team led by researcher 
Lesley Noaks, from the Univer- 
sity of Wales, and by PC Steven 
Christopher, of South Wales 
police. 

Their analysis of the reasons 
for and the circumstances of 
the attacks was prompted by 
reports that they were 
increasing. 

The report says the police 
service needs to monitor and 
evaluate the way it deals with 
crowd dispersal, particularly 
late at night at weekends. 

Senior officers should give 
more guidance about the right 
time to intervene: “a lack of 
direction can cause confusion”. 

The researchers suggest that 
‘the police should consider 
scrapping their traditional hrel- 
mets, pointing out that male 
constables often discard them 
when they need to run, which 
leaves them vulnerable. Dis- 
carded helmets were seen as 
trophies by attackers. 

The study, which tooked at 
619 South Wales assaults on 
police in 1988, found that 90 per 
cent of the offenders were male, 
predominantly from the 17-25 
ave group, with an average age 
of 23 









Eighty per cent had criminal 
records, 60 per cent were recidi- 
vists, and 18 per cent had more 
than 30 convictions each. Forty 
per cent knew the officer 
concerned. 

The researchers found evi- 
dence of a “high level of sup- 
port for offenders’ actions" 
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Police 
training’ to 
face violence 


‘need 


from their friends. One 
attacker remarked when inter- 
viewed: “My friends loved it; 
they didn't mind.” Another 
said: “They all thought it was 
quite funny — none of us like 
the police.” 

Sixty per cent of assailants 
were unemployed. The local un- 
employment figure was 13 per 
cent. 

The report suggests that the 
police were seen as a “conve- 
hient and readily available 
scapegoat” for the frustrations 
of some of the unemployed. 

Alcohol was a pervasive fea- 
ture, but “the view that drink- 
ing causes assaults ts too crude, 
even although alcohol may 
serve as a catalyst”, 

Around 70 per cent of the 
assailants accused the police of 
provocation, citing over-reac- 
tion and unwillingness to lis- 
ten. But there was no blanket 
condemnation of the police. 

Women officers are seen to be 
as much at risk of assault as 
their male colleagues. Etght 
per cent of victims were women 
— the percentage of women 
officers in the force. 

Constables made up 82 per 
cent of those assaulted. Punch- 
ing, kicking, wrestling and 
head-butting were the most fre- 
quent means of attack. 

In 90 per cent of cases the offi- 
cers Were accompanied. 

“It is conceivable that accom- 
panied officers behave in a 
more confident manner in their 
dealings with the public, which 
could be interpreted by the pub- 
lic as an overly assertive and 
authoritarian stance,” the 
report says. 

The researchers recommend 
officers to “project a responsive 
image to individuals, as 
opposed to giving a sense of 
having prejudged the issue.” 

They should avoid putting 
offenders in a position where 
they feel unable to back down. 
More training is needed to 
accomplish this. 
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th Joseph are congratulated by Chief 


Top cop praises tourage 
0 





i 





Supt Roy 





blaze rescue heroes 





TWO herows who risked thet ilves to 
rescues 6 oo of squatiers from # 
blaze in which » teenager dled have 
tee pielsed by Stoke Hewington’s 
cop. 

lef Supt Roy Clarke petd tribute 
to the courage of Comet Bowe, za 
and Kenneth Joseph, 28, who brav 
Hames to drag the hwo man to salety 
after on eerly-houte sreon atisck on 
the aqual in Grehem Road, Calton, 
las! manth. Detectlves ure treating 
the fire in which 19-year-old John En- 
nie died as murder. 

The plucky pelr were driving past 
on thee wey home from ae lamily 
christening when they spotied the 
burning ae, 

They rleked their Aves to dreg bed- 
pleat Patrick Carpenter, 21, and 

‘ the basement 
at the front of the house where they 
landed afier jumping from a firet- 
floor window 


One of the siuatiore sutlered set- 
lous head Injuries, bul his conditions 





had impraved enough for him te be 
moved to 8 hosplisl in hie home 
tawn of Dublin. 

Comet, wha lives In Old Street 
and works as ea Hackney Council 
houslng officer, anid: “1 wae hight 
ened, but we could grosne com 
ing from the basement and Kenneth 

raueded me we hed to help Ihem., 
Cou don't think sbout yourself at 
Urves Hke that.” 

een aes Roy certs 1 Fae 
meal nelly 2 aoen- 
tad them’ with = fatter of tlapber 


“They could have tured s bilnd 
eye and driven pest, but they 
showed ubite eplrtednesa and & 
special kind of courage thel de 
serves recognition,” he sald. 
Ignored the end undoubtedly 
saved the Ilves of the two squal- 
was 


The police sre now recammendin 
thal the peir receive a bravery swe 
from the Royst Humane Society. 





TOWN HALL bosses want 
the government io ban exirem- 
ist groups like the British Na- 
tional Party from using 
schools for election rallies. 

Under existing | itical 
group mal use eee! fee sre 
meciings, but tince the Town Hall 
elections in May, and tea by-elec: 
ona in Tower Jmmiets, the bor: 
ough a ruling Liberals sey they don't 
want the BNP rtinting wp rece-haired 
in thely echoads, 


The two by-election rallies, 51 Wea- 
vers Fields in Bethnal Green 
in August and Old Ford Prieary 
School, How, in July, required = mas- 
tive police presence to keep ANP 


“Rights For Whites” 
tive) SWP and Ami-F 


charge to break up 
The meetings did now resukt in any 
damage bul mones were thrown at 


re , would ba 
y nod be protecuiing 
BP epeakers for inciting racial 
eh : 
eachers, povernors aed residents 
are angry that school premisrca can be 
used a9 a platform for rce-hate sper- 
ches, especially in a borough where 
there it. no overall ethnic majorty 
among the schon? population, 


The berwugh's education bow, Clir 
Jonathan Stokes, eaid: “h may be ep- 
ate for sure) schools to be used 

‘or election mettinga whers the alicr- 
nitive weneed are limited. 

"Hus inner ae have mumer- 
cut suitable public buildings that can 
be osed. Uf there is no change | sen fur- 
ther trouble ahead, 


There have heen incideras in Tower 
Hamlets thit year where both teachers 
and reakderts protested in the stron- 
yest erm. 


“We know there have been inci- 


of buildings by some groups 
pelhperirias epee itl oer . 


Did to ban school 
election meetings 


“Councils should be given discre- 
tiem crver the use of their premises.” 
‘The council iz puttin ere om 
the Liberal Boroughs Authority. and 
rrp petal th af 
i ites lo prest for 
change, but they warn it could take 
years rather than monthe. 


Aethnsl Green's top cop, Chief 


Sept Ivan Stitling, wee scegaical 
shat the cranes change: “his a 
preity obvious dikenme. Just becaise 
wo don't fhe romeo else's print of 
view we con't mally suppress them. 
Policing thete sort of meetings ia + 
costly, but [could not put a price on 
without « lot of digging around, Lf 
you stet benning groups then the 
rales of demorctecy no longes apply.” 


Action group see red over kerb crawlers 
a Ben See Ted OVET Kerb crawlers 


Top-level meeting 
over vice menace 


HOME OFFICE Minister John 
Patten has had the facts of life 
spelt out to him about rising 
shiny and prostitution in Am- 
Park"’s notorious 
sig half-hour moctin 5 an 
a . 
fice in Queen Anne's hse, Wea 
a member of the Amburst Park Action 
Group told Mr Patten thet extra police 
and tazgher fines for curt crawlers were 
needed Jo combet the vice trade and 


Teenage 
girl 
blocked 
police 
raid 

‘pilav del eglad 
her mother's Mat in search 
af drug and was 


a friend who ed the 
rib enlry, o court 


rand. 
“A lerge aeanber of 
were there, H waa oe 
ighiening experience al 
breund,” the gies’ lawyer, 
Ade Roy Barnet, told 
Highbury Corner Court. 
oblem Sandra 
Parklnwn, (0, of Hendate 
Hous, Northwold Road, 
Upper Claptra, adenitied 
ef oe 
BYieur al heme 
Dhencnlser 1 7 


sed Boched the 
aificers ia the hallway. 
The mother was 
eventually erresiod and as 
a ey bed ond her 
laughter was seen ten 
Leas 
ouling sad swearlag at 
police, “4 


Parkineow was fined £56 
aed Ferrance £35. 


~~ lr orbapaner 
alte was bat rould 
give no fim cho: fe preceneicet Tee 


fores to beal ctune 


Reprisals 


The APAG socsker who did nol want 
to ba named for Scar of reprisale said: 
“The meeting wert quite We were 
abic to make him aware of the problens 
we have in the area, Also the gencral 
shortfall in polfting injflackney duc ta 
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the very high crime rate in the eres. 

“He Linened ta our two main points 
about extn policin and « change in le- 
gisttion making finer tougher but he 
Could pet commit hirnvell 19 anything,” 


The meeting wae arranged 
months aga by | North and Sicke 


P Diane Abbott, who was 


alo at the Home Office on Monday, 
The Minister hinted the 


govermnicnt 

force through leghalation with 

heavier finer for persistent 
tran ling. 


The ATAG 
went on: Unsicnblaia 
"We art now getting mort 
Rin casiee ce 
ng (a new 
Chief sustain hecaude 
if prowtitution it undex eonirel 
_ then policemen can he diver- 
led to the real problerns like 
mraundes. * 


Productive 


fice thowld back a” Safer C- 
ties Initiative” in Jokelg?d 
( 


where goverment monry 

Largried 

worl crise and increase the 

well being of the commeumity, 
“Mr Patten =. hea 

e ba the wheels of prvem 

ren grind lowly,” che 


ifowt 


eg re 


